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I. The Historical Baakgro und of the Snaniah Civi1 W

Anyone Who ia intereated in following the history of the employment

of German military forces in Spain needs, ae background, a short intro-

duation into the political and military situation at that time.

There were sufficient grounda for diasatiafaction at all levels of

3paniah society. W
,u
ite apart from this, the Spaniards -- like all proud

nationa which are nwara of their past and their former wealth -- sufferad

deeply from the  iroumatance that their land wea desoribing a downward

curve in the hietory of the world. During the aourse of the nineteen*h

century, there had been every conceivable motivation for a revolution --

it was a aentury of politiaal, religioue, Separatist, dynaatia, economic,

and soeial struggle. Riots and bloody eonflicta had become commonplace.

The twentieth century had failed to placate Spanish emotions; on the

contrary, it brought with it additional factors capable of aroueing in-

dignation. It ia true that the wealth of the country

1 - Chapter I wae  rritten by Generaloberat a.D. Jaenecke, who was re]eased

from Russian imprisonment at the end of 1955•
Bia account is based

on Warner Bewnelburg, Kampf um Spanien (The Struggle for 9pain), ae

well ea on peraonal impresaione gained during a number of prolonged

visita in the Spanish the ter of operationa. It liea in the nature

of things that Jaenecke'e personal evaluation of the aituation ie

strongly emphaeized. '̀ 
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had gr own t r emendou s l y , es pe c i al l y du r i ng Wor l d Wa r I , f r om 1914 t o 1 9 1
.
8 .

The way in which this inareased wealth had been distributed, however,

onl y aer ved t o empha s i z e t he e x i e t i ng c ont r a s t be t we en t he enor mou e f or -

t une s en   oy e d by t he f ew and t he c e nt ur3r- o l d pov er t y pr ev ai l i ng amon g t he

masses of the people.

.
While the intellectuals and the politicians held their long-winded

apeeahee on the pm grams of the government, all in an atmosphere of ri-

valry and intrigue, the workers and peasants gradually became aware of

their own interests and began to take steps towarda their active advoca-

tion . The ambitions of the militsry and the conservatism of the nobility

and t h e c l e r i c al au t hor i t i e s t o ok adv ant a g e of t he g ene r al ehao s t o i na i t e

r e s i s t anc e mov eme nt s or r ea c t i onar y pro j e c t a . At t empt e d a s s a s s i nat i on s

be c ame f r e que nt , a nd a f ee l i ng of b i t t er ne s s g r ew i n t h e he ar t g o f t he

Spaniards. King Alphonse %III was well aware of the fact that thorough-
 

going reforms were needed, yet he realized at the same time that he did
L

 

not possess the power to effect them. His abdication wae the most dig-

nified step he could take under the circumatances. Eiia act may have been
 

the result of greater farsightedness than that possessed by other Span-

fards, for he realized even then that the Civil War was imminent. In

his abdication declaration of 13 April 19 1, he wrotes "In all determin-

atioa  I wish to avoid contributing in any way to developments capable

of l
.ea

ding to civil war among the citizens of my country ." His abdioa-

tion did aothing to minimize the danger , how ever . On the contrary. It

is true, of cour se, that the republic itself did not lead to civil war,

y e t i t open ed t h e do or t o c ert a i n e l ement s whi ch o penl y di d th e i r be at

t o f oment aueh a oo nf l i ot .

During the period between King Alphonse'9 abdication in Apri1 1931

and the outbreak of the Civil War in July 1936, the Spanish republic
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Went througb more than thirty governments, three general elections, an

abundan c e of r i o t s , an ou t b r e ak of Se pa r a t i sm i n As
  r i a and Ca t a l on i a ,

a rapidly eapanding collapse of adminiatrative agencies, economic ohaos,

and the divi9ion of the country in a violent war betxeen the classes.

Sp a i n Wa e doomed t o d ec l i n e i n a p er i od du r i n g   h i ch o t h er
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aount r i e s had l ong si aae entr us t ed t he i r f at e s t o new per sonal i t i e s and,

 ielding unauapeoted gower, hed taken their plsces in the aircle of the

great nations.

O a 19 Novembe r 1933, t he Spani sh peopl e el ect e d a ne  Cort s a (par l i s -  

me nt )
. Th® Lef t i at e , deapi t e the i r ut i l i zat i oa of t er ror i st t ao.t i c s dur -

i ng t he vot i ng ,   er e r eduaed f rom appr oxi ma,t el y 300 to 100 seat s , *hi l •

t he 8 i ght Wi ng i nc r ea eed i t s r eprs s en t at i oa f r om appr os i mat e l y f i f t y t o

200 seats. Hut the parliamentary game already so familiar in Germaay

r e pea t ed i t s e l f h e r e a a wel l ; t he a i g i.t
Wi ng , t o o we ak by f t s e l f t o . i n

a c l e ar ma  or i t y , was depr i ve d of i t s vi c t or y by t he Le f t   i ng i  a c oa l i t i oa

. i t h t he Cent er . No t h i ng wa s do ne t o s av e t he aount ry . The l nar chi at e ,

t og et her wi th t he Soai a l Demoor a t s , who ha d l os t he av i l y i n t he e l e c t i on ,

c ombi ne d wi t h t h e Hadi va l a . I n Bar ae l on a , Campa ny s pr ool a i ne d t he e s t ab-

liehment of the 8®publia of Catalonia . In the Baeque countrg , the nie-

guided workers and pesgante began to burn and plunder the firat ahurchea

®ona s t e r i e s . I n  fadr i d t h e Ba di aal s r e i gn ed i n t h e s t r e e t s f or day s on

end, e=posing the population to horrifying terrorist outragee. Tn all

t hr e e ar e8 a t h e g ove rn aen t , wi ,th t he he l p of t he Ar a p , suc oee ded i n sup-

pr e s s i ng t lve r ebe l s a f t er he av y f i   t i ng . The l s tux i a n Radi c al s mana g ed

to hold out for two whole  eeka, and troopa had to be brought from l adrid

aad ffi or oaoo i a or de r t a de f e at t hem. Th e f i gh t i ng i n t he 3e.gg ed moua -

tains around Orviedo claimed over 4,000 dead -- a terrible prologue to

t h e ev ea t s of t he y e ar 19 36 . The r i ng l eader e , As ana a nd Pr i e t o , i er e ab l e

t o ®ac ape . They we r e l a t e r t o pl ay e i   i f i c ant r o l e s i n t he Ci v i.l War .

On 16 Fe bruar y 19 36 , t h e Peo p l e ' s Fr ont • on 256 out of 4? 3 s e e t s i n

the geQeral perliaraentary el®ation, thus achieving a clee r ma ority .

Spai n ' e f a t e e e eme d t o be s e al .ed . One mon t h l a t er t he a adi cal s d emanded

,;; - - "t o haYe a
the ar ing of the proletsriat, in order -- ae they said
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Red arny on hand at the vi tory of the Revolution !". At the seine time,

at Prieto'® demand, President Zamora waa deposed and Azana appointed in

his stead, Madrid Was under the sway of the Revolution wYth all its oo-

r o l l a r y pl  ®nomena . The  eob s f or c ed t h e i r wa  r i nt o c a f e s and r e s t aur an t s

and made the proprietora eerve them food and drinks  rithout aharge;

     .:,- .,
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they paraded up and down before the homes of the wealthy end ane.s
hed win-

dow-panes; they plunder®d grocexy stores and beat up or killed anyone who

tried to stop them. At the order of the Government, the police etood by

and dfd nothing. Ro oae went to work any more. The water and electrieity

eupply syetems broke down . The city echoed aith the noise of the drunk

a,nd t he f ana t i a .

lt the beginning of July 1g36, th e deputy Calvo Sotelo took issue .ith

t he Pe opl e ' s Fr o nt Par t y i n t he Cor t e s and r epr oache d i t a memirer s rri t h a

l i s t of t hei r cr i me s a$a i net t he peop l e . A Radi c al depu t y , Pa s s i ma r i a ,

interrupted hi® in a loud voice eu1d ahouted to the aesembly:  This fello*

ha8 opened his mouth for the laet time!" Four days later , Calvo Sotelo

and the young Jose Antonio Primo de Rivera, one of the white hopes of the

Span i s h na t i on , we r e br a t al l y  eur der ed . The Gove rn ment o f t he Republ i a

did nothing . The Falange, founded by Antonio Primo de Rivera, was over-
.

whelmed Tith memberahip applications during the following days. The tension

had reaehed the breaking-point.

The Republ i c h e,d
do ne i t s b e s t t o r e du c e t he s i z e o f t he Ar my and t o

di e s i pat e i t a power . I t now r edoub l e d i t s e f f or t s i n t hi s di r ec t i on . Hi gh-

r ank i ng of f i oe r s who s ee me d au s pi c i ou s i n any way wer e t r an8f er r ed or f o r aed

to resign. Entire units aere deaetivated, while the Government militia

was quietly built np. Beapons depots Rere placed at the disposal of the

wor k er e ' or gani   at i ons . Ev er y 'th i ng wa s done i n f eve r i sh b as t e , and 1n t he

me ant i ®e t h e r  ob s of t he r ev o l u t i on open l y ru l ed i n t he s t r e e t s . Ag ent e

were everywhere. In reality they were militar }r
inatructors.

The firat

shipe xith their asrgos of war materiel were already under aay.

9mong the generals alighted by th e Republic wae the 44-year old Gen-

eral Franciaco Franco, founder and directvr of the military academy in

Zar ago za , whom t he f i r s t gove rnme nt of t he Republ i c had appoi nt ed t o t he

, • .
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p o s t of Ch i e f o f t h e Ge n er al 3t a f f . La t er on , t h ey b e g s n t o v   .e   hi a wi t h

su s pi ai on , and he wa s  

  .
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siumn ax i l y na me d mi l i t ar y gov er n or of t he Qa n a r y I s l a,nd a . Her e   t he gav -

. er nmen t f e l t , h e wou l d b e t oo f a r away t o do any ha r  a. The Feo pl e '   Fr on#

wa e f ax  mor e af r a   .d of s nu mb e r of o th e r g en er a l s , i.n a l u di ng 9a n  u r 3 o ,
i h o

r 1 e ar s b ef o r e • l[ol a who wa shad instigated an abortive rebellion seve a y , ,

in cc maand of a divieion in the north; and Lopez-Oahoa, who hed put down

the revolt in  aturia. The Front regarded the lrm,y as euch to be suffi-

afeatly wideiy dispersed to make it innocuvue. Through its revolutiohsry

' eocieties among the troops, the Front had the Navy and the Air Force almoBt

.aomp
letely in 3.ts hand . Yet it had good reason to worry about the tight-

;ly organi ed units of ths Falange, with their high morsle end enthusiaea,

and about the pro-Monarah3at 1   Baquetes of Navarra, eoms 10,000 men,

who were reservad and aautioue in publioi$ing their disapproval of the

go3.ng s- on i n Ma dr i d ,,
Beacc el on a , a nd Yal enc i a , bu t rrho wer e known t o b e

a u n i t made u p of e cp e r i
.®n ce d ea  d d i ec i p l i ne d s o l d i e r a .

Th ® con t a gi ou s en t lni s i a s m wi t h whi ch t h e i r v i c t o r y wa s e e l eb r at ed i n

t h e ®t r ee t s l ed t he po2 i t i a i an e of t h e Peop l e ' e Fr on t t o vv er l o ok a ntiu  - -

b e r o f v er y i a p or t a n t t h i ng   , For ea ar. pl e , t he n ewa t ha t Gen er a l Fr s .ne o

had taken off froa the Canary Islands on 17 Jul  without any orders from

the 6overnment aad had landed in Spanish Morocco oau eed re .a
tiw ely little

ea e i t e ffi en t i n Ya dr i d . An d   h en , on t h e ev en i ng of t he
  day , t h e y ou ag

general aalled upon the entire garriean at Tetuan to  oin ths fi,ght aSs  st

the Oovernment in  adrid, the Peogle's Front Government aontsnted itself

witb comm®nting that 1 ranao's undertaking was nothing but a ridiculoue

minor aation, aompletely without significanoe. And at first the Gooernm®nt

s e emed t o b e r i gh t • Dur i ng t b e oou i' a s o f 18 Ju l y not h i n' h a pp en ed i n a on-  

tinental Spain, at ieast nothing which was o lculat®d to arouse the fears

of Ya d r i d .
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Vsry soon it began to be apparent tha t the Reds wer e becomin  less

a n d l e s s c a F a b l e o i r u l i n   wi t h a f i r m h a n d . T h e s i t u e.
t i on wa s n:o s t c r i t i -

cal in Barc2lona and , in fact , in all of Cat ionia .
There the Anarchists

3 1 o n e h
_w

d a l rn o s t a,
l l t h e p o we r , a r d t l i ti y l o s t n o t i me i n  ,re t t i n g a ri e a d o f

t h e a l l t o o s.y s t e rna t l c Co rn mu n i s t :  a r d t h e e t e r n a.
l l  T h e s i t an t So c i a l i s t s .

I t b e   a n wi t -   t h e i oip l e rn e n t a t i o n of t h e f i r s t p o i n t o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y

p r n  ; r a m, t t  e e l i  ni n a t i o n o f t h e s o c i a l
. c l a s s e s wh i c h s t o o d i n t h e wa y o f

r u l e b y t },:e p r o l e t a r i a t . T 'r  e pur   e x   s u n d er t a k- e n t h a r o u   h l y a n d su mma r i l  r ,

o n t h E  b a s i s o f p r e v i o u s l y p r ep a r e d l i s t s . 2' h e l. r i e s t s , mo n k
.s , a n a n u n s

stood at th e top of the se lists, _
fo llowed by th  mernber s of the right-w ing

p a r t i f: s , t h e F a l a n  ; i 3 t s ( o f c olir s e j
, a n d a r ,y o n e w' .   wa s e v e n r e mo t r  l y s u 5-

;;e c t e d c f t 'd s c i s t t e n d  :n c i t s .
r n e r c   .  ie t h e i r d e Ue n d e n t b u s i

.n e s s me n , t h e
,

w e l l - t o - d o , a r.d , a s a Ta t t e r o f f a c t , a n y o n E  a .n
d e v e r y o rie wh o c o u l d b e

cla9sified as a nemb er of th e bourgcois or eapitalist classes.
The 1

_
ists

we r e a a   me n t e d b
,y

t h e n a me s o f t h o s e c c T. d c rnn e d t o d e a t h b e c au s e t h e ,y
h a d

b e e n d r  n ou ri c c d b ;  s o mc o n e e l s e o r b e c a u s e o f a d c s i r e f o r r. PVe n   e o n t h e

p a r t o f a l i s t - mak ? r . Day a     r. i   h t o n e c o u l d h e a r t -.r  e r a t t l i n   o f t h e

g u n s f
.
i

.r e d b
,y

t h i; e x e c u t i o n b r i g a d e s , mo s t o f wh i c h o p e r a t e d e n t i r e l y o n

t h e i r o wn l ri l t l ii t i v e ; t h e i r z e e.
l o u s wc t i v i t y wa s a c c o mp a n i e d by t :  e b u r n -

ing of churches and monaster ies. A 5 nearly as we can tcll, an av era ;e of

1 0 0 e   e c u t i o n s t c o l: Y  l c.c e e a c n d a y i n Ba.r c e l o n a ,  .
1 o n e .

i h e s e a d d e d u p t o

a. r a t h e r t i d ;  t o t a l d ur i n   ; t h e c ou r s e o : t h e mo n t :z s .

Th e h ap p en l n   S i n ri a r c e 7on a wer e du pl i c 3t ed i n a b ou t t h e s r3..me f o r m

all over the rest of C3talon:.a.
Once tl̂e classES inimical to the proletar-

i a t h s .
d 'OE:°c n r e mov e d , t h e   ov er n me n t mov E:d on t o   he n ex t s t ep , t h  ;  e s t ab -

l i s h
_me n t o f a p u r e l y An a r c h i s t i c c o rr.lms n i t y s y s t e  a wi t h t r e a b o l i s i  e n t c f

;  1 J pr i Le.t.e r r o pe r t ;  s.n
d t h e e i i mi na t i on of' mon ey . Tn c er t a i r_ o t h e r a r ea s
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i n SYe.i n u r_d er it ed r rzl e ;ni rri s t •,_ir e s ov i.e
t r Fpu 'a l i c s •ue r e s   t u p i n t he r li r a l

r e   'i on s .

I n i :a d r i d i t ;; e l f t ?n  r Flv o l u t l o n r Nv e r p r v   r e ; ;  :   d 'o e y o n d t h e e a r l y s t a g 4  s ,

i . e . t h e r  :v o l u t i o n i s t ;  r e ; t r i c t e d ; r e mr  e -  v P s t o t 'r. e l i UUi a s.
t i o n o f t n e b o u r -

g e o i s i e . T h r  t o t a l i u n:b e r o l p e r s o n s :r i l l e d c s .ii
b e  : s t i rr:a t e d o n l y b y r e i ' e r -

e n c e t o t h e n u rl }  e r o f d e a d b o d i e s cl cl i ti e r e d t o t n E_   ric r   i e s . By mi ri - i  ov e  nb e r

1 9 3 6
, t h i

. s t o t a   h s .
d r    a c h e d 3   , UUC . Le t t.h i s f i   u r r  s u f f i c e . ll  a r i n t; t n i s

r e i £Tzl o  ' t    r r. o r , t,he c   t i : e ii s v f i Ia :i r i d d i d n    i; 5 1 Ee p a i: n i   h t , b •a t s t a y e d

u p   a wa k e   n d t
_r   :r,b l i n  T.

J e s p i t e a ' 1 t;h i s , p owFr f u l i 'o r e i   ;n n a t i o n s c a m   t o t h e a i d o f t h e  ; o v e r n -

me r!t . Le o n   l u m' s Fr e r  ch Fe o p l e ' s r' r   r,t {  c v r  r n ;ne n t p u b l i c l
.y Nr o c l  ti mc d e.

p o l i c y o    n o n - i n t e r v Pr  t i o n a n d t r i e d t o   e t o t h e r f o r e i g-n u owe r s t o f o l l o w

s u i t , wh i l e t h e  ni 1
_
i t   r ,5  a i r c r   f' t o £ t h e F r t n c h ti i r i i .n

i s t:e r , F i Er r e Co t ,

h z d a .
l r e a dy c r o s s e d t h   5 pa.r.

i . r: b o r d e r .
i h e f i r s t i n d u c t i o n c e r  t e r s £ o r Re d

v o l u n   e   r s h a d a l r   d d y b Ne n o ;: e r. e d i n Fr a r .c e . k a.
i l wa ,y c c.r s a n d t r u c k s l o a d e d

w i t h   'r  ::ii e h wa   • ma t e r i e l , s o l d a t a   r o ci r.  r o l i t , Ne r e a i r e a d
,y o n 't h e i r wa y t o

:  e d S u a i n .

Ge r ma.n  ,r    rrd .
  t d l     %ia d d l r e a d  r e rnb r a c   d t rie n    N i d e o l o g y o f' F a s c i s m, a n d

i . ' 'r''r a n c o a n d h i s  ' a l a n g i s t s wer   a l i o we d t o   a i n t h e v i c t o r y i n Cp a i n ,   'r a.n c e

wou l d b e su r .r o l.t n d e d b y   ?: r e e t o t a l i t a r i a *r s t a t e s . "
_
' r  i   'r o u l d h a r d l J b e c o n -

d u c i v e '  o t :n e s z c u r i t ;r o £ t }i f.  F r Yn c  i n a t :i c  n . ':i 'nu s e •,r    r y F    f o r t h a d t o b e

rna d e t o av o i d a d e {'ea t of t r e d   moc r :  s i c i or ce s i n   Ua i i  .

Bu t a n ;  i a r d ' s a '  t i t u c e s r:.r v e d t o or e v e i; t a Fr e :l c r: p o l i c y o f   .
1 1 - ou t s u _o-

Uo r t o F  t i,E_ 1=e  , E,l e '  , i4r  :  r_
t i ri :i l-a i r. .

L  r.d e r   r i t i s :̂ , a r e ;; sa r e 1?l u rn   a s f o r c e d

t o r e f r a i n   r o m a n y o f 1 i c i a l i n t e r v en t i c n . Co n s F  a u :,  n t l y r'r a xl c e c l o s e d i t s e y e s

s .n
d c c n  t i nu e d t o l e t t :nr o u r h a l l

. v o l u r  t e   r s wh o wa n t e d t o   o t o   p a i n , a s w° 1 1

a,s w't2a t e v e r :na t Er i e l
.  r a s n e e; u e d - - a n i ;; y  ]

.,y
p r o i i t a bl p t r a n s a c t i a n .

iJrlbl a n d.
' s co si t i un    a s ri i ` f i cu l t . Un t   :  onc  :r.nd , s h e po s s e s s ed i mpor -
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t ant r i n  n c i a l i n t e r e s t s i n Spa i n . The Ri o Ti n t o mi nc s , a  ong t :  e  ror l d ' s
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r i c h e s t c o   p e r d  -  o s ; t s , vre r e o vrn e d  .;•y Br i
.
t i g l e n 1,E  r    r i s e s ;   r i t i s h c e p i t a l

wa s i n v e s t e a i n t h e r  i n e s i n As t u .r
i a ;   id   r e Ba s qu ?. c o u n t r   i , i n t h e i n d s s t r i a l

p l a n t s o f 3 a r c e l o n a , i n t h e r a i l wa y s   n d o t '  e r pu b l i c u t i l i t i e a . Tr e s e a :  s e t s ,

a mo u n t i n g t o b i l l i o n s oi ' p ou n d   , v; er      ou n d t o n e f o r l ' F  i t e d i n t 'r. c e v F  n t t h a t

s ov i e t r e gu b 'l i c s s h ou l d b f: e s t a b l i :;h e d a n t h e Lbe r i a l  P R; i: i n su l a . I n G  d d i t i
.o n ,

t h e i  r i t i s h g ov  ? r n me n t c o  . 
l d ha r d l y b F e x r e c t e d t o we  

_c o me t h e i n e v i t a Gl e i n -
 

.c r e a s e  r u s s i an i nf l u e nc e i n Spa.i.n .

Cn t h r:; o t h e r h a n d , a   r t .n c o v i c t o r ,y c o u l d
. a ,  p e a r n o mor e d e s i r a b l e i n

:  r i t y sh A,y e s . 3 r i t i ;j h j 'o r. e i g n p o l i c y  h a.
d s a f f e r e d o n e d e f e a t a.

f t er t h w o t h e r

d  zr i n g t h e n r e c r  d i i  ; mo n ; h s , a n d i t l o o   e d v e r ,y m•  c h a s i f Lo n d o n we r e l o s i n g

i t s i n f l u c n t i a l h o l d o v e r d e v e l OSIIle n t s i n   u r.o p f  .

Th:_  l, a l a:r,c; e ol' n u•nre r , t ha.
t t r ac i t i on a l   -u i d c: l i n e of B_r i t i s   l p ol i e   wh i eh

p pr rni t t ed Ln   l a nd t o c a s t h e r  ,  e i      t i n t o Pi t ? e r. ca  r n a c cor di n g t o t h e d i c -

t a t e s U f T1E: C P, ;; 3 1 t ; 7 , W3 a i 8.5
t t   ;r ni n  ; 1 n t 0 ci L

 
:  f? 0 '•1

1   1 ;1 i '   1i 1[l .
J Cr iil c : .   'l a Ci r   -

,  a i r e d t h e r i , ;h t o f s ov c r e i  ;n t y ov e r t h e n < u t
.r a l i z e d   h i n e l a r[d . I t a 1 y h a d

O C CU T? l  : d  '   t }a U     a ' ?n d 1   1    
•

F r     J r rl t '. I ' S t 0 ?? c: ` OZ'    .
Ta  : ' i (', , a Cl l t o r r a n e a n e mp i r e .

:; p :ai n ' s h E  l p l e s s n e s s r c p r E  ;; e n t e d    .: c u r i t y f c  r t h e i  r f  r  c h n a t i on a n d g r o -

t   Ct i On f Or l; ''1h   1' 1 t 1   :1     mp i r c .  ̀  }?U:_  1 t l a jr  . Tl  : :    l a Tl d   S 1 2l t e r ? St s   r   .
t

n e i t n e r o f   h F• t wo  ;  ,r
t i e s s h o u -: d Ni r[ a c 1 e d r v i c t o r  *. I n :  t e a d , t h e s t r u g g l e

s h :  1  7 d e n d i n a d r a w , wi t h   o  ue s o r t o f c o mr.}•r -o uii s r: : rh i c r a o u l d l e a v e t   i i n   e

i n t h e :;t a t u s qu o .   pa i n v ou l a eme r ,  e s  .: we :  ke n ed  ' r o m h t r i n t er n .a c on f l i c t s

t ria t s !'le wou l d b e mor e th a n wi l l i n g t o en t r    s t ho r  ̀ e t e t,,o t   :r. b f  [;ev ol F  nc e

o f t }1c Br i t i s       mp i r ? .

x n d Lo n d on wi s : l:a a t o :  a k e :  u r c-• +̀.
h_. t t i-  i. :;

d c  s i r e d o u t `    r e s r o u l
.
d n o t o e:

i n f
.
l u e : c c d i n  :r. ,y  u ay s : a r    s ir l t c `' t h e i n t   r v e i: t i o n o   a.n ,y o t h e r i o r e i g n

g   we r .
Trei s   r   s t '. .c r e a so n f o r -- r i t,-i s }  c f f o r t s t U ::.C

 "l1   Vt' a n o n - i n t Er v e n t i . n

a  ; r e  :  me n t , t, l   s o - c a :i i e d e mb a r   - o :,o   [rrai s a i o n .
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In contrast to 3ritisn policy, the policy fo].
 owed bf Russia was clear and

d i r e c t . Bu t b ec au s e o f  th e Con r Uul on pr ev ai l i nb i n : h e o pi n i on s h e l d by t h e

Spa n i sh "Red s " , t he Ru s ei an amba s s a d or , Ro s e nb er g , ha d a, v e r y d i f f i cu l t t i me

k e ep i n g t he Peo p l e ' s Fr on t f r o m co mmi t t i n g t oo ma ny s er i ou s bl .i.n d er s . Ab ov e

all, Hussia mobilized the entire Comrnun st world to send volunteers to fight

f or t h e Red c au s e i n Spa i n and f ur n i s h ed t he Peo pl e ' s Fr on t v i t h v a l u a nl e h e l p

in the form of instructors and arffs of all kinds. The international litera-

t u r e on t h e Ci v i l Wa r i n Sp a i n co n t ai n s v e r ,y
l i t t .

l e i n di ca t i on a s t o t he ex t ent

of Ru s s i an a i d ; t n i s i s i n k e a pi ng wi t h t he Ru s s i an pa s s i on f or a i r t i gh t

s ecu r i t
,y  ne a su r e s .

 evertheless it is clear that Russia played a very great role, both pay-

ch o l o g i ca l l y and ma t e r i a l l y , i n t h e Spa n i sh Ci v i l Wa r . Th i s s t a t emen t   ri l l b e

substantiated later on.

On Su nd ay , 1 9 J u1;T, Lh e s i t aa t i on ch an ge d fu nd ament a l l y and su dd en l y .

The ga r r i s on s a t Ma dr i d , Il a r c e l on a , Sev i l l a , Sa.l a man c a , Bu r go s , Va l enc i a , Bi l -

b a o , Ov i ed o , Ya l l a d ol i d , r  n d Av i l a r e v ol t ed . 'I'h e Sp an i sh f l e e t an d t he Sp a n-

i s?-i a i r f or c  : j o i ne d t r.  rn . I n Tr' av a r r a , t h e Ra qu e t e s s hou l d er ed t h e i r we a pon s .

Th e Fa l a.ng i s t s mob i l i z ed f or a c t i on .  J r a v e i y t h r e a t en i ng ne ws rra s r ec e i v e d

f r o rn Mor o c c o .

On t he s ame d ay t he  da dr i d gov e r nme nt wi t h d r e  r, a nd a n ew gov e r n men t wa s

f or me d , whi ch i rncne d i at e l y pl a ce d t h   mi l i t i a u n i t s on a l e r t s t a t u s . Th e d ay

b eg a n f av or ab l y   or t he Na t i o n a l i s t s , b u t t he two da ,y s wh i c h f o l l owed qu i c k l y

a l t e r ed  : h e s i t u at i on . I n   a dr i d an d J e r c e l on a t he r e wer e p l oody ma s s a c r e s

a mon g t he ga r r i so n s . Th e ai r f or c e d e s er t ed t he ar my an d wen t ov er t o t h e

Red s . At t h e c omma nd o f t h e g ov ar n  r:e r  t , t h e Red s among t h e s a i l or s t hr er 

t he i r of f i c er s ov er b o ar d by t h e do z en s an d rns.na g ed t o s e i z e con t r ol o f a l l

but
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a f e   ehi ps . The governnaen t i n lladr i d di ®banded ent i re gar ri aons and i esued    - i

G
or der e t hs.t t hey be di aar med . T  mphaat r eport s of a go4ernment vi   t ory

. er e hast i l y aent out to t ha worl d . Ther e wae no ne  s at al l f rom   cr oooo .

Hundreds of Nationali et officers oommitted s icide in order to avoid falling -

iato the haada cf the Beds. The rerolutionary tribunals  1n Baraelons  ere

t he ®Qene of f ever i sh a+ct i v i ty .

Thz ®e ator e 8ay e paa s e d bef or a th e ch ao e b eg an t o g i v e wa r t v   tor e or l w  e

_
'

def i rli t e ou t l i a e e , maki n g t h e na t i on as a wh ol e , the r e su l t a wer a not f $v or i
 

H t I t n t t h at t h e ha d aoh i e. e d v i o t o r on lab l e t o t he at i ona l i s s . t ur ed oa y y y

i n a f ew epeoi f i c l oc a   i t i e a , ara i th®ge poi n t a l ay s o f ar apar t f rom ane ano 

ther that therd aeeaed to be hardly any possibifity of aontinuing the libera-

t i on aot i o n sy at emat i c al l y .   ior oac o , t o 'be eur e , Tas f i r ml y i n a ener s l Fr s a e o   e

}  id s . I a Andal u ai a , Gen er s l $ ui e  o de Ll ano had s e 3.$ ed po s g e s s i on of g e r#.l
l a

. .by e ooap de mai m.  lhe ther or not h e aoul d manage t o hol d i t waei que s t i ora- '

ab1s . Gea eral 3an   ar   o , s el e at ed by hi s aomr ad®s aa l e ader of the l i ber at i oi 

movement, had died in ea air oreeh on his way baok to lfadrid fron srile in  

` i
por t ugal . In Ast ur i a,, G en er al   randa . as de epeacat el y hol di n,g hi s own agai  s t

. , .
t he Bad f or o e s , rrh i oh ha d h i a t r ap,ps d i n Ov i ®do . I n Pampl ona   t o be s ur e ,  

_
Gener al lt il a had su c c eeded i n ga th e r i ng t og et her par t a o f the r egul ar s raty ,  

t he Ba qu et .ea, and t he Fal angi et a, bu t t he r e sul t was har dl y an s rmed f or s e
_

.
- whi Qh Bae c vul d ea pl oy i n a deoi si on- eeeki ag oper at i on,. The Sppni.  h f l e et  ., ,

 
.  

whi:eh rul e d over th e i nt er veai ng Ta t er s , s erved t o keep Gen®r   .
  r̀anoo c tt of   .  

f r om t be Spani s h as i nl and,   he m  ori t y of Spai n ' a r egul ar asheed f or oe'®    
 

e ent i r e ai r f or ce and ervs t of
wsjre i n the haads of t   Beds , i nal udi ng th

t he navy . Nowher e di d t he Nat i onal i s t l e ader e , wb.os• poi nt a of soppor t wer s

 
  o f ac aray f rom one anoth er , hol d poi nt e a l or g fi he cos at , rrhi c   roul d ha4 s '

  • en t he® soa e  as a sur e of oont r ol ov er • eapo a s sh i pment e . ,81

At no t i me i n t he hi s t ory of the wor l d were   r ope ' a f at a and f  .t ure
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s o n nc er t ai
.n a s du r i ng t ho s e ho t s ummer day s of 1 9 36 . Ver y f e  of t he na t i on a

or i ndi v i du al e a rar e o f wha t wa s goi ng on i n Spa i n r ea l i z e d t ha t t he b l o ody

game of politice being enaeted there Ras bound to concern them a11.

At t h i s at age of deve l opmen t s , of aou r s e , one cou l d har   l y s pe ak o f

a firm government by the Red People's Front. As early as 19 July,
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t he g o rer nme nt ha d ord
.er e d t he d i a ao l n t i on of a l I ar my uin i

.t a wbi ch mi gh t oon-

e  di v a bl y hav e be en oox  ;e ot e d wi t h t he u pr i s i ng o r  rhi oh  rer e i n any r ay au,a-

  pf ei ou d.   'ar al i pr act i aal pur paBe e , t hi s or der wa s t ant amount t o t b  di s so-    

-   ,  l i  t i on  o    t he ent i r e army , i . e . i nol udi ng t hose por t i ona ©f i t  rh .oh wer e
. ,   -

, 
s t  l 2 l oyal t o  N  drf d  .

Inr ot h et  xord a, the government depr i PSd i t ael f of t he-

ons i n  t r wnent wb,t  4h q i   ht have besn of i nas t i a abl e v al u® t o i t . Th e gov ern-

msnt hoped ar d b  l i eved t hat i t avul d pr evaf 1 wi t h t he eaal us i ire he Lp of t he

r epabl i caa and r ai ol u.t i ona ry f oacce ®ade up of i t a Par t y adher ent s . 1'he arr eed

  ..
prbletariat, howe4er, aad thg Hea militi  proved to be absolutsly usslese in

  sybte eati  military operations -- a  leaBt during the easly ategea  of the Rar.

The e i ar me d mob s   d t he dr es   er s  rho l e d t hea
, - - t   e r s i Q r e aTl y no o t har

n  qee we .
o aa gi   e t hem dur i nrg t h  a pe r i od o f dev e l opmatlt s - - had bs en br g an i a ed

hy  
.
t he v ar f vu a w©  ke r a  ' s e e©of a t i one and r e mai ned   nder th e i r bomma nd:. 'PYier e

rra e no aen t r s l e oat  and ag e  tpy and no super i o r or gan i zat i on .   c h g roup   di d a s

i t   l e s eed , i en t  t o t h e f r ont or r e  ai ned e,t home ,   u st a a i t Ri sl  e d . Each

one Qar r i e d ou t i t e ot n pe r evn al l i  t t l e o i l i t ary aa t
.
i one and i h ai gt ed qa

.
t he

right to fight in fn1l personal freedom and aomplete indepeadance. Their a©m-

mander s were uaually  pali
tioal leadera, whom the armed proZetariat trust d at.

this s a;ge of the gam e  udt aB lmplicitly as before, when they had taken oom-
,

- mahd duri ng l abor s tr i ke e or pol i t i c al me et i nga . They wer e , h nrever , no be t t er

:   r epar ed f or i ar  thab the peo pl e whom t hey commanded . They had ab$ol ut el y n o .
. ,

- .i
de e of ev'en t he si mp  e et pri  aci pl e $ of t ac t i be . Qpt i mi.et i c al l f , t he i r   ol l ow-

er s . er ® convi noed t  t -
t hei r l ea  er s ' ent aus i a iam woui d make up f or t hef r  coa=

.
pl et e l ao C of t eohn  .cal l  iox l edge . :

They t hought t hat they need®d no t ra   aed

of f 3oer e , and t he s en who wer e t ransf err sd f rom t he sr my t o t he mi •l i t i.a we' re

F•  i   e,n ev en xor ae pvs i t i .on . "E  ery  memb er of t he mi.l i t  .a iras aonvi naed of :hi s  

   

  - r i gh t t a ar i t i c i   e t he mres eur e s t s lFe n s nd t h8 pl a  ts  ror ke d aut laT hi s o f f i c   s .  
  _   ..
  

.Ai  a t t ack po s t poae d , s x  a  ̀ 'Ci l l ®r y '  a t t er y pl ac ad l s .a e or mor e f a ror abl y , s   _

  -. - •  •   . .
_,. . .
 •     •

    -  . . .
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1  i ,l _  r
c ea s    - f i

_r   o rde :r - -   1 1 o i t ae ,̂,   th i rL YJ c ol. l c   ne i n t    r pr c +ed a s    rt r a ,r  l ,

a n a c o u n L?
_   s :, o !' f i c e r , we r e ;nu i u e r   d nt t,}    l r o n t . I f   },    y h   d t   d i e , t h e n

a,
t l e a s t i t w . .s

b e t t P.r
t  ;   .

t t t14„y s r ou l d d i e i n r.o n o r . "
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A2a,dr i d a t t h a t t i me r  u s t h av e b e  _n a s c en e af c omp l e t e ch a o s . As r epor t -

ed by a n a r my o f f i c e r at t a ch c d t o   r e   ove r n rrie rlt , p eo p l e wa s t ed s v er y t h i ng - -

f o od , mat er i e l , me an s of t r a r. s pe r t a t i on , an d - - hu ma n l i f F  . Th e su p pl y r e-

llESt s an d r eou i s i t i r  n ar d er s ex c e ed/ s ? 1 r e a s on ab l e r o o r t i on s . On e d  , q
 

F F Y  

f o r e x a mp l e , t h e c o  nma n d e r o f  a.
Tr o n t s e c t o r s .n p e a r e d i n t h e o f f i c e s o f t h e

  e n e r a l s t a f f a d mi n i s t r a t i v e s e c t i o n a nd r e yu e s t e d j 0 , 0 0 0 t  r e a d r a t i o n s p e r

d a y f o r h i s t r o o p s . "   ovr ma r  y t r o o }  s d o ;  o u h a v e ? " , h e wa s a s k e d . " '  fe l l " ,

h e r e p l i e d , " t h e r e a r e t :n e 5 , OO J vrh o d o t h e sh o o t i n   , a n d 1 0 , 0 0 0 wh o a p p e a r

t o c a l l e c t t he i r p s .y o , ' t e n F e s e t a s a d ; y " (
,
t h e a rr,a u n t s e t b y t h e   o v e r n me n t

f o r e a c h mi 1 i t i e. ma n p e r d a y  
. " Bu t wr :a t i n t ?- e wo r l d wi 11 y ou d o wi t h 5 G, 0 0 0

o r e 3 d r a t i o n s ? " " Yrh y , we n e e d t h e m, t h s ,
t ' s a l l ! " , ws s t h e r    p l y .

i{u n d r e d s an d h u n d r e d s o f s u p p l y i s su e o r d e r s f o r a l l so r t s o f i t e ms we n t

o u t e v e r y d a y - - f o r r a d i o s , f o u n t a i n p e n s , t y p e wr i t er s ,    t c . Some t i me s t r e s e

o r d e r s b o .r
d Ar   d o n t h e r i  : i cu l ou s , r  s v< h e n a rn i l   t i a rn s.n a r.

d e r e d o r.e h u n d r e d

bra ssieres for his unit !

l hu 5   Ia dr i d wa s pl u nd er ed . ' Ni t h i n a f ex d a3•s , mo s t sr o p s ha d r un t hr ou gh

t r e i r s t o ck s a r d h s d n o t h i ng l e f t on t h e i r s h e l ve s . An d a s i f t h i s wer e no t

en ou gh , t h e gove r n men t i s su ed s. d    c r e e r e qu i r i n   t n :  t emp l oye r s co nt i nu e t o

p ay t h e wa   'e s o f a 71 t h o s e wor ke r s who ha d t   .k en u p a r ms f or t h e k e pu b l i c .

I t t oo k on l
,y a v er y s hor t t i me f or t h i s me a su r p t o r u i n c ocruner c e and i ndu s t r y

co mp7e t e l y .

In spite of these conditlon9, ned leaders coulc:  have exploited the weak-

n e s s an d t h e    eo  ;r s ph i ca l d i 3s i pa t i on of t : .e e ne L  y ' s t r o o p s t o s,  ppr e s s t he

r e s i s t a nc e o f
.
f e r ed b y h i s wi d e l y s ca t t er ed s t r on  h ol d s an d t nu s t o r o b h i m

o f a so l i d b a s i s f or s u.c c e s sfu l cunt i nua t i on of t he s   r u  ;gl e . The mor a l e of

t he li ed f or c e s wa s s t i 'L1   ;o od ar.d t he ;  s t i l l 's o3 s t ed t ha t t n.ey ha d a l l t h e

mon ey a n d al l t h e we a pon s . Tr,ey f ou nd i t i nc o rnpr e he r:s i bl e t ha t any one i n h i s

r i g h t mi nd c ou l d d ar e t o r e s i 5t t h er; or
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t o wi 3h t o i n t  ' r f e r e wi t h t h F; i r pol i t i c :   ' ? r o  ;r a rn.

I n si t •aa t ,  .o ri s c f t h i s k
.
i r;d , ` n s i  Th t•, d e t e r lni :;a t i o r, ,   r d c o  .  r a ,; e mt. s t i  e

s u p p l   m  n t e d hy r r n i ci d ? c i s i o n s . Iun t i  :  n a l i
. s

t Sp a i n , s rna l l i n i t s e a r l   r 9 t a  Te s

r  n d l p p a r e r: t ? si n o t v :; 1; a f a c t o r t a b e r  .: c h o  l r. 
d wi t '

.̂_, h a,
d ;  l r c a d y rn a d c  i t s d e -

c -  s i o n .   ia n c o a rld >l i :  :,•o ;.lr a d    s r  e . e  i :  t r r :;; i r    1 t o :i o e ,r   r y t }i i n   i n t E:e i r

p o w .;•r t o e a l v a ;J e t h e s i t Ll  , t l o n , i n r i t c o l  t  tE  f a c t t  a.   .
t i t wa s  na n i f e s t l y

u n r'  v c}r a o l   fu r t %; e rn , b y .r F  l y i n     o r } :r e f o x c e s wh l c  .
;j o d , f a t e , a nd t h e i r o wn

e n e r ;-y we r e bo u i a t o a w  k e n t h r ou  ;h o u t. t r:e c uu n t r ;, . '1' r. ey r p a l i z e d t 'rl.3 t t h e

;  t   •u  ;   l a wo u l :i  :n t a i i   : e : .
t s a c r i f  

_c e  : . i u t t }  e ,y we ^  , a 1 r    F  d
,y o n e s t e F u.

}-le a d

b I t    (: l '_"   'n !' IZl   S l n   . "l  .
t t f!E?1 T' Ci  -' C1 S 1 :7ILS {Y1  r e  J i C ' t  J T! Cl e i tr T i' C0  ';:11 t 1 0 n o f

t h i s f a c t .

Al t h o -u  ;h t }l e i r c a u s e wa s   l rno ;,
t h o p c l

_a s s r;,n
d s e r  in':: d t o b e l o s t f r o m t h e

V  ' r j̀ b     ?'1.l1Cll :rlv , t h E,-'  
f 0 u n d GeT :P  n;  wi l l i rlr t o r;   l :; t i•; e rn i ic 1  h   i r d e s p e r a t e

s i t 'a    t i c » .

I T 1
.

 
.
i   ?'r

.
' !` Ĝ.

n ;ft
' S iiNCi s i o ri t o Al d FTn n c O

   ?1 CE J U l y 1 ;13  
,

i n L' i]   rr ELi . 11 , Hl t l e r r +:. c " 1 VF'  . .  .i
d Ol e   a Ll On s   n t t1y ir e n -

e r a l i ' r a rt c  o f r  a   ; •i`    t u a lE, c o n s i ; t i n  , o i   w r_,
:T,  r :r.  .  , c i t i z r- n s r e J i a i n   ; i ri   Aa n i s h

iv o r o c c o a n d o r_e
     :n i s • l o i  i i c e r .

T h s d  : l     - a   -i c  n r r    s e n t    d " 'r a n c o ' s u r   e n t

r e q u e s t t Y  a L t r_e    e r :na r !     z c h » l y c    a m am  L r. o f t .r a n s no r t a i r c r a i •t    t h i s d i s -

 ')o S   l ° 0     : l t   ! F' CQ  '   d }i I' i ri   ; Y!1     1J T UC C2.: l f 0 T (: l :: n 1    ;' i 0 C1 ti I1C1 t   'i C n S t 1 VE' la.Or o C-

c a n t r o o  ps t o c o r.
t i rie n t a l   r. a i n .   il rar e w  s n o d o l:   t t,h a t t h : 3UCCe s a f u l o a t -

c o me o f Fr a ric o ' s s t r  l f :;r 1 F t o l i    ° r a t p   n a i n d ,_ p F  n d e d  .zp o n s    r rn a.r,y ' s a.g r e r  i n  ;

t o :n i   r e qu •  s t .

Cn t r   e s a me d a ;r ,     f t e r d i s c u ti ' 9 1 o ' ! s wi t h    o c- r ; r.   ; a n d w i t h a nu mb e r o f

Ot rl4' I' I  1   l i ,HTJ 1  ' d. 
1 N,2' S ,

}Ti t l e r  .
  e c i '  e a T  t: a t : ' r a n c o ' s r e qu     s t s 'r_o ll l

.
d b e   r a n t e n

wi t h o u t d e l  y; r .
'  h e s c o p E  a f t n e pr   n o s e d =  ' c t i o n wa ; l i mi t e d '  x a c t; ? y .

r̀ w e n t y

J u - 5 % t r a .i  g l .Y: r t d 1 r C_ a f t w ,   r e t o b e d i s p   .
t c n e d i nirne d i a t c  l y t o S e v i l

.
i     a n d

I ` e t u u n .
r 'i l o t e d b

,
y L,   ;' t

 
}!r-c.n s a c  = p t  zi r. s ,

t   . c::;  w e r ?  a r ia r :ne d - .n
d
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were  o be used •ualusively for tranaport purpoaes. Sia armed He-51's xere to

follow by ehip, aesigned to take over th.e puntection of the transport airoraft

but to refrain on any attack on ths enemy. Twenty 20 mai antiairar®ft artillery

aa noa were iricluded for defensive operations only.

,
  Dn the eweni ng o f t h e s ame da,

y
, a ape c i al ag ency Ra s e et abl -i sh ed i n Ber l i n

  o t ake c er e i f any que e t 3o ns  rh i oh mi g ht a r i ae a a a r e  au l t of Hi xl er ' a or der .

  .
The agenc y was des3gasted th® "Special Staff W" {Sonderetab W), urtder Rhiah

name i t t o ok i t e pl ac e i n t he h38t orsr of t he 3pa ni s h Ci v i l War . La.t er on , i t

beaame th  central offiae 3n charge of fulfilling all the peraorlnsl ead msteriel

 aquirements mf the Qermsn veluntee s fighting in Spein. Thie Speoial 3taff

wa a r e .apon s i b l e f  or guch an abundanc e of qu i e t and t hor ough work t ha t one i a

hs ,r
d put to fi d a eimilar  gample in the annale of  eilitary histar8. Suffice

.,

  i t t o aay ths,t f or a per i od af t hr ee year a t he St af f aent f our t r ea  epo.  t ai r-

,
  ,

 ar   ;f t f r om Ber l i n t o S
.pai n and baag eve ry   eek - - aumr er end   3.nt er , i n a l  

'  ki nde of rreat her , acr oes t he Al p  and ov er the D edi t er r anea.n - r  ri t h a l o  e of

oa1 r t hr a  machi ns $ duri ng the 8nt i r e per i od. l n addi t i on , 170 ocean t raasport s

1 of Thi ch ar ri ve d aat'el at i t s de st i na- ' rere diepatahed to Spain, every sing e Y

  tion.

D ir i ng t h e v e ry f 3
.r a t d3 a cu s ai ons , t he "Hi s pano- i  or oc c an Tr an  por t Co . ,

Tetuan-Sevilla"
{H3spano- a rokanisahe Transport A.G. Tetuan-Sevilla

)  ras fonnd-

e d , The v sr y nea t day t las Compa tWr  di apa t c he d i t a f i r e t a i r cra f t , t aken ov e r

,
  f r om t b

.e
Luf t h an s a wi.t h a l l t he i r oper a t i ng per aonne l . At t he eame t i me , t he

rather pectuliar "Union Tra.vel Society" (Reisegeeellsahai't Union)  as estab-

eZ nder Sch e e l e and i t s ne abef  s s oon
. r th e l e ade  ah  . o f   a ' er B,1 a ,l i sh ed ua d.e P J

,  began t o gath er a"t DE ber i t ti , Tbe se  rer e t he f i r s t Ger man vol unt eer s f or Spai n,

  and th
.e
  ce

s
a i    . r dee erv:e 8peci al ment i on . A mor e t han adv ent ux ou  f at e l ay

f i n at ore f ar t h em, .a
f at e   hi ch t hey

.
wes e abl e t o mast :er by t he coa   ci oue r e-

r
`

aagni t i on o f t he   .r de   t i   r and by t he .u ncompr omi e i ng ez pl o i t e t i vn of ; t he 3r

 ,  .
 
.

.
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the strictest poasible measures to maintain secrecy.

The orders iaeued i
.n this connection were actually carried ou t so suaeess-

fully that it was several years before the international Emba,rgo
Commiesion in

London, whose task it was to keep ell traffia to Spain under careful su  reil-

lance, wa$ able to diecover juat how the German volunteers in 5pain were being

supplied.

The beginning of the Spanish Civil War naturally served to inarease Hit-

l er ' s det er mi nat i on t o arm Ger mar y and t o f r e s he r f r om t he r eat r i c t i on s of

the Yersail.lee
Treaty.

As e, mat t e r of f ac t , Hi t l er ' s deai si on r epre s ent ed nothi ng new f or Ger many .

Gener al ober s t von See ekt and l at er t he Mi ai s t er , Gener al von Schl e i aher , had

s l r e ady vi eRed t he ac hi ev ement of t hi s goal as one of the i r pri mary mi s si ons

i n l i f e .

6t the time in question, Hitler was busily devising ways and mea.ns
to

br i dg e ov er Ger many ' s l a ok of ar ms men t s and t hu s i nade qua t e def e ns i v e power

wi t h ou t at t he s ame t i me t aki ng t oo g re at a r i s k . Hi s ma i n wor ry a t t hi s

j une t ur e l ay i n t he f ac t t he.t Fr ana e , xh i c h wa s ex t r eme l y we1 1- ar med i n com-

parison with Germeny and which -- aven more ominous -- was atrongly infiltrat-

 

ed by Communists, might well deeide to start a prsventive war on its oRn ini-

t i a t i v e . And the ac t i ans of Pi er r e Cot , Fra nc e ' s Ai r Mi n i s t er , wer e har dl y

c al cu l a t ed t o prov e Hi t l e r ' s f e ar s gro undl e s s .  

Ev en Fr enoh ob s e r v er s f ear e d f vr th e at ab i l i t y and peac e of t h e Fre neh

nat i oa duri ng t hi s per i od x hen th e dan g   of Communi s t co nt ag i on wa s s o g r av e .

Mus sol i ni , obv i ou s l y af t e r havi ng co or d i nat ed mat t er s wi t h h i s Ger man

oo l l e a gu e , had re aahed t h e s ame de c i si o a a s Hi t l e r . And I t al y ' s par t i c i pat i on

i n t h e Spani ah Ci v i l We.r , f r o m t he v e ry b eg i nni ng , wa s ch ar ao t er i z ed by f ar

etronger military and financial support than that of Germany .

Aa wa s c l e ar f ro m hi s di s cu s s i ons . i t h Hi t l e r ,   u s s o l i ni hope d t o a chi ev e
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the folloAing aecondary goals:

As a r e s u l t of the c ont r o l ex er c i s ed b r t h e Br i t i sh over Gi br a l t ar and

t he Su ez Ca.na l , I t al y f e l t he r ee l f t o be a pr i s one r of Eng l a nd i n t he Medi -

t er r ane an . Bd us s o l i ni v i e wed I t al y ' s pe.r t i c i pa t i on i n t he Spani sh Gi v i l War ,

eoupled with the
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danger of Communism, as a method by which Italy might establish herself in

Spain and thus gain acaese to the gtlantic, enabling her to aircumvest Gi-

braltar by utilizing the hoped-for right of free transit over Spanish terri-

tory and undis urbed use of Spanish ports.

Mus ao l i ni p l a ce d a nu.m
ber of vrar s hi ps , i nc l udi ng t hr e e l i ght aru i s e r s ,

at General Franco's disposal, as well as the Division Littorio, two militia

di v i si ons , a nd a go od de a l o f wa r ma t e r i s l .

The numbe r of Ger man pe r so nn el par t i ci pa t i ng i n t he Spa,n i s h Ci v i l War

never exceeded more than  ,500. Thus Italian participation was numerically

considerably greater than German military aid to Spain. Nevertheless (and

t h i s e an be s t at e d wi t hou t any f es .r o f be i ng ac cus ed of ar r oganc e )
, t he

Ger man ai d Wa s f ar mor e v a l ua b l e and de s er v e a t o be r a t ed f ar h i gher .

r
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CHA,PTEB I I

Ac t i va t i on   Or g ani z a t i on , St r e ng t h , and Cqmpo  ai t i vn

of the Condor Leg i on ; i t e Equi pmen t , Le ader sh i p , 5u pp l y Li ne , and

Eear -   r e a Coma uni cat i one ,

Z. 1'he Ao t i v a t i on of the Condor Le$ i.on
2

Or i g3.na l l y , Ger me n mi l i t ary ai d t v Spa i n v a s i n t ended on1T t o pr oYi da s n

ai r l i f t f or t h e t ra n epo r t o f Mor oc oan t ro opa ov s r the Ye di t err an es n and t o

i mprov e th e t r a i ni ng and t he org en i a a t i ona l a epeo t a of Fra nco ' s i pe,n .eh armed  

f or ce s . l ot i ve par t i c i pat i on of Ger a en vol unt eer s i n t he f i gh
.
t i ng i n Sps i n  

waa t o be di soour a   ed eo t ba t no evi dence of German i nt er ven'  i on aop,l d paee i -

b l y come t o l i ght i f pr i s one r a s houl d b e cap t ur ed . For a.ny one . h o f a aa qu   i n-  

4

t ed wi t h t he eag er me $s f a r c omb a t i nhe r ent i n th e Ger man sol d i er an,d of f i c er ,

i t i s qui t e al e ar t ha t i t Ya s c ompl e t e l y unr e al i s t i c t o er pe at t hem t o s t and

on t h e ai del i n es and observe  rha.t waa goi ng on • Under th e ai r cu.as t sn4ee , i t . 

i a no  ronder t hat t he t  er men ci t i z ene l i v i ng i n Spai n us ed al l the a eana at •

their diaposal tb protest againat the orders isaued by their homeland. T1 e

e ar l y ar a eh l a ndi ng s by Spani sl  p i l o t s , th e l ack of s k i l l damon   t r at ed by t he ; :

Spani a r de i n oper at i ng Ger man t anks , t h e af f  ai r of t he bombardme nt of t ha

  ed ba t t l e s hi p J ai ®e I , a nd
.

t he s y s t e ffi s e t up t o s uppl y t he Al c a $ar i n Tol edp
.

a l l ao nt r i bu t e d t he i r b i t t ox ar da mak i ng Hi t l e r and Go er i ng i n Ber l i n n oXe

r e c e pt i ve t o t hs  wi a.
he s of t he Ger man   v o l unt e er g .

The mi l i t ar  r mi s s i on B t o be a cc omp l i e hed i n Spai n i n cr eas ed r a pi dl y i n

s c op e a,nd v ar i at y , and a s a r s u l t th e na mbe r of v o l unt e er s i n Spai n dl s b i n-

_ _ i t i o n t o   or vo n Sche e l e - - or  1 Oet ob er 1 9 36
  that in add 3

oreased, so

Lieutenant Colonel (GSC)  larlimont wsa appointed to be in oha r6e of German

military aid to Spain. .

_ B s ed on i nf o r   at
.
i on pr ov i d ed b  Gen er e l ober s t a , D• Ja en ecke i n   $

2  
  

. aontribution to the stud  .  
,  __.
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, _   
i s - a

eaper i e nc e a l r e ady ga i ne d pr ov ed t o be of i nv a l ug.bl e e s e i st anc e he r e .

Ano t h er t r an s po r t me t hod x a s ae l ec t e d f or t he mul t i - eng i ne ai r c ra f t

un i t s . Th   y a s s embl ed a t t he ai r f i e l d a t I,ec hf e l d , near Au g $bur g . Fro m

here they took off in small groupe totalling approximately ten airaraft per  

aay
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20  
    

I n J a nuar y 1937 an ez ner i ment al bomber squadr on (Ver ,auchabomber s t af f el )

was established, whose task it wa.s to test and try out new aircraft models

i n oper a t i ons ag ai n s t the ene my . Thi a s qu a d r on r a e i n t e gr a t ed i nt o t he Le-

gI ©n ' s bomber gr ou p a s i t a f our t h s qua dro n i n l pr i l 1 937 ; i n 1 9 3B i t Ta s au  -

me nt ed by a f l i gh t of i i ve bombe r s .

The Org au i za t i ona,1 s t r u c t u r e of t h e Condo r Legf on wa s a s f o l l ows s

Entitg BesiRnation

Operationa Staff S 88

A3r Units

1 bomb er gr oup , made up of 4 squadr ons and Kf 88

(as of 1938) 1 flight of dive bombera

]. eii ngl e- engi ne f i gh t er gr oup, made up of J   88

4 squadrons

1 aerial reconnaiasanoe squadron   88

- 1 h av a l a i r s qu adr on 1 Sf 88

An t i a i r c r af t a r t i l l er y

a) original units (1936}

Li gh t ( 20 rnm ant i a i rc raf t ar t i l l er   t r a i n -

ing oe nter (Tech. Sgt. Hakenholt} (as of

June 1936}

Heavy  ntiaircraft Art3llery Battery  

"Aldinger"  

b ) F i na l or g sn i za t i o n
  1938 )

  .n t i a i r c r a f t dr t i l l e r ar Bat t a l i on St a f f F  88

St a f f Bat t er i e s

lat Battery (88 mm}

2d Batter  (89 mm )

3a s a t t er y ( Be m®.
)

.
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Q - Aeumelburg , op. cit., pa e 175.
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4th  attery (2U mm)

5t h B   t t e •y ( 20 mm 

6th 3o,ttery
(88 mm  (originally a searchlight battery)

7 t h 3 a t t e r ,y
( a.mmu n i t i on co l u ran s  

Bt h Ba t t er y ( 88 mm  ( f or mar l  r t h e Al d i n g E;r Ba t t e r y  

9th  attery (training unit for Spa.nish soldiers).

The light antiaircraft artillery ba teries consisted of three 20 mm platoons

and one 37  m nl_a
toon each. 9 total oi' seven batteries (five heavy, two light 

u l t i -  a t e l y ps.r t i c i pa t ed i n o  :  . r a t i on s .

Une Lu f t a a ` * e Si gna l Commun i c   .t i o n s ha t t a l i o n , a g.d e u p of' Ln  8 8

1 t e l epho n e c omp ar y

1 rudio company

1 f l i
. 

i  t s e cu r i t y c ompan y

1 a ir c r .:.f t r. e po r t i n  ; c  omps,n y

One a i r a r !na.men t  rr ou p , wi t h a i r c r a f t p,a r k P  8 8

One medical battalion San BB

One meteorological 9ervice 'battalion  J88
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Leg 3 onai r e s , t he ro l e pl a y ed by t h es e pr omi se s wa s of s aa ondar y i mpo r t a na e ,

T$e de t e   i ni ng f ao t or i n t he su aae s a of Ger many ' s par t i o i pat i on i n 9pa i n wa a

t he per s or al s at i s f aat i on t o be gai ne d by e ac h i ndi .v i dua l f r o® t he aonf i r mg- _

tion of hie own profsssional skill, his 4ppreciation of the opportunity to  

t ak e par t i n ao mba t , and h i s ke ea i n t er e s i i n gat h er i ng i mpr   e ai on e of an .

unf ami l i ar count ry and i t s i nhab i t ant a . La s t but f ar f r om l e a s t , t her e was

hi s pr i de i n hi s own ns t i on and h i s de t er mi na t i on t o pr ov e a wor t k  r r epr e s en-

t a t i v e of Ger man mi l i t ar y power abro ad .

ill this provided the basis whieh made it poseible for the Legionairee

to enter the struggle willingly and wf.
th a sincere deter®inatian to emerge

victorious, despite the faot that the atruggle was taking plaoe in foreign

territory ,  ras dedicated to the aah evement of extremely remote objeatives,

e.nd we.s ba s ed on de ep- r oo t ed f a e t or s whi ah t h e maj or i t y of Leg i onai r e s wer e

  qui t e i nc apab l e of ev al u at i ng .

,
The Condar Legion repreaented an elit® force, composed of the moat aapa-

bl e and be s t qu al i f i e d memb er s of t h e e a t i r e Ger man Luf t x af f e . ? he f ea t e i t

aaaomplished dur ing the operatione in Spain will be desaribed ia the nezt

aha pt er , deal i ng wi t h t h e oou r s e of mi l i t s =y ev ent e . I t ean be s t at ed wi t h -

ou t es agg er at i on t h at t he ab i l i t y aoad t he co mbat mor a l e of ea ch i adi v i dua l Le-

gionaire eontributed  aaterially to the outaome of the war.
 

I t mue t be bar n e i n mi nd t h at t he ent i r e ai t ua t i on - - th e ne ed f or s e ar e cy ,

t he i nf ar mal eh ai a of oo  onma nd , and t h e v ery f a c t of be i ng i n a f or e i gn coun -

try -= demanded a liigh da ree of eelf-discipline from each and every membe r ®f

th e Condor Legion, and it was this aelf-diecipline whioh created the deflni-

tive basis for the suoeess of the operation as a whole.
 , 

  g ood deal of ak i l l and t he ab i l i t y t o i mprov i s e wer e a l s o r e qui r e d of

the Legion if it was to cope iri.
th the inadequacies and deficiencies encouut-

  ered at every step in such a way as to prevent their having a derogatory effeat
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on operations. This aspect is particularly deaerving of inention ln 41eT of the

f ac t t h at t he Le g3 ona   .r e s  rer e ac cu et omed t o t h e f i r m and c l ear l y - de f i ne d

atandarda.characteriaing the chain of command, organization, adminiatsation,

and s uppl   o f t h® ar ®e d f or c e a f n Ger ma r  r.

Thoee errors and weaknssses rhich occurred in individual cases deapite

t he gr ea t oe,r e ez er a i s s d i n t h e s e l ec t i on of per s onn e l ,

   --  •   _
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a nd wh i c h c a.r. pr o bab l y nev e r be e l i mi na t ed er.t i r e l
,y , wer e u s u a l l y c omp en s a t ed f v r

by the fir_e spirit o7' comradeship prevailing in the force as a whole. Any officer

or en l i s t ed man wh o p r ov ed i n an y way i n c a pa b l e of c a r r ,y
i n g ou t h i s s h ar e o f' t h e

c ommo n t a s k or who wa s gui l t y e f' mi s c oridu c   wa J r ep l r. c ed wi t hou t f  a r t he r a do

and sant back to Germany .
This pr;ncinle, adhered to with ri.i

thless consistency,

n a t u r a l l y co n t r i bu t e d s gr ea t d ea l t o t  i e f ac t t h at t he u n i t s ma i n t a i n ed a h i gh -

l y s a t i s f ac t or y r e cor d a s f ar a s t h Q co :npo s  _t i on of t h t i r p er BOnn e l wa s con c er n ed .

In vieW of thp unu su al candition s, it was inevitable that the units as a

wh o l e , fl s we l l ,z s t h e i n :: :i v i du d l Le g i o n a i r e , s h o u l d a c qu i r e s o me h wa t t l .̂ e a u r a

o f a n a d v e r.
t u r e r , i n t h :  b e s t, s e n s e o f t h e vro r d . Ar.d t h i s mu 9 t b e v   ewe d a s a

p   s i t i v e d ev e l o p men t , f o r a p a r a d e - g r vu n d s o l d i e r , a.t h i s b e s t i n m i l i t a r y d r i l l ,

would certainly have be en ou t of p lace in Spain .

I t s r o a l d b e erAph a s i z ed a t t h i s p a i n t t h a t t r .e r e l a.t
i   n s b e t Ke en t tiie mea b e r a

o f t h e Con dor Le g :i on Pn d t he Sp an i sh popu l a t i on wer e ex t _r emel y c or d i a l f r om t h e

very be inning. 'i'he  paniards had a certain resnect for the German soldier, his

military accomplishments, a: d his personal bearin ;, and the GerIDan volunteers

were received with admi.ra
tion and eager hospitality wherever they went. 'Nhere-

v er t h e i r co n  az n d po s t s we r e l o c a t ed , t  !: e commu n i t i e s - - i n t h e pe r s on s o f t h e

l e ad i ng f ami l i e s - - a s su ii:e d r e s pon s i b i l i t y - or bi l l e t t i ng a n d f e ed i n r t h em.

 ':any a party was given in thwir honor
5
.

5 - Beust, op. cit., pa 'es 14, 57, 7 , 79  &C  also Generalleutnant a.D. Jae-

necke in his contribution to this study.
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IV . The Eguipment of the Condor Legion

A. Fl
.y

i n  li ni t s

At the time of its arrival in Spain, th e Condor Legion had the following

aircraft at its disposal:

20 J u- 52 ' s a s t r a.ns por t and bomber ai r c ra f t

14 }i e - 51 ' s a s s i ng l e - e ngi ne f i grh t er a i r c r a i t

6 Iie-45's as close-range reconnaissance aircraft

2 naval aircraft (1 He-59 and 1 He-60
)

The f o l l owi ng a i r c r a f t s o on ar r i v ed f or t e s t i ng r ,nd ex per i ment al pur po s e s

( wi t;?  c i v i l i an c rews ) :

1 He-50 and 2 Hs-123's
(dive bomber and close-support aircraft)

6

Bomber Group (K 88)

JU-52
7
s

I n t h a be   i nni ng , t ne bomber s qua dr ans rre r e e qui pped x i t h t he Ju- 52 , Whi ch

had al s o be en u s ed t o tr an s po r t t he Mor o e c an t r o ops f r om g f r i c a t o Spa i n ( 30 t o

35 men per aircraft). The Ju-52, wh .c
h at trat time was still the standard air-

cr a f t f ox th e maj or i t y o f t h e Lu f t waf f e ' s bomber uni t s , wa s t he f ami l i ar t hr e e-

engine commercial model used b
,y

the German Lufthan sa, which had been converted

into a bomber by the installation of airborne armaments, bomb-release mechanisma,

and aiming equipment.

The flight characteristics of tre Ju-52 were excellent. It was easy to

o pe ra t e , s tab l e i n f l i gh t , r obus t l y co ns t ruc t e d , and c apab l e of be i ng f l own en-

t i r e l y by i ns t r  .iment .

6 - I n f or rua t i on obt a i ned f rn m Ge ne ral l eu t nan t a . D. J a enec ke ' s cont r i but i on t o

t he pr e s ent ;  t u d
,y .

7 - Beust, op. cit., pages 23-26, 38/39, snd Appendix 1 ;

Table of Perfornance Characteristics of German  ilitary Aircraft, 1 December

 93s (KarlsruhP Document Collectionj;

Li s t of Ger man Comba t Ai r cr af t ( Kar l s r uhe Do cu rnen t Co l l e c t i on )
.
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1Ve v e r t h e l e s s , i t wa s r.o t    n t i r e l y a  .
i t e d t o e mp l o ;y me n t i n mi l i t a r y o p e r a -

t i o n s b e c a.u s e i t wa s s l o w ( a.p p r o x i  na t e l y 1 5 0 mi l e s p e_r
h o u r a t v e Ty l

.o w a l t i -

t u d e  
, n o t v e r y ma n e u v e r a b l e , a n d i na d e a  i a t e l y a r me d . '1'h e f a c t t h a t t h e p o s i t i o n s

of thF pilot and the bombardier w ere so far apart made exact adher ence to the

t s r g e t a p p r o a c }: c ou r s e v Hr y d i f f i c u l t . T    e ma x i ,nu m a l t i t u d e e.
t t a i n a b l e wi t h

a f u l l l oa,d o f f u e l
. : .n d boTb s , 11 ,   80 f e e t , wa s i n ad e qu a t e .

  n   i n e s : 3 _   r w- 13 2 e ng i n e s , wi t h a _r a t e d power o f 84 5 ho r s e p ower

Ar mament : I n t   re b e  ;i n ni n   ;, on l y 2 mobi l e ma ch i n e - a'-un s , ona i n t h e t a i l

and t h e o t h e r i n t he   u n l; o s l t l Ull u nd er t h e f u s e l a ge ( t h e s o- c a l l ed " po t " } ;

both ,guns were aimed to shoot towar3s the rear, and treir field of fire was

l i mi t e d . '̀_'   ,e s e d e f en s i v e a r ma merlt s wer e i mp r o v ed a t t r oop l ev e l l a t e r on by

the installation of addi_
tional machine-guns

(up to five in number), including

two fixed guns mounted on the win, s between tne 7
.atera

l engines and the fuselage.

  o mb- RE  7 c-a.s e   .n d Ai rni n  Dev i c e s : Th e ma x i :num b omb- l oa d c on s i s t e d of

3,307.5 lbs., stored in bornb-bays and made up of 551.25-1b., 110-25-1b., and

22-1b. bombs and incendiary bombs. But in view of the extensive quantities of

fuel needed for relatively lo  flights and th : frequently inadequate airiields

( s h or t r u nwa ,y s , s ol t or u n eve n r; r ou nd )
, t    e bomb - l o ad u su a l l y h ad t o b c r edu c ed

to from 2,205 t,o ?,
646 lbs. Th°_ maximum fuel load of 495.2 gallons was enough

f o r a t o t a l f l i g nt t i me oi a   pr ox i ma t e l y f'i v e h our s . d s su mi n g an av e r a g e f u e l

consumption of ninety-nina  allons par hour, tnis r eant a combat sp
 
ed of ap-

pr ox i ma t e l y 1 30  ni l e s p  r h ou r a t a n a l t i t  id e of   , B  .C f e e t . Thu s , wi t r a

b o mb - l oa d of 2 , 20 5 l b s . , t h e a i .r c r a i + h a d a m  ci rnuu  r ad i u s o f a c t i on of 310 . 5

miles from its take-off field .

:  me cr.an i c a l b omb- s i gh t , o per a t ed by t he b omba r d i e .r i n e. r e t r a c t ab l e " po t "

u nd er t h e f u s e l a ; e , s er v ed a s t he a i mi nd; d ev i c e .
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Th e b omb a r d i er c ou l d    1 9o make rni n or c c r r ec t i oils i n cc u r s e by a d j u s t i n g a n

auxili3ry side rudder.

I t ad i o r,    u i pme nt : Ra a i o equi.pme rl t Wa s l i mi t e d t o t h e i n st r ume nt s n e ed ed

f or a i r c r a f't - ba s e d di r e c t i on f i n d i n ; , •xr i ch ma d e b o t h n av i   a t i on s.nd c amvuf l a g ed

radio communication extremely difficult. Ir.struments
for direction finding on

b o ar d , a i r - t o- a i r eommu n i ca t i on s , a nd i n t  :r c o:nmun i cat i on s i n s i d e t he a i r c r a i 't

were completely lacking.

For t ile co nd i t i cn s pr ev a i l i n g a t t ha,t t i me , t h e J u- 5 2 wa s en t i r e l y i n ad e-

quate as a bomber; techn .ca
lly, it  ras far inferior to tre aircraft ernployed

by the Reds in Spain. hs a result, very soon it had to be restricted to day-

t i me empl oy mcn t wi i,h a f i  ; : i t e r e s cor t or t o n i   }: t mi s s i on s . Ncv er t he l e 3 s t h e

Ju-5  continued ta be employed in Spain until the end of 1937, by W-'1ich time

the LeGion's bomber group had been completely converted to the He-111. The

Spanish units continued to fly the Ju j2 until the end of the war.

Des.ite an au thorized equi pment strength of twelve aircraft per squ adron

( t hu s a t o t a l o f t h i r t y - s i x a i r c r a f t f o r a1 1 t h r e e s qu a d r o n s  
, a n a v    r a g e o f

thirty to thixty-fiv e operab le Ju-  2's was avail ble to the bomber grou p during

the per iad from th z b eginr:ing of the und er taking up to i he point when the group

began the change-ov er to the new er mod els.

The s e f i gur e s do no t i n c l ud e t he t ^ r e e a i r c r a f t a s s i gn e d t o t h e s t a f f

squadron.

He-111-3:

Lh e co nv er s i vn of t he b omb c-:r gr oup t o t h e He- 111 beg an i n Apr i l 19 37 .

Durin  the period from April to June of that year, the squadrvns had a total

of t wen t y o f t h p n ew a i r c r a f t pl u s t Ren t y o f t h e ol d e r J u - 72 ' s .

I y t h e end o f 1  37 , t h e b omb er   r ou p ha d b e en co al:l e: t e l
,y conv er t ed t o t h e

rIe - 111 .

Th e Re- 171 wa s t he mo s t u p - t o- d <  t e bomb er w' !:  ch t h e Lu f t wa f f e had a t t h a t
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•

t i me . I-t rra e a t wi n- eng i ne ma.ch i ne , wi t h a r a t e d t ake - of f parre r of 9 50 hor s e -

"t DB-600-t e e ee and fitted with hi -altitude au:er-po rer f or ea ch vf i s y p ag  , Sh P

ehar g er e . -

. .
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Cr ew: Four men (p i l ot , bomaa r d i er , r e.a i oms.n , t a  . l   , nn er )

Ai r o o r ne   r mamen t s :  'h r e e mob i l e ma ch i n e gu n s

  a d i o a n d lya v i {;a t i o n a l L qu i p me n t : k d e    u a t e t o :ma k e t h e r e - 1 1 1 f u l l y e a p a -

b l e o f i n   t,r u mf  n t f'1 i gh t .

,
Op er a t i ona l Cei l i n  : 4 . 34 mi l e 9

Speed: G •ovnd spAed -- maximum 18o mph

- - c r u i s i n g s p: e d 1? G mph

9t altitude o£ 2.5 mila; -- maximum 230 m: h

- - c r ui   i n ; s p e ed 214 mph

Fl i   h t Han   ;e : 27 6 mi l e s ^ t dn al t i t u c e ot ' 2 . 5 mi l e s {c r u i s i ng r an g e )

 omb-Load: Up to 3,307.5 1• s.

Fl
.y

i ng  Ne i   n t : 22 , G50 l b s .

Ju-8 :

At t   ie b e    i n r.
i n g o f 1 9 37 , a f e w mo Ce 7

. s a i t h e f i r s t Ce r ma n d i v e b o mb e r , t h e

J u - 8 7 , wh i c i  wa s t o p l a y s u c h a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e d u r i c  'yVo r l d iNa r I I , we r e a s -

s i g n c: ci t o t h e Co n d o r Le g i o n f o r e x p e r i mer: t a l pu r p o s e s . Th e y w :r e wi t h d r  ,.wn qu i t e

s o o n , h ow e v e r , s i n c e t h e y t u r n e d o u t t o b e n o t y e t r e a d ;  f o r e mp l oy men t f r o m

t h e s t a :2d p o i n t o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l r e l i a b i i i t ;f . l t w a n o t u n t i l 1 9 3 8 t h a t a f l i g h t

o f J u - 8 7 ' s wa   a s   i g n e d t o t h e Leg i on o n c e mo r e , f o r i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o t h e b o rn b -

e r  ;r o u p . mh e J u - 8 7 wa s    l s o e m:: l o y e d e x p er i r  en t a l l y a s a c l o s e - s u p p o r t a i r -

crait, as was the other dive bomber mod el,
the _•is-1?3.
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Si ng l e- En  i a e Fi   t e r Gro up ( J/ 88 ) 8

He- le

The f i g2i t er aqu adr on a l r e ady i n Spa i n pr i or t o t he ar r i v al of t he Condor

Legion was equipped with aircraft of the He- 1 type, and thia was alao the

machi ne s a si g ned t o t he Leg i on ' a f i gh t er gr ou p duri n g t he e ar l y st a.g ea o f oper - •

a t i on s . The He- yl was a b i p l ane wi.t h an ope n co ckpi t . I t c ar r i e d two r i g i dl y

mount e d maohi n e gun e a s armecment s , a nd wa s e qu i pped wi t h a r el e s ae meohan i s m

f or s i x 2 2- 1b . f r agmen t at i on bomba . I t h ad no radi o e qui pmen t wh at s o eve r ,  rhi ch

meant that aommunieation during formation flight had to be reatriQted to visual

s i gna l s .

Th e Red f i gh t er a i r cr af t i n us e a t t h a t t i me , t he "Ra t a " and t he "Cur t i s a ",

were clearly superior to the He-51 in resp®ct to speed, maneuverability, elimb-

i ng pe r f o rmsn c e , a nd a i rborne ar mament s - - i n shor t i n al l t ho s e qual i t i e s whi eh

go t o make up a g ood f i gh t er ai rc r af t .

For t h i s r ea so n t he Ger ma n f i gh t er s had t o av o i d aer i al comba t wi t h t he

enem y whenever poasible. There were occasions, of courae, when an encounter

with the Rata,s or Curtisees could not be sidestepped. The German fighters were

hard put to carry out their prirnary objectives, namely the defense of their own

f r ont ar e a , t he i r ai r f i e l ds , e t c . , l e t a l ona t he mi s s i an o f ac hi ev i ng ai r sup-

er i or i t y by ef f ec t i v e f r e e a er i a l ca mba t .

As a r e sa l t , t he He- 51 ' s Rer e gr adu al l y r e s t r i c t ed t o di r ee t suppor t o f

g round ope r at i ons by me ans of a t t aek on obj e c t i v e s l ac at ed i n t he i mmedi at e

  n i c i n i t y of t he f r ont , a t t ac k on e ne my rnar ch i ng co l umna , a nd t he e l i mi nat i on

of ene my

8   Galland, op. cit., pagea 4 -48;

Beume l bur g , op . c i t . , pag'e 17 4 ;

Beust, op. cit., pagee 3s/39;  

Tab l e of Per f or ma nc e Char a ct er i s t i c s of Ger man 1Q.i l i t ar y Ai r cr af t , 1 De c e mbe r

1938 (Karlsruhe Document Collection).
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a r t i l l e ry and ant i a i r c ra f t ar t i l l er y by me an s o f l ow- l eve l a   t a cka rri t ri a i r bor ne

armaments and bombs. These were all tasks which the heavy bombers were unable

to accomplish with precision and effectiveness. After the introduction of the

Me- 10 9 , t h e He- 51 wa 9 ex c l u s i v e l y u s ed fo r the t a s k s de s cr i b ed ab ov e , a ch i ev i ng

a l ar g e mea su r e of s uc c e s s i n t h i s re l a t i ve l y new f i e l d of c l o ee - suppor t oper a-

tions.

Tox ar da t h e e nd of 19 37 , t h e l st an d 4 t h Squadr ons o f t he f i g ht er gr oup

Wer e c ompl e t e l y e qui pped wi t h i  e- 10 9 ' s , wh i l e t he 2d and 3d Squ adr ons r e t ai ned

t he He- 51 ' s f or s pe c i al e mpl oy me nt i n c l o s e - suppor t ope r a t i ons . Dur i ng t he

s ummer o f 1 938 , one of t h e t wo l at t er aqua dr ons wa s al so c onv er t ed t o I  e - 109 ' s ,

s o t ha.
t a t o t a l o f t hr e e s qua dr ons wer e e qui ppe d wi t h t he new mod el .

Technical Data of the He_51
8a

De s i   ;n : Combi n ed de s i gn , b i pl a.ne , o pen co r,kpi t , r i g i d l a ndi ng g e ar

En ine: One BMW-VI, 750 horsepower

Crew: One pilot

Airborne Armament s: Two rigidly mounted machine guns

Rad.
i a Egu i pme nt : None

Bomb-Release Mecha.nism:
For six 22-1b . fragmentation bombs

Performance:

Speed: maximu.m speed 205 mph

Climbing Ability: from 0 to 3,280 feet in 1.4 minutes

Oper a t i ona l Cei l i ng : 24 , 256 f e et

Flight Range:

Armor P1a in : None

8a - Based on the catalogue of the Heinkel models, 1922-1940
(Heinkeltypen-

schau 1922-1940
)
, 1941, Rostoak , page 23•
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_
De i : Li ght - m®t .d'1I ' l ow- Ri ng ai r cr af t ,   i .th c abi .cs c ookpi t and r et ra  t - ,

able landimg gear `

Cr ewi . One p3a ot   . 

  En ne   One ' Jumo 21Q-  

 
. Airborne Armament$:  Three rigidl, r maun

ted machine gune

.
Redi o   ia  3.pment : Eqhi pmen t f or bs  t b ai r- t o- gr ound and e3r-   o- ai r cam-  
.

. mursi   ,t i o  [ .

. . 8  mb--xel e aee   ach  .i
  =_,

For   3v e 22- 1b . bomba

.. .

  Per f orman a e s

. . Speeds At sltitude of 0 fe®t -- maximum apeed 260 mph

_ -- oruising speed 2 b mph  

lt altitade of 2.  milee -- raazimum speed  8  mph

- - - cr nf
.si ng epe ed 245 mph

.

.
  Cl i nbf ng Per f o  ne e :   Ir a  .

0 t o 2. 5 ®i 1e s i n 4. 6 mi n  t e s

 
 

 
. ,  f ron 0 ` t o 3 . 10 mi l e s i n 6 . 2 mi nut ee • _ -

.
,

f r om   t o 3 . 7 2 mi l e s i n 12 . .4 mi rYUt e s

  , Oper at i onal :Cei l i n  5 . T1 mi l e s

F],a ght 
Du  ,a

ti 85 ®i mit e a at an al t i tude of 2.   mi l ee •

•   95 ®inute  at an  ltitude of 3.72 mile 

  Aaemor Pl at i   toae

  l sri lfei   h    
. 

4  a' l bs .
._ ,

y  zc   -    e    : , , .
_ . .

D the su t uma   f 1  38 , both  t he Me squa,dr one of t he f i ght s r group  hsd

, ..
  , . . ..

- '  aert e u i PPs d u i.
t h t he   or e u p- t o- da t e mod e   , t he   e- 1 0 9- D, As aompaa  ed •

q

-- mi t h t he M    l O    B, t lr  '.
  mode2 ac  d r emaf n f n f l i ght l ozsgds

,
  •

_, . ,
.

, -

_  . , - .
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( 1   5 mi nu t e s a s eo mpar ed wi t h 9 5 mi rn   t e s at an a l t i t ude o f 3 . 7 2 mi l e e )
, whi s h

.

®ade it possi.
ble to pr04ide a longer-range fi

.
ghter eBCOrt for the bombere.  

As  'ar as e eed and alimbi abilit were conasrned, ths erfarmanee o  theP 1' 8 Y P

new model srae substantially the eame as that of the older one.
The D model,

aarr i ed f a r r a aah
.
i ne gun s r at her t ban t hr e e .

The He-109-D remainQd the staadard fighter for the Condor Legion until

t k e end of the Speni eh Ci Yi l War ; and i t proved t o be v ery sat i sf s at ory f a

all reapects.

gerial Beooru aissanas Sauadron (l/88)
9

'C].as e- RanRe RecQnnai BSa.nce Ai r cr af t

  . •• 6:

Thi e ai r era f t , a f e r of wh i ch we r e ue e d dur i ng t h e e ar l y at ag e e of ope   - :

at  
.ons i n 3 pai n , * a s t he model   t   rrhi ah t he al os e - r ang e r e oonna,i s s a  to e.:

uni t a  

o f t he Qer ma.
n Luf t waf f e wer e at i l  

. equi
.p

pe d i n 19 36 . -   -

In maes produotion since 1933, it was alear that the He-46 was teehno-

l ogi ca l l  r out of dat e by 1g36.

Desi : Combir ation design, h 
.g
h-xing monoplane *ith rigid landing gear

  rhi oh coul d be r epl a e ed by al edge r unner s

3
.ae:

One Si:emeas SAM-22-B, an air-cooled nine-cylindsr radial ehgine

without high-altitude superchar er ; rated power 600 horaepo rer ; non-ad ust-

ab l e pr ope l l e r s  

CreR  Pilct and observer, in open oockpite arranged eide by eide  
r , .

Ai rborne A  ament s s One ri gi dl y ®ount ed maoh .n.e gu n ai med t owar aa t he
;.  --

f r ont e ad one. mobi l   rr achi ne gun ai med t o rards t he rear

S

9 - Beumelbur,g, op.
cit., pagES 35 36, 60, 69, 149, 174   

Beust, op. oit., paSe 39   
Tab 1e of Pe  f qs man.c e Cha r ac t e r i e t i c s of Ger ma  : ld  .l i t sr y Ai r cr af t , 1   e C®m-

b er 1.  38 (   ar l sr ahe Dpaumen t 8o l l e c t i on ) ; a  .

. eat Colleation .
  Liet of Geirman Combat Aircraft (Ksrleruhe Docw n

.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

 
2

    ,  .
:

3

lt ad i o J gu i p:ne ii t : Lon ;r -  Nrw e ! >e    t r 4r s ;::i t t e r (   ad i u itiiou   l 1T  i Ur t wo -

way c au:m ;n i ca t i   n wi t h t he  °r o rn d ; t r a i l i n:; s n t e r na

F_h a t o   r a . :r_i c Lu u i p r!r: n t : Ku t o :na t i c a e   -i a l c a T   r a wi t h f o c a l d i s t a n c e s

o f 2 0 0 a na   0 0 m:n ; r a nd c a me r a wi t h f o c a l d i s t i .r c e o f 1 9 u mm

  omb- 13Ai c < .s e lrlec n :uzi s m: For t en 22- 1b . f r a.;;  nr:r.  a t i on b omb s , wi  i ch c ou l d

b e s t or Ed i n t h e f u s e l a   •p l I1 pi a c e   f i,h   a.r  t a ma t i c c r .mer a. ; wh en t 1. e a i r c r a f t

c a r r i e d b or: b s , i.t 3 r a.a i u s of' a c t i an wa s s :r:a r p l y r educ ed si nc z t h e we i  ; h t of

t h n b o!!i'r s pr  rc l l  ci eci t t!e c a r r y i n  of ? x t r a f u e l ; :nec h r_n i ca l womb- s i    h t

:l r mor F! a t i n ,Y: I  o:•.e

'l   i;; iie - Qr cau l d rlo t b e o per i~t e a b;t i n s t r u mc;n t a ].orre .

Pcr f or ;ca r!c e :

;j   ('.  ? (  :   i t a r l c7.
1 t 1   t:. Cl a    f .

G % in l   E' S   r!I a 7Cl r̂ t 1:I1 5 P   ' F'.C
1 1 5 5 m p 11

'   " " c r u i .  i n   s p e e d 1 3t1 mp h

  , t    .n   .
l t i t ti u   o f 2 .  ̀ m  7 e s , !n.  x i !nu m s p e e d 1 5 1 mp h

   " " c r u i s i
.n  T s r? e e d i 2 d mp h

F l i   ;h t   a n g e : 1 5   ; mi l e s

C  p e r a t i o n a l Ce i l
.
i n   : 1 , 9 EP

_
f e e t

F l   ri n ,r 'JVc  i   h t : Q
.,

9   7
.

1'ci s .

"' we r  t y - o r  ;r o `  ; i i   s e iIe - ? h ' s w  r t t   ir n e d o v e r t -  t h e S p exri s h Ai r Fo r c e ,

wh e r e t h e y w r r  • r  a t t o   ;o o d u s    u rit i l ti h e =. rrd o f 1,!  e wh r .

He -  
.
5 :

Tile
 

   - 4 j ,  Rh i    h h a d b e    n i n t r o d  .1c E d i n 1 a 3 3 a r:d wr  c : h a.
d b t e n t     e

   er ma n Lu f t ;: a   • ̀'  =: ' s s t a r  d a.r
d c l r  s e - r r .n f,   • r e c o n n a i s s a n c e a i r c r a i 't ;, i n c e 1 9 3 5  

h a t  b e  : n   ^ s i
. r,n e d o r i ; i rra l l y   s a l o n   - r a n     e r e c o n T 3   s :;  l n c e a i
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scheduled i or recor naissance operations for the Army ; this xas the ease

until 1937.

The single-engine He-70, also ca:led the "Blitz" (lightning flash}, had

become famaus as the Lufthansa's express mail airplan e even before it Was

 onverted to a long-range reconne.issance aircraft by the installation of

airborne arma.ments and other military equipment. The 31itz had created quite

a sensation among exoerts because oi' its speed, which xas based not upon the

power of its engines but upon its p3rticu larly effecti re aeradynamic design .

Ne  .-c  r t he l e s 9 , de s p i t e t he f a c t ; ha t i t r e pr e s e nt ed an a dv anc e ov e r t h e He- 4 5

(particularly as regarded speed), it proved to be not entirely suitable for

use as a  nilitary aircraft, chiefly because of its low operativnal cailing,

i nade qu a t e de f e ns i v e ar ma.men t s , and t he l i mi t ed f i e l d o f v i s i on whi ch c ou l d

be covcred by the observer. In comparison with the coma ercial Blitz, the

military Se-70 flew almost 18.5 miles per hour slo rer, as a result of the extra

weight occasioned oy the airborne xeapons and the carr:ouflage painting.

Desi n: Combination design; a low-wing aireraft with cabin cockpit

and retractable landing gear

y n   ,*
i
.n e : BI  ' V- YI , t we l v e - c y l i nd e r s a r r a n g e d i n a V- f o r m, g l y c o l - c o o l e d ,

sustained performan ce 660 hor sepower at 0 altitude ; no h igh-altitude su per-

charger

Crew : Pi1ot, observer, ar.d radiomnn

 ±irborne Armaments: One mobile machine gun aimed towards t= e rear and

upwards; one mobile machine gun aimed towards the rear ar d downwards

Radiv EQuipments Radio Nlodel YIII for air-to-ground telegraphy ; EZ- 

for direction finding based on audible ai6nals

Photogratihic Eguipment: As in the 3e-45

Bomb-Release Mechanism: hone

Pe f o rnanc e :
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  ':   

The He-59 wa$ a twin-engine float seaplax e, wh ich -- because of its re-

l a t i v e l
.y

l ow ap e ed - - c au l d b e e np l oy e d a ga i ns t pro t e c t ed t ar g e t s on l y i n

ni gh t t i me mi s ei on s .

Desi n: Combined design

Crep : Three men

En  i ne s : TWO BMtA- VI - 6 . Q engi ne s , rat ed povrer 6 90 HP ea ch

Airborne Arrnaments: Three mobile machine-guns, supplemented on an egper-

imental basis by one 20 mm cannon

Bomb Lo ad : To t al of 2 , 20 5 l b s ( 11Q- l b , 5o 5- l b , 1 , I 00- l b )
, or on e 2 , a6 6-

l b t or pedo , or mi ne s wi t h de pt h adj u s t me nt , o r t hr e e s moke

g ene r at or s

Pe rf o rma nce :

Spe ed   At 0 al t i t u de , max i mum Bpe e d 136 . 6 mph

" " cruising speed 125.4 mph

At an al t i t u de of 1 . 2 mi l e s , max i mum epe ed 131 . 6 mph

 + ++ " " c ru i s i ng s pe ed 121 mph

Operational  eilings 2.42 rniles

Fl i ght Rang e at 0 Al t i t u de : a s bombe r : 301 mi l e s

as torpedo carrier: 273 mile9

as emoke generating aircrafts 301 milee

Fl y i ng   le i gh t : 1 9 , 804 l b s ( max i mum 

xe-6o-D:

Thi s wa s a s i ngl e - eng i ne c oa s t e.l and s hi p- ba s ed r e c onna i s s anc e ai.r c r a f t ,

e qui pped wi t h f l o at s . The Nav a l Ai r Squ adr on had on l y a f ew He- 6 0- D' s a t

i t s di spo s al .

Desi : Combined design, capable of being launched by catapult

Crex: Two men
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  ; B  91i- YI- 6 . 0- ZU, r   t ed power 660 HP

  bc rne Armament a.: Two mac bi x  e- guns

  ©tog re.phic EQ ipment: lerial  camaras or, inatalled in place of theae 

oas a.oke generator

Perf or manc e :

9pe eds At 0 a l t i t t  de , ma z i mum epe ed 150 mph
.

 

- " " cruising epeed 128.5 mph

gt an e1.t i t uds of 2 . 5 mi l e s , maz i mum spe ea 14o mph

Oper at i onal Cei l i ng : 2. ge mi l e s

,
Flight Renga: 298 milea (maximum )

,
  F1 Wei hts 7 8 lbe,93

,

B. Ant i ai r ar af t Ar t i l l er y For ce s
l l

, -

•.
The he av y ant i ai r cr a f t a r t i l l er y ba t t er y whi ch f or me d t he ba s i c ar -

.

tillery unit ia Spain was equipped .ith four 88 mm autiairaraft artillery
I

cannon.

  This oannon, whose developm:ent goes a11 the way baak to World War Z, w88

emplo red in the begi ning ®zclusively ia accordan ce with ite original purpose,

i . e . f or de f e ns e ag ai n et ehe my a t t a ak f ro m th e ai r .
The f a ot t hat t he Red

  a i r un i t s , af t e r l o s i ng s i x t y- one a i r cr a f t t o t h e Ger man ant i a i r ar a f t ar t i l l ery

b a t t er  r, beg an t o aQa i d t he ba t t er y po si t i ona ent i r e l y , c oupl e d

11 - Horet Adalbert Soch, op. cit., pages 20, 106/107, lOq, 112 113, 118,

120/121, 123 124.
  i r   lar l c adenqr 1(anu al ( Lei t f ad ea der Luf t kr i eg s aohu l en )

, "Ei n Bat z de r

Dau t s ah en Luf t e:a f f e wahr end de s s pa ni echen Biir g er kr i ege a" ( Empl ay ment

  of t he Ger man Luf t wa f f e dur i ng t h e Spani ah Ci v i l War )
, pe g®a 17 a/ l T9

(Karlsruhe Document Colleation).

Vol kman.n , "Kur zer Er f ahrunBsber i aht p ber dan Ei ns at Z der Legi on Condor

in der 2eit vom 1.11.37-31.10.3
8" (Brief xeport of Etperience Gained -

.
dur i ng t he E npl oyment of the Condor Legi on f rom 1 November 193? t o

31 October 193H}, ps.ges
11 and 12 (Kerleruha Doaument Collection).

r '
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  J

wi t h t he l ack of ar t i l l e ry equi pment pr eva.i l i ng i n the Spani s h f or ce s brought

the employment of the German antiaircraft artillery cannon againat ground tar-

gets more and more into the foreground. Thua the operations in Spain proved

f or t he f i r s t t i me t hat t he Ger man ant i ai rcr af t art i l l ery oannon wer e capabl e

of bei ng us ed f or a number of di f f er ent pu rp os e s .

The 86 mm cannon,  ith its high firing speed, the devaetating effeetive-

ne s s of i t s exp l o 9i v e she l l s and ar mor - pi er c i ng gr enade s , and i t s f i r i ng r ang e

of up to eight miles, was a Reapon capable of deciding the outcome of an en-

tire battle.

Ammuni t i on : Car t r i dge gr ena de s wi t h t i me f u ae f or empl oy men t ag ai ns t

a i r t ar ge t s and  ri t h per cu ss i on f u s e f or us e aga i ns t gr ound

t ar ge t s ; ar mor - p i e r c i ng g r ena de s Wi t h t r a c er ammuni t i on .

I n th e oa s e of e mpl oy me nt aga i n et ai r t a r ge t s , t he c ompu t at i on and di r e c -

t i o n of f i r e f o r t he ent i r e b a t t ery was ha r.dl e d by t he ant i ai r c r af t a r t i l 7,er y

f i r e eon tr ol s e t , wh i ch pro v i d ed c ons t a.nt f i r i n g dat a f or eac h i ndi v i dua l

c annon i n t er ma of di s t sn c e , di r ec t i o n , a nd al t i t ude ( af t er maki ng al l owa.nc e

f or app l i c ab l e   eat her f a c t or s and t he l oa di ng l ag )
, and RYri

. ch t o ok c a s e of

adjusting the automatic fuse setter.

The r ang e co mpu t er u s ed by t he he av y ant i a i r c raf t ar t i l l er y ba t t er y  ra s

an opt i cal devi c e on t h e 4 m ba s i s ( s t er eo - phot ogr amme t r y )
.

The l i ght ant i a i r e r af t e r t i l l er y un i t s , one of   h i c h Ra s a s s i gne d t o eac h

he avy ba t t er y  ri t h t he t a sk of co mbat t i ng enemy l ow- f l y i ng a i r cra f t , cons i s t -

ed of t hr e e l i gh t ( 20 mm) ant i ai r craf t a r t i l l e r y cannon e ac h .

The 88 mm cannon vere transported in two loads by means of special rubber-

t i r ed di v i ded t r a i l er e dr awn by t r ac t o r e . I mrn edi at e f i r i n g r eadi ne s s  ra s

g uar ant e ed at al l t i me s .

The battery wae sugmented by an ammunition squadron, e. s
ignal communica-

t i o na s qua dr o n , e.nd a co mba t s uppl y gr oup .
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  he . BeA,r ah  3,ght s ue ed by th e  heavy bat t ery f or t arge t i l l nmi na,t i on at

nt ght hud a d i .amet er vf 4 .   f ee t . The ar c- l amp prodn c ed an i l l umi nat i Yag

po rs   eqta.i val eri t t o 1. 1   3.l l i on Hef ne r candl ea . When Teat her aondi t i on s   er e

f avor abl e, t hi s me arr  t t hat   , t ar get coul d be i l l umi na t ed at a d i at anoe of

2b , q.
04   eet and a t an al t i t ud e of 13 , 12 U t o 16 , 400 f e et . A 24-   rr gene r at or ,

dr i ven by a. gaso l i ne mot or , pxv vi ded the po rer ne   ded t o run the sear ch-  

' l i ght e .

. .   i
,

.

.
  .
.

  -    
 I

.

,

 

. ,

  .
a  
,

r
, .

'- , .   .
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L  t gnt i ai r oraf t Ar t i l l e r y Bat t e r y

.
The l i ght ant i a i r cra f t ar t i l l e ry ba t t e r y wa s ma de up of f our p l a t oons

of  three 20 mm cannon each, plus a searchlight platoon .

The 20 mm e ann:on rra s a r ec oi l - ope rat ed gun , wi t h bo t h s emi - aut omat i c and

fully automatie firing mechanisms which cou ld be adjueted for salvos or eon-
 
 

,
tinuous fire.

Th e ammuni t i on wa s f ed f r o m maga z i ne s co nt a i n i ng t wen t y r ounds e ach . I t

aonsiated of ezplosive grenades with percussion fuse and tracer ammunitioa,

armor-piercing grenades, or armor-piercing expbosive grenades. The weight of

the projectile9 was between 3.b and 5 oz.

The triangular gun mounts were equipped with levelling devices at each

. i
oorner in order ta aompensate for any unevenness in the terrain, and perm9.

t-
 

  ted all-round traverse. The gunner 's seat moved with the gun, and the gunner

aou l d open e i t h er s a l v o or c on t i nuou e f i r a si mpl y by a c t i v at i ng t he pr oper I

swi t ch wi th hi s f o o t .

The e annon wer e t r a napo r t ed by me ans o f a sp ea i al t wo- whe e l t r a i l er ,

f r o m wh i ch t he g un cou l d be di s mount e d and s et up on t he gr ound r e ady f or

a c t i oa wi t hi n a mat t cT of s ec onds .

The searohlight platoon was equipped with four searchlighta, eaah having

a diameter of 23 iaches; the lights oould be adjusted manuelly . The carbon

are-lampa provided an illuminating po+ er equivalent to 150 million Hefner

aandles. Targets at an altitude of 5,248 feet and at a distance of appro ci-

matel 10 170 feet could be illuminated.y  

The 37 mm pl a t o on wa e e qui pped wi t h t hr e e c annon . Thi 9 t y pe of' gvn wa s

s emi - aut omat i c i n opec at i on . I n t he b eg i nni ng i t wa s u s ed wi t h an ou t r i.g g er -  
I
,

t y p e mount l i ke th e one u s e d wi t h t h e 8 8 mm c ann on , and l a t e r on t r i angu l ar
I'I

mount s s i mi l ar t o t ho $e u s e d x i t n t he 20 mm gun$ wer e i n t r odua ed .   

The 37 mm oe .nnon wer e t r a n epo rt e d i n t h e s ame way a s t he 20 mm gun a .
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  ,   p e a r. Ld t o b e mo a"t d a .  le e r o u s i ii }  i s p u r t i c  a l a r   .r   s , o f o p e r a t i o n s d t a n y

  i v e n ?no  e n t .   s s o o n a s t h    ,a r  -   t c   .?.  :
i n t o e i ±'e c t i v   x a n g e , i t Rs.s

t h e n

h i t L;  t h  : c o n c p n t r =t e d : i r e o f   n e   n t i r e s    c t i un . '?' : ,A p l a t o o n l e a d e r c o u l d

c o n c a_n t
.r a t P t l  .r? e n t i r c   i r e l o we r   f h i s r, l    t c o n  o n a c e r   a i n t a .r   ,e

t ,  :i t r: e r

b y   i v i ng v   r b t .
l or d   r s o .r

b y u s i :    ; r r e -   r r d n ,   r  d s ;   ;?1a l s . T 7 e a c t u a.
I i i r i n  

o i t l-. e t;u n w =: t h *  i n.
a i v   d u a l r    s `   n s i b i l i t ;; o i ' c a c h ;  a i1 -: i: r .

'1'hu s e ac h   ,Tu n Ri t h i n t :  e l i  °r  t an t i ai 7-c r  ?  t   -t i l l ex y  .  n i t s   ra s r r ov i -

d ed wi t n i t s ov n c unt r o l ar d s :i    : t oqu i r  r   ent .

r̀ l: e 1
.
i   ; 'r_

t .a rrt i    i r c r a t' t n r• t i l l e r y u n i t ;; wer e a l s :  u s c d #' r e qu e r: t
.
l y a n ci

s u c c e s s f u l l y i n   r v u n d o p e r a t i r  n s d ur i   E    h e a   a r: i u h Ci v i l 'N   .r . T  :    i r po -

s i t i o n d ur i n  ; o -  t  r a t i o r. s c f' t h i ;;  : l ll(1 7i i;. J ias  .z:  l 1,f r i  ;   t b e   .i nd t ti  :   f o r 4rc.r
d

i n f   n t r y .
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Ammuni t i on : Hi gii l y s e n s i t i ve   co n t a a t f us e , wi t h t r a c er amaQUni t i on ,

Tnc endi ar y g r enade e ari t h and wi th ou t t r e.c er ammuni t i o n ,

Armor-piercing grenades.

The light antiaircraft artillery units did not have a central fire con-

trol set to direct the fire of an entire battery or platoon. Each aection

ahief independently had his gunners track whatever target
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C. Motor Vehicles
lla

The Condor Leg i on wa s e qui pped x i t h appr ox i ma t e l y 100 d i f f er ent

t y pe s of mo t mr v eh i c l e s . And s omet i me s , eve n wi t ni n t h e eame t y pe , t he r e

  er s a s many di f f er enc e s i n s par e par t 9 a s t h er e we r e di f f er ent mod e l s

and s er i e s .
  hi s l ed t o di f f i cu l t i e s and de l ay s i n kt epi ng t he Leg i on su p-

p l i e d v i t h t he s pa.r e par t a i t r.e eded and s ome t i me s made i t i mpo s s i b l e t o

earry out necessary repairs.

lla - See pages 49I5  for further details in this connection.
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and t he i r ch i e f e of s t a f f a s we 1 1 a s f or t he r e s pe c t whi ch F'r anco and hi s

g ene r e.
l s f e l t f or t hem.

12 - Beust, op. cit., pages 15 - 77.
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To beg i n wi th , the Condor Leg i on pr o ceeded i n accordsn ce wi th t he

pr i nci pl e e of a  mrna nd an d empl oyment v al i d at t ha t t i me wi t hi n t he Ger ma n Lu f t -

we.f f e , xi th , of co ur s e , c er t a i n modi f i cat i o na ne e ded t o c ope wi t h t h e s pec i -

f i c ai t uat i on at hand . At th e s ame t i me , howev er , t he Leg i on wa s e on at ant l y

g ai n i ng f ur t h er exper i enc e , so me o f wr i ch af f e e t ed ba s i c pr i nai pl e s of co m-

mand an d empl oymen t ; t hos e modi f i ca t i o n s dee med de ai r ab l e i n t he l i gh t of

ea per i snc e wer e pu t i n t o e f f e c t wi t hout de l ay and wi th ou t any di f f i c ul t  r oa

t he t echni cal or t a ct i c a l s e c t or s . The f a c t t h at s uc h c hange s cou l d be ef -

f e c t e d s o amoo t h l y i s c er t ai n l y t o th e c r edi t of t he Leg i o n ' s command er s , and

i t wa s s ur e l y one of t he de t e r rui ni ng f ac t or s f or t he su cc e s s achi s v e d by t h e

Leg i on a s we l l a s f or t he r e l a t i v e l y l ow l o s ae s su f f er ed by i t .

The developments and modifications experienced by the Condor Legion dur-

i ng i t s t wo and one- hal f y e ar a s ai gnment i n Spai n wer e many .  Pro gr e s ai ng

f r om t he f i r s t at ag e of i ni t i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s and s t o p- gap s ol ut i o ns , a s t i mt

Went on all the requirements imp icit in continuous dev elopment in the fields

o f t ac t i c s , or gan i z at i on , and t ec hno l ogy x er e r ec ogn i zed and pr ov i ded f or .

Af t er 19 37 , t he pecu l i ar i t i e s char a ct e r i s t i c of t h e e ar l y at ag e s of a

ai v i 1 war gr adu al l y ga ve way t o t h e o pe r a t i o ns of a "nor mal " Rar . To be sur e ,

t h i s  "nor mal " Rar wa s r e s t r i c t e d t o a re l a t i v e l y l i mi t e d t err i t or y ; i t nev er

r eac he d t h e g eo gr aph i cal eg t en t or t he mi l i t a ry ac ope of t he t vro Wor l d War s

and thus must be evaluated according to different criterie, in mQ y respecte.

a
It lay in the nature of the Sp nish Civil War that the main emphasis wae

pl ae ed on t he gr ound o per at i o n s of th e Ar my , on i t s l o oal v i c t or i e s , and on

i t a t e r r i t or i al ga i ns . Thu s i t wa s f i r at of a l l t he pr i nc i pl e s gov e r ni ng t he

c oo per a t i on be t Ree n t he ar my e,nd t he ai r f or ce s whi ch we r e put i n t o ef f eot and

sub j e c t e d t o fu r t he r deve l o pme n t . The v al uab l e exper i enc e ga i ned i n th i s

par t i cu l ar f i e l d wi l l be d i acu as ed i n de t a i l i n Cha pt er IY .

The c on c e pt of s t rs t egi c ai r mi s s i on s wa s r e l ega t e d mor e and mor e t o t he

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

 
44 - a

     

baa kgrvund   and i t i s de f i ni t e l y o pe n t o que s t i o n Wh e t h er t h i s dev e l op ae nt

 ra s u   r e a l l y an adv s n t a ge f or the ou t c ome of t he Ci v i l War i n the l ong

r un , Toda r, ot aour s e , we ar e no l onger i n a po ai t i on t o prov i d e a de f i ni -

t i ve ans . er t o th e qu e st i on of vhe t h er t he end of t h e uar mi gh t no t h av e be en

ha s t en ed mat er i a l l y by me an a o f a sy at emat i c ai r campa i gn ag ai nat at ia t eg i c

t ar ge t $ i n t he enemy hi n t e r l an d , e s pe e i al l y s uppl y o en t er e , ee apor t s , and

supply routea.    

-
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  iì , . .

•
• '   ,

,
'   '

a .
.,
-
_
•

'.
 

.r e i3    i  , ,
  s .s w  td-  14  i cieaa.'t. e,  a  r'1  l -'dt ier      n# - -     b ' 

_ ,
t ': _

'   '  ;I
_ .   '

    !    
i '' _ _ -;

'
• • . •

,
 ;    

. -
.

:̀
r '

Y
 

'
L

M  
• _

-

' i  t !
:

      -

'

• -o
 

f _ -

 

,
: •

r . • C'
JJ  y

t
 
.

     1 
. .

.
.
  'yti
  ; J . , • J l

.=.
 

  f -.
I

: a •
Y

I
'

 

 

,

,
r

; 1     -,   r •
• 5

,

   } f ;  

•

  •
. - . ' , .  

: '

,

;

-
 

  '
- : ; ' ' J ' '  

i
~  

 

f r:
  •

,

 
-
    'm

.
: r   U '  ' t   •_

`
,  ' r 1i   F <

.•: . i , i iy• .
•L" ,   : •f '         . .,   • •_ •  : ti • '  

, ,. . - 'Y '' ' %1' '
•
` •

. . _ • ,   • • , , • ,   _
  -   :

_ . •' :  
_ . _  

• _.
 

_  .   '. ti i  ;
A  '

•
 

 
 

  ,
      . • ^ - , 1 .    

•t • + . - • •   :
_

1
. -

 
i

L
.

  7J • - .
:
 . -

'
r   l

- _

 
'

,
•
;ti   • , #   . ' . __ , • c. , " •   iy

. .' r ; •
` '  ' .     !   . . , r ..•  .   . i _

4 .- ' '  
f  • ., , :'. • .

1•'1 J :  '  
r _ .  r ..J • f • • r . -  • -

'
T : . :

A
f°.

•
_

-
•
  ` r`

. _
1 1. . ,

,
 

C  

 a: • . • _ „ -   . .•' 'r„ ; • . . - _ ' _     . .
  -       •.   . . . .:

, .

i
. , .

•
J

.
i

•

'
J . .I

_
   

•
'   . •

.•
 

. _
•

_ 1 -     . • . S ' - 1
.

 
L

! I. , , _, ,, •, .  _ , . __ ' ' i  .i-   . s. . r   . ' !   - r :
+
!

 

14 - 1
r

J
_

?
   

 - •-

_

  '
_  

_  .
'

••
y 1. . • • . . _ •. 

; i :   - . i = ..
t •

•   %'   ' •: ri ..
-

'
'
..
   

•Y.    
   

'' _  
V
  1•   .  •  

 
.. iI . . , J . , 9-

  , , . , .- :  t _  -:r • ' i •_ r . : ,
..

"   .   r         . .. •  
` -   1 f " • •.-  ,

 
_

• f - R . :
• •

. -      
_

. .
.
' 

,
^ -  

.
.

J . , .  
4 ; . T '

. , - y
Jr

 

.

; . r -
. .

-
-

_?.
r f

'   y i ' `
. • 

,
- , ' •

•

.   `  
  4 I

.
,

r,
•

    .
 

,     _r • •  
. r . A

_ _ .
1 . . N  

J  
-

r ' _ ' - .
- . . {    

'

1 L : •
•

 
 

. . .

- > .  _

 

  .
    .

  1 •

•

7 . .  . '
J( 1 I

R
'

^  
_7 •

,

 
+' 

i   'r
4 ,. • .   . i r _ . . _, . r  

•

  i ;   .
    J   1•

i F _ _ y _
. .

•Y

^

. ' . . . . . . v ' '   '
 

. - l   i  
-    • -, . , J   .i •   '  . r r K . .. i . -.̀

Z
. . F

•

..   . . _
  a . l

.ti
! • _ ' - . ,   - • 

. . /- ='  • ' . , - , , • r   •
_• i . }

.

 

.   '+   c  . • •{" -
'  •

y,
} - . P, • •       -1  ,   ,S:'

• , ,,.  •
'   .   . .,  r:3  C̀,̀  ! '  .

•; .̀ , ,•. -'   .
 

.
  ' - .

_. ? r

'
r
 

, ' 1
f 1    .

 
+
.

-

_
-R'J   .

- 2
- : . - ,

r?
  ' I * .  

. ,
  ' ; _

Y i-1 :    

_
, -

    •
- - _  -   f

•

  _
' - a

 
-

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

 
 

4    r    

z. Supply shipments fram Germ$ny had to be sent exclueively by water.

Cr o s s - c ount ry t r a n s po rt wa s ou t of t h e que s t i o n , s i nc e i t Wou   d hav e me a nt t r a -

v e l l i ng ov e r F'r e nch t er r i t ory .

Ai r t ra n spor t wa s r e s erve d f o r a s me.
l l numb er of per sonn e l , f or cou-

r i er and l i a i so n s er v i c e s , and f or t he del i v er y ot mu l t i - engi ne a i r ar a f t .

3 . The a ccompl i shme nt of t he ne ce a s ar y s e a t r an s por t s wa s c ompl i ca t ed by

e, number ®f po l i t i c a l and mi l i t a r y f ac t or a . I n t he f i r $t pl ac e , al l t r ans po r t s

o f war ma t er i e l had t o be c aref u 113* e amouf l age d , and t he i r   iur po ee and de s t i na-

t i o n ke pt s e cr e t at al l c o at s . The r e .  a s al ways t he dang er of i ns pec t i on s i n

t r an s i t , rrh i ch r e su l t e d i n conf i
.s ca t i on of t h e s hi pme nt or ev en i n t he s i nk i ng

o f t he v e s s e l s i nv ol ve d by t he Red nav al f o r ce s . Onc o the Bay of Bi acay was i n

Na t i ona l i s t hands , of oou r s e , t h i s l a s t dange r wa s pr ac t i c a l l y e l i mi na t e d .

Even so, the German Navy xas called upon to play an important role in providing

escort services.

, The t ran $port of euppl i e a f rom t Y e s eaport a wher e they wer e unl oaded4

t o t h e i r f i nal de s t i na t i on i n t he i nt s r i or of t r.e c ount r y wa s dependent upvn

t he hi ghway ne t wor k , whi eh - - i n c ompar i s on wi t h o th er count r i e s - - l e f t mu ch

t o be de s i r ed i n t e rms of denai t y az d r oad co ndi t i ons and xh i ch , i n addi t i o n ,

Ra a co n st ant l y c ong e s t ed . The ai t ua.t i on wa s me.de ev s n mor e di f f i ou l t by t he

ehor t age of t ra a s por t apa c s , s i nc e t he number of Ge2 man v eh i c l e a a s s i gne d t o

t he heg i on wa s i nad equ at e and t he av ai l abl e 9pa ni s h t ruc ks f ew i n number , ob-

solete, and in poor operating oondition .

Rai l t ra n spo r t f ac i l i t i e s wer e v er y poor . Ther e wer e v er y f ew f r e i ght

ear a av a i l abl e , a nd th e Spa n i s h r ai l way ne t wor k ( s par ae l y l ai d ou t ax d po or l y

mai nt ai ne d i n a ny c a s e ) wa e i n a st at e of co mpl e t e ne gl e c t a s a r e aul t of t he

war
1 3

.

13 •. Beust, op. cit., pages 82 and 83.
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La t e r on , i n or der t o che ck on i t a s ec ur i t y pr oe edur e s , t he Spe ai a l St a f f ' 

requeated a German legation secretary e9ployed in the office of the Embargo

  ommi g s i on t o t r y t o f i nd ou t wh et   er Lond on knew any t hi ng ab out th e Ge rman

transports. But the entries in the Commiasion 's lists indicated only that the

Panamani an at e ame r "Go l f o de Dar i e n", f o r ex ampl e , had pa s s ed t hroug h t he

St r a i t s of Dov e r , wi t h a r emar k i n the l a s t co l umn t o t he e f f ec t t ha t "i t s pr e-

aent whereabouts" Rere "unknown".

As t he Ger man s t e a.me r ap pr oac hed t he Span i sh c oa et , i t Ra s pi c ked up by

o ne o f Fr anc o ' s e s e or t orui s er s . II ndar co v er of dar lrn e s s , t h e s t ea.me r doa  ed

in the habor of E1 Ferrol. At the end of this bay, quite well hidden by the oon-

tours of the terrai.n,
lay the arsenal. Nearby a troop train waited, ready to

br i ng t he Ger man g roup d i re c t l y t o Leo n , wh er e t hey wer a i s su e d uni f or ms and

pr o c e as ed f o r e.s s i gnme nt t o t he a ppr opr i a t e un i t s of t he Cond or Leg i on .

Leon ,   ri t h i t s huge ai r f i e l d , i t s s pac i ou9 a s s embl y ha ngar s , i t s ba rr a cka ,

and its rail connections, wsa selected as the center of supply and equipment

oo nv er s i on ae t i v i ty . 4nl y f or l e a s i mpo r t an t de l i ve r i e a wer e t h e de po t s at

Sevi l l e , Sa l amanc a , and ] ia l l or ea u t i l i z ed . Ge rman hope s t ha t t he Leg i o n mi gh t

be able to utilize the harbors of Bilbao and 5antander (along the eastern part

of the northern  oast) could not be realized, since both harbor s were needed to

ha.n
dle the increaeing volume of ore transports to Spain. The main reason, hoR-

ev e r , wa s t he f ac t t he.
t i t Wa s on l y t h e c ent r al l y l oc at ed a i r f i e l d at Leon

Rhi eh prov i ded t he ne c e s sa ry f a c i l i t i e s and e qui pme nt .  

Yi go ( l o cat ed on t h e nor t h* e s t e r n aoa s t ) gr adual l y be gan t o r epl ac e Bl Fer -

r ol e a t he un l oa di ng por t f or t he Ger man t r a ns p or t s . A r a i l way l i ne c onn e c t e d

Vi go  ri t h Leon .

The Ger man o ae an t r ane po r t s i nv er i ab l y Wen t gmoo t hl y . On e of t he sh i ps b e-

l ong i ng t o t he Hamburg ag en cy wa s the at eamsh i p "Pr o t as " , pr ev i ou s l y a s s i gned

t o t he Bal t i c Sea r ou t e . The Pr o t o a h ad be e n u s ed t o tr an spor t l o comot i v e s ,

and f o r t hi s r ea son had e s pec i al l y l ar ge l oa di ng ha t ch es . Thi s made i t par t i -
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w er.y  Nedn   s day , t wo c ou r i e r J u - 5 ? ' s t a ok o f f f r om Ber l i n a r d t r  o f r om Se-

ville in order to takt care of 3ny emer ency t
_ranspor

ts and to carry offieial

ma i l , a s we l l a s per s:.' nd l ma i l an d , so me t i me s , f l y i n   p e r s onn e l . Dur i ng t Ae

f i
.r s t d a ;  , t he a i r c r a f t t ak i n  o f f f r o m 3 er 1 i n- Temp e l ho f f l ew a s f ar a s Ch a m-

pi no Nor d , n ear Rome . Eie r e   :ze ur ews sp en t t r e n i gh t , a l wa y s a t t he s ame h o t e l ,

t he Ma s s i mo De s eg l i o ne a,r t he Ter me s r a i l way st a t i on . Cn t    e f o l l owi n   da y ,

t hc  f l i   ± t co n t i nu ed av er Cst i a 3n d Sar d i n i a t c a r c i n t o t 'f t h e co a s t of Pda l aga .

Fr om t :ni s r oi nt , i f t }-.P we e,t h er wr  s   ood , t he r ou t e ov e r t '_n e moun t a i n s t o Sev i l l e

vra s u s ed ; i n c a.s e o f b e.d wea t n Qr , t hc    r c r a f t f l ew   ,i ong t h e 1r ed i t e r r an ean ,

a r ou r:d Ci.
b r a l t a r , and t  ien f o l _. owed t h e co ur s e o f t 'r  e Gu a d a l qu i v i r Ri v e r n or t h

t o   ev i l l e . Th e du r a t i on of t he f 1 i   h t wa s aLFr oYi ma t e l y e l ev er. or Lwel v e hou r s ,

anci t r:e a i r c r s.
f t wer e equi pp ed wi t 'r  aux i l i a r y fu e -1 t a n:ca t o k e e p th em s.i r b or n e

t !k ,,
t l on  ;.

On t n E t h i r d d ay , t 'r  e     i r c r s ,
f t t o c k o f 'x f

. r o m   e v i l l
.e

f or t n e h e a d q u a r t e r s

o f t h e Co n d o r Le   i o n , wh e r e v e r i t mi g h t b e a t t h e t i  ne .

La t e r o n , t :  i s r c u t e wa,s sri c r t e n e d s o t :•  a t t h e f l i   'r: t c o u l d be a c c o ©p l i 3h e d

i n o n e d a y . T   e n e w r o u t e we r. t f r o m  ser l i n , v i a l ii l a n a n d S t . Bo n e t ( o n t h e i s -

l a n d o r Ma l l o r c d ;
, d i r e c t l y t o t h e Sp :Lr  i s h n   i n l an  l .

S t u d y i n   ; t  ie s e c c n d i t i a n s i n .r e t r o s p e c t , wF. m .  s t b e a.r
i n mi n d t h a t Ce r ;na.n y ,

i n s p i t e o f s .
l l h e r b u s t l i n   a c t i v i t y du r i n   ,

t h ±  s e y e ;  r s , wa s c a r r f i r.  o n a

p o o r ma n ' s wa r wh i c l: r e q ui r e d c o n s t a.r.
t i r pr a v i s a t i o n . `  e v e r vra s s h e i n a po s i -

t i o n t o d r a w o n  i n l i mi t e d r e s o u r c e s ; s h e wa s a : wa } :  f o  ̂ c e d t o ma k e d o wi t h

s t o p -   .e.p me a s u r e s .

T h e ma i n r e s ou r c e w:   i c :  Ge r rna n y h a d a t r e r d i s Fe 53 1 wa s t h e e a ; e r n e s s a n d

c ou r a  Ye o f 1  c r 3o l i i Fr. s , nr, c i t  i   .zs t b e a  
.cu

i t t e d t h a t s h e u s e d t h e s e t o b e s t

advanta e.

  ' rLe f o l l oRi ng i s i n cl ud ed a s a n ex a mp l e of   t Ger ma n y ' s s t r a i t en ed c i r -

c l .ms t a nc e s s.s f ar a s su   'p l y vua s c o nc er cied :
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Af t e r t r:  Condor Leg i on had be en t r sn s po r t e d t o Spa i n , i t Ra s d i s c ov er ed

t ha t t he un i t s , t o t a l l i ng so me 6 , 00 0 men , we r e s uppl i ed wi t h 114 di f f e r ent

typea of motor vehicles, and that the spare parts ior all these vehicles would

h av e t o be s uppl i e s f r o m Ger mwny , ov e r a t r emends us di s t ar.c e . I n compar i so n

with the Italians, for exemple, whose motorized units -- in exemplary fashion --

co nt ai ne d on l y a v er y f e w di f f e r en t t y pe s o f v e:  i c l e s , t he Ger  nan s f ound t he

pr ob l em of 3par e par t s t o be a s o ur c e o f endl e s s wor k , mat er i al , and ex pens e .

It soon turned out that there was no oth,er  ay to solve the problem than to

det up a railwav train
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a s a s pa r e par t s depot . By t he and of the  oar , spar e par t s i n t he v al u e o f

approximately six millian gold marks had been as9embled in thia train, neat-

l y a rr s nge d on bui l t - i n s he l v e s and c l a s s i f i e d ac c or di ng t o t ype and mod e l .

When the Spanish Civil .
War came to an end, the train wae smuggled through to

Ger many und er co v er of darkne s s , i n sp i t e of pr o mi s e s gi v en t o t he ef f ec t t ha t

 t h i e wo ul d not be do ne . I t s co nt ent s wer e s i mpl y s o va l uab l e t hat Ger many

c ou l d no t af f or d t o l os e th em. Lat er on , a s a pa r t of' t he war ma t e r i e l c a p-

t ur ed i n F̀ranc e , we a cqui re d a huge and per f ec t l y e qui ppe d s par e par t s depot

wh i ch the Br i t i e h ha d e s t abl i sh e d bef or e t h e war on t he c o ae t od F'r anc e . Thi a

wa s an ex ampl e of' ea c e l l e nt and f ar - s e e i ng pl a nna.ng on t h e pa r t o ' t he Br i t i s h .

Bu t Eng l and wa s r i ch and Germany wa s poor .

I n t h e l i gh t of th e exper i enc e t he y hs d ga i ne d i n Spa i n , t he Cer man s o l -

diers protested violently against this unrealistic production poliey . The

Fiihr er ' s s pe c i a l r e pr es en t at i v e for mo t or v e hi c l e ma t t er s ( Bev o a ch t i g t e r

f ii r da s Kr a f t f ahrwe s en )
, Ge ner al vo n Sche l l , wa s or der ed t o do Bo me t h i ng ab out

t he si t ua t i on and wa s al l eg e dl y g i v en f u l l au t hor i t y i n t hi s c onn ec t i on . I n

the long run, however, his efforts in this direction were frustrated by Hitler

himself and by Party pressure groups
14

.

14 - Ba s ed on i nf o r ma t i o n f ur ni s he d by Gen er al obea s t a . D. Ja ene ck e .
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  'Chapter III

'1̀he Paz t Pl a y ed by t he Con doa Ze gi on i n th e 4 ver t hr ow of Oom-
 

j
mnnist Hegemony in Spain

l5

I :, Tbe   '3r st Cer n a.n Yol unt eer   xn 3pai n

  t 08 54 hour s , an t he mor n i ng   o f 27 ,Jn l  r 1 936
, t he f i r e t Jw -52 , f l own by  

Ini f t han ea Cap t ai n Henk e , t o ok of f f r om Tempe l hof Ai .r t'i e l d i   Ber l i n . The f o l -  
I

.
l owi ng da3r, af t e r ari i mt er medi a t e l an di ng i n St u t t gar t , Capt a 

.n
$ enke I ande d '

I
I

at Te t a.an and l o s t ncs t i s  e i n be i nni eri t h t he t r an s or t of t he Yor o ac anS nS P i
 i, t r oops . On the sa.me day , he l anded i n Sev i l l e w3t h a l oad of t went y- tRO ffi o-

     i

r o c c an so l di e r s , who had s ur v i v e d t he i r f i r s t ai r pl ane r i de wi t h e quani mi t y .  

   
Dur i ng i t s ne x t t r anspo r t f l i ght , t he Ju  5 2 c arr i ed mor e t ha n t h i r t y pa s s eri -

',I
ge r s . I n t h i s way i t f l e r ba ck s ud fo rt h

.
f m m Mar occ o t o t he 3pani s h mai nl a id , .

s ome t f in es s a of t en a s f ou.r
t i me 9 a day , pay i ng l i t t l e .a

t t e n t i on t o t he fl ad

 
Rar s hi p s ,e

t at i one d i n t he St r a i t s  af Gi br a l t ar , whi ah so on be gan t o ob aer v e -  
 
 

and ahv ot a t t h3a s tr ang e bi r d whi oh f l ew ba ck end f o r t h ao r egu l ar l y . A

short time later, the rest of the .German transport airaraft began to arrive.
I

The t ra napo r t s i r ar a f t i a Spai n   er e unde r t h e command of 1 st Zi eu t e nant Fhre i -
I

 .,   h s rr Rndo l f v o n D  or es u who d i d eo mua h t o f ur t h er the 3pani sh Fat i ona l i s t c au  s s  
, 
  

dur i ng hi s a s s i g nmen t wi t h t he Zeg i o n , wh i ch l a st ed f ro m .Tu l y 1g36 unt i l t he  
.

  eumme  of th e f o l l c  ri ng ye ar . Yor eau wa s an exempl arg of f i c er and a f i ne per-  

- son , :a al as s i a eae.mphe f or al l hf  s yaunger c omr adea and a wor t hy succ e s sor

t o hi s .os,n gr  at f or er unne r s f rom Wor l d War I unt i l hi e deat h i n t he ss;r vi  ee    y
.

©f h i e oount r y . -  
.

_
  .5   Se ct i o n s I t hr ou   XI of Cha pt e r I I I wer e r r i t t en by Gen er al ober at $   D. _

Ja ene ck e . Th es ar e ba s ed on h i s ovrn per s or a l r e co l l e c t i o ns a e chi e f o f  

t h e Spe ai a l St af f W( i 1b®r g }
, . h i ch   a s i n ahar g e of t h e a ot i v af i on of t h e

.   Condo r Leg i on i n Ger many , .
i t s t r a ns po r t t o Spai n , and i t s   uppl y i   S pai n ,

a s we1 1 a s on hi s  many i n s pe ot i on v i si t s t o  the s oene of a c t i o n i n 3pai   .

Tn pr e par i ng hi s ac c ount  
Gex er al ob er s t J aenecke u t i l i s ed t i o s our ee s i a

  -
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Footnote 15 (cont)

par t i cu l ar : Wer ner Beume l bur g , Thp St r ug gl e f or Spai n , and t he ma t er i a l

pr e par ed b
,y

Col onel a . D. r r e i her r v on Beu s t i n c onne c t i on wi t h t he pr e -

s en t s t u c y .
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On 31 J u l y 19 3 6 , Ge ne r c;l .
d er Fl i e ge r Mi l c h , St e t A ;; ec r e t a r y i n t h e Rei ch s

Mi n i s t r y of Av i  :t i o n (Re i ch s l u f t f ahr t mi.n i s t er i u m 
, he l d a sp e e ch i n Dob er i t z

i n h on or of t :  e d e pa r t u r e o f t h e Un i on Tr a v e l Soc i e t y , rr: i c h we hr ,v e s l r ea dy

n en t i o ne d . At t he o r a or a f t he !  :ih r e r , lv:i l c h pr o c l n.i me d , Ger ma n a i d a ou t d b e

r en de a ed t u t  :e c au s s o .f Na t i o na l i s t Sp s i n . r  e c a l l ed u po n t h e vo l u n t e er s

wh o h ad r e po r t ed f o r du t y t o c a r r y ou t t•h e t r a n spo r t of Nr an co ' s t r oop s t o

t h e 5pan i s h ma i n l a n d and t o pr o t a c t su ch i r a n s por t c u ri d e r. an y an d a l l c i r cu m-

stances. He pointed out that th? volunteers wcre not to ensage in hostile acts,

a nd t h at t ne f i b   t e r pi l o t s R  r e expz•e s s l y fo r b yd d r rl t o s,t t ac k exc ep t i n s e l f -

d e f en s e . I n t he l a t.t  , r ca s e , a s rili l ch pu t i t , t h e Co:  ma r a e r i n Ch i e f of t h e

Lu f t wa f f e e x   e c t e d eac h p i l ot t o d.o ev e r y t h i n : i n : i s po wer t o pr ot e e t t h e

t r gn s por t ai r er a f t i n h i s eh a r g e ; t h i s i nc l ud ed - - i f n ec e s s ar  * - - s h oot i n g

d own t h e en emy a t t a ck er .  J en er a l f  i l c } a l so conv ey ed t o t h e Vo l un   ee r s t h e

a s s ur an c e of t hE  Command e r i n Ch i e f , Lu f t wa i f e , t ha t h e wou l d no t , u n d er an y

c i r cu ms t ane e 3 , l o av:.• t h em ho l d i ng t h e ba g i n Spa i n , n o ma t t er how t h e si t ua t i on

mipht develop.

Zh e ey e s o i' t h c vo l  ..n
t eo r s s pa r k l e d . l h e y- wer e f i l l ed wi t h s t r a nge emo -

t i on s a s t he ,y
t r a v e l l ed t hr ou   ;h Ber l i n b

,y
b u s i n t h e• af t e r n oon , d r e s s ed i n t lie i r

n ea c i v i l i a n c l o t h i ng , t o t he Lehr t er t  a i l wa,y
St a t i on , whe r e t h ey wer e a s s em-

b l ed a t a t r a i n o e ar i rlg t he s i gn "u n i on Tr dv e l Soc i Qt y " . 2'h e i r f r i end l y l e s d-

e r , : ia j or vo n Sc h e e l e , Wh o ha d won hi s s p   r s i n a numbcr of f or e i   n wa r s , e s -

c or t ed t,h e rn t o t h c s t e3.m9h.i p "Us a r amo " i n Nambu r g .
 ̀ he sh i p wa s a l r ea dy h ea vi l y

laden xith aircraft, bombs, antiaircraft a •tilleŶf cannon, and mi3cellaneous

e qu i pme n t .

B y 5
.
i 

.
ll b l 3 t

,
t he s t e amsh i p ha d r e a.c he d a po i nt of f t he so-.l t he r n c o a s t of

Spain. Here the commander of a German torgedo boat stopped them ar d can e on

bo a r d t o d i s cu s s t he me t h od s t o be u s ed i n b r e s.ki r   t a r ou   h t he s ea b l o cka d e

s e t u p by t h e Re d s . Lind er c ov er o f d ar '_  ne s s , t he sh i p , i t s l i hb t s d i mmed ,

e n t e r e d t h e h a r b o r o f Ca d i z . .No r t u n a t e l y r e c a   n i z i n g i t s t a r g e t t o o l a t e , a
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c a,r r i e d ou t wi t hout e ne my i n t e r f e r enc e , an d o c ean t r ans po r t s cou l d be i nc r ea s -

ed i n nuxi '  er . Th i s , i n t urr. , he l pe d t o s pe e d up t h e v i t a l t r ans f er of t he

Sp   n i sh co l on i al t r oops ar d t he i r eqti i prne nt f rom   or o c c o t o Sev i l l e .
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In the meantime , Lufthansa^

Renke and his creR had been extremely buey .

The i r r ec or d wa s 241   Iorc  c ca n t r o ops t r an s par t e d f roID Te t uan t o Sev i l l e i n oae

day . 1 y t 'zs t i me t he t ra ns po r t a ct i on came t o an end , a t ot a l of 1Q, 000 t r oops

and a good many weapon and amrrunition cargos had been brought to Spain.

Fro m t he poi nt o f v i eR o f bo t h s tr at egy and t a ct icb , i t i s i nt er e s t i ng t o

no t e t h at t hi s ai r t r a nspo r t ac t i o n wa s t he f i r st of i t s k i nd i n mi l i t ar y h i s -

t or y and t ha t , pol i t i c a l l y s pe ak i ng , i t   a s of t r eme ndou s l y v i t a l s i gn i f i c an c e .

I n any ca s e , i t prov i ded Ger. er al Fr a.nco xi th t he manpower  rhi ch he ne ede d t o

t ake up t he f i gh t whi ch wa s t o l ead t o t he l i ber a t i   n vf hi s nat i o n .

The air transport actions froan Tetuan to the Spanish mainland were follow-

ed by oc e an t r ans po r t s , as so on a s t he Ger man f i $h t e r un i t s had t aught t he

Red War sa i ps t o be a bi t mor e war y i n t h e i r a t t a c ks .

But t '_ni .ng s d i d not al Ways go so s moo th l y a s i n t h e beg i nni ng . I n Augus t

t he f i r s t v o l unt e er s l o s t t he i r l i ve s , x he n a J u- 52 cr a s hed s a on af t e r i t s

t ake - of f f r om Jer e z de l a Fr on t er a . The sh or t ag e of ai r cr a f t f ue l pr e s en t ed

a serious problem. Operating from Tetuan, Spanish water wagons were driven to

Tang i e r s   Fr ench  
, x he r e t he y x er e l o aded wi t h be nzol p•s r cha s ed f ro m a Por t u -

g ue s e f i r m; t hi s he l pe d s omeWhat at l e a s t , unt i l arr angement s cou l d be made

t o s h i p f u e l di re c t l y f ra m Spa i n .

On one occasion, the Red armored cruiser "Jaime T" developed into rather

a nui s an c e . I t s ant i a i r c ra f t ar t i l l er y x e.s
di s rupt i ng t he t r a ns po r t s by f or c -

i ng t he Ju - 5 2 ' s t o f l y at su c h a h i   a l t i t tcd e t ha t t he y wer e una bl e t o car r y

a s much c ar go a s u su al . Re so l ve d t o e l i mi na t e t he prob l em, r ior e au ar.d Li eu -

t enan t Gr af Aoy o s l oa ded t he i r t r an s po r t a i r cr a f t Wi t h a do z en 550- 1b bombs

and , at t he br e ak of dawn, f l ex of f t oward s   ia l aga . Th i s wa s t he f i r s t Ger man

bomba r dment mi s s i on of the war , a nd i t wa s c omr  l e t e l y su c c e s s f u l . The J ai me I

r e c e i v ed t wo di r e.c t hi t e f ro m an al t i t ud e of 1 , oQ.O f e e t and di s appear e d f ro m

t he St r ai t s o f Gi br al t ar . Af t er t hi s i nci den t , t he Ger man ai r t r ans po r t s we r e

T H I S P A G E D E C L A S S I F I E D I A W E Q 1 2 9   8
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The 5pec i al St a f f   l   Camouf l a  e De s i  ; nat i on i o r t he Of f i ce

Headed by Ger.er a l der Fl i e     r Wi l ber    

Fr am Se pt ember 19 3b unt i l t h.e e r.d o f Nov emb er 1y 38 , Co l onel ( GSC, Ar my )

Ja e : e ck e wa s cr i e f o f s t af f of t .he Spe c i al St a t  f VY'. I n t  :i s ca pac i t y , he wa s

i n t i mat e l y a.c auai n t e d wi t h t he de t a i l s pe r t a.i ni ng t o t he empl oy  ae nt o f t h e

Condor Legion and other German volunteer groups in Spain. As what we may term

an impartial o oserver of these happenings, especially insof 3r as they concerned

the part layed by the flying units, Colonel Jaenecke holds the following viesss

In the literature publishzd sc far there are a number of decisive factors,

s ome o f th em of v i t a l ps y cho l og i c al s i
_gr.i f i cdnc e , w'   i ch hav e b ee n de al t wi t h

f ar t oo s upei•f i c i a l l y .

V lhe n Hi t l er de c i ded t r,a t Ger many sh oul d par t i c i pa t e i n t he Span i s h Ci v i l

War , he Ras motivated not only by the wish to avoid a Bolshevist victory at

all costs, but also by th e desire to ensure the success of a National 5ocialist

Ger many . Th e Span i sh Ci v i l 'Nar wa s t o p  v i de t he ba ckg round aga.i ns t whi ch

t r oo ps wer e t o be t r a i ne d f or Ger mar  ,v
' s c omi ng  s t r u  °g1e f or supr ema cy i n

Eur ope , a s t ru   ,g
l e Rhi c h - - pre s umab l y - - he wa s al r e ady pl anni ng at t ha t

time.

There can be no doubt today that Hitler was chiefly responsible for every-

t h i ng wi i ch happen ed t hen and l a t e r i n Ger ma.ny .   evcr t h e l e s s , whe th er t h i s

i s t he c a s e i n co r.ne c t i on wi t h t he empl oy u e nt of t h e Condo r Leg _̀on and t he

bui l d- up oi ' t he Ger rns n Luf t waf f e , mu at re mai n a pe n t o qu e s t i on .

I n t he y e ar 193b, t he Ger man Lu f t wa i f e had at i t s d i spo s a.l a l ar ge numb er

of ou t s t anai ng of f i c er s , who , unf a.r
t una t e l y , had no ch anc e t o pu t t he i r c apa-

b i l i t i e s t o t l. e t e s t . l h i s rn i   t b a t e r me d a l mo s t a t r a g e dy , f r o m t h e po i n t

o f v i ew ot' t he of f i c er s co nc er ne d . Two of t }:em de s erv e par t i cu l ar ment i on .

The f i r s t of t he s e Ra s Cene r al   W'ev er , ch i e x of t he ge ner al s t a f f of t he newl y

or gan i z ed Luf t wa f f e . Cami ng f r.o m t he Gen  yr al St a f f of t r.e Ar  ny , Wev er me t hi s

de a t h i n s n ai r cr a s h o n 3 J une l   j b
, r i gY: t a t t he b eg i nni ng of what pr omi s ed

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8
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t o b e a f r ui t f ul c ar e er dedi c at ed t o t he e s t ab l i s hme nt o f a neR German ai r

arm . A man of quicksilver intelligence
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a nd i mp er t ur b wb l e l ogi c , he weu l d c er t a i n l y ha v e b c,e n a b l e t o f :  nd a s o l u t i on

t o t h e ma ny u n s ol v e d pr ob l e :  s o f Lu f t wa t 'f c or g an i z a t i on and emp l oy  en t , a nd we

rnay b e s a r e t ha t h e wou l d ha v e so l v e d t he 5e p r o b l e ms s o e f f i c i en t l y t h a t t h e

l a t er f r i c t i on b e t we en t he Lu f t waf f e and t h e   r my and t x: e L :f t ara f f e a nd t h e Nav y

Wou l d n ever '  gv e o ccu r r ed .

The s e cond of t he s e ou t s t a n di n g of f i cer s wa s Gen  .r a _ d er r l i e ger ' Yi l ber g ,
 

  wh o h a d s e r v e d a s a p i l o t d u r i n  Wo r l d Wa r y .  ii s k rlowl e d g e a n d a b i l i t y i n t h e

' f i e l d o f a v i a t i o n wer e c u t s t a n d i n g ; h e wa s  ̀ a r - s i gh t e d a r.
d e n er g e t i c - - i n

  s h o r t , a r.
i d e a l c c rn na :  d e r i r. c h i e f f or t ':   e n e•s Ge r .  a n Lu f t wa ; f e .   u t c i r c u m-

s t s.n c e s d e cr e ed t 'r a i  Goer i r.g ,  ,h e f a i r - : !3i r z d boy of t he Par t y a nd o f   i t l e r ,

s h ou l d b e gi v en pr e l e r enc e ov er h i m - - i n co mpl e t e d i s r e ga r d o f hi s pr
 

en ab-

i l i t y , i  ?or eov er , Wi l ber g wa s h a l f J ewi s h , al t h ou gh one wou l d nev e r h av e kn own ,

t o l o ok a t h i m. iIe evun p o s s e s s ed a c e r t i f i ca t e s i gne d b y Hi t l e r t e t h e ef f e c t

t ha t h e e.nd h i s d e s c ,end en t s we r e ex e mp t f r v m t h e hr.t   - Se  !li t i c l aws ; t  - e f ac t

r zma i n s , h owev er , t  1at : i t l e r ne ver r e c e i v ed h i m s oc i al l y .  A i l ber g r a s k i l l ed

i n a n a i r c r a s h w:2i ch t o ok p l ac r 3f t e r rQo l r.e r s ' f ur.e r a l ; t :  i s wa s af t er h e

h ad 'oe en r e l e  =,a
t e d t o t he ba c kgr ou n d , a s r'a r a s hi s c a r e e r  ra s cc nc er n e d .

T h e f i r s t Ge r r  a n f l i e r s t o ma k e n a m° s i ' vr t  xe ma s l v e s i n Sp a i n we .r e Ca p t a i n

v o n Mo r e a u a r!d r '1 ; g :z t Ca  p t a i n :±e n k e . I t wa s t he y Rh o d e f i e d h e a v y e n e  ny d a i 'e n -

s i v e ` ' i r e t o d r o p d o wn o v e r t h e 2 0 0 - z'o o t l o r. J c ou r t;,y   r d a f t h e   l c a z a r i n T o l e d o

i :  o r d e r t o d e l i v =.  r b a d l y n s c d e d s u p p l y c a r:n i s t e r s . mh e i r a c t i o n Lr ov i d e d t h e

:  e r o i c  ;a r r i s o n u n d e r Co l o n e l iti io s e a..r
d o   ri t h t h e n e c e s s a r y mio r a 7

_e b o o s t t o e n -

c o u r -  ; e i t t o k Ae p c  n d ef e n d i n  ; i t e a l L  o s t h o ;.: e l e s s r  o s i t i o n u n t i l i t c o u l d b e

r P l i e v e d b y Ge n er a.
7
-

Fr a n c o a n d 'n i s NIo r e s . Bo t 'r  t h e s 2 o u t s t a.r!d i r_„
i ' l i e r s we r e

'
_ 
i11ed in action soon af terward s.

Amo n L t  n e Ge r ,nan p i   c t s i a Sp a i n wa s ar= c  x t r e me l y c a p a b l e s q v a d r o n l p 3 d e r

b y t h e n a mc o f' 1 3 t Li e  _ 
t.a n a :a ii ,b e r  7a r d . On o n e o c c a s j :}n , s i ' t e r E  e r h a r d h a d

u l r    a d y '  r ou  ;r t d o wn a r e c o r d n u m s e r ot     n e my a i r c r a i ' t   a t a : i me ;ari e n s u c h

f 2 a t s r e a l l    c c u n t F  
,

f o1• eo me t h i c  )
, a Lr cu p of i n t c: r n a t i o n  : l   ou r n a l i s t 3 s i t -
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t i ti g o?  t ; ? t   r r ac e of a c  :.f e u1 o    ; ; r F= :far  •r,r  : ar :?s } e     •d t h     a.i :ni s t ah
.a

bl e s aur d s

o f a er i .r l c ou:b   .
t ov er !4i  ,:i r i d . T:   :;,    . ,. t : ru a i

.r c r a f t  -;o   own i n f l en:a s , b   t c ot  l d

i  ; .Le n~zt an l y one z   r   .c  .u t e , wh i c :  wz  s hov   r i     ov   r t 'ri   :  Mc  - :   : l d s  ab   .
r b3 of

>, 
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Na dr i d . ,  f ew day s l at er we f o und ou t wh at ha d ha ppened . Eber ha rd had d i ed

from a heart-wuund received in combat and had crashed With his aircraft. His

opponent was one of the most famoue Russian pilots in Spain, and it was he who

h ad b a i l ed ou t o f hi s ai r cr af t and i a nde d s a f e l y i n t z e c i t y of 3dadr i d . Si nc e

he could not speak any Spanigh, however , he was taken for a German by the Red

mob and beaten to death. This incident had unsuspected consequenass. The

Ru s s i aa s wer e f ur i ous an d i s sue d or der a t h a t i n f u t u r e al l s t r anded pi l o t s wer e

to be treated gently and turned over to the nearest military headquartera witY -

out d e l ay . Thi s or der a l s o s av ed t h e l i v e s of count l es s Ger man pi l ot a l a t er on ,

f or i t wa s o f t e n po s si b l e t o e gchang e t hem f or pr i so ner s f r om t he ot h er s i de

during lulls in the operations.

I n or der t o s pe ed up t he f l ow af f ro nt - t r a i ne d pi l o t s t o Ger maay , whe r e

t hey wer e ne eded a s i n st r uc t or s i n t he f l i ght s chool s , i t had b e en made a s t and-

i ng r ul e i n t he Ger man Luf t waf f e t ha,t e ac h f i ght er pi l ot wa s t o be r e l i eve d o f

du t y af t er hav i ng brought down f i v e ene my a i r cr af t . Capt a i n Mol de r s ,    as t l y

famed for his insatiable appetite for aerial combat, managed to keep his score

a secret until it was finally di scovered, quite by acaident, that he had downed

f i f t e en enemy s a.r cr af t .

 nother interesting case concerns a certain lst Lieutenant Kalderak, who

normally carried out up to tWelve bombardment and airborne fire attacks on the

Red trenchea a day in his open reconnaissa.nce maehine, an Iie-q.
6. During hie

s par e t i me , Kal der ak pr a at i s e d wi t  an He- 51 and manage d t v t r a i n hi ms e l f a s

a f i g ht er pi l ot . One da r, dur i ng a f i g ht er s c r ambl e at h i s ai r f i e l d , on e o f

t h e He- 51 ' e vra s l e f t ov er . Ac t i ng o n h i s orrn i ni t i a t i v e , Sal d er ak t ook of f i n

it after the others and was actu ally fbrtunate enough to shoot down three Frenah

Brequet bombers in only one minute. Since he had no fighter pilot's lioense,

there wa,a a tremeddous uproar when the Reiche kinistry of gviation tried to

contest hia right to this victory -- a passion for flying versu s bureaueracy !

So on af t er t h i s i nci den t g a l der ak , t o o , wa s k i l l ed i n ac t i o n .
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I t shou l d be men t i oned he r e b r i ef l y t ha,t

f ro m t h e v e r y b eg i nni ng of t he

Spanish Civil War the utilization of antiaircraft artillery in operations

ag a i ns t gr ound t ar  ; e t s pl ay e d a si gni f i c ant r ol e a nd gave r i s e t o a g ood de a l

of discussion. The factors which motivated the employment of antiaircraft ar-

t i l l ory i n ac t i ons af t hi s k i nd wer e t l-ie f ol l owi ng s 'JYhat Spani s h ar t i l l er y x a s

av a i l ab l e x a s co mpl e t a l y ou t o f dat e an d u t t e r l y i n adequa t e t o t he dema nd9 o f

Ge rma n
mo de r n c ombat . The Command er i n Chi e f ,

f 6r my , and t he Chi e f of t he   r my Genzr a l

St a f f , on t he o t he r hand , wer e bo tr. of t : i e o pi ni on t hat Ger many x a s j u s t beg i n-

ning to rearm and was still so weak that it needed every single ar illery piece,

mi ne t h r ox e r , and ma chi ne - gun , a a  re l l as ev er y s i ngl e r ound of ammuni t i on , f or

i t s o rn f or c e s . g c c or di ng l y , i n t he i r opi n i on i t x a s co rnple t e l y i r r e s pons i bl e

to intervene in a foreign war . For these reasans, whenzver they could, both

refused categorically to release weapons or amrr:unition for the Spanish venture.

I t wa s not unt i l y e ar s l a t er t ha t i h    t b ey wer e per s uaded t o s e r.d t wa howi t z er

b at t er i e a ( one h e avy and one l i g ht ) t o Fra nc o , and ev en t h en t hey di d s o on l y

be e au s e t hey ha.d b e en t ol d t hat Fr anco mi ght po s s i.
b l   r e t ur n t he f av or a t a ome.

later date.

 t that time Hitler's position was not yet so secure that he could impose  

hi s Wi l l on su ch st r ong and su ch we l l - :cnown p° r av nal i t i e s a s t he s e .
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I n t h
.e

f i r s t pl ac e , t h ey rrer e ab l e t o pr ov i d e ur g ent l y nee ded i n t ar pr e t er s

f ro m aIDOng t he i r r an ks . And i n t he ae cond Pl a c e , a l l f or me r s ol di e r s and of -

f i e er s , af t e r a ah or t per i od of or i en t a t i on t o br i ng t he m up t o da t e , wer e

u t i l i z ed i n t he m a ny Sp en i ah mi l i t a ry tr a i ni ng c ent er s . I t i s Ror t hy of no t e

t ha t t he ae German- s t af f ed s cho ol s t ur ne d out 6 0 , 000 Spa n i s h of f i c er s , ot"f i c er

e and i dat e a , and non- commi s ai one d o f f i c er s dur i ng t he cou r s e of t he  rar , t hu s

he l pi ng ma t er i a l l y t o i mpr ov e t he i na de qu at e t r ai ni ng s t andar d of Fra nco ' s

ar mi e s
1 5e1

. I n c onn ect i o n x i t h t h i s ex t r emel y i mpor t ant qu e s t i on of t r a i ni ng

i
in the Spanish Army : one expert gave t% e folloping criticism in Hitler's pre-

sence in 1937: "The Spe.nish generale and their higher-ranking officers are

s t u pi d , l a   y , ar r o g ant , a ad un t ea chabl e , and i n th e i n t e r e at s of a r ap i d and

 

ef f e ct i v e r et r ai ni ng of the Spani sh Army i t mus t be ad czt   e t regr et t ed t hat

 
' the Reds didn't do away  ith more of them ."

As f ar a s t he Sp ani s h en l i s t ed man x a s c anc er n ed , i t mus t be r e member ed

t ha t he had be en t he t er r or o f a l l t he ba t t l e f i e l ds of E  ir ope f or g ene r at i ons .

'1'he qua l.
i t i e a x hi ch had ma de hi m so   er e st i l l t her e ; t hey 9i mpl y had t o b e

a. raken ed . We l l - c ar ed f or   t he Span i ar d ia on e of t he b es t an d mo st   i l l i ng

s o l di er s t o be f ound i n a1 1 of Eur ope .

1 5a - Acc or di ng t a Gener al ob er s t a . D. J aene ck e , Ge   man ob aer v er e wer e no t v ery

favorably impressed by the atan dard of training in the Spanish Army,

e s pec i a l l y t he s t anda rd pre v e.i l i n g amang g ener al of f i c er s .
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I I . The St r ug  l e f or ]  adr i d ( Summe r and Fal l 1 936 )

(See the map in lppendix 1)

Effective 8 August 1936, Frenco transferred hi9 headquarters to Seville.

Thus , on l y t hr e e week s af t er the b eg i nni ng of the r ev ol ut i on , he wa s r e ady

t o beg i n h i s eount er a t t a ck on t he Spani sh ma i n l and . Hi s f i r s t t ar ge t wa e

bound t o b e Ma dr i d ! I f he s hou l d suc c ee d i n t ak i ng t he e api t al , t hen t he '

war would probab ly be over within a few weeks.

I t wa g v er y i mpo r t an t t ha t Fr a nco s hou l d s t r i ke as so on a s pos s i b l e , a s

l ong a s hi s enemi e s war e s t i l l r e l at i v e l y we ak and 9ri t hout pur pos e f u l l e ader -

s hi p . The R®d s wer e exhau s t i ng t h e i r r e s our c e s i n di s s i pat ed , pl anl e s a a s -

ainst Hueaca and Zara oza in the eaet, on San Se-aau l t s suah a s t he one e ag 8 

bastian, Oviedo, and Gi3on in th e north, and on Cordoba and Gransda in the

Tt w s obvioue thats ou t h . So f ar t hey ha d b e en oo npl e t e l y un suc ce s s f u l . a

this eriod of confusion in the ®nemy camp ought to be eaploited.P

The ma p i n Appendi a 1 , eh o. i ng t h e mi l i t a ry s i tu at 3on e s of Ju l y 19 36 ,

r e f l e c t s t he ao  s e of t he f r ont l i ne s and t he pre sumab l e i nt ent i on s of t he

t Franco with hia com arativelytwo forces at that time. It was evident tha , P

weak f or c e o f appro x i me.t e l y 20 , 000 men , c ou l d not po as i b l y euc ce s d wi t hout

he l p . I t wa s u rg ent t h at he t r y t o make c ont ac t wi t h Gener al Mol a ' s nor t her n

army as early as possible.

Fr aneo ' s f i r at v i c t ary wa e t he c apt ur e of t l  e anc i e nt Roman ci t y of

Mer f da , on t he Ctu.a
di ana 8 1ve r . Mov i ng f or War d f r om t h i s po i a t , vn l 5 gu gus t

hi e Mor oc c an I e g i ona i r e s man aBed t o t ake t he v i t al l y i ©por t ant f or t i f i c at i on s

at Bada j o   , on the Por t u$ ae s e bor der , f oart i f i ca t i ons whi ch ha d al way s pl s y e d

a signifiaant role in 9panish history • This represented a large step forward.

Abov e al l , i t br ou ght Fr a nco ' s f or ce s i nt o c ont a e t wi t h Gener al Mol a ' s ax m 

a,nd pr ov i ded Fr a nco wi th an i aapor t ant   ppl y l i ne t o Por t ug al . Onc e i n po 9-

ae s s i on of t he ae adv ant a ge s , t he l ong- de l aye d mar ch on Ma dr i d cou l d b e r e-
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  ' I p a dai t i on , F ra nco ..
and l(oi a +hs d t he o pp or t un i t y t o dr arr:.u p a sy s t e  o  t i a.

  .
I

i .. : . •.  . , , . . ,_ , . - . .
  - pl an f o r   he oo Qr di u  t 3.oi1  

' 
f t   8 • o  er a t i on a t o oome .      • _    ,

_ I   _ , .
,,  ._. , . .   . . . . .   :   

• Fr  rarioo r ahee eed   on e o   ' hi 
,
  r oaps t o I[ol a , i n or der.
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  Not until 22 September Was Franco able to occupy  faquada,  hich brought

. h i m wi th i n j u s t f or t y - f i v e mi l e s of hi s pr i ma ry t ar g et , t h e c i t y of  dadr i d .

From the point of vie  of present-day conceptg it is difficult to under-

s t and why i t shou l d no t hav e be en uo s s i b l e , ev en wi t h pr i mi t i v e me an s , t o

move forward more rapidly,
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T1 .e Red Gov e    nr  e nt i n Va .
l en c i a

Th e mi itary v ictory achieved by the def ender s of Madrid , a v ictory attri-

b u t a b l e t o t h e i n t e r na.
t i o n a l b r i g a d e s i n l a r   e p a r t , h a d d o n e mu c h t o s t r e n g t h e n

the k `d Peaple 'a Front and to spur its supporter s on to  eater et'forts in its

b eh a l f .

The a e t zv i t y o t t he Ru s s i an r  nd Fr encb. i ns t r uc t or s b e   a n t o be ar f r u i t .

It was largely due to then that the fir st shipments of weapons, ammunition, and

e qu i pme nt , r,o s t oi   wh i ch ha d be en cor  p i ].e d ou i t e un sy s t ema t i c a l l y , wer e pu t t o

t :ne mos t e con oni ca l u s e pos si b l e . S a pp l y wa s a r el a t i v e l y s i mp l e ma t t er f or

t he Red s , i n v i ew of t   e i r d i r e c t con t a c t s wi th Fr a nc e a nc  i n v i ew of t rie f ac t

t h a t Bi l b a o and t he mo s t i moo r t an t I  ed i t e r r a n e an s e a por t s , whi o h r ec e i v e d s u p-

p l i e s c omi nc; f r o rn Ru s s i a , wer e i n t he i r h a nd s .

j,  :n i l e h e wa s a pr i sc.  ne r i n Sov i a t i u s s i a , Ger:t r al o be r s t J a en eck e  '?a d s ev -

e r a l l e ngt ?-L,y co nv er s s.t i on s wi t h a ?u s s i an t a n _ cap t a i n
l   b

, wh o c l a i me d t o ha v e

s pe n t t wo y e a r s vri t h t he Red   ov e r n men t i n Val en c i a a s an i n s t   u c t or . J u dg i ng

f r o m t he c ap t a i n ' s axa c t k nowl ed ge of   e  ogr a p hy , pol i t i ca l c ondi t i on s , e t c . and

his a.ccura
te descriptions of the country and the people, it seems apparent that

  h e wa s t e l l i n g t hc t r u t h . He d e s c r i be d t h e a l l - o,a t e f f or t s ma d e b y t h e Ru s s i a r. s

t o mo l d t he i r Sp an i s h a l l i e s i n t o a n ef f e c t i vE  mi l i t a,r y i n s t r u me nt , Th e Ru s s i a n s

h ad n l a c ed t h e i
.r v e r y b e s t a i r c r a i't s p ec i a l i s t s , t a nk ex pe r t s , a nd i n s t r u c t or s

of all kinds at the disposal of the Spanish Reds. Accordin ; to tha Russian

eaptain, the Soviets never for a moment cor sidered it possible that they might

l o s e t h e war i n Sp a i n . Th e cap t a i n t o l d J a e n eck e t ha t h e wa s st i l l un a 'ol e t o

lznd er s t an d j  ow i t ha d ha pp en ed a.n
d , knowi : g t hs t J a ene ck e h ad b e en i n a po gi t i on

t o f ol l ow c l o se l y t he c ou r s e o t' t h e wa r f r om on e y e ar t o t h e n ex t , a sk ed h i rn t o

ex pl a i n why t h e Red s h    d l o s t . J a en ec ke t o l d h i m t na.t , i n hi s opi ni on , t h e

r ea l r e a s on f or t h e Red d e f ea t ha d b e en t he p ol i t i c a l co n f u s i on wh i ch p r ev a i l ed

on t he Red s i d e - - wi t h St a.l i n i s t s , Tr o t z   y i s t s , An ar ch i s t s , Ni hi l i s t s , and t he

countless groups of Nationalists, sucli as the Bas ues and the Catalonians,
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c ons t ant l
,y

di s agr e e i ng among t h ems el v e s , and e ac h gr oup s py i ng on

15b - During the summer of 1948, in the Brickyard Camp (Ziegeleilsger) on the

Wor kut a Ri v er , ab ou t $i a mi l e a We s t of t h e ci t y of Wor ku '  a . Thi e c amp

wa s no t or i oua f o s t he aev er i t y of i t s admi ni s t r at i on .

. ,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

n  
      ._-

a r _
d 0   - :. 0 '  l ll . '.'

t   ' N T'd ti t V.: :  ? I1 P V a T l t C Ol l l d
.

  '   :   C CI   t =. 1 2? ;dU,.11 : t F d t l l:
,i

t   ',   L' Cl t,' C k C   ;;

I
3 I 1 1 1 ;

,.
'  i l   'lf '_L:    2 'i; U  L ,

  Y C O " ! ' ? C t
.

u d •C Ii    C   : B C J '.:
t 1 i1`

_
i C', Q e I"l ' : l t l J I11 I16.T

T
 
a

  
t r 11 S 0 'h"Tl

   
. i? .

t F_(? C C2 :1;; ,.
: .

1 T7   S 0 'wCl
}   a t (' - -

  l l S t ; .
  ?' ' a :   

•  ? CI t ;i  ?  : d X  '   r     .:'.  
1 „i i -  :1 d 1 0   11  

Dr 1 c;U C? £
..' I ' 1 : 1  '; f     i   i ;i l .: Il C  :>I1C E'. I1 t I' 3 t 1 C  Y1 C i: :Ii L  - - S  1 '•7 '  .

 
.
C:

_
  : V E? (1   _'.

I I   I70 U   ':1 t 0 CilU k @

}1 1 1I1 I'  ' <'l
 
_
1 Z ° f  !1 E? t; ;r t L;,

Yl . r
_t ` 3 1 :1 t r f? C ;i ' ', 

t r1 1
.
11   '"T  ? F' d , I ' r =  

__
  1 ?1    

!: 2 t a l w ;x j :  d i ' t B I '

11 1 3  :.T'   1 ' J d,
   .i,

t $ . Y1   W t : l si C ;: 0 I
c2 :1 3 1 ; h _T'1 :' Cl t }7. .'

r : .
  !i  i d t 0 :  J :; C1C1   .t

F 'C Od C  t°•. 1 1 4 2 t 1 1il e

f'i n di nr  c  . 
t ,  i  -i ci: i ac t i on w; s i n c ocl rl  1   :       d   !:  a t :       :r ;  a t ? r   .1

t   :or i t y . I r. r    p l y

t o J   .eT1   c :    ' s  u .:    Ut i o n :as t o vr :  ,  i  e }, : d b  en s c r  t F   lc    d t o i Llr r i su llln  n t , t he

c  lUt   i n '  .n s  ,r-e r    d t h a t hi s t o:l  ̂ i   :"a   be   r   ;;red ' li ir .   a f +, e c k e mc :  t i   r2s t rla t : e

h a d O I i C21   : J c: T' d t '"i 1 S S i  ci   r? fi"  !  _t '. 'l7ki Q C' J  7 ."
 '.1 C :  1   ' 1   i r 1 .; : C1L' I ' S .

i    l f? t 3 .T1  = C : .r   t Fi l P  l a fl

S 1 IC1j7   V     C; I1 v c  ;1 :11J C}'! Q U : l i l  - 
i : 1 S c1J

,
} OLl r I 1:    t D r :: ' 1,

C1 . '̀
_
  I l 1 S i l  J ?1c? T   . 7   El l (P. S LI S F e C t

' t1 t  "   = F? ;y   S Ot l; r     t ll   5  
.
  1: j --'. C T' r t F O Z 1 C C , cl << 1 _.

C ti :, 'J   '."
  0 J   C r '   t 1

.
Ori Of ! 11 S ? }: -

 e e r i e n c e s i t  ;
,      a.

i r_
h s .      r.   r : s l1 : f ' i c i e : l t t o :n    :,

'_        .: r     v i  o :   a d r e a r d 'n i m d c n o u n c e

!l ]
.
IP.

t 0 t P fy :  1
t 1: Or l t l

.
C S . - -   =1 r  '. :  U   t

 
!'?t YI _. c t I ' U 'J c DI ' = Lt t   C  t 0 S   t ' I1d i, ' i '  Y' f: i t

 Q
T  ": 1 S 1 1 f  C'. l I' i U S C ' 3I 1     '  O Z' C '   .T: 1.  S .

I n t l"?  l a 3 t _! C ': !   i   l :  
' 1t', 7T  .5 j

. I '    (J i  .U
l ; 

 
I U S u

c  .   1 ?2 '  O C ° Ia r1 S CJ 1)
.
Ti t   ' S :; Q t '

.' ! : '. r 1 ?1 .̂.?
  .

  1: :  l I1 C  3 U ri ' : l c   C O t ti '1  I ' J OV ?  :?   C   ICt   ) S .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



    ,   ,   ,   •
•

It I i i i - r- = -  - I r r; .  I - - _. - : I ; : •  . . „   • -   ^ n   - I -   - - - -   -- -- -' t
  7 I _

I

, _ .
1

,

  I _ I I
. 

, '

,

•

. •
,

l • 1   : I   - I
.

   
_ 1 I

  . •

^

. _
•

I
. , .

'
  I I ' ; 1

_
 

1  ,
I

.
 I I I ' I J

-
I

I I I
1 [

I
I

 

• 7 . I .  
I

 

I

I ' l
 
I

_

I  
   

I - I I
i

I
_

    I
I I

A
  j   L

r
i
,

 
' i

  r
  I  

,  
 

- r
  "

..
•

. :   I
L '

 
'

, •   I I  
, 7 l

S 

•
 

- .
' I

 
,  

 
 

_ .- . .
 J

   
`

f '• . .I f   I ' r
r ' • I L r

.  
J
 

,
'- ,  

r'
I
1r I (

  !
.
  .

   
 
.. I I ti . , ' I'

J •
I I  

I ti  I ; .
i  • I

      I 7
-
 

  I
 

•
  i ,

 
'  

. .I ,;
J
.
k z r,

1 -'  i -   I '   ' I
   ̀  

I
•

- ' I
J

. - _
, I '

I
 

-   i I 1    
  , . 3 I I I - t       ' '7 i

,
I r .

 

j /   /
-  

.
[ r r

'
, I I . • I •-

" y
I

 
I

I ' I 
, .

I ^

•

I T I
.

I
. -T { I

-
I I

.
J _

. '  ` , I I 1 J I

•

l - 2 '   I
: _ _

I I y
.

^ •
1  • I

•     y l f   { . . . _
.I '

1 I I I I r E

- .

C I l
.

.
. _ , _ 17 1 ,   -

I ti

 
I

. .
 

,
I   1

I . • . I+
,

•
•

I
'

,
• 1 r I

r
  - 7

  1 I   ,
I • 1

l i   I

 

]
l

1   1

'
,

 

I 'i
•  

I ,
a

 

, •  
 

 
7

l
-

r   1 . I  
.

.
' ,

• }

,

` I I
i

:  
r

I

 
•

t
.

 
  / r ' . ^   ' ,

f

•
.

I I I ' I I
,

i

•

 
'  

•

I
- -

`

] l . i , I
-

I ' , 
-

•

  I • 1 
/

. .
  . _

,
I

I
_ _

I I
 

T I
 

,
    •

. . _

  •
J

.

J `

' -

 

.

• I r

 

.

 

    . ,
^

-

I .
I
 

.
'   ' i 'I

.
I . .

I
  1 I.

I I  
. .

t ' ' I 1   ' '   : T I
' f 

_
JJJ ... '

. .
'   r

i . = L -
.

I
, r

_
r ]

J

 

.   ,
  ,

r • I _
  a r X

_
'
l '

.1      
a -: - , . .   l . . 1   I

.
  ' • ,r

 '
. .

t
.

I -
i

:  , I . .     . . ' . - - . .I I iJ i     
' T --  

1
   -' . f- r " I   i

J
.  . : I : ' r r

F -  
 - : . ' !

. i • ,} r
 

  r .i 1
I

- ,  
_ - 1 11

•

y
 

,
:

, 7 .
'
J- 1 1

i " - : - - i  
•

` f       l  ' '  

•
'' j

.
'  

i
.

.
•
,

I
7 = f y - 

,
  .

..
`   ' ` TA^  

 

i
 

1
^

I .   •
-  '

,
"
" _I '

-
- . . :. i

_
, ,

 
,
  .  .

-
,

' -   I I 5   I   . •.r
 

_ } I >•     - .
1

- a
 

  I
ti

I   T ' c l .. ,

 

.
  r •

..
I

,
- iJ • .i

.
I   I 1

I '
, -  

r
.

I
I r . _ • - t '• '

•  
I -   . _ -

t
i _

I '
S

{ I
 

I  

_ I
,

. . -
, .  

.
 

.
I

`

S 1 •   - 4 ' } ' •
.

J
.  - I . _ . ' lI

,
y -' I C

 

 
I I I I I r  

I

I -  

I

I
-
!
•
r I •

-
•

1
I   I ' F -'

_ _
I

_ .
I

.    
` . I .

t
` I I

_4
. 1 1 ' I • f  .

'   1 1 -
1

- y
l

' 1
 

l i I I I
_

J I I - .
1  

J ' I L - • I ' 1
. 41 . I

•
  ' -  

- I • I I .
J

I -    
. . .

-
,.    I . ' 1 ' 4   1: _  

, .
^

.
t   . I , Z   1   I I I I I . I 1II .

  1 . • I I II ,  - I II'
( t ! : y v , ' = 4 s . r - • s- '   ' r   I . , I . '  I   i• • I   1...

  t
  . - -   - _

i'

I   . _ _
  `

-r
y   i =, _    _ 

. -     - - - r•
.
1  

r  
  ,  

r

.
l I I

I . I l
  a

/ . _
J  

I   l
. __l

i , c .r r I I • 1 I I I I '

i  

i /'
.

 
,

: ' ' 1 '
r   ' . r , .

,
- r   I .

Y

I
 

.  r ,
:

-
'  

   

. . ,
I

. -
ti l

.1-
I

.
"

1 { .•  
' ` I

I _ i _ . _
IL

'

 

.

' 
I
I _ ; , . . ._

I I I   - • I .
-   I I

_ _ I I -
1 •   x

 
J

 

. ' . I i • I  
 

I
 

I
.

I

r
I

-
r

J . .
t

-
•

  1
.

-
T

 

r

` -

'

I
.

r  

l
.

r

I

C

i    
-

y
• -

I •
 

_
I
•
 

 
,

I
 

_

 

 

- 

t

i
l
. - I l i l . l

"

[

 
I ti

i
-

i
..   ,

>  . .• ..
 

  !
`

,
•

f

r

.
I .

 

 

'
i ' T I

I
.

: . I
1

  r
l

•
-

+
' •

f
' : - i r

)
^

i
,

 
    .

1 :
r

+

.i - I
i

1

 
  .

 
• r r

 
•L

. _
'   ' 1

I
 

•
  '

   
^

  ' . - '

'  
( • ' .

•

t
  
t

;
 
 

t Y   .. •  I
:

. 1 •
. -

,
_   

 

. . .
_

-
-

' - I

r
_ . -

_
I

 
  .   1 `  

•
I  "'  I

•
}

 

.

 

  '  ti I ` J
•

'
r

' t -
- .

 
.  

 
 

 
r

f

  I .
,
.

 

•
 

   

-
. Y 

.,  I „
 

. Yf 1
. .,

• -
{ ,   `

 
i

:
I I ) ' '

. I -
I

I I i _f J I . l I
I + I

I ?
   

t
I

 
  l    

 

t
  I -

I   PI I
' •

.
'

rl
:

  I
' [

- I   •'
1

-  
i

f r
  b

• • I   I I . 1 .   • I ,
i u . I       - I I I 1

.- I   .
 

.
 

.
t I • l

l

 

l   -. .
- .

   
r i 11.y.   - 1' r I

,
' 1  

. i
'

_

 
I
I i

_
r -  

l
' 

-
' I

_
I i I

. .
i :

,

'      '
.
1

. .
  I
I

f L )   I .

•

I
T

I   1 I I . -I   . ,
y ^ - -. ' '

,' 7 I I - 1 _ - R i
 

  I r
.
S . l

. . .
I . f

.
` •

,
I , y .

u 1]
._   I  

,
7 I I

 
 

_ . -   .
f I

. ti
 II

  I 1
. .,

J   • ;
 

1 ., c .
 

. ,
 

/  
t J

. ,
\ I I   I

. I - !  
, 1

-
I

  1   J
.
y J

 

  .   I
-

s•
. . . -

-    
„

1    
I'

_ •
L.   re   .- '. ,, .

  ' ,. . . t ;'  
. - i

l ;   r .
 

_ ,,   , 
t
,
c 

,
y

.
'

,
:

.
}

r
' :

.
 

I T
I

t

 
 

L J . _  
7

_ a
a

  I
   

`
• C •  

I
' i ;

  1 S   . 1
.

.

a
.

.

- ' `" ,       t '      , Q : '  1 _> 1' _ 1Fs
- .

- 1 I r       •  r f
_ I ' i f   '  . -Kj   ; 7 . r l.a_  .'•  i 

F

 ̀     ,, II-
r '

, : I I tl
.

r , I I
 

•

`

• , I I : I ,
ti  

I
J
I

-
   

  j
 

r -
(

 
,
  .

i I
 

;
, ,

I
I

- /
r

    1   I

Y

-
'   .   .

_
1 r

,

•

I
. . 1 I

I
. I

 

- {
  '

1 ' 
_

 
•

 
I
I

I I

•
I
I _

. I

 

 

 

' /
' } - • -

*
1

„ 1 '
 

 
 

i '
•  

 

  7
-

  ' I
r r

I  
"

I
 

I

• •
  f 1

-  
7 i  

r
, I I

I

I ' i l
I

` '
I

l t I L
,
•

+

: •
I

 
I • '-

•
-

i
I •

I
I

'
  _   I i

S

.
`  

y
I

   
]   t

_.
• ' I

` I
I '

 
I   I _ L I IJ

I
)   i

y • r
l
•   -

.

'
_
G

.

T
r 1 ' 1 ' 

•
r T

'

.
I i . I

- . .
•

,
  1 I

   
R _ •

1   -
 

f
"

.  
I I , I

r
! . . 1

. . I I ' _, I { .
Y 1 I

1' - t . -  
r '

 

  I I
.

,

/ v L I I I ^ • I _
111

I `
f

,
I •I     M % I 1  

,

T
'

I
 

'  
• 

,
I I I I /

I
; ? I• I

. .
 

{
 

, I - s  , r -
  . .

`
 

.  
. ti .  

-
i     .- ( L . ' I •  

L
.

 

,•

  ' ' I
[

I   I

 

1 - 1

-
I I r '

t
   

'

I

. I . - . T . J_ . -
,
 

1 ••
. i• .   . r f . :1 i

_ l
 
 

. . . J T I 7y 1   i i
_ •

,
ti :

, •
Y r - l i .

r _i
,

I
 

i : I 1 . I ;
 

J ] '
 
J

• ,
f  

. _ . _
I

•
  'I . , -

,

.

 

 

`
 

i I   - I I I I _
;

: J   - R
. .

 
.

r

I
I I   '

,

*
 +

I • _   ,fi
T '•  

•
; 1- _

f
. •

. . , R

 

y L
I ,

 

,
, /

.
I ; ,

 

• ; i   I I
-

 

. •
_

•. ' I _ r
I

 
L .

I I .

 

'
f -

 

i I

•

 

-
-

"   - 1 II
 

 

-
- -

=
.

' _ I  .
.
/ I   .   J '

.
S

r . _ . , . . •I   7 1 i .
1 ' l y I • -

•
, I

_

L
• 1

.

h

 

_'
- tt ! •   • I I f / / r   .

I   L I  
 

 

,

L 1   't I I r I a -

• . I   I IT I i , ): I I  
_
r  

- r   - - - I  
  1,

, . , :; -   •..  
,
  } • L1...•'

  '  "i 'J r ' - I ' _-   :1• li \ ' - '   I
_,
I 

- `   -  n - :
  y • . r

J
-

. v

 

- , ' ;   r '._. , c . L: ' r .- ,   , , r f
.

I I
•

I ' '
L

-
.

{
. .

_
f.

~
(

 
.\

.
' S 't   y

.
I

. '
- w __ . _ _ _ ' . .

!  
 l - . . _ .,

  fl ' r y ` I   ,     . .. . . . . - x
i

i  , . f •  I • _ - . _, .   - Ì . _ .• . n . . ,
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en cou n t er ed t wen t y - f i v e e ne my f i   t er s , a.nd t h e J u - 5 2 ' s x ar e ab l e t o e ac ape on l y

with th?  r eatest difficulty. 7?urin  a subse4uent attack on the Cerro {=hill)

de los 9n eles, they ran into a still lar er force of Curtzss fighters and into

t h e f i r st Ra t a s , wh i ch l a t e r t ur ne d ou t t o b e t he s t r on ge s t f o ea o f t he Ge r ma n

f i  Tht Pr a i r c r a f t .

On e J u - 5 2   ra s b a d l y h i t a nd , wi t h o n e f a t a l c a s u a l
,
t y o n b o a r d , Y .a d t o ma k e

a n e :ne r g e n cy l a n d i n g . Squ a d ro n l e a d e r 1 Io r e s u d i d n o t h e s i t a t e b u t l a n d e d n e x t

t o t h e c r i p p l e d J u - 5 2 i n t h e mi d s t o f t h e h i l l y , h r u s h - c o v e r e d t e r r a i n , f i r rn l y

c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e y l: a d l a n d z d i n e ne my t e r r i t o r  r . I io r e au r;n d hi s c r e x g o t

o u t t h e i r s u b Ta c h i n e gu n a , r ea d y t o d e f e n d t ii e a s e l v e s f r o  n t h e e n e my a n d p r e -

p a r e d t o t a k e o f f u n d e r en e m}  f i r e wi t n t h e i r r e s cu e d co mr a d e s .  3u t t h e t r o o p s

wh
.
i c h Wer e x a r i l y a n pr o a c h i n g t r,e l a n d e d a s c r a,

f t t  ,u  n e d o u t t o b e rAo r o c c a n s ;

t h e a.
i r c r a f t r a d c o   :e d own a b o u t 3 0 0 f e e t b e :  i n d t }  e i r o wti l i n e s . As s o o n a s

d a r k n e s 3 s e 't i n , T lo r a a u t o o k o f f wi t h t h e t x o c r ews f or Sa l a ma n c a .

The r e c e :a l y ar r i v ed :  e av y an t i a i r c r a f t a r t i l l e r ,y
b s,t t e r y , u nd er t he c omma r d

a
o f Ca p t a i n h l d i ng e r , t a ok u p i t s po s i t i on i r; t h e a r e a s ou t h we s t of Ma dr i d t o

c o mb a t t he s t r a f i ne at t ac k s a f t he Cu r t i s s ' a nd t he Ra t a s a nd t o do wh a t i t c ou l d

a g a i n s t t h e n e r t wi n- en  i n e Ma r t;i n bomb e r s a nd t :r e Po   ez mod e l s . Th e ba t t e r y

was much too xeak, however , to keep the enemy _
from bothering the Nationalist

f or c e s en t i r el y .   ir t h e r :no r e , i t h ad t o k e e p mov i n g f r o m on e p o si t i on t o an o t he r

i n or d er t o av o i d ene my b omb ar d men t . I n t l: e b e  i nn i n g i t s op er a t i on s a l so su f -

f e r e d f r om t h e f a c t   ha t i t vra s u s i ng ha l f Ger ma n a nd ha l f Span i s h cr ews .  "v en

so, the first hits scored  gxthex   tia c did provide some relier for the Spanish

troops.

Th e Red b ornb er pi l o t s s oon be gan t o r e l e a s e t he i r b omb s f r orn t he r e s p ec t -

f u l a l t i t ud e of 1 3 , 0 00 f ee t , and a s s oo n s s t h c  f i r s t a n t i a i r c r s.
f t a r t i l l e r y

s a e
 
'l s r evEa l ad t he l o c a t i o n of t h e Ger  r.ax  ba t t e-r y , t h ey t u r r,e d t a i l an d d i s a p-

p ea r ed . Tu t t r.e b a t t e r y cou l dn ' t b e ev e r yv,ihcar e s.t a llCe .
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The 88 mm ant i ai r craf t a r t i l l ery pi ec e wa s a par t i cu l a,r l y u s l l - de ai gne d

x eapon . I t x a s no t on l y i n Sp ai n t ha t i t bro ught t he Cer ma n ant i ai r cr af t ar -

t i l l er y f or ce s an aur a of i nv i n   i b i l i t y ; i t mai nt a i n ed t h i s aur a t hroughout

t he end of Wor l d  Par I I , dur i ng . hi c h i t Ra s u t i l i z ed i n a number of di f f er ent

ways.  hen this Reapon
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a oo nt i.nu ou s t ho rn i n t he f l e s h o f t he   ed g o.v ernmen t a t Yal ena:l a .

I n t er ms o f nw nbe r s , t he a i r cra f t , cr ews ,
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and materiel available to the t ro sides at the beginning of the Spaniah Civil

War wer e probabl y f ai r l y equal . The maj or i t y of th i s me,t er i e l , howev e r , Ra a s o

inferior that it had no reel military value. Only those machines imported from

abro ad , wi t h t h ei r s pe c i a l i s t s and i ns t r uc t or s , We r e r eal l y of any us e .

At this time Franco's air force was under the command of General Rindelan.

The following aircraft were turned over to him : 14 Ju-52's, 12 he-51'a, and

21 He- 4b' s .

1t the beginning of October 1936, the fir st purely Spanish Ju-52 squadron  '

was ready for employment at the front. Training progress h ed been equally ,I

.
r api d i n t he f i gh t er , ant i ai r cr ef t ar t i l l e r y , t a nk , and s i ,gna l co mmuni ca t i on a

I

uni t s .

In thie conneation mention must certainly be made of the valuable and  ill-

i ng a s s i s t ane e pr ov i d ed by t he Luf t han s a ,   I t h i t s pe r so nne l and a r gani z a t i on ,

du r i ng t he f i r s t mont hs of t h e war i n Spa i n . Not on l y wa e t he Luf t han s a r es pon-

si bl e f o r car ry i ng out t he f i r s t t r an spo r t s f ro m Te t uan t o Sev i l l e , but l a t er on ,

on ita o n initiative , it took over the task of setting up the courier service.

Nor ahould x e forget the "Ilisma" (hispano- Ioroccan Transport Company},

operating under the direction of a businessman named Bernhard, whiah rendered

v a l u abl e s er vi c e t o th e e nt i r e Span i sh pro j e c t .

Soon ?  aj or De i ch mann ' s o f f i c e , i n t he Ho t e l Chr i s t i na i n Sev i l l e , wa s d e s -

i gna t ed a s t h e c ent r al c l e ar i ng- hou s e f or a l l Ger man oper a t i on s per t ai n i ng t o

courier service, supply, mail transport and delivery , and rear-area cornmunica-

t i ong . Maj or De i ch mann b ec ame a Ke l l - known f i gur e t o a l l t l•,e German v ol un t e er s

Kho wer e pz oc e s s ed thr ov.gh hi s o f f i c e .

I n c onp l i an c e wi th Fr a.nc o ' s wi she s , eve n t he f i r s t uni t s t o ar r i ve wer e

unl oa de d by Ge zman mi l i t a ry per so nn ®1 . The y co mpr i s ed one t ank ba t t al i on , made

up o f t wo ca mpan i e s and onE t r an spo r t co mpa ny , a gma l l numbe r of ant i t ank g uns ,

a.n
d one s i gnal c ommuni c at i ons company . The t anks wer e to be t ur ne d ov er t a t he

Spaniards as soon as they had been trained to operate them . It soon
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be c ame appar e nt , howev er , t ha,t i t Ra s be t t er t o hs v e th e Ger rnan creWS r i de al ong

a i t h t   ;e Spani a r d s . Th e Panz er Group Dr on e ( Dr ohne ) Wa s under   t   e c omman d of

Colonel a.D. Ritter von Thoma.

Und er t he ove r al 3 c ode de s i gna t i on "Be eke e pe r " ( I mke r )
, ar my t r ai ni ng s cho vl s '

•
 I

Wer e s et up a I 1 ov er Spai n , a i t h Ger msn - bor n Span i ar da aa i n s t r uet br s . b[as t of  

• . . . I
them veterana from World li ar Y, these men not only possessed the requi aite mili-

.

t ar y t ra i ni ng and eg per i eno e , but c au13 al s o s pe ak t he l angua g e and wer e a  qu ai n- ^

 
t ed Wi th th e men t al i t y of t he 3pan i ah eo l di e r . The "Beeke eper " s ehoo l a   er e ,.

 

und e r t he c ommand of Col onel a . D. Fr e i h er r v on F1u  k , Who , at t he aame t i me , was :
. , 

i n c omman d of a l l t he Ger man l r my u ai t s and al s o act ed a s mi l i t a ry at t a che .  
;

i

Co l onel   tar l i mont ha d r e t urn ed to Ger m  y so on af t e r t he ar r i va l of t he Condor
.    

Le g i on .
.  

.-

The Ar r i v al of t he Condor LeAi on a•r 
d
.

i t a Fi r at   i s s i ons   I
I

 he German military aid embodied by the Condor Legion arriv ed in Spain at

.

the beginning of November 1936 -- and this Ras none too soon ,
for Franco's po-

s3tiaa had deteriorated sub tantislly in the meantime. This wae especiall  evi- •i
 

, -
t r u 1 e f o r Ma dr i d , whi eh wa s b e cocni ng mo r e d i f f i cul

.
t ev ery d  y •de r t i n t h e s g g

A mi x ed I t al i an- Spa ni s h bomber s qua dr on h ad at t empt e d t o mov e i t e ba s e

f o r   ar d t o a poi n t n ear t he f o ot hi l l s , eome t en mf l e a f ro m Madr i d . F  ompt   .y

a t dawn t hey Wer e a t t a  ke d by 1o  r- f 1y i Ytg a ed f i gh t er ai r cr af t and t he ent i r e

squadron was destroyed.  

Ag ai n an d e gai n Na t i o na l i s t l e ader s ur ge d t hat t h e Re d s eapor t s b e das -

t r oy e d i n or der t o at op t k  f l or of weap on s co  ai ng f r om abr o s d . ,

 'hus i t Ra s qui t e na t ur al and ent i r e l y i n ke epi ng  ri t h t he per eonal oour s ge

of Gene r al Sper r l e i h  mxherz  t t+a  d:ed t hat he sh ou l d de c i d e t o oammemo  at e li  a

_
ut i l i z i n g hi s ent i r  ethe horns and

ar r i v al 3.n Spai n by t al  fn g t he bu l l. by

bomb er f l e e t i n an at t ack on t he He.
d $e ap or t of Car t ag ena . I n th i a way he

f rst d . In Spain up to that time it had been
made hi ms e l f f amou e t h e ve ry i   Y

,
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The ha rb or , f amoue s i.no e t he day e o f Hanni bal , x a s s urr ound ed by hi l l s RYri ch

u er e f u l l of enemy ar t i l l er y o f al l k i nds (up t o and i nc l ud i ng 380 znm g un s )
,

ant i ai r c r af t a r t i l l er y i n c l ud ed . I t Ra s an unhe ax d- o f th i ng i n 3pai n f or a

g ea er a l t o f l y at th e h ead of h i s bombe r e i nt o a l i on ' s den o f t hi s ki nd .

On 1 5 Nov ember , Gene r a l Sper r l e ar d Ya j or Fuehs , 1 eadi ng a group of t h i r t y -

f ou r Ju -   2 ' s , at t ac ke d t he pox t of Car t ag e na .

Zn orde r to avoid haPing to fly over the mountains in the interior and having

t o cr o s s Re d- h el d t er r i t ory , t he e nt i r e bomb er gr oup f l ev f r o m 3al amana a t o  Ite l i l l a

in Africa. Forty tor  of gaeoline and sia tons of oil xere loaded into shipe at

Cadi z and t r an s po r t e d t o Mel i l l a Ai th an e s cor t of x ar ah i ps a nd.   bmar i ne s .

Th® s hi ps a1 8o car r i e d ai gna l e qui pme nt a,nd s i gna l c ommun i c a t i ons t r oops , di r ec -

tion finding equipment, meteorologiats, mechanics, radiomen and radio squipment, "

air traffie control personnel (to aid in aetting up a provisional airfield),

t r a c t or s , and medi c a l per eo nne l . Pr epar at ory sn d r e c onnai a s an c e f l i ght a had t o

b e a ar r i e d ou t . Cont aa t had t o be e st ab l i ahe d rri t h t h e Span i s h an d t he I t al i a.n s

i n or der t o a s   ur e ef f ec t i v e a i r t ra f f i c co nt r ol oper at i an a . l i na l l y t he nav al

a i r ora f t uni t s , u s i ng M̀e l i l l s as a ba s e , u e r e s ent up on one l a et r ea onnai a s anae

  f l i gh t t o ah eok on we a t he r c on l i t i o n s and t he t ar ge t i t se l f . Loa ded t o capa c i t y _

iith bombs, all thirty-four Ju-52's reached Melilla at noon . At four o'clook in

t he a f t er noon , t h ey t ook of f f or Car t ag ena , a t i nt er va l e o f t en mi nut e a b et   re en

e ach group of t   o   .r ar af t . Nav a l ai r r e conna.i s s a:nc e a i r c r a f t ,  rar s hi p s ,  tnd

i n t e l l i g enoe ag ent s x er e on ha nd t o ob s er v e t he ef f e c t i v e ne s s af t he a t iock . At

1 ? 3 0 t h e f i r s t r epor t 9 oame i n o f huge f i r e a r a gi ng i n Ca r t ag ena . The Re d   ar -

sh i p a - - or r a t her t ho s e at i l l abl e t o mov e - - l ef t t h e harb or i mmedi at e l y and

sought saf®ty  n the hpen seas. '
.
L'RO steamships went up in flame9, and the port

• _,

wa s pa t ou t o f a e t i on f aoc some t i me . The f o l l owi ng day t he t h i r t y - f our Su- 52 ' s ,
.

, .
 ithout a single loss, returned to Salamanca. There they found no feRer than _ _, :

t hr e e empl oyme nt r e que at e rrs.i t i ng f o r th e®. The s ame ev e n i ng t h e3r appe ar ed
,

agai n oPer lda dr i d .

• , , 
R
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L r_. I   s ' V.

 
  .

 
  - Z

   
ti r - t    

 

 
_
    ;

_i _
- _.

1
. , . L

, r   i
    ' _ -

 
, r   - r  

. r    
 

 
r ,

 
. y ,

  r' f '-" .   -
    _  ' 

 
  c = =   , .

 
i ' , ....

-
_

'!"  11
 

     -'  
 

r .
f
, _ -  ' _    '

 
'   '  

 
i - .

  ' 1=.   +
1  

F
` .

 
. , ` , , ' 

 
  P '

, I i   r  n
-

.
 . 

Fr
r ' •̀ I   r11 r    4  

:
_
r     .- 1'+y '̂ - l = = ` _

r   ti -
 

' _
'
 

_
. _   4 t - f .

,
  r

-  
    r'

`
y      

.   ' `   .  
_

  t -
  P    '

,
r Y

  -
    cr  

_   ^ -,
±_w    E'!' -r

  - f - t     1 _
1.4 r   ' r , t   ,. _     ' .   !   1'

- t   t r   --
" :   s t - -

,
 
  '  '   }

   
.

 
   

-

  ' '
.  

'  
•  '  

 

_.   -
r   . Ir

 
_

' I     -
•

•
  ! r   '   . 4 r 1 ' _

  ' ~
.
 

i

 

i   `1 F , - [ °   -
 

  .=i 1   r -
 

r t %_ I : a r
 
.   ' 1 L  

_
  1 '- 1    

_
'̀~ '   r •

ti  . I   .
s

• '

 
,

I

  .ti
_
- '

1
   

- Z   '  - I n   r " l   t
   

.
r '

M
 

r t  
_ , r

   j
r

. . - l    
r  '  '  i # ! ,   _ - _J

_
 

ti n      
4  

 

-   - 1
- ir 1 =

    r a `
_   . ;   f

_=   -   $ r
  ' , - ,   . - _

i
  ti

  ,
_. )

- ! - rr    f - -_
1' ..

, ,,
    `1 r

 
_   -

 
. _-  

f
•

.
'
y

       
 

X 

 

, 
' 

 
 

r

 
.   i,

-
   

r
t ,

`
_

:'  7   r
-

 
    t

-
 

'

+_
!

_ r
.

, '

 

t - - SL  
x "

_ . . '
Y

 
I

  - - Si . _   
,

Y_
 

. . .  
 

J .   ,
 
:

 
._ - _

 
f

F

 
f
 

  jr . lY
r
    -

L   . '
}

-    
H

1
 

 
 

- _ _ r= ;   i '
.
1 i   y   i, t   i

 

 
,r ,

 
_
I I    .r   _

L'  
, .I y a  1

  = r   - ;'  
r- r ,

  '
_ i

  ,
`  

_ -   i
_ - - -

 

J '. 1 - r.
r

-
 

- _
Z'S

, • l = '
_- -r i  . =- _   - y   . . • ,  _.  '

y -     r•    
*  •. r a   i - i

   '

 

/ ' - ' ` r
 

= Z    
  f r .    S,f

 

' f - _
; .   ..'

 
  -

-W t . r r      - . t ri
-

'r . _
'' r .

 
_ .  li il "r   1 . I

_
i   • r - _ _  

  _
= li r     ' ` '

 
' •     '     '''

r   l
 
_   , ' t _

    t  
„

 
 

`h 
L ti   . `    ,

  _
t _

l    . `   '
- - - -r'   L .s-

 
} f l . ' - - - =r -

 
  l '    - 1 . -   r y j

- I   , S
1

- ti 1  1 . (
 

;
 

  '   I I I / - J
. i - - _

-  .
 

' - 14 1
r

' •
 

•- ,
' '•

  •
• _

 

-
_ _ _- t -   •L '.

 
. - i - - 1    - i   1 - • .

 
_ - - -

_ -
i '

.
l

-
 

  I 1
.

i   . ' ' -

 

  J ti . - 1
r _ r

 
. _ ' a     • -

  ,
•  

 
I
_ - - _

 
 

r  . ; G

.

- i

 

_
   

 

1 
 

_
F I  

 
1     ?' 1

•

 

'

    • 7

: r ti
I •

_   Il r
j

r 4f T     t   '   -* . fi    
'   . n i + I  I i    _. •Z rj ' '    

.

 

. .
S

  I - i
1   . r .  

  -
r   ti '+7.ir. -

_
r
_
•+ . _ 

,
J •  

 
        l . .  .    'J

_  
 

 
 

r̂ l ` -
ti

_ r_
  i i'7  _      -  j, r_ . -  

,
 

- :
r

. -    .   }     .  ti . 1 Fj
 

r
,, .r

_ -
  •     - _   .-

  j -   -•
 
  . i r =1   

. • -.
    ' 

_
  - _  

-
   

-_{ If   r   r   r  
.  

' s      
i '  ' ,ri '   i r i .

  ?}
.• .    r  

 

I   _ , y r
:__ - . _ •

 
_ r -    r  .,- .

 
_      _    1

_
.   a 

 
' L -   I  

-

 

•   -
: =

r
  '- k') . . - v ' •

  ' r.     , 
  •

/ .    r
  c'   - :! '    . 7 r   J1_    ll +

  t  
_  L  G r     

. t '  
 

  i ' L r -- .
J

  . =
.

-
i  1 `

  r `
 

t  
r

ti
_
- -

- n  
' -
- ^

 
'
 

- _
- ,_

-
. • 1 •  

.
  r .

.

'
•y

'  
T

, .7- I 4
  4

t J= 
i

i
.  

     
. '

 
1

r ' ' °
..   r

=
 

-
.1 =̂ {

_ < - ._-
-

  r 1c- k     +r =   . : _-i   y
_  yr _     -       ' t  

- !'' -  -   • _r i -ti I .   '  - s i _ p  . -:. r
   

'  r .  
- r a  • _ {     r k

:7•  Ty_ _
r  ' _

  '   - 3 ` ti .   '  ry i
_ ,

  f i    
r_

  4 1 

. _
    F,;

.
- •" '

' • ,
]

 
1
r .

± f «  r  

_   _  = i  
f T -

 
.

 
. • -     l    

r } rl  
,    .  

- - = r r r     -
  - .= r   _ -1   L  A.'   r

'
_
  s .+ - I ' .r . - .   '   -  -  _ _  ,+

1 s ~.  = . ' -
r

' -      _'
 

- "   ? -
-

  _   .  • _  
    ::   _T _,

]  
,

_
..  

.     _   : 
 

l       L;
l     _• i ,J

! '
,
-  

-  -{
+   r      `       ,    

 
. 

` 
 ̀ 1.  

1_. J ?
.i r   r ;   ti   f '     .    • ' T'

r r . r    ' • ` _
! t h  •    

 
'   

  'i' • . n _
  '  y i

 
   

'     ' r  i i i
r
l i

_
'
 

t 
'' _ r- 1  t  

=ti - - .

 
  f - S

,   ,  I
,

-
  - .

•

E ' ;
-  

_
7 _

  L
  -

  Y_   '.
  J    

- - ; J  
_

' ` i   r

   

r    _
 

a  ̀
r   .

  1 . ! c =  } -<< r -   '   j   • f . ._
.̀I     .+= . t = '

,-
 
. • "]   ' - i r=

 
-i . i i  4ti =_ - ,  •

 
-  _     - ,

  '•-r'ti    
  '  r   _  rfi .  t      ,  _

k ,
 ' -

 
_- ,•  

 
  p `

) _     . .
 
  -  

.r r i rs . . •y   . : r   . r
      . w _  u   I

.J -!=.   J  
- 7 - ' _ I

.
± l }  .

 

 
'   1 "  I

  '   '
, L l ?1 = I   s   ' l '    : : `   ri r,

  •
  .     r. : . - rSr

,     j - 
I

  'T ..   
I r    

.   P

 

I-
_

  '  
•  

_
-  

a     F 'l 1-"     --   1    
`

T .
• - 

r ` r `
s    

r
`
h  

'   ' r -    I-'
r   -~ i

 

' =F - -  1 I  J r_,
1  

•    _
1

.

,
 

: -   }
      1   . s i _' .  . 

' 1,
 

 
',  - -  

  ' -
- -

I

,
,   =

 

 

w
-- r= r+ r   •_

I
r r

. Ir r i
.

  -   r= i i 3   +  : 1- r i ' ' _-
-

 
 

-
-
- 1

-` ' _
 

,
 

- r -   - _   ;   . • :-   - -
 

r<,-  _
  ';  1-   P r   f  - -.. ` '

 
= 

 
• r Y ' `       '

4 .  ti .   . . . ' r .r   -
 

! -4
 

_
' . 5   `

r j
r

    ! '- '   S  
,

 
- ' -  

 
 

,, , _
 _-  

_ -
 

        r   ,.r r _ f  ` -r =_-
   

  i  ' x .  • ,      e_= 1  
  _ 

 
*   'r 

r
  -

  ( ? r
. 

 

r       ,
 

v = J
,

- =- 1
_
 

A - _ . _
'r .  .'

 
    r_ r { 

 

 
-

    c •  `   ,
  y '  

+ i   ,   -  I  '

 

r
     '.

,  
5 i r ._ -. : __     - . i - ' '

_ '   r
r

r 5- 
*

= r _
_

 

- ' . r .-
y i . '

_
- - 

I

r
- '   . 

  T <  l

 

' -
 

i - ' 
, n      

 

  i .   .  _ - _
 

i   y ,- ' 7i
 

_  
rG

_r   - =f i r . .r   = I r  r . i l '   -

 
  - _

i 7 
 
- u• J  r l . =ti Tl '    

 
1  '   -i ` r   j q  R*,

I = _ n
• #

' •

'

  T •

' - r r    . •  rl-.
 

•̀-- -_r ` , - _ 
}

=J (
_ I +  L .     Y ,     a '   ` i : , l , r :  

 

  ,.

 
  r •. r r • _r -

 
F
' ,  +

.
, t 

I

"' ' '

 
 

5 +,  -
r

r '- ti
    w

-  - ! '

`

    -
  r

r L̀     Y  " S.
^ 

} r
' rY

 
   

- =' p '
^

, ` i
r    

I

  ;     1 1 -       :r r     , - r S' r   ! ` 1 -     '+
 

4 ,Y
r    

1 r  r, l
  h

,    ".Y- i ' y   I    -/ 1  :
 

    r;   i _  _        .f     A
_ r. - 1' - ] r r r . . . -'

 

     
,

  r
_
 
_

_,
_  ,  .

  -

 
y   ' -  

.
  G 1 = t

,   •  
 

-
+  '  

-
#   - i  

- !    
  1    a  

r
 

.
  _

_

  '   ?• - _
' -_ Y  . _ _ Y ';   7 : . ti   r,            ' tr • r L

  r   - - - - _   - . ". , i   I , ;  .   7 r  1  i r<-     _ -JI •
      ti

.
 

  ai    ,   r ] _ ,    
«.    .    

i
  r, -

   
` !   I

r 
,

 

,,

  r  
.   !

L
  ' l

-
 

-   ]
 •

-

- - - .s .
; 1 i r J

_-

 
 

..
.
_'  ,

; 
_=

r
= .

 
,
-  '

 
.

' r
I"  

r
`
 

'•=
 

z . 
; /  S= "'  l

:
-   ' d -

 
t '  

•
1
.a '

 
.

 
j S

    -  -' _ - _ -
_

- _ - .,   yt . . . r ,     . _,,
 

. _    J
_
i

 

_ -       " ' r  .
  *. J           r

, _

 
 
+

=    =r = y
 

r
-
^.`   _    

 
r •-!  -.-

1   _
.R   ' 1 i  ' '

•  
,   s r l

 
•
'T  /   T ,    -    

 
-t ti    

 

a -   - '   ,
  ;  l

 
,

f
  i

-
 

-
k ._̀

  . .     •  r . . -'
'- 1

_
LS- ' _

 
  a

      A    ` l  
- _

/ r f
-•- -   '

_
  1 ' __ = r

i   1  .     ' '  15- r r 'S'   L  ` -
 

'-. '    y  
.    l . !   .

-
_

•
 

'  r   ' t
'
.
  - - r   4  

4 -
   

. +
 

     °_
    •

. . . r
 

.   .
   - i l .

 
,

, _ _
- - _

-     
-

I  r

+

_
' - '

_ ,r- ti
C̀

-  r
,
    ; I

,
  •  _  '

_ .
r4 '

 r
' _

'
.

 
'Li   '

._

 
  ` ! '

 t
•

_
 

R c  !   - r _
L '

- _
  -_

'  
_    

.

 

-

  -
r •i.+

  y +   _' 1: r '
 

   
 
  I F r

 
- '__ -.   ,  . . ., , l •-  i '',  

 
r   ' i Ǹ
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cies of certa,in victory that the morale of the Red troops ha.d
been completely

s hat t er ed ; t hus the r e Wa s ha r dl y any f i   t i ng - - t ha Red s s i mpl y f l ed . I f

Nationalist leade.rs
hip had been firmer and more determined, in other Words if

Gener a l Quei po de Ll ano had i ns i s t ed on pur su i ng t hp demor a l i z ed Reds an d r o l l i ng

up t he ent i r e   iedi t er r ane an f ro nt ,
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f i re f rom t he newl y e gt ab l i shed f ront l i ne on t he Jar ama se ct or .

No t unt i l t s o   e eks af t er t he end of t he f i g i t i ng on t he Jar   ma ae c t or , di d

t he aec ond pha s e a f t he o f f en si v'e ag ai nat t h e c api t al g  t und er  ray f r om t he 9i -

guenza area. Nationalist leaders had hoped that the time-consuming preparetioms

c ou l d be compl e t ed i n t i me f or the at t ack t o b   g i n by t he end of Februar y . Bu t
_

t h e t hr ea t t o Ov i e do , i n t h e nor th , had i nt e r v ened t o aen ae fu r t her de l ay . . 
 f1

Hi   t at t he b eg i nni ng   i n Jul y 1936 , Gen er al Ar anda had t aken Ovi edo   t he
,.

 
 

.

c a pi t al o f 9 at ur i a ) f or th e Na t i o n$l .i e t s , bu t t h e As t ur i an mi ne r e , t ough an d   e11-   ',
, 

arm®d fighters, had not given up their struggle to gain it back. They had sur- . i-    

rounded the city from a11 aides and, for  eek s on end, had been earrying out fur-

ioue asse ults against the  eakening garrison. They had even euoceeded in gainiag

f oo t ho l ds i ,n t he out s ki r t s of t he t own , al t h ou gh Gen er al Ar anda , i n a ne sr l y de s -

per at e s i t na,
t i on , ma s s t i l l lnvl d i ng t he c ent er  ri t h h i s r ap i dl y d  i ndl i ng f or c e s .

Compl et e l y au t of f f ro   a t he out si de por l d , Ar anda ' a st and i n Qv i edo wa s   us t a s

stubbva i and just as oaurggeous as  oacardo's in the Aleaaar of Toledo. Finally,

dur i ng t he s e cond ha l f of Oc t ober 193b , a r e l i ef f or ce x a s s ent f rom Gal i c i a

uhi eh s u ce eede d i n r eac hi ng t he c i t y s nd e l kmi na t i ng t he da ng er f or th e t 3me b ei ng .

Al t hough a t hi n l i ne of a ont aa t ha d b een e s t ab l i ehe d be t   een Ovi edo and t he Nat -

f onal i s t t r oAps oc cupyi ng Gal i c i a , t he r e l i e f f or c e   a e not s t r on•g enough t o r e-

pu l s e t h e e nemy . The fl ed s x i thd r ew t o the h i 1.1 s sur r oundi ng t he t oWn , and t be

s i e g e co nt i nue d .

The n , at t he end o f Febru ar y 19 3?       t a s t he pre ps r at i ons f or t he of f en s i v e

on Madr i.d  rer e n ear i.ng t h ei r c onol u ei.on , t he As t ur i ans l aunch ed a ne r and de s per -

i

a t e at t empt t o s e i z e a vi e do . Fra nao ha d no ch oi c e bu t t o l oa d s ome of t he t r oopa

a a s ernbl e d at Si gu®n$a i n t o t r aok s as  l t o s end t he m t o t he r e s au e . Af t er he av y

f i gh t i ng , t he As t ur i ans  re r e pu ahed baok t o t h e i r or i g i na l po s i t i on a , pe ac e   and

order restored in Oviedo arxi its environs, and the relief forae could be brana-

por t ea b a ok t o s i guenz a .
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But t he Ovi edo i n t er l ude me en t t ha,t t he Madr i d oper a t i o n had been de l ay ed

for mote than a weak, and -- as luok would h$ve it -- thia r eek uahered in a

per i od of bad we at he r . The a t t ac k ha d be en c ar ef u l l y pl anned . The mai n f or c e

wa s t o a dvanc e v i a t h e bro ad h i   i  ay l e adi ng f r o m Si g uenaa t o Gu ada l aj ar a and on

. -
t o Madr i d . Thi s f o r ce was ma de up of t he mobi l e uni t s of t h e I t al i an Co r ps , ua -

I

der t he comman d of Gen eral Ber gon zo l i , who - - wi t h h i a mobi l e uni t s - - had be en

t he f i r s t t o ent er Addi a Abeba dur i ng t h e Et h i opi an c ampa i gn i n   iay 19 '  6
. At

t he s a.me t i me , t RO s e condaTy f or c es , compos ed pr i ms r i l y o f non- mot or i z ed 3pa ni ah

t r oop s , we r e t o adv anc e one on ei th er si de o f t l  e hi gh way . The t wv s e eondar y
.

c ol umns wer e c ommande d by Mo ec ar da (who had be en pro mot ed t o Ge ner al i ri t he   me an-   .
`
 

t i me }
, und er th e ov er a l l a on ma,nd of t he re s our c ef u l and c au t i ous Gener al Mal a .

,
 The mai n pr er equi s i t e f or suc ces a wes spe ed, so tha t Gener al h i.a j a, . ho had t he

dvant e of the insfde line and aon$  uentl shorter distanaes to cover, woulda ag g9 Y  I
.

have no chance to bring his reserves into poeition in tfm®. The need for fast - ' 

,
cti n was no dvubt ons of the reaeona for the eacessive haate employed.a o

_
The maneuv e r be an on e Mar ch i 937 , and pr o gr e s s Wa s good t he f i r s t day . Theg

I t a l i an v ehi a l e a mov e d f or  rar d s mo ot h l and t he f i r s t on e s e•re n r eac he d a poi ntY

j us t a f ew mi l e s s hor t o f Guada l a j ar a . an t h e a e cond day , howev er , i t be g$xi t o  

r a i n and k ept on r ai n i bg unt i l i t Rs s .a v e r i t e,bl e dovrnpawr , i n t e r ape r s ed a f t h  
_

t im os ble to see an h . The terrain betReen Si-snow f l ur r i e s , xhi ch made i p s 
. Yt  

gu e nz a and l adr i d I i e s , on t he av er ag   , abou t 3 , 00 0 f e e t e,bov e s ea l ev e l . llfi t la-

i n a sh or t t i me t h e c l ay s oi l an ei th•er si d e o f t he h i ghv ay ha d t urne d 3nt o v i a-

euous mud , an d t he t ro op s c ou l d pro c e ed oa l y v er y sl owl y . To make ma t t er 8 . or ae ,

t he f l oods ha d t er a away a t empo,r ary b z*i dg e l oc e,  ed j u s t beh i nd a f or k i n t he

highway (the original bridge had bQen destroyed by the defenders). It took quite

d be ao n et r   .c
t ed a nd a I l dur i ng t hi s t i met i l a r ov i -a3 onal br i dg e c ou l  e while un p

t h e adv en c e par t o f the I t al i an co i umn wa s c ompl et e l y out of f f r om t h e r ear . By

t he t i me t h e br i dg e   ra   r e ady , t he ma ny -

i -
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t r uc ks an d t ank s wer e so co nge s t e d a t t he f or k i n t h e h i ghx ay t ha t i t • a s al mo s t

impossible to dieentangle the jam, especially since the vehicles eould not be

dr i v en o f f t he r oad i nt o t he s o f t mud . The adv anc e c ame t o e, oompl e t e s t ands t i l l .

  ior e ov er , t h e s e cond.ary co l umns , a dv anc i ng on f oot , ha d be en l e f t f ar b eh i nd .

And t hi s wa s t h e end of t he ho ped- f or sur pr i s e at t ac k . The adv ant ag e a i nher ent

in the mobility of the Italian motorized units were noW uaeleas.

Thue Gener al   i a j a g ai.ne d t he t i me he n e eded t o br i ng hi s r e s erv e f or ce a i n-

t o po s i t i on and x a s ab l e t o g o ov e r t o t h e oount er at t a ck . As a s ol di er of l ong

experience, hs managed this very skillfu lly. He utilized only a few troope in

a f r o nt a l a t t ac k de s i gne d t o cont ai n t he adv anc e Nat i ona l i s t f or ce , i h i l e em-

pl oy i n$ t he ma j or i t y of h i a f or c e , appro r i
.ma t e l y 1 5, 00 0 me n , i ne l udi ng t he i n-

t er nat i onal br i gade s (ma de up ah i e f l y of Ger ma n e and I t a l i a ns )
, i n an s as au l t f r om

t he eou t h t. v i a t he t vwn of Br i hue ga , aga i n s t t he hi ghway be t ween Guadal a j ar a and

ot her Wa r d s ai n s t t h e f l a nk and t he re ar of t he Nat i onal i s t t r o ops .Siguenza, in a$

The ma i n f or oe o f t he a s s au l t wa s di r e c t ed ag a i n s t t he adv anc e c ol umne of t h e

I t a,l i an Cor pa , f ar ou t i n f r ont .

A gr eat de al , i nc l udi n g a g re a t de al t ha t i s er r one au s   has be en wr i t t en

con c ern i ng t h e b at t l e of Gu adal aj ar a , whi ch now e nsue d . Gener a l ob er s t a . D . Ja e-

ne cke ha s t he f a l l owi ng t o s ay i n t hi s c onne ct i o n : "Shor t l y a f t er t h e end of

t he ba t t l e   I sp ent s ome s i z we eks i n 5pai n , du ri ng whi c h I h ad a eh anc e t o t a l k

 ri t h a l l t h e l ead i ng per s onal i t i e s i nv ol v e d - - Franco , Ar anda , Vi g on , Or ga a , Mo s -

car'do, Queipo de Llano, the German A nbassador, Faupel, the Italian genera.ls, and

Sperrle and von Riahthofen . Despite the length of time whicb has elapsed since

t h en , I s t i l l r eme mbe r t he c ont ent of t he s e co nv er s a t i on s qu i t e c l e ar l y . For

one thing, I recall that 9perrle a nd von Richthofen told me that tho Ttalians

had i n i t i a t ed t he Le g i o n i nt o t he de t ai l 8 of t he i r co mi ng a t t ack o.n
l y r e l uc t ant -

r l y and at t he l a s t mi nu t e . As a r e s u l t , at t h e v e r y l a s t mi nut e t he Le g i on ha d

t o s end a numb er of l i ai sa n of f i oer a t o the I t a l i a n s ec t or i n or der t o obt a i n

an unb i a s ed pi c t ur e of j u $t Rhe t wa s go i ng t o h appen th er e .
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8   
- 

J

I wmedi at e l y ef t er  my ret urn t a -Germa  , I pre par e d a memvrandum r ef l ea   aag

 
. _t he conver ss t i ona S had had  .n Spa i n and - submi t t ed i t t o Hi t ]:er . Thi a m®aaAr sx -

, . .

dum i s   r e eumnab l y at i l l on f i l e s ome rher e i n Ger mar y . I t s a ont ®nt s ar ® t h   e       -

- a s th oa e of a r e por-
t i s ent t o Gen4ra l der Fl i e ge -r Pau l Dei Ehmann on 6   pr i l  ` .

1956, v      . - . , .  
.

. , .' On t hat day I ep ent t wo hov.  s  ri th Hi t l er , dur i ng t he cour ea of whi ah I
.   

..
. . - -, .    -`  t al ked f or at l east an hour and a h  il f . dn® of h3,s f i r s t que s t i on®  was , '11Phha 

. . - .   - 
i

- .-   •
-      ,    

4o y ou t h i   k
.
of   hr I t a l i a  s ? ' I  rep or t e d what had happene d duri ng th e bs ,̀

  t l e   -̀    
, _ . , ..I. . •,  

, .    . , _ ,., . _-  t
of ( uadal e     a .     t er    thei r v i ot ory at Mal aga , rrher e t he 8 eda had r   s -a1  `

., - _. . ,   - - = ,
  a t her t l  an f aa e t h e      s s au l t of t h e " i nv f na i bl e " I t al i ans , t be

-
t}  e-e I t a l i aa di v - : '- ' 

.
. . .

  . . - . ,+   i

i   i
.one had move d i   t o_.pAei t i oh be tr eea t he Guadarrama  dounts i   e a   d ''f er uel , ' i n .

:;
,
 
 
 

_ 1 .  
...-

- -   . .,    -
t he o rer re eni ngl  r con  ì den"t opi ni on• t l  t t h ey coul d s i mpl y swoop dow,

a on t Y   :   ;-
. •s . •  

..- . - ' . . • •   . . . .
,

"  
Qapi t al f rom t he nor t h , sr     around t v t he sout h , and thea _pu$h ;'t   rcwi  h t.c  t hd  -;.,  ,

. . .   - • ' . . ,=:j'-, i

  edi t e r r an ean a]:ong the r ai ].  a t' l i   e onn ,e c t i n g ]  a dr i .
d and Yal e nai a . Th e y -Ra    - - ,, ,

 

- , _ . -._ :, - .   : -   . 
ed t o end t he ent i r e a ar wi t h on e ;  rer wh e l mi ng bl ow. I ex pl a i ned t a  'B;t t l     h o r  -  ,

;
.:
1

_ : _   ' - - ": .
t he I t gl i an at t a ok awep:t òv er t rro S  i sh di v i si ona and actval:l y made gooa ps oL- _  . 

.
gr ee s dur i ng the f i r s t t hr e s .

days :
.

     n the four t h day , t hou,  h , i t
.s

t a rt ed t o     _
-, _.  - -  

I
r ai n arad t he har d El ay ao i l s o on be     e ao s of t t ha t t he t r o ops aou l c    t mov e . . _ i

- . . .   .,-
The ohl

.y
"r oads " i zi the en  i r e   eg   an   .r e nar rox , aephal   =  r f aced pat he oa  .y   '

.
 . .

  i de enou$h f or s f ai'iaa-Ragon , and th eae   er e so Bov er ed  ri th mud -aud al sy  •hat -

. .   .

  11 t h e   t al i a n mo t or i z ed uhi t s ( t  te D 
.v

i s i on Li t t or i o and t lro mi l i t i a di xi .ai on a)
a 

bogged doe n compl et e l y .   t t  i s pQi nt -a f ew combat pat r ol s f rom t he.   nt e,r
i at i on-

. ,

a l br i g ade s a t t a cked , ;and t h e s o   .t -
t er ed r i f l e f i r e f ro m t h es e f eR $ ed t r vop s

. . . - .-,,   _  
was enat   to ores t e such- gsui c that the I t a l  .ans l vs t t he i r heads csompl et el y -,-

  ,
 
,

.
s rid r a n awa y s o   s e t   't  a t no on e  cai  :cl hav e st opped t h  em. Ge ra s   -of  f i c er

.g    rl  i'

    x er e pr e   e:nt a e ob s e  cv e r s   .n t he I t al i an s ec t ar and   h o x i t n ea eed t   f s Yi t t l e

_ . - , ,. -
dr gma , aasur s d me exp l i ai t 2y tha  ;thi a   as by no me a rs a   ,ygt e aat -3:a   ,t t ac,ik b r, , : I

  . . -  ,i

fl ed t r oQp s or bg f u l l - s t r en gt h i n t   r na t i o nal br i g ade uni t s ; i .t -wa s onl y s f ew ,

. -   .

_ - ,•.
. : - . - -  . _. , . _

.
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Gen er al Ro a t t a , di dn ' t da r e oome n e ar h i m f or mon t h s . I n aont r a et , t he f s me as d

c o  r a dl i ne as of t h e Qerrnan $ol di e r a s e eme d a l I t he b r i gh t e r , f ©r t he 3p ani a r d $  
 
 
,

were convinced that such behavior was inaonaeivable on the part ©f the Germans.

Bef o=e l e av i ng t h i  a s ub   e s t , Hi t l er a sk ed me B f ew mor e que s t i on s . My

aa airer s , i n s u.mmary , wer e a s f ol l ows : I s a i d t h e.t i f Hi t l e r i.n t e nd ed t o i n -

c or por a t e t h e Zt a l i a n s a s a t r ump c ard i n t o h i a p ol i t i c a l a nd mi l i t ar y pl ann i ng ,

i t wa s h i gh t i ®e t o s t a r t t h i n k i ng ab ou t an ea chang e p r o gr a m f or g en ®ca l s t a f f
 
. 

of f i aer s as We l l  aa ot h er way a and teeans of a ah i evi ng bet t er and  mor e e f f ec t i ve

 
, t t r t n s e ci a.lt r a i n i ng f n t,he t t al i an a rmed f or oe.e . I poi n t e d ou t ba, , whi l e ae ai p

uni t s such aa f l yi ng uni t s., engi neer c ompani s s , and Ber$agl i er e , mi $ht be ev al -

u at e d a a hi gh l y sat 3 ef ae t vey , t he ma  or i t y of the i t a l i an ar med f or ee a at i l l

r emai ned t he same ol d col l ect i on of i nc ompet en t s t hey had al wsys been . I r e-

mi nded hf a t hat a Ki ng of Nap l e a had onae sai d t he f o1].vwi ng ab out t hem: ' You

aa.n t aice a s much t r oubl e x i th t he I t al i a ns as you want , gou ean gi ve t h em t he
-

v er y be at we apons , a raount ed a of a nmun i t i on t o pr ac t i c e wi t h , y ou e an dr e e s t hem

' in red, blue, or green uaiforms, but  ou will never succeed in trarssforming them

; i a t o a u s ef u l mi l i t a r   f n st r u men t . r The=e ar e t wo pri a c i pl e s t v wh i eh t h ey x i l l

a l Way a r emai n t r n e . Th e f i -r st i s : x hen t he ene u  aome s i n t o v i ew.,
t he b e s t

t h i n g y ou aa n do 3a t o r wn '  e ot her Ra y ;
,

and th e s e cond s b e t t er t o b e a c owaacd

f a r f i v e m3.nu t e a t h a n de ad a l l y vur l i f e . ' I t ol d Hi t l e r t h a t t h e on l y t h i ng

wh i ch ha d cha nge d i n Zt a 1,y   ra s Mue rol i xi i ' s b i g mou t h , wh i ch rra s t r y i n g t o e on-

v i n c e t he.
I t al i a n a t Yla t t h ey h ad b e en t he r e a l v i

 
t or s of Qi t t or i o - Qen e t o    

I
I

The moment Y had eaid this about   a.sso
lini, T waa horrified at   owa  

,
  .dar i ng and I  ras an ti ou$ t o sae how Hf t l e r Rnul d t aks t h i s r at h er der ogat ory

 
xemark about h3  alleg ed friend. " o my surpriae, he alapped his ad utant Hoss-

bach om the back and burat vut laugriing. :
.

Fr om al l t h a t I eupe r 3.ena e d l a t e r on , I am f i r ml p +conv 3.nc ed t hs t t he s i t ua-

t  ion i n I t al y ha s no t cban ge d t o t h i g d ay an d t h a t my o omment e t o Si t l e r
., wh i ch

- -
R +  r e ba s ed on ey e- wi t ne s s r epor t s , a r e st i 1T t r u e .

_ . .
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Af t e r the debac l e at Guada l a j ar a , t he I t al i a n s ha d l   s t th e maj or i t y o f

their weapons, vehicles, and ammunition s,nd it was months before their losses

aould be made up and -- even more important -- the mor4le of the3r units res-

t or ed .
The f ac t t h at t he t h r e e I t al i an di v i s i o n s aen t t o Spai n c ont ai ned a good

many adventurers and unemployed, and thus could not be regarded ae reflect dg

t he v er y be s t human ma t er i al , may be c ons i der e d a mi t i ga t i ng  c i r cums t anc e .

 i hi s wi l l be d i s aus s ed i n gr e a t er det a i l i n m.y ac c ount o f t he ev ent s Rhi ch

f o l l owed , eve nt s Whi ch I  ri t ne s s ed pe r s ona l l y .

I n an y c a s e , i t i s obv i ous t ha t t he av ai l a bl e ac coun t s ar e f ar t oo l en i e nt

a s f ar a s t he I t a l i a n s ar e conc ern ed . "

The new f rQnt l i ne s e st ab l i shed a t t h i s t i me and de st i ned t o r ema,i n ttnch ang ed

f or y ear s d i f f e r ed v e r y l i t t l e f r om the pr ev i ou s one . Onc e ag ai n , th e a t t e mpt

t o c ap t ur e t he Spani s h c a pi t al ha d f ai l ed , an d t h i s a t t e mpt wa s not r e pea t e d i n
.

t he f ut ur e . But f a,c mor e i mpor t ant   ra s t he f ac t t ha t t h e Red a had  ron t he i r  ,

r vided bf i r s t r e al v i c t ory at Gu adal a j ar a . l par t f r o m t h e i nv ol u  r y he l p p o y

t he I t a l i a ns , t hi s v i c t ory ara s due ab ov e a l l t o the mi l i t a ry ski l l of Gener al

Ddi a j a .   zt Mi aj a ' s f or ce s , t o o , ha d suf f e r ed he av y l o s s e $ , par t i cu l ar l y t h e i n-

ternational brigades (and among these, especially the German Thalmann battalion

almos

and the Italian Garibaldi battalion .
The Thalmann an d Garibaldi battalions were  

compl e t e l y de c i mat ed , and no l ong er appeare d a s c l os ed un i t s i n t he f i gh t i ng i n

Spai n . A good .ma.ny o f t he men who had co me f r o m al l c or ne r s of t h  wor l d t o he l p

in the struggle against Fascism now found it more propitious to leave the all too

dang er ou s s oi l o f Spai n . Thos e who re mai n ed wer e i nt e gr bt e d i nt o t he .
Red ar my .

VI I . Fr anco ' s Of f en s i v e i n No r t hern Spai n ( Apr i 1 - June 1 9 3'I }

(See the map in A pendix 3)

The fiaseo on the Jarama and the defeat of Guadalajara had to be counter-

aated as soon as possible and their repercuasiona on both internal and forei n

polities smoothed over .ritbout delay. Therefore Fran. 
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    dedi ded t a embark on a new of f ens i.v e r3:gti 't away . ' 'hi s t i me i t wae t o be di r ec t ed "

agai net :  s t̀ur i a aad t he -
I3aeque aoux tt r y i r  the nor th . The en   ,g-   r ant , same     0

f . . , .  .
    mi l e s   B l ength , wae:  t a b e ae aaii l t e d f rom the east and aompl e t al  

-ov  er run .
  I f - 

  . ,; . -
-̀ F  anc o co  I d suao e ed i n ac compl i -a

  g t hi s , he woul d be r   l i eve d of the di   f 3:- . .  .
  ul t i ®a . ent ai l ed   .n f i

.g
  t i rig on t       ront e at t he same t #me ,   l dsnger f i om

.

the north rould.
be eliminated, end the Ge nere,

lissimo would be free to emplds the

  '
 

,
f ai rl y l arge f or c e  t i   d do rn i n the ,nor t h i n dec i si ve oper at i ,ons el sewher e . Re- -

aent ®v ent s had ,made i t al e ar t hat  a r api d vi c t or.3r irasc aut of the qus 8  ̀ i  oa and ,. _.

  h g t Fr anc o  rou l d ha  a ' t o re c kon w  .
t ,h a l onger war : Uhder t he s e -ai r aums t iaa ae s ,

t he c apt u  e of th e nor th e ra pr ov i nc e a   a wou l.d be a d eo i ded adv ant ag o s i nc e -

 ..t h  i r r aw IDat eri a l a and i ndus t r i e s  roul d r epre s snt a val uabl e s dd-i t i on t o hi s

armament a prugr am. Fu ct nar aor e , he  i roul d be i n a pos i t #oa t o eei se t he i   gor fi  ri t

harbor s oh the Bay of Bi s aaq , wb  ch i n t urn wmu l d. en.abl e hi m aut of f t he R  ds ,
.   .

f ro  t he s ea,,  a t
,
l s a st . i n th i s are a . Il 'o  Engl snd had deni ed FraII CO  r goog si t i o l

_   - : al l o r •   .

a e a ws -r # i r g par t y and t ]aa s had re f us ed t o   a bl oa ka.de per mi   t i iiig b  t o
-

' 
,

e t op nent r al sh i p   . B  s f:de s , the f  ̀
.e e t   h i ch ps t r ol l ed t he no r t herrr.   s   oi ;'

,

Sp  1
.n -u or  s r t he pr ov i e i on   df an   .xt't ar nat i o na l ag r e ement 'wa s h e  

.p
i r g :  o su ppos t

. •
`  ,

.
  r aaco    s anemi e s -̀b t '  et t i ng   thaou  shi Pmen t g of ,f oodat  f f e . - , .  .

- ; _
TYte pri mary  t ar g et oF any of f ens̀i v   be gi nni ng i n

. t he
- eaat   as bout d -t o be  

- . . __
t he Ba eque gr ov i nbe o  Bi a c   y a ,  ri t h i t s aa pi t a l - of Bi l bao . Bi aaa  rr,

a s  -a   en t er --

  of t he   i ro n i ndu e t r y -i  a :
Spaf n , snd a. g'oo d deal of t h e i ndn s t r y .

th e r e • a s -
    nanaed

- - . 

  b    r    
,  Qapi t a7;. The di f f i cul t i e a f e,ai ng Francx  ' s t r oops wer e unustxal:l :, 

      ' - - ,ri t h b r o  td r ang     do t t ed .
g  e a t :

.
  he c ount t  r owr r ou  i.ng Bi l b ao i     reTy h i l l y , . .

,.      ;   :
- ri t h hi g  t pe aks a  '  shaer grani t e . Towards t he s out h ,,

i n other wa  d$ -i n _i  he   di - .
, . . _ .

r eot i.an oF t he i nt er i ar o.
f  the count r y , t he oi t y i e s cr   eaaed by   e f oot   l l a

-   ;,.

of t he Cant abr i an .
Mount a,i ns , whoae r i dge s r each s he i   t of 5 , 000 f aet sad . s  e

s o shar ,   and j agged t h.at the r e. ar e,   ®ry f ew pl aaes wher e.
they  

,
be _c  os s ed.P

y
 

_
or t har  ̀ or  

  'he enemq waa f ul l a.Aar e of the s i gni f i c a aee o.f Bi l bao as ' a  ia a p

- ,
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enhanced in its effectiveness by the contours of the terrain, began between the

pa s s e a at t he ea gt er n b or der of t h e pr ov i nc e , ab out ha l f - way be t we en 9an Sebe.s -

t i a.n and Bi l bs,o , an d ea t ende d t owar d s t he s out h acr o s s t h e r i dg e s of t he Cant ab-  

r i an Mount ai n s .
Th i s wa s t he f r ont xh i ch ha d st opped t he of f e n si v e of Ger e r a l

Mol a dur i ng t h e pr ev i ous Sep t ember , af t e r hi s t r oopa h a.d aa pt ur e d I r un and San  

Sebastian.

The r e   as en ev en s t r ong  r de f e ns e l i n e eat end3ng i n a ahal l og s emi ai r c l e

ar ound t h e ci t y of Bi l bs,o , t ou chi ng the co as t at e ach end . Thi s l i ne had be s n

dev e l oped i nt o a r e gu l ar f or t i f i e d wal l , t he s or t of f or t i f i a a t i on i n   rh i ch t he

Basqu es were past mastsr s. There  rere a good maay miners among them, who Rere

f ami l i ar wi t h the c o nst r uct i o n of s apa a r  .
dr i l l - s ha f t 9 ; t h er e u ere al ao e on-

cr ®t e co n st r uc t i on Wcp er t e who baa s t ed t h a t t h ey aou l d bu i l d s he l t er s i IDper v i ci  s

t o bomb ardment f rom th e ai r . Th e r e su l t wa s r ea l l y an a l mo s t i mpr egmabl e f or t i -

fications line. Called the "iron belt of Bilbao"  it Ras oonsidered to be  prac-

tically unassailable.

x Fr e i h s rr von Ri ch t hof en - Th e Fl i e r and t he Command er

The h i st ory of t he 3ps ni sh Ci v i l War i s i n aepar ab l e f ro m t he aar e er of Fr s i - ,

her r v on fl i c h t hof en i n Spai n . At t he t i me t he s i t ua t i on f i r a t be gan t o be c oiae  
  

c r i t i aal , v on Ri ah t ho f en wa s i n Rome a s ai r a t t ache . He wa s at i h i n 8   wheri

h i s appo i n t me nt es me t hr ou gh a s ch i ef of t he Dev el o pIDe nt BZCws h and.
Te et i x  Bra nch

{Abt e i l u ng Ent ori ck l ung und Ez'Pra bung ) of t he Tec hn i c al Of f i e e {Tec hn3s ch®s   mt ) ,

a ei ch s Mi n i at r y of Av i a t i on . Von Ri ch t ho f en ' s n e  t as k  ra s t o t ake ohar g e o f

t he v f t a l l y i mpo r t ant dev e l opmeaat an d t e st i ng o f a ew a i r cr a f t mad e l a f or t he

Luf t   af f e .

Ag a y oung s e oond l i eu t enan t , he had s er v e d i n t he f i r s t wor l d war i n t he  

f i gh t e r  ri ng e ommanr  ed bq h i s unf or g e t t abl e cou ai n , Manf r ed v on R3
.ch t hof en .

H  .s r e cor d o f t hr e e. or f i v e en e  y a i r cr a f t br ought down gi v e s ampl e pr o of t ha t

h e h s d i nher i t ed h3s cou s i n ' s dar i ng and f l yi n g abi l i.
t y .

I n Dec ember 1 9 36 , vo n R 
-c ht hof en hi mse l f v i s i t ed Spa.i n i n or der t o s upe r-
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v i s e t he empl oy ment of t r e new Ger ma n ai r cr a f t mo dPl s , t he He- l Og , He- 11 1 , Do- 17 ,

and the dive bomber Hs-I23.

Dy v i r t u e of' h i s i n s pe c t i on ac t i v i t y , v on Ri cht hof en na t ur a l l y c ame i n t o

c l o s e c ont a c t wi t h t he co mma nd er of' the Condor Leg i on , Ge n   r al Sper r l e . Her e ,

t oo , von Ri c ht hof en ' s exper t adv zc e pr ov ed v er y v al uab l e , a.n
d he yoon won t he

r e s pec t o f t he Le gi on ' s com aan der and s t a f f .

  hus no one wa s pa r t i cu l ar l y s .i r pr i s ed whe n r e t ur ned up a s t h e Leg i o n ' s

chi e f o f s t a f f i n J an u ar y 1937 . .

Von Ri cht hof e n ( i n th e me an t i me pr amo t e d t o l i eut e nan t c ol one l ) wa s no t onl y

an ou t st a ndi ng of f i cer and an ex pe r t i n Lu f t wa f f e a f f a i r s , bu t al so an ex t r eme l y

s k i l l f u l neg at i a.t or . He g ot a  
.ong besu t i f u l l y wi t    t he Spani ar ds and Wa s he l d

i n e s t e em by Ge ne r al i s s i mo Fra nc o . Tha.nk s t o hi s iazov  I s do e of I t al i an , he wa s

s oon a bl e t o s pe ak enough Span i s h t o h ol d hi s own i n a co nv er s at i on and ev e n t o

b e a bl e t a di s cu s s mi l i t aa•y p l an s   ri t h t he Span i sh of f i c er s . One c an s ay wi t hout
 

ex a gge r a t i ng t h a t he wa s s o on
 

ack.noRl edge d s pok e s u a n of t li e Condor Leg i on . bt

t he s ame t i rue , t he r e l a t i on sh i p be t ween Gen er al Sper r l e and hi s chi e f of s t a f f

Wa s an unu s ual l y c or di al one . The t wo me n compl ement e d e ac h o t h er per f e c t l y ,

and t h ei r e x c e l l c n t t eam•  or k ca nt r i bu t e d a g r eat deal t o t he po s i t i on of r e s pe c t

wh i ch t he Leg i on e s t ab l i s he d f or i t s e l fi n Spai n .

Th e l a t e s t mi l i t ar ,y
dev e l o pme nt a sh awed c l e ar l y t hat c onv er s i on t o mor e up-

t o- da t e a i r cra i 't mode l s x a s an ur g en t ne c e s s i t y . Tho d e t ermi ned and f l ex i bl e l ead-

er s of t he Condor Le g i on Rer e ex er c i s i r.g mor e an d mor e i n f l u enc e on t he ov er a l l

c onduc t of oper at i on s by t he Nat i ona l i s t s . I n t h e me ant i me , t he pr ompt ev a l ua -

t i on and ap p l i cat i on of exp er i e nc e g ai r e d had t  ar ne d t he Leg i on i nt o a pawer f u l

 
s pe c i al i z ed f or c 2 , ded i cat ed t o t he s up por t of t 'ne Nat i o na l i s t t r oaps . Cl o s e

c oo per at i on a.mong Span i s h , I t a l i an , a.nd Condor Leg i on of f i c er s had s uc c e e ded i n

e l i mi nat i ng s ome of t h e i n i t i s,l di f f i c a l t i e s i nher ent i n t he c onduc t of j o i nt

I
ope r at i ons .

I t was , o f cour s e , i mp o s s i b l e t o e l i mi nat e t h Qm a1 1 .

Fr anc o wa s now c onf r ont e d Wi t h t he pr o b l em of de c i di ng j us t how th e of f en -
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}  ghl y eompet ent ch i e f of at af f , Cal onel i i gon . The br i gade s wer e made up of r e-
 i-gul ar t roops as wel l as rni l i t i a uni t s cons i s t i n g of Requet e s and Fal angi.et s . They  

:
' we r e wel l - t r a i ned , ea per i enc ed v e t er ans , mos t o f t he m Car l i s t s f r om nor t her n 9pai n ,

and t he y wer e l ed by co mpe t ent of f i c Qr e f ro m t he f or me r Spani sh Ar my . The bat t a-
 
. ,
,

l i ona ( c a l l ed "t er ai o s ")
, wer e me,de -u p of wel l - t ra,i ne d s ol di e r s , wh os e f i gh t i ng  

 
;

mor al e wa s h i gh and wha f ough t wi t h g r ea t cou r ag e . Mos t of t he bat t al i o ns rrer e    I 

named after saints, St. Ignaae, 3t. Miehsel, etc. A11 in all, they could be re-
II

, -
gar ded as e a c e l l en t mi l i t a,ry ma t er i a i , of t h e ®ame s t amp whi ah ha d made t h e Spa t  r

i a rd a s uch ex ce l l e nt s o l di e r s a l l th m ugb hi s t ory .

Gen er s l Mol a at s o ha d und er h 3a c c®mand t h e t hr e e I t a l i an di v i e i on s , wh i ch - -    
 

sine® the deba,ale of Cuadala3ara -- had become somewhat less boastful but no more

ef f i c i ent f ro m the mi l i t ar y st andp oi nt . Ther e wa s one ac t i v e di v i s i on , t he "23d

of  arah", and the "Blu e ArrQR", "Black Flame", and "Black Arrow" brigadee, the

latter brigsde being made up of one-third Spanish soldier9 and two-thirda Ital-

ian legionaires.

Fi na l l y , t he Q'.ondor Leg i o n - - par t i cu l ar l y t h e bomber a.n
d f i ght er s quadr ons

and the antiaircraft artillery batteries -- was assigaed to provide support for

the Havarre Corps. The fighter units , in tireless low-level attacks, bro ught all

t ra f f i c i n t he Bi l bao are a to a et and s t i l l . The 8 8 mm ant i ai r er af t ar t i l l e ry

bat t er i e a i n t er v en ed wi t h epe at acul ar suc c e s s i n t he gr ound f i gri t i ng , whenev er

 
t h e i r s er v i c e s wer e no t r e qui re d agai n s t t h e Red f i gh t er s i r cr a f t . Wi t h t h e i r

hi gh f i r i ng speed , t he devas t at i rag s f f e ct i ve ne s s of t he 88 mm gr enade s , and thei r

firing range of almoet eight milea, they soon dominated the battlefield.

I n or der t o s of t en up Bi l ba o f or t h e mai n at t ack , a mimb e r of pr epar at org

. a e eau l t s wer e c ar r i e d out f r om t he t r o op a s s embl y ar ea ne ar Vi t  {or i a . Gen er al -

oberst Jaeaecke, together with Sperrle and von Richthofan , was present at mo$t

of t he s e a e s au l t und er t aki ng a, whi ah he de s c r i be s as f o l l oWa : "2'h es e dai l y ,a
t -

t o c a t ur e t he a s s a s l e adi ng ov er t he l of t y Ca
 

abr i an
te.aks,

by whiah we hopad p P

Mountains, were carefully plsnued in all details. The close contact maintained
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f
y
-   F.

 
  90 - a  

among t h e var i ou s commen d h eadquar t er s , a l l l oc a t ed f a i r l y c l os e t o one anot h er
 

i n a nd ar ound Vi t ,t
'
or i a , ws.s a d e c i d e d adv a.n t a g e i n t h i s c onnec t i on . So on a f t er

dawn t h e s t a f f of t h e Con dor Leg i on   a s e s c onc ed on t he t o p of a h i gh h i l l , a l -

mo s t a s i f i t   er e i n a boa i n t h e t he at er ,
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__ • _    .   .
. . :   _ - . .

i
.   .

- , . • , . ,
 

• g
- .

.  
. a1    8 the •e nt  i r e

,
eper at i ori al eeot or • '  •

•
.

• f xom wh i c h i t aou l   . x at ch  dsvel opm+    g
  o "t hat

Bs    $qua,cu on e • s t 0 od by i n t h e v i oi ni t  r 

    f i g i   er .,
bomb e r , a   d r e co  i

.  .
    e ho ne

_
Ah eae 4 er and wher ev e•r

i t

d  a be s uniar o ne d i nt o a c t i on by r adi  o .
t ®1 p

. .
they c

, ,
,

  ,
  ,t .

be n e c e s $  ' 
- ,     a gs :ed .

.
• n  ffi or e and mor e smoot hl y as the da Y.

P

: Thi s me t hod df oPer at i  or  f u ?c t i o
, . . . -

:   e t r oops t n •  e ef f i c s cy =;
of     e"'
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a s t h e "Mou s e of Ge t ha r i a ". The mor ni ng aer i a l r e conne.i s s an c e pa tr o l had r epor t ed

t ha.
t t he RPds had abandone d a l l th   i.r pr e par e d po si t i ons i n t he mount ai n s i n or der

t o e s c ape be i ng c ut of f f ro m t : le i r r e s.r - ar ea c ommuni cat i on s l i ne s . Under t he s e

c i r cums t an ce s , i t wa e per f ec t l y po i nt l e s s t o car ry ou t t he
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-bombardment a t t aak pl anne d t o sof t en t he posi t i ons f or t be l a t er ass.au l t -. I maa .

t hen pr e s e nt at tY,.e oo nv er eat i on be t Re eaa Ge n eral 9perr l e and t h® I t a l i ari aommand-

er s , . h en Sperr l e sugge s t ed t ha t t he bomb s an d t he g r ound and a rt 3ai r ar af t ar t i l l ery

ammu a,  .
t i on shoul d be s av ed f o r a l a t e r oppor t un3

.
t y . The I t a l i an s r ef us ed poi nt -

b l ank t o co ns i d er Spe rr l e ' s sug g e e t i on . Theg er p l a i ned t ha t i t Aou1 d et r enn   hea   -

t h e s e l f - c onf i de nc e o f t h e i r t r oop s t o l e t t he m c ap t ur e a f ew abandonad en em r po-

sitions.  nd this 3  eaactly.x
hat happened!  

A11 tba.
t valuable ammunition mas

' oompl e t el   a'as t ed . Tr i umphant , t he I t al i an$ braught baok s ome of t he  reapons and

equi pm®nt abs.ndone d by t he 8eds , and th e ee were sent  r3.th a spe a.i al depu t at i 4n t o

&ome i a or der t a paai f y Mtts sol i ni , who Ras st i l l f ur i ous s.bout the Guadal a  ar a

e,f f ai r .
  Shor t l y af t er uards , the bombardment an d des truc t i on of t h® ne.t i oaal ehri n e of

,
t he Ba   qu e s i n Gu®t n3.oa t ool  p],a oe , an s f f a i r Rhi ch  ra s magni.f

i e d t o t he pr opor -

t i ons of a he i nou s cr i m  by t he r or   .d pr e s s . The c i t y of Guer ni c a l i e e at t he

v er y end
. of a de epl y cntt f   or d ; and h er e t he r e x a 8 a br i dge , s t r a t eg i c al l y i m-

  por t a a t si na e i t   a s t he on].y l i n e of c ommuni c at i on s bet we en t he s out her n po si t 3:ons
,  .
 I " 

of t h e g ed t r oops and t he i r hi n t er l and . The de s t r uc t i on of t hi s br 3
.
dge wa s t he  

..
;

p  i.mary ob3e at i ve of the xhol e day ' s opeacat i ons . The Gondor Legi on had   ent i t d
 
,.

bomb er s up t o at t ack th e bri dge si ngl y , and as s ooa as t h® bombs be gan t o: f al l ,

t he popul at i on i mme di a.t el  r evaau at ed t h e c i t y and fl ed t o the hi l l .e . Then t   e

f ol l o  i   ,g.
mi af or t urle cams t o pa$s s Th e ci ty of Gusr ni ca l i e s f a a r egi on r l ah

  i n f or e s t s and t hu s i t s hou s e e , t o a f a r g r e at er ex t ent t han i n t he r ®e t o f   pa i n ,

n h been orderedar e bu i l t of • ood . No t on l y th e Ger mans , but ai s o t he I t a l i a s ad

t o b omba r d t he br i dg e , bu t t h  I t a l i s ns k+a d a d i f f e r ent met hod of ' bomba  drae nt

t han t h e Ger ®en s . I n s t e ad of f l y i n g s i ng l y , t he y   1e  i n s quadron. f or ma t i o n :a nd ,

a,t a s i g na l f rorn t he s qua dron l e ader , dr opped t h e i r en t i r e bomb l oad di .mu l t s ne ou   -

l y . As a r e s a l t , a goo d many of th e i omb s l a nde d wi de o f t h gi r t a rge t , r l gh t i n

t kte mi ddl e of t h e ab an done d t own . Sri nc e t he r e wa a no on e l e   t t o put out t h e

f i r e s , a l ar ge par t . o f t he t own went u p i.n
f l ame s . The ue  s paper 's of t he e*or l d

,  
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v i e d wi t h one a.no t he r i n co nde mni ng t he Ger man Hun s an c3 t he i r l ov e of de s t r uc t i on .

I n r e al i t y  re wer en ' t t he gui l t y on as at al l , bu t had to su f f e r i nnoc en t l y f or

xhat the Italiana had done.
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Th e na t i on a l r e l i c i n t he Ba s que s hr i n e a t Gue r n i c a  ra s t he an c i e n t t r u nk of

an oa_k
tree. The trunk itself had erumbled to dust throughout the centuries, and

a l l t h a t wa s l e f t wa s t h e c on cr e t e s h e l l whi ch wa s s uppo s ed t o h ol d i t t og e t h e r .

hh i s r e l i c  . a s n o t e vp n h i t du r i ng t h e b omb ar d men t , bu t wa s pr e s er v ed i :  i t s or i -

gi na l s t a t e . Al l n ews p a p er a c cou n t s t o t he a on t r a r y a r e u n t r u e . I my s   l f' h ad

t wo Ba s qu e f l a g s , wh i ch Ba 9qu e compa n  • l e ad er s h a d t ur n ed ov e r t o me wh en   he y ha d

t o f l e e i n ha s t e ; i n t he me a n t i me t :  ey we r e d e s t r oy ed , l i k e so muc h e l s e , wh en .

my apartment in Berlin xas bombed. In any case they shoWed the red oak trunk of

Gu er n i c a a ga i n st a whi t e s i l k b a ck gr ou nd f r a rne d i n gr e en .

Dur i ng t h e n e x t f ew da ,_
y s t he I t a l i a n   g o t i n t o t r oub l e onc e mor e . Na t u r a l l y

the Spaniards who happened t;o be fi  :ting near tnem publicized the incident for all

i t wa s wor t h  zn d s pr e ad t he n ews of i t f ar a nd wi d e .   n I t a l i a n br i ga d e ma r ch i ng

a l ong t h e co a s t h i g h  ay i n a l an g , na r r ow c ol uran wa s s udd en l y a t t ack e d f r o m t h e

f l ank by r i f l e f i r e f r om a Red p a t r o]
_. T  ie r P Sa l t wa s i :nme d i a t e p an i c , si nc e t he

I t a l i a n s ha d n e gl e c t ed t o p ro v i d e c ove r of an y k i nd fo r t h e i r f l a nk s , and wh en a

Red patrol boat then began to fire on them from the sea, they lost their heads

c omp l e t e l y a nd s t a r t ed t o y e1 1 f or h e l p . I t  ,oo u l d ha ve b ee n mu c h b e t t e r i.
f t h ey

h a d s i mp l y op e n ed f i r e t h ems e l v e s on t l; e a t t a cke r s , b .zt t h i s i d e a app ar e n t l y n ev er

o c cu r r ed t o t he c ou r a  Ze ou s I t a l i a n s !

Bv t he e nd of IVia4y
t h e Nat i ons l i s t for ce s ha.d r e a che d t h e i r on be l t su r r ou n d-

i n g Bi l b a o a nd ha d al s o c ap t u r e d t h os e rnou n t a i n r i d   s whi ch t he en emy h ad no t i n-

c l u d ed i n hi s a e f e ns e l i n e . Now t h e rna i n a t ia ck , t he a s s s.u l t on a f or t i f i o a t i o n s

line which wa3 regarded as impregnable, could begin. It was prepared with great

c a r e d own t o t h e sma l l e s t d e t a3 l . Th e t r oo ps we r e  ; i v en t i me t o r e s t , su pp l i e s

wer e i s s u ed , and t he u n i t s b r ou g ht u p t o s t r e n g t h . Al l t h e n e c e s s ar y e qui pme nt ,

e s p e c i a l l y h e av y a r t i l l e r y , wa s br ou g :-:t i'or wa r d , of t en u nd   r r r ea t d i f f i cu l t i e s .

Du r i ng a l l t h i s t i me , t h e 3a s qu e s r e ma i ne d corap l e t e l y i n a c t i v e , a ppar en t l y co nf i -

d en t t h   .t
t h e 1Ja t i on a l i s t a s s au l t wou l d b e sh a t t er ed by t h e i r co n er e   e f or t i f i ca -

t i on s .
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On 3 J u ne , be f o r c pr e p ar a t i on s f c r t h e a t t a c k wer e qu i t e f i n i s h ed , Gen e r a l

 Lola was killed. ais aircraft, piloted at full speed despite extremely poor visi-
 

b i l i t y , c r a s r<ed i n t o a mo an t a i
.n , k i l l i ng a l l ,naa s e ng e r s i ns t a nt l y . Ili s l o s s x a s

a s e r i ou s bl ow f or   'r an c o i n p ar t i cu l a r .   e w   s r e   l ac ed by Ce ne r r  .L Dav i l a .

  n 11 J u ne t   e a s s a .z
l t s ga i n s t t h n i r on bc l t beg an . 1'h e t wo ar ms o  t he

r i g: t an g l e o p eni ng t ou ar d s t he ? a s t h ad b e en s e l ec t e d a s br f  a kt h r a   gh Lo i nt s o n

t h e Ba s q ;.e
d e f e ns e l i ne . The   r ca l: t h r c u gh on t h e ou t  :,  r l i n c s u c c c cded . For a

v i v i d. ac cou nt of t    e s t u b bor n £i     t i r.g wh i ch   n   u ed duyr i ng t h e f o l l o  ri ng d ay s , l e t

 
u s t ur n t o t he f o l l owi ng exc er p t s f r om t 'r.e d i a r y of Ca p t a i n v on d em Pl an i t z , t h e

d r i z a r of on e oi' t h e Ger mL.n t a nk s : ' I t ' s t he 17 t ?i o f J u n e 1 ; 37 . Th° i n f an t r y i s

d e pl oy e d f or a 1a s t , d e c i s i v e a s s a lzl
.
t on 3i l ba o . Cur t 3nk s 3r e su ppo s ed t o h e l p

t a e i n f a nt r y t o f o r c e a b r e a.k t r:r o u g:  be t wYer. Sa r.   o  lu c s.nd Sa.n Domi ngo .   l h e t  ink s

a r e o at i n f r o n t . The r e ' s t ?:e b ody o f a d ead Spa n i sh l i eu t en a n t , a Ila t i on a l i s t ,

s t r e t oh ed ou t a l on„ t h    r o a d , an ex ti r e s s i on of r  m i ca l he r o i s m on h i s gr ey- b r o  n ,

b l o od l e s s f a ce .

Now we c an al r ca d y s e e t h e f i r s t f or t i f i c a t i on s 3h ead . !' lo s t of t h e nn ar en ' t

qu i t e f i n i s h ed ; t h e b ar e i r on s t r u t s of t h e co n cr e t e emp l e.c ement s a r e s t i ck i ng u p

i nt o t he a i r . The r e ' s no move me n t   rha t s o eve r on t h e    ne my s i d e . Bu t we kn oW t ha t

t ho s e "  Y1i r.e r o s " , t h e rai ne    or ke r s , nave n er ve s of i r on . V  e ' v e rnov e d u p t o w3t h i n

b 5o f e e t of t he en e ny p o si t i on s a nd ha v e :,e n t ou r s t e e l gr e et i ng e ar d s i n t o t h e

d a r k emb r a s u r e s aild l ook- o .1
t h o l es . 1'  :  er ev e r we s c or e a h i t , a cl ou d oI w:  i t i s h

du s t  ' l i e s u p and c ov e r s t h e h o l e s f o r a f ew s e c ond s .  ' i gh t 3h e a.d o f n e i s t ha t

p 7u cky Sps n ; s}: c ap t a i n .   v ery onc e i n a wh i l e r.e c   T :n op en s   t h e ha t ch of 'rli s

tank in order to get a better look . I sim a couple of ahots over his turrets in

ur d er t o wa.r n h i m t o b e mo r e c ar e f u l .
2'h i s me t,h od oi co nv er s a t i on ha s b e come qu i t e

popu l ar . A f i n e boy , t he.t c s.p t a i n ! Ze wa s l:i l 7 ed zt Zar a g,oz a , t hr e e mon t h s l a t er .
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it's too dark, and 3ilbao lies hidden in blackness. To:norrow it v ill be in our

hands.'

 l nd t he Na t i on a l i s t f or c    s di d , i n =a c t , r e a ch t h c subu r b s on 18 J u na , and

on the 19th tney  oved into the center of th
.e city, wnich had u en evacuated by

t h e en emy . The o f f en s i v e a ga i n st t h e Ba s qu e c a   i t a l ha d l a s t ad ne ar l y t hr e e

mont h g . Si n c e t   e Na t i on a l i s t a t t r  ck ha d co a e f r o m th e ea s t , t  he r e wa s n o ch an c e

o f d e s t r oy i ng t  "1P.   a s q ue a r  ui es , t he mdj or i t y of wh i ch wer e ab l e t o e s c ap e t owa r d s

t h e vre s t . T . ey owed t he i r su c c e s s fu l r e t r ea t t o t h e d e s pe r a t e s t and t ak e n by t he

  .i n e r o s du r i n   t he l a s t ba t t l e j u s t d e s c r i be d ab ove .

Frior to the capture of Bilbao, the followin  lnclaent : appened to five mem-

bers of the Condor Le ion. Five pi ots, all of them officers, confused by the

u su a l i na d e qu a t e ms.r k i n   s r  l ong t h e r"'r o n t , dr ov e ove r t h;; Red f r o n t l i n e a nd   ° r e

a r r e s t e d . r̀ ney wer e i mme di a t e l y s e nt en c ed t c  d e a t h i n Bi l ba o .  J war c r i mi na l s ,

a nd i t  xa s a nn aun c ed ov er t hE r a d i o t ha t t h ey wo u l d b e cx e cu t e d t h e f o l l owi n g

mor n i n  . 1̀'h a Condo r Le gi on r e pl i ed t o t h i s a nn ou nc emen t wi t r  t h e st a t ement t h a t

t he   a s que   ov e rn men t wou l d hs ve r e a s on t a r Gi  r e t i t i f t h e s en t e   ce wer e c a r r i ed

ou t a s p l a .nn ed , f or i n t na t c a s e t he Cond or Le  i on v  ou l d 'oorn ba r d t h e oi t y o f Bi l ba o

i
.n r e t a l i a t i on . ti t t n e s a me t i me Fr i vy Cou n ci l or   Geh  i mr ,  t j fi u non t , of t h e   e r -

man For e i gn Of f i ce , t he 1 i s,i s on of f i c er of t h e Sp ec i a l St a f f W, g ot i n t ou ch wi t Y:
 

h i s f r i e n d , Fr e n c h Amb a s s a d o r He r b e t t e . l h a cu : s t o IIe r b e t t e ' 9 i n t er v e n t i o n , t h e

government in Bilbao was per suaded ta arinounce thg t the execution9 had been pu t

o f f . F i n a l l y , a f t er a t e r m i n p r i so n , t h e f i v e o f f i c e r s we r e r e t u r n a d t o t h e

Condor Le ion via France, their heads shaven to indicate their status ss crim i-

n a l 9 .
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VI I I . "_'h e Tn t e r l ud e Z e ;  r e s e r t e d by t h e p    t t l e oi 3  •u nc t e i Ju l   1  3 7 ; 

( ae e t h e m t r i n   r p end i x   j

T':i e of f e n s i v c a l o n  ;  t h e n o r t h e r r : c o a s t . ara s t o oc  a c n t i r u e d wi t h ou t d e l a y .

 Ph   n  ' }Lt t d.r   .r
t {IV; .S

t h e Cl
.
t  : a   J fi T? .3 '"1:1EI' .      1 t }.t'   T  l.; ; r ;.t

t l on 5 ri: u b :   I1 ma d e a n d

t ::e t r o o p s we r e j i:.s
t  : b c u t t o s e t ou t r 1 o r R t a e ?ro u t e s a s s i   ;n e d t e t l  e m r,h e n s u d -

d e n l y a t h r e a t ers s r e l:o r_
t e c f r c :n a n a t a e r y .5r r ', e r , a t : i r e a t wh i c h c o u l d v e r ,y w e Zl

t u r r. i n t   a c a t a s    r o ph e .

T h e t i me wa.s we   l - c h o ; e n . Wh i l e F r a n c o ' :: :a c.
_ n a r :  i e s a nd n e 3 r l y a l l h i s a i r

f o r c e ^ we r e s   i l l o c c u r  i a d i n t n e n o r   hi ,  :7;- r    r _: _1  'rii <<;   .
l  : Un c     , d a n e ti   o ,̀' f e n s i v e

a t n :a d r i d .
1'h i s t i me , h ow ev _r , t ti: a o pc:r a t i o n  ,  a s h i s o wn i   c  a ; i t h a d b e e n p l a r.-

n e d R i t   c a r e a nd l r    r. c
}re d ;  i t h sk i 1 1

. . I t s pu r   c s e wa s n o t r, i n   mor e or l e s s t h a r.

t o f r e c t }:e Sp a :  i s h c   p i t a l of' t h e 1'  a t i o n a l ?
. s

t f    r c   s b e , ? e  ; i n ;; i t .

Th e  x i n d i n   f r o n t l i r.   o ` t he Iva t i o n a i i s t s , o s t a,
o ?i 3h e d a t t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f

t :: e l a s t a s s au l t o n l  a d r i d , r a n a r e t t.y e x a c t l y f r o u: tive s t t o e     s t s o u t h o i t h e   s -

c o r i a l , t 1    n d i p p e ci t o .  a r d s   t:e : o u t Y: a r_
d ,      e F i n  c -  o ;: e t o t h e o u t s k i r t s o f t h e

c i t y ,
f a 1  

.01v nd t ' :   c o   r s e of {:  r I' '.a :  ; a n a r ° s e o u t h ; n t o t ;1    a r e a a r o a n d T o l e d o .

I t wa s a   a i r.s
t +:hc es s t - we s t st r c :;ch r u n r i n.T : o    t h o t t '-:e   ,s cor i a l t h a t ! fi a j a

l au n c a ed h i s b r +-r ': .t ;:r o  ;   h a s 9au   t . The a t t a c ki n.; f or c a wa s t o p   s i  f a r   a r d v i a

Br    n e t e a s f a r a s N  ,v a l c a r r e r o a nd s ei z s t h t.   ii €  we.y cO:r.l n„ ' r o m    s t r amadur a ,

t h e s a rne h i   hwa y a l o r  , whi eh Fr a r:c o a r,d h i s h , r i c ar: .
f o r c e s h a d ma r c h e d o n Ma d r i d .

I f Dli a j a s u e e ? Fd e d i n o c c u p y i n  : t a e h i   lws y , t   ie r. :  i l t he Tt a t i o n r  l i 3t t r o c p s s t a -

t i o n e d a l o r g t }':e N; n  :a n a r e s wo u l d b e c u t o f f a n d t :  e I  a t i o n a.
l i s t f r a ii t b   f o r  -  l  a -

d r i d wo l l d    e b OUr.;
l t o c o 1 , a 1  s e .

itili a.
j a q   1 P t l     a.s :  e  rb l e d t:i ,, a 5 5 a tl l t f c r c e a o lz t h c f ' -̀ i e   s c o r i a l . I}+a r i n   t i: e

n i g :n t o f j   o J u l
,y

t h ey a dv a n c e d i ?Z a :az r p r i e,e a : ; u c k , wi t iio u t a n     n r e  .: a r a t c r y

a r t i l   e r y f i r t , o n t rie T  a t i on a l i s t r r o n t  : r  i
.;  d n d   E•d t o '  r e a k t n r o u   h •  ̂Zi a j a ' s

i n f a n t r y w  s s a n r-o r t e d d  _  r
i n   t h =  a t t ac k       a l a z     n u mb     .r a f h e a v y s.n

d l i r  h t

t a n k :, o _   t, '   ::      r•: c r i  .  i n
  .

J
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as well as by same o .t-of-date Renault tanks armed with 37 mm turret Cannon. Thia

was the same old Renault model, of which the French still had some 3,000 and Wh ich

I
t hey we r e co nt i nu al l y do c t or i ng up wi t h var i ou s i mprov ement s . At f i r at t he t ank

had b een uns at i s f ac t or y be caus e i t s armor pl a t i ng wa s t oo ea s i l y pi er c ed , and

t h en t he new s.r mor p l at i ng wa s so h eav y t ha t a st r ong er engi ne had t o be i ns t al l ed .

The Fr e nah Wer e anx i ou s t o s av e rnoney and fo r t h i s r ea s on t h  y be g an Wor l d   ar I I

with this same old doctored-up model from world War I; needl.ess
to say, the re-

sults were disastrous.

.
To ge t back to Spai n - - at t h i s par t i cu l ar t i me , t he Red a i r uni t s enj oy ed

uncontested air superiority over the Madrid area and were thus in a position to

t ake f u l l adv ant age o f t he s ur pr i s e o f the Na t i onal i s t l or ce s .

The Red t hr u s t mov e d f or ward r api d l y , a nd t r e Reds adv anc ed pa st Br une t e t o

a point not fer from havalcarnero. The riationalist front was completely ehatter-

ed on this sector. A deep, wedge-shap ed gap had opened up and  raa growing wider

and wider. General Varela, who was in charge of operations at Madrid, threw all

available troops into action in an attempt ta stop th  enemy advance. Both sides

f ought s t ubbo rnl y , and t he  ba t t l e r age d ar ound t t  e t own of Br une t e and f ur t h er t o

t he s ou t h . Gener al Nii a j a wa s f u l l y awar e of wha t a v i c t or ,y Wou l d mean f or h i m,

and h e s par ed no e f f or t t o r e a eh t he Es t r emadur a hi ghRay . Onc e he re a che d i t ,

ev er y t h i ng woul d be won and  4adr i d wou l d be f r e e . 3 i s s tr ong ai r uni t s , c on s i s t -

i ng of a bout t h i r t y  tu s s i a.n Mar t i n bomber s and s i x t y mod e r n f i gh t e r a i r cr a f t

( s i ngl e- s ea t er Cur t i s s ' and Ra t a 9 
, gx oope d bac k a nd f or t h ove r t h e Nat i o nal i at

l i ne , pl a s t e r i ng i t wi t h bombs a nd ma chi ne -  "un f i r e . I t s e emed t ha t oal y one

l a s t e f f or t wa e ne eded t o br i ng Mi a j a ' s f orc e s i nt o the re ar ar e a of t he be ai e ger s ,

and onc e t h i s had h ap pened , t he co l l ap s e of t he Na t i o nal i s t f ro n t Aa s e u t oma t i c .

Franco broke off the advance to Santander i irnediateiy . All the units of

t he Condor Leg i on and s ev er al br i g ade s f ro m t he Nav an e Cor ps  rer e ar der ed i nt o

t he biadr i d ar e a wi t hou t de l ay .
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The Ger man ai r uni t s and ant i ai r cr a f t ar t i l l er y ba t t er i e s go t the r e j uat i n t i me .

VFi t h t he he l p of' t xa I t a l i an f   .Gh t er g=v up s , t hey mana g ed t o subdu e t he e nemy ai r

f o r c e s i n xhat x a g t he mo s t s t ubbor n l y f ought s i r ba t t l e i n t he ent i r e Span.i ah

Ci iri l War . l  .i .aj a ' s a t t a ck rra s f i na,l l y br ought t o a st ands t i l I on 1 2 Ju l y 1 93 7 •

Bu t t he e i t uat i on st i 11 r emai ne d cr i t i cal en oug h . Mi a j a ' s f or x ard   redge

wa s s t i l l dange r ou s l y c l o s e t o th e Nat i onal i s t l i ne of c ommuni c at i on ( t he Es 'tr e-

madur a hi g hway ) and t oo c l os e f o r c omf or t t o t he r ear of t he f ro nt al ong t h e Maa-

z anar e s . l ihi ng s c oul d no t be pe rmi t t e d t o r emai n t h i s x ay . Fr anco ' s pl a n wa s t o

c l o s e t h e br e akt ho ugh g ap and t o r eg ai n t he f o rme r Na t i ona l i s t po s i t i on s . Ut i 13-

z i ng t he r e i nf or c ement s x h i ch ha d ar r i v ed i n t h e mean t i me , Fr a ne v went ov er t o t
,
he

o f f ens i v e , and on 1 8 Ju l y t he bat t l e of Br une t e wa s r e sumed wi t h t he s ame s t ubb or n

a r dor x h i c h h ad ch ar a ot ®r i z ed i t s f i r s t pha s e . Fr anco   s a t t a ck wa s unsuc c e s s f u l

at f i r st . The Ns t i ona l i s t f c r ee s ha d no t y et r e c apt u re d t he s mo o th coor d i na t i o n

among ai r un i t s , ar t i l l e ry , and i nf ant r y Whi ah th ey ha d ach i ev ed du r i ng t he f i ght -

i ng at Bi l b ao . Gener al Mi a 3a x a s hol di ng a st r ong f or c e i n r e adi ne s s b eh i nd hi e

f or ws r d l i ne i n th e hope t ha t a r enevre d a t t a ck mi gh t y et br i ng h i m t o h i s g o ai .

On 24 Ju l y Fra nco t o ok c omma nd of t h e f i gh t i ng per aonal l y . Af t er t h or ou gh i

. pr epa r a t i on by ar t i l l er y f i r e and bombard me nt , Fra nco ' s i nf an t r y s t or me d t he enemy

positions, but xas repulsed. On 25 July the assault was repeated with the eonc®n-

t r a t ed commi t ment of al l ground an d a i r uni t s . Thi s t i me t he a t t aak wa s di r e c t ed

a ga i n s t ldi aj a ' s r e s er v e s , a s s embl ed i n th P n ar row v al l ey s x a i t i ng t o be c a l l ed

into action. Flying over th+e valleys three tiaes, German  Spanish, and Italian

air unita dropped a hail of bombs on them . At the sam® time all the available

ar t i l l ery ba t t e r i e s , i ncl udi ng t h e f i v e Ger man h eavy ant i a i  r c r af t ba t t er i e s , oon-

eentrated their fire  on
the elosely packed troops. S  ddenly, the enemy  s will to

r e ai s t oo l l ap s ed ; t he Re ds aba ndone d t h e i r po si t i ons and r e t r e at ed i n pani c .

The German fighter airaraft pursued the fleeing enemy columns xi,
th machine-gun

f i r e an d bombs and f r us t r at ed ev er y at t empt t hey made t o r e f or m and di g i n .
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Lu o  and t he Condor Leg i on  rer e aga.i ns t h i m. Hi s l a s t a t t empt , a t Zar ago z a , a l s o

r ef l e c t ed hi s s t r at eg i e f ar s i gh t edne s s and p er hap e al s o t he f ac t t hs t he r e al i z ed

v ery Rel l t hat he a ou l d be def e at ed f or g ood i f he di d not s uc c e ed i n br e ak i ng

t hroug h t he Nat i ona l i at l i ne  s .

For his last breakthrough atte pt,  iaja selected the front near Zaragoza,

in Aragon , xhere there had been very little fighting so far . For this reason the

front was being held by a relatively weak Nationalist forae. Aa a matter of fact

t he c apt ur e of Zar ag o za Wou l d }aa v e gi v e n Gener al   i aj e, a def i n i t e s t ra t e gi c ad-

vantage, for it would have divided the Nationxli9t front in t ro. General Pozas,

i  i a j a ' s pr ede c e s s or i n Ma dr i d , wa s appo i n t e d t o l e ad t h e of f en s i ve and wa s a.a s i gn-

' n ei t her ai de of Zara ozaed a f or ce of 0 000 IDen . He l anned t o bre ajc t hrough o g5   p
. . 

and then t o surr ound the ci t y f r rnn the nar th and sout h . He l aunched hi s at t ack

on 24 Aug us t , t hu s pr i or t o t he capt ur e of Sant ander , ar d su c c ee d®d i n dr i v i ng a  

s i x t e en- mi l e Wedg ® t hr ou gh a br o ad s e c t or of t he Nat i onal i s t f r ont ne ar Bel c hi t e , ,

s ou t h ea.s t of Zar a  o z a . Onc e a g ai n t he s i t ua t i on b ec ame ar i t i aal f ar t he Nat i an -  

.
al i s t s . El e ment s of t he Condo r Leg i on wer e di s pat che d f rom As t ur i a t o t ake par t

in the action at Belahite, while greund troops Rere brought from Yadrid by rail-

r
x   r. The ene my t h r us t s l acke ned and f i na l l y c a.me t o a s t ands t i l l .

Gener al Po za s

only tangible gain was a piece of territory which had absolutely no strategic

s i gni f i c an c e and wh i e h no one ob j ec  te d t o h i s k e e pi ng . Pe ac e and quf et ha d be en

restored on th® Zaragoza front by 10 September 1937•

On 4 Sept ember , Fr an c o had re s ume d t he o f f en si v e i n As t u r i a . Ae c or di ng t v

General 3perrle, 'the heroia and fanatic resist nce offered by the gsturians in

an ar e a char aa t er i z ed by hi gh mount ai
.n s s nd a v er y po or ae t ROr k o f   s pr ave d

an al mos t i a s o l ub l e prob l e m f or t h e Nav ar r e Cor ps . The t i de s of t he Ba y of Bi s c s y

penetrated fax into the deeply-cut river valleys. Steep canyons, spanned by

f r a gi l e br i dg e e whi ch c ou l d be e as i l y de s t r oy e d by t he e ne  qy , ba rr e d t he wey of

t he adv anc i ng Nav ar r e br i gade s . Op ar a t i ons ha d t o be ca r r i e d out t hr ough e i ght

 reeks of combat in the mountains, sometimes a 
Iong ridgea 6

,500 feet high . Noqe
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of Sp ai n ' s c onque r e r s , ne i t h er t h e Roman s , t :  e A.r a   s , nor Tlapo l eon , ria d ev en sub-

due d t he s e moun t ai ns . Bu t the t roops of 1.i !e Iti av ar r e Cor ps , wi t h t he ai d of t h®

ai r uni.t n gnd an t i a i r cra f t ar t i ?l ar y o f t he Condo r Le  ;i on , su c c ee ded . Gene r al

  r anda , who s e f o r c e s had b e en tr a pped i n Ov i edo by t he   s t ur i ans s i r:c e t he beg i n-

n i n  , o f t hz r e be l l i on , wa s f r e ed , and j oi ne d t he a t t a ck , hi s t r oop s at t s,ck i ng f r om

the south and the west. Finally, on 21 October 1g37, the Nationalists captured

t he enemy ' s l as t s tr ongho l d , t he s e apor t c i t y of vi j on . ì'h e Red l e a,der s e s c ap ed

i n boa t s f r o rn t :re har bor and wer e pi c ke d    p bv Fr enc}: s:•!i p s out s i de t he t hr e e-

mile limit.

Thc nortnern front no lon er existed.  11 of  sturia was in Nationalist

hands . To be s ur e , i t s c a   t ure had t aken t he be i; t e r par t of tYre y e ar 1 gj 7 •

X. The Si t uat i on af t e r t re Concl u s i on o f t i}e i 'i lT  t i i   on t    e Nor t he rrl   'r on t ;

St r a t e   i c__
Del i ber 3 t i or. s a.nd Dec i s i o il s

'r r e Yo l i t i c a l   .  !
c i ::i l i t a .r Y Si t u a t i o n s

Wi t :r  t he c o n gu e s t o f a l l c f no r t he r n SF  a i n a l o n  - t }_e p a y o f 3 i s c a y , t h e

po l i t i c a l a nd mi
.
l i t s.r y s i t ua t i on s h a d c l e c r l y u nd e r   ;o n e a c ha ng e i n Fr a n c o ' s

f av o r .
Th e t v  o - f r o n t rra r wa s a t a n e nd . E  rd wh a t t h i s me a n t c a n pr o b ab l y b e

b e s t u nd er s t o o d by t r,o s e u n f or t una t e Ge r matz s ;  r o wer   f or c e d t o f i g   t t wo wo r l d

wa r s o n t wo f r o nt y ,
t h e l

.a s t , i n f a c t , o n a nu mbe r o f f r o n t s , t 'n an k s t o t h e

s h o r t s i  ;h t e dr. e s s a Z  d ar r o g a n c e o f Hi t l e r .

Now h av i ng a c h i e v e d a.n
i mp o r t a r.

t v i c t o ry ,   'r a r!c o r=a d t 1!E o pp o r t uni t y t o

bu i l d o n h i s i n i t i a l Qu c c e s s ;and t o Ta k e h i s p r epa r a t i on s f o r t h e u l t i ma t e

v i c t o r y .

'"1'r e Condor Le Ti on

^r,e rnemr e r s o7 t; ae v er ma n Conda r Le   i on had mwde a v a l ua ol F c ont r i but i on

t o   r:e Na t i o nr  l i s t v i c t ory . 'f he conv er s i on t o mode rn a.i r c . a f t mode l s , b egun
 

r i g ht a f t e r t h e bat t l e o    3r une t e ,
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wa s b eg i nni ng t o b ear f r u i t . r r orn th i s po i nt on , t he s t r ug g l e f or a i r su per i o r i t y

wa s c l e ar l y de c i d ed i n f av or of Fra nc o ' s ai.r f or c e s , whi c h had be en bui l t up wi t h

Ger man he l p , a_nd t h ey co nt i nue d t o mai nt ai n t he i r s upe r i or i t y t hr ought t he f i nal

victory which brought the Spanisn Civil iAar to an end. ,

General 5perrle's suecessor as comrnander of tne Condor Legion was General-

leutnant Helmuth Volkmann . General Volkmann was later killed in action during

t he c ampa i gn i n F canc e , dur i ng wh i ch he s er v e d as di v i s i on eommand er . 3 i s ch i e f

o f s t a f f i n Spai n wa s Li eut enar:t Co l one l Her mann Pl o cher . Bo t h men wer e s oon

gi v e n ampl e oppor t un i t y t o pro ve the ms e l ve s i n t he f i g   t i ng a t Ter ue l , Zar ag oz a ,

a.n
d the bend in the Ebro River, as well as in the preparations for the last of-

fensive against Catalonia .

By t h e t i me t h e conver s i on t o new rnode l s had be en co mpl e t ed , t he Condo r

Le g'i on ha d a t i t s di s po s a l t he mos t mode rn an d mo s t e f f e c t i v e e qu i pment whi eh

i t s home l and c ou l d pr o v i d e :

Th e bomber g ro up co nsi s t ed f   of f ou r s qua dro ns of II e - 111 ' s ; t he f i gh t er

gr ou p had t wc s qua dro ns of   e - 10 9 ' s and two of Ae- 51 ' s .

The aer i a l r ec onna i s s anc e s qua dr on had f our f l i gh t s o f Do- 17 ' s ( one f l i gh t

of longTrange reconnaissance aircraft and three flights of light bombers) and

one f l i ght o f He- 4 5 ' s .

The nav al ai r s quadr on , ba s e d at   ia l l or c a , was e qu i pped xi t h II e- 59 ' s , t he

nurnber of whi c h v ar i e d dur i ng tne co ur s e of o per at i o ns .

The a nt i a i r c ra f t ar t i l l e ry bat t er i e s wer e e qui pped a s f o l l ows : f i v e h eav y

bat t er i e s wi t h 88 mm gun s , t WO l i ght b at t er i e s wi th 20 min gun s , pl u s one pl at oon

of 37 mm gun s, one searchlight platoon, and one light column .

The signal coa munications battalion tgs composed of one radio company,

one t e l ephone c ompany , one ai r t r a f f i c c ont r ol c ompa ny , on e ai .r cr af t r epor t i ng

co mpan;  . One s i gna l eora nun i c at i ons   'r ou p wa s st at i one d e.
t Sal a aanc a , one a t

Sev i l l e , on e a t Bur go s , a nd one on t he i s l a i d ol' 1 Ial l or c a .

Ke i r. f or c emen t s f or t h e I t a l i an   i r Far c e
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oau s m o f t he Br une t e epi s o de ..

Tn di r ec t pr opor t i on t o t he ne ed of th e Reds t o l ook
   

.f or he l p t o t he i
.r  suppo r t erd abr o ad , t he de s i r e of t he s e auppor t  er s i ia  Londo n and

Par i a t o i d ent i f y t hems e 1ve s    rt t h t he 8 ed c au s e i n Spa i n wa e be aoo i ng l e s e and l e e s

e ag e  . They  rer e grad.
u a l l y aban doni ng t he l i ne t hs.t Hed Spai n r e pre s ent e d t he  

l eg al gov er nms nt of t he eount ry ,  rh i ah ough t t o b e def e nded ag ai n s t t he r ebe l s ,

  -
aad   rer e begi nni ng 'Lb l ook surr ept i t i ou s l y to   ay s t o ca11 'the i r change of hear t

. .   . .  
t o Fr anco ' s a t t er t i ou .     'hey  di s pat ch ed ob s er v er s   d ag ent s t o.

  pai a , Wh og  
. r ea 7. . -    

.
t a s k Ra s t o s annd   u t the s i 'L-a at i on and t o pr e par e t he gro und . -

_

.
But t h eae e f f or t s  c on aea l e d a neW dang er   rhi ch cou l d not be di s r ega r ded . f n  

Bur goe , pl ay i ng t  h e rol s of
.da s i nt e r es t ed and benevol ent obs er ver s , t he s e ageat s  :

-
.- . .

. u s ed ev ery channel at th+  i r .
di s poeal t o i mpl ant the i dea t hat i t Raa much be t t er  

, , , .

t o e t r i Ye f or a pea c ef u l  oo a d u s i on of t he war t hat t o co n   nu e i t ad i   .f i ni t um, -

s i r er e , af t e  al l , i t wa s i mpo s i ng gr eat s a cr i f i ce s on the aount r y . They gav e t o  .

u ,zi
der s t axid t }is t t he i r e  apl oy   r s wer e a®ar e of t he pol i t i c s,i a t mo s pher e i n Ya l enoi s

and 13a rae l ona and tha t a,n agr e ement Cou l d be r e ac he d i f Na t i o nal i s t l e ader s   t n Bur-=    -I

, . ,
g o s   ou l d on l y be s en s i b l e and 'f o l l o r t he go od a dv i c e of Par i.a ea d London .

They

,
h

,
i n t e d , €or ea ampl e , t k  '  . Ca t dl oni a , e i

.
t h i t s cap i t al of Bar c e l ox a ,   oul d Qer t ai n-

l y be   ri l l i ng t o abandon t ltie 8ed cau ee i f Franco woul d di r ect h  .s c oaii ng of   en si v e  
  : I

_ agai,nst   adr l d rat her th a a Qat al oni a ; i f he i nei s t ed on at i eki.ng t o hi e pl an t o .

. . .
' : 

a t   a.ck Ca t al on i a , t h e r e 's ul t wa s bou  t o b e a. s ha r p i nc r ®a s e i n r e ai s t anc e i n  

  . -

t ha t pr ov i ne e .
l  b  s they poi nt ed out th at t he f ar eas i er v i c t ory i n Madr i d   ouTd . .

. ,

be t   e shor t es t pat '  "to sooCe as and t o ul t i ma t e peace , rrh er eas au a  t aick oi    at a-
   

l oni a woul d be f ul l. ©  tl aage  be oau se i t  roul d be bou nd.
t o st i r up publ i c   p  n3ori

, . , _ , ,
and r e s i s t anae i n.   r̀a  oe . .  

,
.   ' -- -  

• For tunat e l y f or Nat i onal i st Spai n , a7.1 t he s e t nai m  t i ons f ai l ed i n t he i r pur -
.  

g o s e ., si nc e Nat i onal i e t l e .a  er s ha d   e  o  ni z e d t hat t hey had t o end f he erar v i  'th
  i

' nu i   .e v i at o i   tY e snbs e que nt p ea ce wa s t o   be a f i F  ax d
an i nde pendent arxl

. ge   "

l a s t i ng one . Thu e pre p airat i  .pn s f or t h e I a s t of f ens i v e cont i nue d   i t hou t i nt ®r -

.  u.pt i on , a3.t hougk  "the r e wa s   evme di s agr eeme a t a s tro  rhi dm  
     .

  - . -
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s ec t or of t he f r o nt ough t t o be s e l ec t e d f or t he l a st de c i s i v e bat t l e .

Wi t h out doubt , an o pe r at i on mov i ng al ong b o th banks o f t he Ebr o Ri v er f r om

t he Zar agoz a ar e a t owar d s Ca t al oni a and t he c oa s t of t he Medi t er r ane an o f f er ed t he

be s t pr o s pc o t s of mi l i t ar y s uc c e s s . Due t o t he s hi f t i n t he f oc al poi nt of mi l i -

t ar y ope r at i ons , Madr i d had l o s t i t s f o r me r s i gn i f i c a.nc e , and t he pr ev i ou s s l og an

t o t h e e f f ec t t ha t who ev e r po s s e s aed Madr i d   ra s bound to wi n t he Rar wa s no l ong er

heard. Instead, if the Nationalist$ could manage to cut off all communication be-

t we en Val enc i a an d Ba r c e l ona , t he t WO c ent e r s f ro m whi ch t he Reds co nduc t ed op er a-

t i on s , t h e v i c t ory rro ul d c l ear l y be t he i r s .
The mor e i mpor t ant of the t wo c i t i e s

wa s undoubt edl y Bar c e l ona , whi c h wa s not onl y t he i nt e l l a c tu a l and mor al c e nt er of

Red r e s i s t anc e , bu t a l s o - - t hanlcs t o Cat a l on i a ' s u nr e at r i c t e d co nt a ct wi t h Fra nc e ,

h er war i nduat r i e e and h ar we al t h - - a v i t a l s our ce of war ma t er i e l f or t h e Re  a . 

If the Nationaliats could succeed in capturing Catalonia, they would reduce the

numbe r o f Red- he l d s e apor t s t o guch a a na l l numb er t ha t the y Wou l d be abl e t o cu t

o f f i mpo r t s f r arn abr o ad ev en  ri t hout t he au t hor i t y t o s t o p neu t r a l ah i pa . And t h i s ,

i n t ur n , wou l d be s zf f i c i s nt t o br i n g t he Red op er a t i ons t o an end .

t e The TookThe De l i ber at i ons o f i,he Beds ar d he Mea eur s v

Th e Reda t hems el ve s ha d t o admi t t he l o gi c o f t he consi der a t i ons de t ai l ed abov e .

Th e br ea k i n ho s t i l i t i e a f ound t he m f ev er i sh l y a c t i v e . But th e moment the y f e l t

reassured in their ezpectation that Fra.nca intended to attack Catalonia, rumors

c ame t o t h e i r a t t ent i on t o t h e ef f e e t t ha t he wa s go i ng t o a t t ack t he   a.dr i d s e c t or

after all .
This uncertainty seriously disrupted their defense preparations at

Zaragoza and forced them to deploy their troops in such a xay that they could be

thrown into action at either Zasagoza or Madrid. This was th e reason for the con-

c ent ra t i on of s ueh a s   ong Red f or c e i n t he are a of Ter u e l . Ly i ng s out hwe s t of

Zar ag o z a a nd al mo s t due eas t of Madr i d , Te rue l re pr e aent e d t he me at i ng poi n t of

the two arms (i.e. Zaragoza and Madrid) of the Nationalist front. During'Decem er

1937 and Janus r y 1 938 , t he Reda ma.de a v i r t u e ou t of nee e as i t y and s t at i o ned t he i r

t r oops at Ter ue l t o me e t a Nat i one.l i e t at t ac k whi c h f ai l ed t o ma t er i a.l i z e , e i t her
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pr cw i d ed f or i t   f or c es wer e f a i r l     ma ke s hi_

f L. '  r e r e we r e no t r oops av ai l 2b l e

f or a 7ar c nr - s c a l e de C2pt i v e  nan e .;ve r on t  : c: Zar af70 z a, f r ont .
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seeking of'fensive wa.s
to be complete. The battle was to be in on 18 December .

On the evening of 16 December, Nationalists were suddenly confronted with

an entirely new situstion,
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f or the Ter ue l s e c t or .
 rhus , x i t h ou t f ur t he r ado , t he f a.t e of t he Nat i onal i s t

of f e ns i v e ag ai n s t Madr i d , s ch edu l e d f or 1  Dec ember , wa s dec i ded .
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The Italians released most of their artillery for employment at Tesuel. The Condor

Legi on , s t i l l c onv i nc ed t ha t th e be s t and mo s t ef f e ct i v e r e l i e f ac t i on f o r Ter uel

wa e t he ac c ompl i sh ment of t he c ont empl e.t ed at t ac k on lf adr i d , a s s i gne d on l y t wo heav y

ant i ai r cr af t ar t i l l ery ba t t e r i e s t o t he Ter ue l f r ont . By 17 Dec ember , hoRev e r , ev en

t he Conda r Leg i o n ha d to re si gn i t s e l f t o t he f ac t t hat t he i n i t i at i v e , at l ea s t f or

the moment, vras firmly in Red hands.

The pe s si mi s t i o mo od of t he Leg i o n st af f wa s i n t ens i f i e d by t he ev ent s of 17

De c ember . On the mor ni ng of the 1 7 t h , t he Leg i on ao mma nder or der ed an at t ac k on t he

Teruel area by a force of twenty-three He-111's of the bomber group. During their

appr o ach f l i gh t t he weat he r be e eme eo i mpo s si bl e t ha t t he f or ce had t o dev i at e t o

t h e sou t h , whe r e i t wa a c aught by Red f i gh t e r s and ant i a i rc r a f t ar t i l l er y .   'or a

pe r i od of aev er al hour s , s ev en ai r cr a f t wer e be l i eve d t o be mi s s i ng i n ac t i on , but

by ev eni ng a1 1 but ane had r epor t ed the i r po s i t i on . Some ha d l anded at Av i l a , s ame

a t Es c a l ona , an d so me at Ta l av er a . Al l i n a l l , i t ha.d be en a ha rd day f or t he

German bomb®r squadrons.

I n t he mean t i me , on t he pl a t e au nor t h of Ter u el - - i n def i ance of t h e wi nt ry

co l d and th e he av y anows - - a ba t t l e of at t r i t i on h ad be g a n , a ba t t l e i n whi ch bot h

s i de s c on s t ant l y commi t t e d new f or ce e , al t houg h t he s t ra.
t egi c v al ue of a v i ct ory a t

Ter u e l wa s neg l i g i b l e f or bot h . I t wa s a bat t l e wh i ch ma de i t s own r u.
l e s a s i t

Kent al vng , and t he aomma nd s t af f s on bo t h s i de s ha d no choi c e but t o f o l l ow. Fr om

day t o day , bo t h si de s a onc en t r at ed mor e an d mor e a r t i l l ery i n t h i s t i gYfl y l i mi t e d

ar e a and v i e d wi th on e ano the r i n f ur i ou s mi nor a s s au l t s .

For t he f i r s t t i me , t h e a i r un i t s we r e r e l e g a t e d t o t he b ac kground f or l ong er

per i oda dur i ng th e f i gh t i ng - - t he we at h er wa s t oo unf av or ab l e . The gr oun d we apons

wer e empl oy ed al l t he mor e i nt en sel y , t o a deg r e e whi oh s oon exc e eded t hat er p er -

ienced at Brunete. Some morninge it was as cold as 50 (F .
)
.

The heavy saow res-

t ri c t ed al most ev er y bat t al i on t o i t s o m st at i on , so t hat none   new what was hap-

pening to the others, but the fewer trovps there were on the battlefield, the more

embittered the fighting seemed to be. No attempt Ras made to change this. All
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s t a f : of t he s.n t i a i r c r af t   ,r t i l _e r   r c orr n a t d e r . i he b on be r   r ou p  a nd t h e a er i a i

r e conn ai s s an c e s qua,dr o n s r e rna i n ed a t t ne i r o l d s t a t i on s . Th e Le  i on s t a f f mov e d

t o t h e ba r r en mou n t a i n -  i ].d er r_e s s ot ' t he v i :L       o ; ' 3r on ch a l e s . I t s h e a dquar t er s

wa s s et u p i n t h e f a r m b-. 
i l di n b g o f La ?  ia  ; d s.l en d , r i  rh t on t h e b s,t t l e f i e l d , wh er e

Gen   ra l Var e l a a .
l so h a d ?  i s c o  a na n d p o s t .
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' r̀'hc a t t a ck of t h e t   ro cor ps wa : s e t f or 2y Dec ernb er , si nc e so me o f' t h e d i v i s i on s
 

h a d a l or  r x ay t o co me v i a t h e cu r v e of' t he f r on t ne a r Me.d r i c t o t h e nor t h ; t hr i r

mar ch wa s f  ar t h e r de l ave d by i n c l ement wea t he r .

Thu s t '  er c wa.s st i l l t i me f o r t h e Condor Leg i on t o c e l eb r a t e Chr i s t ma s i n t he

t r a d i t i on a l Ger :na n :nan n er , de   i t  : t h e su d d en c h an   e i n t .h a mi l i t a r y s i t u a t i on ,

x h i ch ga,v e t h e m ev e r y r e a s on t o b e d epr e s s ed a r.d a r  t i ou s . I t wa s t he i r s e c on d

Chr i s t ma s away f r o m h ome ; t he y we r e t o s-  end s t i l l a t h i r d i n Spa i n t e f or e t h ey

c ou l d r e t u i  t o Ger man ,y .

The o l oody b a t t l e of Ter u  a wern t on f or ne ar l y a mor.t h i n i t s t i   t l y r e s t r i s : -

ed a r ea   ri t h ou t br i n g i ng ab ou t a ny su b s t a n t i a l c, i an    e i n t he si t u a t i on . On 6 J an-

uary, to be sure, the garrison at Teruel, having held out bravely until then, was

f or c ed t o sur r end er .   'h e t empe r a t u r e dr o pp ed t o l o (F .
 

, vri t h sn ow and f o  . On 5

r eb r u ar y , t h e Red s ma d e an a t t emp t t o cu t of f t h e Ter u  :l c or r i d or , over r u n i n g ,Gen-

e r a l Yagu e ' s n ewl y- a r r i ve d   Ior oc c s r  c or p s i n a s ur pr i s e 3t t dc k . Up t o I 00 t on a of

b omb s wer a dr o p ped d a i l y , snd a s so on a s t h e wea t h er c i e a r e 3 a b i t t h e J er man s qu a -

dr o ti s c a r. r
i e d o at c ou n t l e s s s t r a f i ng a t t ac ks ; c av a l r y a t t a c k s , a;c compan i ed by

s h ou t i ng a nd d e a t h- d ef y i ng c our a ge , wer e c a r r i e d ou t by t he 1  o r occ a n t r oo p s i n t Zei r

co l or f u l u n i f or r 5 . One mu s t ad a i t t :2at n o t h i ng wa s i e f. t u n t r i ed i n an e f f or t t o

assure a Nationalist victory.

pn 7 F'e br u ar y t h e Reds : u d d e nl y wi t hdr ew f r o m t :  e en t i r e we s t e r n  oa nk of t h e

Al f a mbr a and a l so a ba ndon ed t h e i r po s i t i on s i n t h e 5i e r r a Pa l ome r a , l e av i i  pr i -

s on er s a nd co n s t r u ct i o n ma t e r i a l s be h i nd . On t h e s a.me d a y   h e Ger r  an f i g h t e r

un i t s b r ou   h t down t '  e l v e en emy a i r c r a f t ; 1j Li eu t en ar?t Ba l t h a s ar a l on e n r o u gh t

down f ou r yia r t i n bombe r s .

Th e a t t a c k a1 ong t he Al f ambr a ha d , h oweve r , a c c ocnpl i s h ed on e t h i ng - - i t ha d

Wi d en ed t h.e
Ter u e l c or r i dor s o m-l c h t  i a.t

i n f u t u r e t he r e Aa s n o mor e dan g er t ha t;

t h e r  ed t r o ops f i gh t i n g al on g  .h e ed gz s c ou l d ge t a r ou nd b eh i n d Fr a nc o ' s f or ce s .

I n t h e me a r t i me t h er e :  a.d b e en s ev   ' a l r:e a t e d d eb a t e s a s t c wha t oa   h t t o be

d on e nex t . On 9 Feb r u ar y , t h e Legi on c omrr  ld er c ame f or t h wi t h h i a f i r s t su g-
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g e s t i on , t o th e ef f e c t t h a t t he Na t i o n al i s t f or ce a , t he maj or i t y of Whi ch wer e al -

r eady i n the Ter ue l s e c t or or   u st nor th o f i t , be wi tY  dr awn f ur t her t a t he nor t h

and t hat t he e nt i r e Uadr i d of f ens i v e be abandoned i n f av or of r e sumi ng t he or i g i na l

pl an f or a.n of f en s i v e on bot h s i de s of t hc Ebr o t owar ds Ca t a l on i a . Si nc e he wa B

e,war e t ha t t he Na t i ona l i s t l e ader s wer e no t over l y ent hu s i a s t i c abou t the Cat a.l on-

i an a t t ac k , he pr opos ed t he,
t t h e ne w o f f ens i v e move s t ra i gti t th rou gh t owar d s t hQ

Medi t e r r ane an oo a s t s ou th of t he Ebr o de l t a, t hu s s e par at i ng Bar ae l ona and Va l enc i a.

The s ugg e s t e d pl .an was an at t empt t o expand t he si t ua t i on at Ter u e l , t a c t i c a l l y i n-

de f ens i b l e i n an y ca s e , i nt o a l ar g e- 8c al e s t r a t e g i c oper at i o n c apabl e of de c  
.
di ng

t he ou t co me of t he war . Th i s aug ge st i o n s h ou l d be k ept i n mi nd , fo r Rh en i t wa s

pu t i n t o ef f e c t l a t e r on i t wa s a co mpl e t e su c ce s s . At t ha t t i me , on 9 Febr u ar y ,

i t wa s di s appr ov ed by t he Nat i on al i st l e ader s , wh a cou l d s e e no th i ng but t h e r ui ns

o f Ter ue l b   f o r e th ®m.

Thu s , on 17 Febr u ar y , th e th i r d eo nc en t r a t ed a t t ac k on t he mount a i n f o r t r e s s

b eg an , suppor t ed by a l l t he Ge rma n ai r un i t a . The pl an c al l ed f or Gen er a l gr and.a
' a

e or ps t o c r o s s t he Al f ambr a di r ee t ].y nor t h e a s t o f t he c i t y , t o pro c e ed al ong t he

mount a i ns t o t he aou th ea st and s ou t h of Ter ue l , and t hen t o l aunch a f ro nt al a t t ac k

towards the rear . The German bomber sque.drona
dropped countless bombs over these

t ar g et s , a.nd di v e bombe r a Re r e e mpl oy ed f ar t he f ir st t i me . I n th e f a ce of he avy

ene my de f e ns e s , dur i ng th e af t e r no an t he a t t acki ng f or c e adv an c ed ao me 6 , 50 0 f ee t

an d mana g ed t o ge t ac r o s s th e Al f ambr a el os e t o t h e ei t y , onl y t o oome t o a s t and-

s t i l l at t he ed ;e of t h e mou nt e i n a. Ihir i ng t h e ni g ht the r e wer e new Nat i ona l i s t

a s s au l t s , me t by ene my oo unt e r a t t acks .

18 and 19 Feb r u,arY wer e marke d by a s t ubbo-r n at r ug gl e f o r t he c eme t er y of

Teru e l , l oc at ed on a hi l l nor th ea st o f t h e c i t y ; t he Ger man ai r uni t s al s o, par -

t i ci pa t ed . The bod i e s of th e d  t f a l l en mi ng l e d wi t h th e bon es of the de ad bur -

ied in the churchyard.

The c emet e ry ab.ang ed hande s eve r al t i me s . But whe n Gener al Ar a nda ' s c or ps

s t or med t he Man sue t o and Sa nt a Barba r a pe ak s , over l ooki ng t h.e c i t y f r om t ha
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southeast, an d pla.n
ted the unit flags there, the Reds began to give way . They aban-

don ed t he c emet e r y , now co v er ed f lro m ab ove and f r o m t he r e ar by Na t i ona l i s t t r o ops ,

and r e t r ea t ed t o t he r ui ns of t he c i t y . 19 Feb ru   y Wa s th e b l o odi e s t day of t he

bat t l e o f Teru e l and one of t he b l a odi e s t of th e ent i r e war . No t f or a s i ng l e mome nt

di d t he Ger man ant i ai r c ra f t ar t i l l er y f or ce s or t he ai r uni t s l e av e t he ba t t l e f i e l d

i n pea c e , but s ca t t er ed t he i r she l l s be f or e t he e ne my and ov e r t he amoki ng pe Ak s of

t h e mount a i ns . On t hi s day t he bat t a l i oa s o f Genwr a l Var e l a ' s c or p s cro s s ed t he

Guadal av i ar we st o f Ter ue l and mov e d f or war d , i n the mi d st of he avy ha nd- t o- hand

combat , t owar ds t he re ar of t he c i t y t a make c on t a c t wi th t h e bat t al i ons of Gener al

Aranda's corps.

On 20 Februar y t he pi nc er s c l os ed around t h e srnoki ng c i t y , and t he b i t t er s t r ug-

gl e f o r e a ch i ndi v i du al hou s e a nd e ac h i ndi v i du a l na r r ovr s t r e e t be gan . The Ger man

He- 51 s qu a t r ons had a di r e c t sh are i n t he   r e et f i gh t i ng wi t h t he i r bombs an d ma ch-

i ne- gun f i r e , wh i l e t he bomb er s qua dm n s at t ac ke d al ant; t he Red r et r ea t r ou t e t o

Sa  un t o and t h e f i gh t er s br ou gii t doWre s ev en mor e Ra t a s . The s t r uggl e f o r t he p l ai ns

ar ound t h e f or t i f i e d c i t y had a l r e ady b eg un i n t he s out h . The  Ior oc c an e av al ry x a s

s,l r e ady on i t s way doWn f ro rn t h e h i 11. of San t a Rar ba r a t owar d s t h e bur ni ng c i t y ,

whose ruined xalls were beginning to collapse.

Du t s t i l l t he de f e nd er s h e l d f i r na. Hi dden i n hous e s , c e l l ar s , and a l l ey - Ray s ,

they held out for another day , still_
hoping that th e Red counterattacks Rould suc,r

c e ed . Th e i r Wi 1 1 t o r e s i s t re  nai ne d unbro ken u nt i l t hey r e al i ze d t ha t the na i s e o f

t he ba t t l e wa s s ?  i f t i ng t owar d s t h e mount c.i ns i n th e sou t h , u n t i l t hey s a.w
t h e i n-

f ant ry of Gen er al Vare l a ' s c or ps co mi n  down t ne sl ope of' Mue l a de Ter ue l t o t he

Gu ada l av i e.r , and unt i l t h ey r ec o  ,m i z ed t he s ounds of t h e Mor o c c dn c av al ry i n t he i r

vicinity.

Ter u e l f e l l on t he ev en i ng of 21 Februar y . A t hou s a nd Red t r oops rrer e t aken

prisoner, an d this was only a small fraction of the number who nad lost their lives

i n t hi s f ur i ou s ba t t l e . The bod i e s of t :  e d es d wer e pi l e d up a l ong t h e r o ad l e ad-

i r  t o t he c emet er y t a th e t o rn and i n ev er y c or ne r of t he t own i t s e l f .
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The s e l a s t t h r e e days wer e a dr eadf u l bl ow t o t he Red f or ce s   a b l ov  f r om

whi ch t hey ne v er r ecove r ed . The Li s t er and Cat  pe s i no br i g ade s wer e ne ar l y d ec i -

mat e d . ThP f o r c e s Whi cb rna na ge d t o e s c ape ac r o s s t he mount a i ns t o Sagunt o and

Valencia had completely lost their striking power. They arrived exhausted and

frightened and spread ne r terror in the ranks of their comrades, who were being

sent out by the truckload .
to build a new barrier a,aa

inst ihe liberators.

Nationalist ieaders 't .d never intended to make any strategic use of the vic-

tory at Teruel. They were still undecided as to whether they should return to the

pl an f o r an at t ac k on   la dr i d o r s e ek t h e f i na l dec i s i on at s o me o t_he r po i nt . The

v i c t or i ou s t r oo ps - - t he t hr ee 'oe s t and s tr on  e s t c orps of th e Na t i ona l i s t ar my

had bFe n c ommi t t ed a t Te rue l - -  ar ge nt l y ne eded a r e s t pe r i od i n whi c h to r e cov e r

f r o m t he f i gh t i n  arid t o make u p t he i r l o s s e s , wh i ch ha d be en he av y .

Ter u e l ha d bee n 3ve ng ed , a nd t l -e honor of Nat i o na l i s t SFa i n re s t or ed .
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XII. The Thrust to the Mediterranea.n
(24 Februar.y

1938 - 10 February 1934)
16

,
The Operations ae Fax as the  bro (See the map in Appendiz 7 

4n 24 Febra ar y 1 9 38 , t hr e e day s af t e r t he c ap t ur e of Ter u e l , Gen er al Fr a nc o
.

informed the 5paniah corps commanders, their chiefs of staff, and the Ttalian and

Ger ma.n c or.  na nder a of h i s de c i s i on t o gi v e up t he o f f ens i v e i n t he Madr i d ar e a and

to begin, instead, an offensive to be carried out from the area between Teruel and

Zar ag oz a and t o be di r ec t e d at t he bQedi t err ane an c oa s t ne ar Tor t o s a .

By d i n t of t he f u l l u t i l i z at i on of a 11 av ai l ab l e me ans of t r anspor t , t he f or ce s

whi ch wer e t o co mpri s e t he nor t h er n army und er t he c ornman d o f Gener al Dav i l a wer e

assembled in record time.

The Ca s t i l l a Cor ps , und er t h e co mman d of Gener al Var e l a , t ook ov er t he a s -

s au l t s ec t or nor th of Teru e l a l ong t he Sl f ambr a a s f ar a s Per al e s . I t s mi s s i on

pa s t o t i e dov n t he ene my , t he r eby sh i e l di ng t h e adv anc i ng a t t a ck of t he ar my on

t he s ou t hern f l ank .

16 - Section XIi of the present Chapter is based an the following sources:

Wer ner Beume l bur g , The St r u    l e f o r Spa i n Th e St ory o f t he Conda r Le  i on ,

Gerhard Stalling Verlagsbuchha.n
dlung , Oldenburg Berlin (Karlsruhe Docu-

ment Collection)

Dagob er t vo n I1 i.ku s ch , Fra nco Li ber a t e s Spa i n ,   iegwe i s er Ver l ag , Ber l i n

(Karlgruhe Document Collection)

Colonel a.D. Freiherr von Beust, Contribution to the present study, Parts

A and B (Karlsruhe Document Collection).
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. ; ., ! iL: : 'J  : . :  ., . -   - -'

f   t  
. .

  : 
.
: ± •:'   : C: . .

` ' , •f ,   } t b
_

'a I '   ' t l ix ;
. .

r: -.r :>, O   1
_

r :   0 : r l
_.

C  . 1:: :
..

n ; 'l i ` i i   c t !  -'
, !_C  _ . 1 21,..

}1l 1 . '     
. -

;; l a r?t i t  :;

Ci ; " ' ', \ j : i +r ' :i l
.

  l
_

l, ;i r. , _ ( ?: i
.
L t L J   i       . _ .  . C i;.

t  '
.

! i t   : :   r : '.;
  1

.
  ?   l l +i. ; tr  l o•  =.: ._  a.:.

i   ; _i c::  __o _  ;-   ,. ,.. , .. . . .

l 4' 1,   i ._ •'J i -
 1 !̀ !

_
:   :  t

. .
   •- ' l

.
 

.
i l •J t : " .

-
  l i l '

 
t  

_
  ` ' 1,      .i r L '; -

' (1

:  i •   _t , r   J : r;,:. -   , r ; ;; t h :, ..  
{   . c t i t- -      : ,: .

('c  .' t•w-, Yl ::  .  r ,. .

;   .. , t• r i    . '   ' " - i r e .
 _   ' „ y  ;! Zrr l; t  ,   1 a '.,   r

: t   ;; .  1  ; ?   ., . :. ,-. ,.T•
t i   i   v r - _ ;i r  ;, _ _,. - ,.

i ' :   ' b 0 ill :1 •: ?'    I ! : ] :i i -'
_ £ "il t

_
-f ' : ; i

-
j :  

l ?
-

'   J : 1Q O Z' i C:   l O ri F  ;   ., O •! : ?h            „ - p ^ ,   r 1 1 : 1 '
_
'. 5 .

2 ' :  2 1°.    B.V r

J . -

1 •r I '   a f   1 '.=, ,:, 'J :   '_' ' :1 ..
  1 C;1.

_ l  y ;  ' 'l f.:   t : t  ? r ` ? ,'!? C!' "   t     .ri l t 1-OJ1S i1r1Q
. n   i    i   •c r u f t =_

t i a   r _.   _ ` 

,  `   r     Y. .  ii ' i?    "J    T ; . . : G'   l V '-' b " !; l „ I ' .  . .
: V i_l

n l "+  : I :i f:  1  
i .'

: : .
  ?

.
1 ' a t - .

  1 = " ' t '

7   i.'   f
.. .

' 'l   L '_  _  Il   . t i .:    C: '  .  
i : l. _ _ . . .

. +   , . ,. •t'   J I • ' ?  r ' :  si   '. _. L i ' 8 . ; . ;?1L17: 1 L : .
^ '.

1 a ' 1
.

J  
-   '' -̀ -

;,   i t i
. n t v r n i' '   !•=' --    i r   .

i .   i
-+ 

1     t _ . . ._    :,   1,. .,  ,•: r

•  • , '- :   r   i::• r =i t .-   n     t :'   i c;
_
i t e

-:-   t ,  r .'
i 'u F l ir:c t  ; =,1c. ;  `' f rl  °:. i -1   . :. a    :  •-  ' .v o t- . . - . ._- -

  __  

 • '    ;  - ' •  •l  .t i: :; : i f   1C: 1  ̀ j t 0 '=i   0 =       -  t , :,r, ;._, ,-,. r.r
i

__., •:r  : . J t'__r . *  _
1.
:. : c . -   . v   :    .. _

    :'  

7 V l ' r t
•
.' i '-. ,

 . r :_, r   1 a
.

:?
.

r1   ? .
' v_r: = l

_      
  _ - ,

". ' . . '. l
i  

- -
'
u

   
. • . . :r

,,
1 ' ' i c   :   

•_. T'i C :, :La t
:' 1 •_

a   "  
 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

  t   ,
 

_ 121
 

, . 
and t hu a xer e abl e t o conc er n th emse lve s f a .r l y excl us i vel y x i t h at r af i ng at ta cks  

ehe ad o f t he Na t i o na l i s t i nf ant ry . I n ex empl ar y c;oor di na t i on   l th t he ope ra t i:o ne

of th e I yOt h D3.vi a3.on, t he f i gh t er f or c es sm.aoth ed the v ay f ar the l at t er , vhi ch

wer e the f i r at t r oopa t a succ e ed i n the 'br eakt hr ough .

By 1 00.0 hour s  the i nf an t r y at t a ck s wa s We l l und er Tay a t a l l poi nt s .   'he 1   Ot h

Di v i si on , hav i.n,g c apt ur e d t he h i l l po s i t i ons ne ar   g ui l oa , adv sLnaed i nex or ab l y ov er  

t he mou nt a i ns of t h e Ent r edi cho r s ng e and t ook t he hi ghi ay at a poi n
t ne ar Be l:eh i t e .

  c compani e d by t he Ge   uan t ang s of t b e Dr one Gr oup , i t s bat t ak i o ne qui ek l y ma et er s d

t he h i l l s on t h e o t her s i d
.e  of Vi l l anuev a de l a Hu erv a , ov er r an t he Red po s i t i ang ,

s e i i e'd t he s s t a t e s o f l  i ent e t o do s , and mov e d on a1 ong t he r o ad t o   el ch i t e be t a ®en

t he   n t r edi cho and s i e  rs a Gor da r en g'e
8

• The d i v i si o na oper a t i ng t on ar ds t he nor t h

s l ox ed dor n t empor ar i l y - i n or d  er t o l e t th e br e sk t hrough at Be l ch i t s t ake ef f i  c t . '
 

• .  

The o t her cor ps , t ocr,   re r e suc c e as f u l i n t he i r f i .r at at t ack e . The l s t Di v i s i on

. of t he Ngv arr e Cor p a had or oe s ed t h e Si err a HerYer a r a ng e . Gene r a l Ber t i ' s I t a l -

ian Qorps had suaoeeded in taking all the enemy positions in its path and h4d driven

a   wedg e i nt o e nemy t er r i t ory . .
The .

G
.a

  f ai a Cor p a wa s eng ag ed i n h e a ry f i gh t i ing

nor t h o f Pe r a l e s , on t he  ra,y' t o ri on t a l ban .

gt daxn on 10 Marah, the Condor Legion began to prepare for the eapanai.on of

t he br e ak t hr ough a c t 3on i n t o i he pl an ned ope aa t i on .   'il l av ai l abl e ,
He- 111 ' s , Do- i ?   s ,

e,n
d He- 51 ' s wer e commi t t e d ag a.i n st t he enemy ai r f i e l ds , and   s i nc e t he y s ue c e eded i n

. s urpr i s i ng t h e ene my on t he gr ound , t h e damag e t hey c as s   d  ra e c onai der ab l e . The

.

bomber eu d di v e bomb er uhi t a c ar r i e d pu t a aer i e a of at t ac ks on t he r ai l way f ac i l -

i t i e e i n hvi cer e,, as wel l a s on t he t c rtna of Hi j a r ,   z ai l a,, and Eac at r on ( on t h e

Ebr ®)
, Wher e t he i r bom6 s Re  ' e di r e c te  d s g afi n s t enemy r e s er 4 e t r oog s bei  ag br ovtght

. _
v  t o t he s cene of bat   l e . The vi l l age   Bel ch i t e , t he cen tr   ]. poi nt of t hB

P

f i gh t i   e t t hi.s
t 3 ae ,

wa s a l ao subj e c t e d t o !  eav y t ombar dmen t .  

  'he Ge rman  ant i a i r c raf t ar t i l l e ry bat t ar i e a , t oo , u e r e i n t he t h   .ok of t h e

f i   h t .     t a t i one d  a l ong t h e f r o nt l i n e , t he y conc en t r a t ed wi .t h gr a at s ua c e s ® on

  t h e Red 3.n
f 4nt r y mov i n  a l on g t he hi ghway t o Bs l ch i t e and i n t h e.

Bel ah i t e ar e a .   ;
 

._ .
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The German batteries diacovered an eztremely active aed antiaircraft artillery bat-•

t er l oc at e d t o t he ea s t of th e v i l l ag e and pl a s t er ed i t wi t h pa rder - t r ai n f u s e sY

' r o s t s . Wh en t he l  a t i onal i s t a i nv e s t i a- iun t i  . t h e gun cr eRS s i mp l y ab andone d th e i p B

ted the sitc the negt day, they found the  uns destroyed; it had 'oeen a heavy bat-

t er 3r, manned by Fr ®nch s o l d i.e r s .
i

  t noon t he Reds hur r i edl y brou ght up t he i n t er na t i o na l br i g ade a a s r ei n f or c ®-

ment a ; t h sy we r e de c 3.mat ed by t h e 5t h Di vi s i on and i t s ac cornpa ri y i ng t ark s . By .,

t hi s t i me t he 1 50t h Di v i si on , s uppor t e d by t he s t r af i ng at ta ck s by  t h e g e- 51 ' e ,

had taken the village of Azuara and was on ite way to Letur . llong the Ebro, too,

t he f r ont wa s i n mot i vn ; ]  edi a and Pueb l a de l l bor t on Wer e a l r e ad
,y

i n Nat i ona l i s t

h ands .

Dur i ng t he af t er noon the he at edl y di sput e d vi l l age of Bel ah3.t e   ae c apt ure d

by Germaa and 3pani sh t ank uni t s movi n g i n f rom t he rear , whi l e t he f i r s t t r oopa

of t he t h Di v i a3on ent er ed t he vi l l age f rom th e we st .5

11 March

Whi l e t h e fl y i ng un i t s of th e Condor Leg i on were do i ng t he i r be s t t o pr ev ent

t h e de f e a t ed enem;  f or ce s f ro m r e a s Bembl i ng i n th e r ear ar e a , t he ll ea r o qu i Cor ps

c apt ur e d t h e ent i r e ar e a bet Re en t h e  Ebr o Ri v er and t he  ri l l a be of Lec er a .

The Italian Corps, eith its strong artillery and tank forcee, managed .
to

r e a ch t he Mar t i n Ri v er , wh i ch t hey f o l l c  red a s f ar a s Ol i e t e . _

The Gal i c i a Co rps ha d gai ne d gr ound i n i t s adv anc e t o Mont al bavn.

12 March
 

dn 1 2 Mar ch , Gener s l Yague , Commandi r g Gener al of th e Mar r o qu i C®r p s , ®ade

an i mpor t ant d®c i s i on . At 07 00 hvur   he aent h i s f l ank di v i s i on i nt o t he a t t aak ,

and l oa ded t he ma j or i .t  t of th e 5t h Di v i si on i n t o t r u cks v h i ch had be en br aught up

du ri r  t he ni gh t aad di s pat c hed i t t o Az a i l a ,

.
.
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i   ì . .

1
.
r
.,

 
_ L.. . . ..

  / i "
. •

1 ' L . 
+
, .  .

i?
. . ._

l
• L . : l, 'J .. - _ .

ti  . .
!  

.,
l     . . . ,   '

.
  `    .

f     i.
i

. J;, . . .  7. ,,r •. , ', ! ' ;?;J f•c;   r7 '̀ .
;
.
  ' ! : : !=-,  j   : .., .

: ' i ;   : ,  J .
t ;   . r ; C : .

  I '  • =  ,1 ( I .  "
` 1 C ;'i • ..

1":: i: {: cl C   'a   .
L   .

t }   y+

)<
  l <i t/  :    '

-. .-    ..
    '

-
    '

. . ._ . : i  
.

: !
,.. .  . ,

i '
_
-  

.
l )

,_. ,
i
,

  ;
.
'  ;

., . • . .
1

. . _ , l  
..

C'  .
L

 ._
.   . . .   . . .. ; • ', i

t
'_

' l .L , Y

t  ! > L1,,__z'. I: ' .J . _.'   ,.r  :•

i     n '_ . .l
Y: _J

 
-

  . ..
I ' ;     1 •

  '
_ - . . J ?

.
1

.
l
•
! ! _ i   ..-

 
. .

: .
? :   '

_ .
' .  _

i: : '
.. . ,

_  
i .. . .

+: '
_"_

v i  I
 

1 .   i: 1' . .
7

t    
  -  ; l i

,   ,
 
•i .

      . . : ..., .      L
  .

: C
_. , 

1    ) 11   .
j : l _ ' I '

.
l

.
i ! 'l. 7; r l ,  

   ' 1 :  Y
. i :   '   •1

.
`1 

.   . . . _. _ . -

.
t l

_
J

. '   ' C  
.

  ' ;  l : _
j
. :    . ., .  

'
_
 

.:. _ • : l  7 f
/ =l

_. '. i
_

L ,,  . i .. - . ' ,
  ! Z

. .
' !

..
  i : ) ' : 1   i '    :r . . .. . . . . . . : <  '_ .

.
. 'J   ' : 1  

. :' J r

1; - 17 ; .:  : ' ca

l   ; ;J _. ._ : . ,
i
• -. , . .,

t ' i _' T' : ' ., :J ' ._ ...'  T ! . . 11 7 C1 '.
    ' _ .I

t
. " '

. . _
t   ::  

_:rs
 l

/J ,   1 
. • Y1 .7 .1

.
1 I . t:

. _ . ,
? '

. . . .
' t ` i 1

 
1
. . -

'  
. . .

l
, _ : i : ' : C

./
i

_i , . . . .
v i

. , ._:
    .

i
.
l   a

. . .
: ) %

. . . .
:

. . _ .
.  

. . '
!  ! v

.. . .
' I U

. .
i
.
l  

.
  :

...
1

.  _: Ci l.
l -

a .
I -r .  t;: . !z . --- -. . - - - r _=.

i
.,

t
.  r: ., .

_}1'. c . !:   L _ ',   '   r _..   `
. . .. -; . . .

?
.  ic _ _ .. -

1
- ---'      1   r._.

..:i   zt  )  -r, ;  !• . .,  !  ;t,  L. ., ,; ,  ,. r t '  s U u r . _
:   ': .    t : t   ;    _ _1 -  :,  : t  i ' !' ,  ,   .

: -) _  .
t i : :  -

.

1  1 :, 
;

. ' .- „ . -
 

.   7'  1.
1:_ .-  i ' ' 1 p : . ,

i ' ! • . .
  ' . I' . .  C  '- .

  ' J '   j•; : Li •u 0   t : • L, _
  ; 1 J!, , l t  : " '>,"-

4 ' .   ) t
,      •    . . . . _  _.

    .
 
.  ; ; e; . _. r ,; .

i:  
, ,  -     s '-?' ).. _

-I •     ii f,   , i t   : t
._: r  , . •r: o   >' o r :

r 

 . r ,c    ;  p :' ,    _ f` i ,
 

.; ;i l ' ' . . '.U - 1-   r,
 
, .

V
...

J ' . .. . _ . . .. .   _ . . . . ..
I
_ a .

  ?: 1     i     _
C' C:. _

' i 1
. .

`
. .  

t
- .-. .

L
• -

  `
.
L   :

-
 1 ' )

.
l

.
l   L   L _ _.

Ll L
. . _

1
. 

1 '
-   l   ^ ) ! ` : '

. . . .
  1

. _ . . . . . . '.S - . ... _..
(:; .

l
. . . .  .

  `   `
  i . _ _ ai 7 '-• .C' J  ' ' r - • : '. ! ` t '   . ' 1

. .
f
. . _ . . '  • i J : t l - r , C) C

i i ' ; i i
. .

L  
1

• i     ?
•

 
l

 
) l

. .
i l   i

.
: i

, ,
iJ

. . _ . _ .
  '

. _
. . .

: l "
.  

:   -
• i

: l .
1 1 . .

  t : •     u
 

.
i

.  
 

r  i ' 1
  ,   .

.
    j .

.

1
 
.
1 [ 1 !

..
i

.
J . r : .

r
. . . .. . .

  '
_ . . .

t
l

.
 
•

'r ' ! !
..

; •  
.  

: . .
i ' I

.
l . .- .   . .

 
-

f     i
.

  i
. . _

1
. 7 . . ,

:     .   . ,. . . . - . -

^   •  y, L` Fi  ' ' 1 : _
1; ,J   ' ,? r! '.J ( '   :.i _ . . J . . . . 

l ; : '_
!t~ :: c? i : L ' _ .

'
.
. C)  _' 7

'
.
;
, :  

.: ..
' -' .

 J : 1
, 1 •"

.
17 r

C:   .
  1 1

.
i Z  

.   . . . . . . _

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

. • '    
124

g t i t s b i gg e st d i p , t hi s newl y e st ab l i s hed f   i t l i ne pro j e c t e d mor e t han s i x t y

mi l e s i n t a enemy t er r i t ory .

Th e Ov e ra t i ons f r om t he Ebr o 8 i ve r t o t h e Coa_s
t

The pl ans fo r th e c on t i nua t i on of th e of f en si v e t o t rie co a s t anv i s i oned t he

following:

Wi t h t h e he l p of a l ar ge- s ca l e of f ensi v e by the nor t he r n ar my , mov i ng i a a

f r ont so me 8 20 f ee t ari de , a f or c e co mpr i s i ng e i gh t army cor ps  ra s t o br e ak t hr ough

the enemy front between Teruel and the Pyrenees and , in one or more battles, to

de s t r oy t he f r ont on i t e way t o the co ast .

Nat i ona l i st l e ade r a  rea'e awar e of t he f ac t t h a t t he x ed e had t he ma j or 3 t y of

their forces concentrated between Alcaniz and Caspe, ready to do everything poisible

t o pr ev ent a Na t i ona l i st brea kt hro ugh t o t he s ea and a di v i s i on of the f r ont . Thu s

t h e no r t h er n a.rm<y wa s t o a t t a ak f i r s t , be t we en th e Ebr o and t h e Pyr ene e s , i n or der

t o d i v er t t h e Bn eIDy t o th a t ex e a and t o achi eve a d i s s i pat i o n of t he e3  emy r e s er v e s .

Onc e th 3.a oper at i on   ra s und er way , mot  i ng f ro m Hu e s c a v i a Ba,r ba s t r o t owar d s t he

Seg r s a s e c t or be t we en Ler i da , Be l aguer , an d Tr ampo (Tr emp )
, t h e s out h er n army ,

ah i ch i n t he me a.nt i  ae wou l d have r e a che d th e Guada l upe s eat or ne ar Al c or i s a , Al c ani z ,

and Ca s pe , . a s t o adv anc e on Mor e l l a an:i Gande s a and t o pu sh vn 'to the c oa s t be t   re en

Castellon and Tortosa.

Dmr i ng th e f i r $t pha s e of th e af f e nei v e , a t ot al of s ev ent y - f i v e mi l e a h ad t o

be aov er ed , i n di f f i c i  l t moun t ai nou s t e r r ai n . The r e wer e v er y f e   r oad s whi e h

c ou l d be u s ed . The v al l ey of th e Hbr o , wi t h i t s hu ndr ed s of Wi ndi ng l o ops , mad®

ope r a t i ons mor e d.i
f f i cul t r a.t he r t ha.n

f a c i l i t a t i ng t he m. The ent i r e r e g i on wa s

barren, hot, and dry. Only along the Boast itaelf had Nature been Iavish with her

gi f t s - - t he i nde s er i b a.b l e beaut y of t he l ands c age and th e del i c i ou a e oo l ne $s o f

the air.

The I av'arre Corps (General Solchaga}, the  ragon Corps (General Moscardo},

a,nd t he l  ar r o qu i Cor ps ( Gener al Yag ue ) wer e de pl oy ed i n r e adi ne s 9 f or t h e a t t a ak

nor t h of th e E br o .
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 nemy resistance was extraordinasily obstinate, snd the Gertnan aircraft hnd to

shoot the x?ds out of eve.ry
inch of t:  ir trenches.

T:ne   r a g on Cor ps ma n age d t o   a i n a f ew Lr ou s a nd y ar d s , bu t i t wa s n o t s u e c e s s -

f u 1 i n i t s a t t em  t t o r eac h t h e hi g hway be t -As  en Hu.e s c a 3n d Ba r b s.s
t r o .

Du:r i n   ; t h e n i g};t of 22  23 I  ar ch , t I'  e h:a.r r oqui Cor p a beg an i t s adv an c e f r o m t i e

hJ'b r o l i n e b e t we r n Ca s p A a.n
d   ,u

i nt o . The 1
_
3t 1; Di v i s i on ma n a   'ed t o e s t ab l i s h a

br i d g ;he a.d n ear t  u i n t o a nd t o er e c t a pon t o on b r i d  ;e ov er wh i ch t h e e n t i r e d i v i s i on

c r o s s ed Y,i  e r i v er .

2 l  a r ch

On 24   Iar ch t h e Nav a r r e Cor p s , f i gh t i n g ag ai.n s   a s t r on g an d c ou r s.geou s ene my ,

wa s u nab l e t o ma.k e a i y be t t e r pr o g r e s 9 t h a n on t r.e d a y be f or e .

I n t h e a r e a a s s i g n e d t o t h e   r a g o n Go r p s , h ow ev e r , t h e e n e my b e  ; a n t o g i v e wa y

a n d r e t r P a t e d   f i  ; h t i n g , s o me f i f t e en s.r.
d o n e - h a l f mi l e s t ow a r d s t h e e a s t . By ev e 

n i n g t h e : r e a k t h r o u   h o n t h i s s ec t o r c ou l d 'o e r e ga r d e d a s a c c o mp l i s :n e d .
`
.
L'h e Ger :nan

b o mb e r s qu a d r o n s h s,
d c o n t r i b u t  : d a g o o d d e a l t o t r e Na t i o n s .

i i s t v i c t o r y . On c e a g a i n

i t wa s p r a v e d t i  a t i i ah t i n   ; i n t h e mou n t a i n s i s s t r e nu o u s a n d t i rne - c o n su mi u g , wh i l e

o n Lr a t i o n s i n e v e n t e r a a i n c a n b e g o t i. e n u nd c r wa y mor e r a p i d l y a n d mo r e e a s i l y .

Ca n s e y ue nt l y , t i: e nor t r: e r n a r r;iy co ;: man d d e c i ded t o sh i i t t h c poi n t o f mai n

ef f'o r t of t he biar r o ql  i Co r p s , wrii ch h ad br ou   ht a l l i t s d i v i s i o n s a c r os s t h e Eb r o

and wa s f i gYi t i n   ; on t h e o t  :-  e r si d e of i h e   Ion e   r o s r s.  :;:e t o wi n a c c e s s t o t h e

.

Za r a go za - Ler i da h i gh way .
l hi s d e c i s i o n

 
  n or ed t  -  e l a c t uh a t a n en t i r e en emy d i -

v i s i on , u n awar e of t ne s i Lu r t i or. , wa s s t ;,.n
d i nF; b y t r e t h e Si e r r a d.e Al cu b i e r r e on

t h e wi n   s of t h e Cor p s .

T h e Re d a i r f o r c e s , s t i l l a s s emb l ec3. a n t h   o t h e r s i d e o i   l c an i z an d Ca s p e

i n e x p e c t a t i on o f a i 1a t i o n a l i s t a t t e,c
k i n fi h e s o _z

t h , n ow mov e d t h e i r u n i t s t o t h e

n o r t h a n d wer e g i v i n g t h E IVla r r o qu i Co r a s a g o o d d e a l
. of t r o   ih l

.e . Th e Co n d o r Le   i on

i r.̂.me d i a t e l y r e qu e 5t e d pe r t n
i s s i o n t o t a.k e t h i s a z'e a u n d    r i t s p r o t e c t i o r; .
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2 March.

On 25 11la r ch t h e Nav a r r e Cor p s f i n al l y f c r c ed t h e en emy t o be gi n a r e t r e a t f r o m

Hu e s c a t owar d s Ba r b a s t r o , and t h e t own of Hu e s c a wa s t a.U:en .

En s c on c ed i n t he ch ur ch s t e epl e of t h e t ewn , t h e s t a f f ot' t h e Condor Leg i o n

wa t c . ed d ev el opme n t s on t h e b a t t l_e f i e l d b el ow. Af t er t h ey h ad on c e b e gun t o g i v e

way , t h e Re d s wi t hd r ew s o r ap i d l y t h a t t he a i: t i a i r c r a f t ar t i l l e r y ba t t e r i
.e s wer e

h ar d l y ab l e t o ch a n ve poa i t i on c;-ai ck l y en ou   h t o f o l l ow t h e m. Dur i n.  t h e a f t e r no on

a nd cw e n i n g t he !ser man 8 8 mm   . .n s wer e t he on l
,y on e s s t i l l ab l e t o f i r e a t t h e Red

r e t r e a.t co l u mn s wi t ti dr awi n   ; on b o t h s i d e s o f t h.e r o ad t o Bar b a s t r o .

The Ar a gon Cor p s co n t i nu e d_
i t s r ap i d a dv an c e and wa s a l r e a dy on i t s way ov er

t h e S  pr r e. d e Al bu b i er r e r an g e .

The lYia .r r o qu i Cor p s ma na g ed t o r e ac h bu j a r a l o z , and t h e hi   iway t o Fr a g;a Wa s

firmly in its hands.

On t h i s d ay th e Ga l i c  .a
Cor p s an d Gen er al Bc, r t i ' s I t a l i a n Cor p s a l s   b eg a ii

t h e i r o f f en s i v e a n t h e s ou t h er n s ec t or o f t h e f r on t . Bo t h Co r p s su c c e ed e d i n

cr o s s i :  g t he Gu a d a l ope Ri v er ne a r kl c an i z an d t o t h p sou t h ne a r Al cor i s a arnd i n

p en e t r a t i n g f a r i nt o .w.n e tny t e r r i t or y .

On t r e o t h er si d e ot ' Ca s p e , t h e Pr.e my wa.s
h o l d i n  ou t d e s p er a t el y   e f o r e t h e

Navarre Divis on.

  ' he b ombor s qua d r e n s of t h e Con dor Leg i on , a f t e r co mp l e t i n g t h ai r pa r t of t r:e

b r e ak t h r ou gh oper at i on , e a r r i e d ou t a t t a c i  s on t t_ : Red h i nt e r l a n d a s f a r a s t he

Segr e Ri v er , wh i l E  t he f i t ht e r u n i t s wer Q su c c e :  s f u l i n t h    i r s t r u g   l e wi t h t h e

Red a i r f o r c e s .  ̀'h e an t i a i r c r a f t ar t i l l e r y b a t t e .r
i e s , s h i f t i n   t he i r po s i t i on s

r a pi d l y , s up po r t e d t h e   r o und ope .r a t i o n y wi t h gr e a t su c c e s s . Cn t h i s p ar t i cu l a r
its

day t he s i gn a 7. co mmu n i c at i on s b a t t a l i on cii d a n e sp e c i a l l y   oo d j ob i n ke e p i n g t   Ya

adv Rn c e t r oo p s r i  E;h t u p a t t h e f r on t l i n e s .

26 a n d 27 h ar ch

On 26 Mar ch t h e Ar a gon a_nd i  av a r r e Co r p s f ou gh t t h ei r wa.y t o t h e t h  r t y - Ei gh t

mi l e wi d e s e c t   r o f t   e Al c a.na dr e P.i v e r wn d ev e n pu sh ed b ey or.d i t .
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Ca s t i l l a an d Ga l i c i s Cor F s , wa s t o l au n c ,_ an a.  t r  c l: f r c m t h e c ur v e i n  ,n c: f r on t wh i ch

l ed f r om Ter u e l v i a hson t a l b € .n an d Ǹor t l l a t o St . tQa t e o ab ai.n st t h e Sa  3u n t o - Seg or be

l i n e . k s s oo n a s t hw  -r o;  p ha d b e en r ea s s emb l e d i n t h e l a t t e r a r e a , i t wa s t o mov c

f or wa r d a   a i n s t Val en c i a . Onc e Va _l e nc i a w   s i n I Ta t i o na l i et han d s ,   'r an c o h op ed t Fza t

I ia d r i d , c at o f f f r om i t s l a s t c har ,ne l o f co r̂  ru n i c a t i on wi t h t r e ou t s i d e wor l d , wou l d

f a 11 i n t o .hi s ha n d s a s wp l l .

The op er a t i on s ag a7
.n st Va l e nc i a t ook t he en t i r e s pr i ng of 1 9 38 and  no s t of t h e

su mmer - -- u n t i l mi d- J l  l y . Shor t ]
_y

b ef or e t h e f i nF..
l dec i s i on wd s r eac h e:d , t n e,y

had

t o b e b r o Ken of f . .

'I'he a t t a c k , wi i ch b e ga n on 2 1 Apr i J
. wi t r t h e f u l l s  app or t of t h e Condor Leg i on ,

en c ou n t er ed s t u bbor n ene my r e s i s t an c e du r i n  t he v e r ;  f i r s t day . Some of t h i s r e-

:  i s Lxn c  :  wa s uf f er ed b y : rip Red f i   t e r 'un i t s , w'ru c h wnr E  commi t t Pd f r om t h e i r ba s e s

i n Ca t a l on i.a .

'1 h e C  n d o r Le r  i on ha d t r a n s f e r r e d a l 1 i t s f i t  h t er.
f o r c e s t o t h e La.

Ce n i a a i r -

f i e l d , i n     : A Vl
.c

l :l i t
,y o  ' Vi n a r o z b e t we e n t h <.  c o a s t d l r a n g e a n d t h e s e a . F r o m t h i s

l o c a t i o n , f    e y c ou .
l d b e e mp l o y e d a   a i n s t +h c: Ca t a l o n i a    f r o n t a e we l l a s a   a i n s t

Va l e n c i a .
T h e b o mb e r s  a a a d r o r  s r e ms i n e d a t Za r a g o z a   n  i La Ce n i a .

Th e a_n
t i a i r c r a f t

a r t i l l e r y b a t t e r i e s w   r e e mr l o y e d a l o n     h    e.s •  a u l t f ro n t , a p a r t f r o m t h o s e u n i t s

a s s i   n e d t o c o v :=r +. '̂ e Le   ;i on a i r f i e l d s a t ? ar d.g o z a a n r La Ce ti i
. a . '̀' h e Le   i o n s t a f f

e s t a b l i s h e d i t s h e d d q u a r t e r s i n   en i c a r l o , o n t   lr  141e d i t a r r a n e a.n c o a s t .

0:  2  Ai  r i l t h e nla t i o na.
l i 9t a r : y c o:n:nan d d ep l oy ed t h e f a rnou s l s t Nav a r r e   i v i -

s i on , r e i n f or c ed b y t an k s , be t we en t he Ca st i l l a Cor p s and t he Ga l i c i a Cor p s i n or d er

t o   i v e t he o f f e n .  i v  a a d aed wei   t .

I n a s er i e s of d i f f i c u l t , b l oody , a n d t i  Le- c on s umi n  ' b a t t l e s , t he   a t i on a l i s t

f or e e s   .d s u cc e ed ed by t h e end of May i n b r   a  : l n 4 down t h E  cr_emy f r on t a l on   t h e

cu r v e b e t we en Ter u e l a.nd St .   ia t eo a nd i n r e ac h i n  La    e b l a de Vr  l v ed er e , PLor a d e

Ru b i e l o s , Mo s   u e r u e l a , a n d Ra na s a l . 'J e r y l i t t l e pr o gr e s s h a d b e    n mad e a,l on  ' t h °

c o a s t .

Du r i.n g t hi s n   r i od t b e Con do r Le  i on wa s f  c ed wi t    a n ex t r emel y d i f f i cu l t
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mi as i on . In vi ew of th e t ense pol i t i c al s i t uat i on i n centr al E  ar ope , t he su,ppl p

ahi pment s of new ai r cr af t f rom Ge ri nany rrer e very unr el i abl e . And t he at rong$r t he

presaure on Yalencia beceme, the more air unita the Reds transferred from Cataloaia.

Since the Legion did not have enough.of the neW, fast Ye-109'a, the ancisnt He-51's,

f ar i nf er i or t o t he Red Cur t i s s and 8st a f i   t e r s , suf f er ed heavy l o ss es . The Bed

 
ant i   i .r ar af t mrt i l l er  r f or ce s , t o o , we r e a f a ct or t o c ont e nd wi t h dur i ng t he oc c a s 3on-

 

al large-$cale bombardment attack s.

Th e mount ai n r ange s o f 3i e 'r r a de Es par ra gue r a and 5i er ra de San Cri s t ob al r e -

presented insuperable obstaoles to the weary Nationalist troops. 4n 2 June, the

Red s , hav i ng r e gr oupe d t h e i r f or ee a de s p i t e t h e d i f f i cu l t i e s c au ae d by r e pe at ed  

  a t t ,aak e on t he gr ound and f r o® t he ai r , f i nal l y beg an t o gi v e ' ay on t he co a s t and

i n t he v i c i n i t y of l l bo c a c er and vrl th d
.  e® t o e s oa pe t h e t hr e a t ened ou t f l ank i ng by

t h e c ent er f or c e s o f t he at t acki ng ,gr oup . The ATat i onal i s t s s t i l l had  hope s   of out -

ting off at least t ro aed divisiona north of Castellon, but their attack -- aarried

ellon -- soon came to a staac stillout f r om t he c ent er aga i ns t t h e ar ea be hi nd Ca st ,
. •

  i n t h e mount ai ns . The di v i si on s al ong t h e co a st , t aki ng adv ant ag a of t he i r su oc e s s

s o f ar , be g an t o pu s h ah ead . Ne v er t he l es a , an a s s au l t aol v.mn f ro m t he Ge,I i c i a Cor p s ,

whi ch 1&v,nc hed an a t t ac k 3u s t s e s t o f Ca s t e l l on , wa s unab l e t o a chi ev e a br e akt hr ou gh .

,
Fi n a l l y , on 1 5   une , a f t e r he avy f i gh t i ng and a f t e r t he 4t h Nav ar r d Di   i s 3a   

had t aken A1ma ZOr a and Yi l   ar ee l ( bot h l y i ng el ong t he hi ghWay t o Sag u it o , but f u r .

t h er f or  rar d t han Ca s t e l l on   ,   h e bre akthr ough zn to t he ci t y s ue c e eded . Ger man t anks

(unde r t h e c ommand of Cdl oDe l v on 1'homa }
, t oge t h er wi t h t r o ops f r om t he Gal i ©i a

C©rp , moved into Castellon.
But on the oth er side of the aity , near Nulea, ths

f r oa t c ame t o an end , f e.ve d   b y t h® s ea and by t he ffi ount ai.n s of t he S3 er r a de Es pad  a

Teng g ,
  he Qa s t i l l a Cor p s s nd t he 3d Nav ar r e Di v i si on ( r e i nf or c ed t o oorp s s t r e h$ t h  

i n t he mean t i me ) e ar r i e d t h e i r a t t ack as f ar a s t he Mi j a r e e a nd 8 e co Ri v er s . The  i

territorial gai. as  sre impressive, but the final ob ectives of the operati©n, Se- i

I  

  e ha.nds .gorb e and Sagunto, Were still in en my
 

De s pi   e t h e a l l - ou t e f f or is o f t he Condor Le g i on , t he Red s i r f or ce s wer e be-
,
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. , _, .  _, , - . :
. _ ._ . . :      - •      

. ..
a omi ng mor e an d mor e e f f e c   i v e

. Th   y .wer e suppor t e d b i mpor t s f aca m Fr anc e .   'h$ .. Y

Condo r Le gi on ' a ehor t ag e of Me- 1 0 9 '   .
  a e mor e a nd mor e pe.i nf u l l y  f e l t .  

Tt c atne a s a 8h o ck t o 3pan i s h mi l i   ar y 1 ead   cs when t hey 1®ar n ed f r-om t h
-e

 r e=
-.. 

por t e o f Ge rms n ae r i a], .r e oo nna:k  s-anoe wmi t s and o f Spari i sh e epi ona ga a$ ent s . t   a t   t  

l ea s t s i x s t r c rig 8 ed d3
. 

i ai on  ba d
,
  e en i den t i f i ed i n t h® a.r e t of Tor-

t oea ( on;.
  ha  

.

e a s t s   n bank vf t he 1
.o

  s F oovr s e o f t he Ebr o )
. Th e ac cw QUl at i on oP br i dg e- b }i  i di

:ng .
. , • v

iaa t er i aYa a  d t he i rr o r e e e e
.
 .n s uppl y a d '  i v i t y f r om Bar c e l ona m  de i   p1  ;3.n   ba  ̀ t h e

.

Red s   rer e g l ann i ng an of f ea s   .r .e o f s ome   ki nd . -  
.

,   h̀ e   ornman der s b f t he nor t   e rn a  m  i gnor ed t ha s e re par t s i a t h e beg i 3on 3
,ng . On

-: . •
. .

B Ju l y
,

t hey,
or der ed t   e exre r get i c confia.n aa t i o s of the a   t a ck on Yal enc  i a . Th    t r oops ,

•, '

wer e t 'o or o s d t h s.
  eru   l   3agunt o -l i zi a   s;ri d t hen o ar ry ou t a thr us t t ox e.r d e t h   i nt e r -

'; i or , pa s t t h '  ai t   i t s e l f , eo t t  .a
t th e y aaul d   ome u p up on i t f r om b ehi nd . A Mex

aor p s ( t he  Tuaci a 
) ha d be en f ormed f or t h i s oper a t i on ; i t  ra s a s s i gned t o t h e aut er mo st

, r i gh t rr3.ng of th e , 
at ta ck f o  ce , ne ar Bar r ac a s . Gen  r al Ber t i ' s I t al   a.rl

Go  pa, _wh i ch

-.   - - -

.
had be8  br ough t up i n th e   iea at i me ,  the Cor ps und er Yal i no ( t h  1;s t B4v ar r e •]  .v i ei on  ,; 

  . _ _

r, aad t he Cae t i l l a Co rp s   ©i z e d t he at t aak .
  h e Ga l i c i a Car ps  ra s t o p t .e

h r f g     on
.-  

, . ,  
t hr ou ,g  t o t h   oo a s t an  1 et d t h e a ss au ].t oz  Ya l en c i a . Wt t h t h e ea ce pt i fl  i o.

F   be',. . .
r   ar r   qui , .

  a iai re , ar    r agon .
Corps , te he ent 3s e nor th er n e,rmy  ras i  o  , agdemb  ed f dr  

, . . .

t t he at t ack a  e.  ngt Yal enci a,. . -
i,  -   , .  Qn 13 Ju l y t he a t t t ck . a a l aunah   d f rom t he r i gb t wi ng . The f i r s t pb as e , c   i ed
 
 .   -    

ou t by t h e
.
  .'ur i a Cor pe an  

..
th e Tt al i a    Gar pa ,   mada f a i r l y g oo d pr    g r e$ s : On t he ,

c e n- .
a     .  •

t e r   e c t o   ; •
t h e 'Ya l i n o Co x p a , ,

s ii pp o r t e d b y t h e Co ndo r .
Le g i o n , r a n i nt o   r ou   l e 3 

   _ •
• . . 

.
f our,

©o s t l y
,

a  i
.
u  s e l e e   at t ack s ' i n th   m̀oun   ai n s o f t he Si es r a de EepQdatn  r a a  e . .,

Th  .
_ .   , .   .

G i  o a 4io B
.
o   r a t   .  g a,l .

or g t h e ao a et near Nul BS, made ri o px o g  es s ? rh at s v e    r .  al       P .    . • -

The .
contma nde r

.
of t he Condo r heg i on s t $   e e t   sl t h at t he Ya l i a o Cor p e sh o  ].

d be :,r e i n -  
. '

, . ..
I  f or aed wf t h

.
aar.t .

i l l er y and t hei  .e mpl oye d aga i n s t Segorbe , i n or der t a  , 
hi ev e _,   i br eak  

t hr augh  i rr th e c ent er .
But t he sa gg es t i on qra e no t a c c ept e d , i na smuelti s s •3p  i eh l ead-

,   .. _. • _ ..  . _ . 
  er.$ •h©ped t a : be ab l e t o :cvtt of f a Lar ge nucaber of enemy f o coe e by m. at  s df '  ti   a t t aek

    . .

  e aTd• 
s '   he 3ar r i on-   'i 4 er h i g,he ay • .   .

_ :

_ _
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    d  

Th ey had al s o succ e eded i n e st ab l i s hi ng a b ri dg ehe ad nor t h of t ne br e ak t ?  r ough ar e a ,

betWeen Fa,yon and Me uinenza.

Up on r ece i pt o f t 9  e r  ews o f t he Re d b r e ak t '~:r a u gh , J enc r a l l eu t na,nt Vo l krnar:n , t he

co mma,n
der o f tne Con3or Le   ;i on , went i mmedi a t e l y f ro m hi s he adquar t er s a t Ben i car l o

t o Ca s pe t o v i s i t Gene r e.l Ya   .:e , c omrna nder o f t h e lRar roq_u
i Cor ps . Gene r al Vo l kmann

of f er e d Gener al Yaa ue t r o f u l l su p por t of t he C  ndor Legi on , and h i s of f er wa s gr a t e-

fully accepted.

Gene r al Fr an c o ord er e d t hat f i v   di v i s i on s , t o o e r e l e as ed f rom t he nor t h er n

s ec t or ne ar Fr ag a , t he s out h er n s e ct or ne ar Ca s t e l l on , f ro m Ter ue l , f rom t he Ma dr i d

ar e a , and f ro m Andal u s i a , be di s   a t che d t o t he b r e ak t h r ou gh f r o n t wi t hout de l
.ay .

The l oc ics of t he power pl a nts on t.h e Seg r e wer e open ed , i n or der t o swe ep aRay t he

fvotbridges established bx t13e Reds at the a  bend in the Ebro.

The s erv i c e s of t ne ent is e   a t i ona l i s t ai r f o r c e , wi th a  l i t s Ger man , I t a l i an ,

and Span i s h un i t s , wer e empl oye d i n an a t t empt t o br j
_ng t he e ne my adv anc e t o a s t and-

still and to destroy the br dges and ferries over tre L'bro. At 1240 ho irs, the Ger-

man uni t s b egan t h ei r f i r st mi s s i on s , s Ar i ous l y hampe r ed b
,y ene my ant i ai r cr a f t

ar t i l l er ,y
f i r e , bu t pr o t e c t e d el'f e c t i ve l y by t he Ge r :nszi f i gh t e r ai r craf t . Dur i ng

t he af t e r noon t;r e I t a l i an a nd Spo.ni sh un i t s a l s o ,
j o i ne d t he at t a ck ; by t h i s t i me

t he Ger ma n bombe r s wer e al r e ady f l y i ng t he i r s e c o nd and t hi r d mi s s i ona ag a i n s t en emy

t r o op co nc ent r a t i on s i n t h e br e ak t hr ou gh are a , r_e ar Fl i x , I  or a de Ebro , Be ni f a l l e t ,

Ginestar, and Finell. Apparently the enemy had not rechoned with such a rapid and

ef f ec t i v e c ount e r at t ack f ro m the ai r , f a r t he r e we re onl y a f ew Red s i r un i t s i n

operation at the Ebro bend.

I t x a s a mat t e r o f da  •s be f or e t h e Na t i ona l i s t di v i s i on s cou l d ar r i v e on t he

scene of action . During 26, 27, and 28 Jul •, it was still up to the Nationalist

air forces alone to try to smother the enerny assault. The international brigadea

tri d repeatedly to capture the town of Gandesa, but were deterred each time by

the barrage of bombs and airborr.e armament fir.e.
Gandesa remained in Nationalist

hands.
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ed by an i nev i t ab l e per i od o f compl et e ex'

ere so seriou s that they were n°  follow

w t he f i gh t i ng Sr adual -

e in a similar situa•tion .
9s a result,

hau s t i on .
Th e Red s wer

  l y b egan t o sub s   .
de . me ans of

e an at t empt t o r e l i ev e t hE   br o be nd by

On   0 g e pt emb er th e Reds mad

e   f r on t i n t h e ar e a of Seg orb e and

t.
tack in the south , along the Mediterran

an a i   a i r un i t s and t o a

t   i n t e r vent i on o f t he I t al i a n &  SPan

Sarrion .
Thanks to

' si on , howev e r , t he f ro nt c ou l d be s t a-

  ,t  et aarried out by an Italian dlvl

 ovnt nstorms continued
for

Th en i t beg e 'i t o r a.i-n , and t he r a i

bilized in only two days '

t en daYB• t 1 eader s abando ne d t he or i -

. t a new de c i s i on wa s made .
Nat i ona l i s

  t t h i s pol n
t he bre akth r ou gh Poi nt ,

l l ed f or an at t a ck a t th e a ent er of

g 3,na 1 Pl e.n , wh i ch had c a
ai nt a f m$ i n e f f or t

collapse of the wings.
Instead, the P

in order to brin$ about the

,  r ds t he ar e a cov er e d by t he Mae Bt r az g o

s hi f t ed t o t he r i ght wi ng + i n ot h er

was now

Cor ps b e t we en Che r t a and Gand e s a '

and reinforce
d by S®venty astillery

r s wa s s t r engt h ened t o f i v e di v i si on s

The Co p
antiairora

ft artillery

i b er a ) , t wo gT OUPs o f t ank s , t he Ger man

__
bat t e r i.e s ( of al l c al

e av ai l abl e ai r   l t a Wer e a s s embl e d

d t h e Luc ht   t i l l er y Gro u P •
  1 t h

tinitg  a" d the two Spanish air brigade .

an '   `

on, the Italian Aviezong
Leg onaria, •  E

t h e Con dox' Ze   t h e i r di s po s al i n

t  ,4 er  rt h i ng t h e Nat i o na l i s t s had at

uet abou ed
'1  ,s r e pr e e ent e d  

1 had t o b e a c c
, .

s i r wi t h dr avral f r om o t h er f r o nt s s i mp y

_ _
   

forces, and th ,
way of ai r - } 

.
ev i l •   t 3  >

.ae a necessarY the sector in q .  

t ot al o f Sev en di v i s i on a s t at i o ned on

The Re ds   d a
  e

i n r e a di ne s s ac r o s $ t   r i v  ''

the were holding  

u s t hr e e br i g ade $ whi ch 3    o hol d '  i s
pl th e i r de t e rmi a at i on   

ubb or n a s t he Na t i o na l i s t $ i n
n af t he

Heds weTe 3u   a s at `  si o

a st a ct i n g poi nt f or t he e 

theY Presumab
lY needed as ; 

seotor, which
  mply as the

c om l e t e l y   @l e s e t o t h 

i t wou l d h av e be   P •' l t acr o s s t he

br e alst hr rn x$h ac t i on ; t he i r a s s au

de f en s e act i on .
 ̀ h eY had pe.i

d f or

costlY siae with 3  
 Q0 men ,

f oc al PO1nt ° f a
t he ot h er

t ab l i s hment of t he i r br i dge he ads on

Ebr o apd t he e$
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a nd t r ey wer e f i r ml y de t e r mi n ed n ot t o ab an don t h e bar r en r i d g e s of t h e Cab a l l o and

Pando l e r an g e u nd er a ny ci r cums t an c e s .

Thus, on 31 October 1938, the most costly battle of the entire Spanish Civil

War b eg an .

Wh i l e t h e co n t i nu ou s b omb a r d mznt a t t a ck s of t h e   n t i r e Na t i o na l i s t a i r f or c e

cov er ed t h e Cab a l l o an d Pan do l e r ange s   ri t r a c l ou d o f s mok e , a n d t h e Sp an i sh ar -

tillery -- together with ths heavy antiaircraft artillery of the Condor Legion and

t h e Lu ch t Ar t i l l e r y Gr ou p - - oper at i n g f r o m t h e ar ea a  oun d Gan d e s a and Cor dob a , f i r ed

t h e i r s a l v o s d i r e c t l.y b ef or e t h e a t t acki n g i n f a   t r y , t h e ba t t a l i on a of t h e l at Nav ar r e

Di v i s i on ma d e t ?: e i r way , s t e p b y s t ep , u p t h e nor t h e r n s l op e s an d r e ac h ed t h e pe a k .

The interngtior al brigades on the Sierra de Pandole began to give way and withdrew,

s t i l l f i gh t i n g, t o t h e v i l l a g e of Pi n e l l and t o t h e ba nk of t h e   br o .

The Na t i one.l i s t a t t a c k ca me t o a 9t an d s t i l l s omP t h ou s and y a r d s f r o c  t h e r i v er ,

bu t wa s co n t i nu e d on t h e f o l l owi n g 3ay . 'Nh i l E t r,e Red s c l u r.g s t u bb or n l y t o t h e

e a s t e r n a nd so u t h e r n s l o pe s of t he Si e r r a d e Ca.b a l l o , t h e b a t t a l i cn s of t h e 4t h Na -

v ar r e Di v i s i on a dv an c ed a s f ar a s Pi n e l l a nd c a p t u r e d t he v i l l a g e . Th er e Wer e a

f ew Red ba t t a l
.
i on s h o l di n g ou t s ou t h of Pi n e l l , bu t th e s e we r e cu t o f f f r om t h e rna i n

force and were captured by 9 Novernber .

Gene r a l Vi gon n ow or d e  i t he j wo d i v i s i on s t o f a.n ou t t owar d s t h e n or t hwe s t

an d t o adv a n c e on th e h i gh ws,y co zule c t i r    a  dex   z  s i    a    zaa  tz   am  sk  a   or a de

Eb r o and Ven t a de Ca  ap o s  .n a .

Th e Na t i ona l i st a i r un i t s d r oppe d h eav, ,T
 bomb l oa d s ove r t h e br i d  ;e s b ei.n g u s ed

by t h e Red s i n th ei r he a d l ong r e t r c a t . The Ger rnan an t i s i r c r a f t ar t i l l e r y b a t t er i e s

and t h e Lu ch t 1?r t i l l e r y Gr r_ra p k e pt t r e r oa.d s u nd e r c on 3t an t f i r e .

Ge r ma n a r d a pan i sh t a nk u n i t s wer e :nov i ng a n ead t o t h e Na t i on 3l i s t i n f a nt r y

t r oop s t o s mov t h t h e ws.y
f or t he m.

The Red s a ad e s ev er a l d e s pe r s.t e ef f or t s t o s t a   e a coun t 2r a t t a ck , bu t wi t liou t

su c c e s a . By 7 Nov s mbe r t hc Na t i o n al i s t s vrer e i n p o ss e s s i on nf t h e en t i r e h i ghway

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

       13  - a
 

be t we en Mo r a and Vent a , and T.he l aril t af t he   b r o be t we en Che r t a and Mor a wa s f i r rn-

l y i n t tse :zands of t he :  at i o r.al i s t d i v i s i ons .

On 5 Nov er  b er , a l l av ai. l ab l e bomb er un i t s o f t i:e Spon i
.s

h ,
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  3g _ a
s     

 _ 
The Li be r a t i on of Cat al on i a ( Se e t he maps i n Appendi c e s 7 , y , an d 10 )

The prob l em of whe t he r t o cout i nue t h e op e r a t i ony de s i gne d t o l i be r a t e t he pr o-

vincc of Catalor_
ia or to carry out a decision-seeking attack on Madrid was decided

i n f av or
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i40

 
 

of an ;i mme di at e at t ack i n Cat al oni a . T} er e wer e t xo f act or a s tr ongl y i n f avor of
-

,
   

-t hi s dec i s i on : I n t he f i r st pl a c e , t he Cat al on i an ope r at i on e ou l d be l aunched wi '  h

ou t euy de l a r, s i nc e t h e n e c e s s ar y for ce s Rer e al re ady a s s embl ed i n nor t he a s t ern

Spaf n , a nd i n the aec ond p l a c e , t he f r e edom of raov eme nt of t he 8 ed f ar c®s  ra s g r av e l y

r e s t r .i c t e d by t  ie f ac t  t ha t d l ar ge p ar t of t he :lr t r oops Wer e c r ox ded t og et h er 3.n t h e

nar r ow ar e a be t vreen t he Ebr o and th e Pyi ene e s , and t hat t he i r suppl f e e now had t o

eome primarily from southern France, sinee the groWing effecti4enes.e of the Condor

Le gi on nav ai ai r aqua dr on and of t he Ha t i o nal i s t nav al f or c e a made o c e   .n t r s rr  s por t
,

.t a o ha z as dou s -.
The a ed   ppl;y .

l i n es t o F'ra nce , of cou r s e , wou l d be ea s i l y cu t of f

by a
.

  a t i ona,l i s t v i c t or y ove r Ca t a l oa i a . Las t l y , pd i t i cal con s i der a t i ons a l s o pl ay-

ed a r ol e i n t h e de ai s i on - - Bar c e l ona Wa s t he i n t e l l e c t ual and po l i t 3c   .1 c en t er of
.

t   Q a ed mov eme nt , and t he dang er of Cat a l oni an e epar a t i sm ( a  mov em ent rrh i ch had a 
.-

Wa, rs be e n sur r ept i t i ou s l y s uppor t e d by Fr an ce ) ha,d
t o be

 
el i mi nat ed bef or e i t cou l d

flame u  again .

  Ori 26 No rember 1 938 , Gen er a l Fr aa co s e t 10 Ds c embe r a s t he b®gi nni ng of t h e o f -

  f ens i v e agai  as t Cat al on i a . Oz l y f our t ee a day s r e mai ne d f or t he r ®gr oupi ng an d r e-

r ti n of the troo s -- a v ehort time indeed.aupe. a o p   Y

Th e nor t he rn army wa s di v i ded i n   o t R.o a.r m r   ;rou ps , t he nor t h em one und er Ger -

  eral Davila and t?  southern one (the Zevant® Army), between Cast®llon aud Teruel,

u nder Gene r a l O cga s . The nar t he r n gs oup c on s i s t ed o f f i ve Spani sh arm,y cor p s pf

t h  ee di v i s i ons ea ch pl u s t he I t a l i a n. Cvr ps wi t h f our di v i    i ons .

,  
The ob   e c t i qe s and m5.s s i on s o f t h e i adi v i du a l c vr ps x er e a s f ol l oe s :

  The Yarroqui Corps, asaigned to the Ebro bend between Tor'tosa end Mequiuenza,

 
  x a s t o 9t aa  d by unt   .l

t he at t a ck on bo t h ai d es of Ler i da h ad s uc c e s af u l l y go t t e n

,.
under  ray and th®n to ar©ss the Ebro and aut off th® enemy forcea in the Tortasa

v an e a l o the co ae t t o Tar r agona and c apt ur e th i s c i t y .t a t o ad carea. It xas he  
,  
 
- The payar re Cor ps and the I t al i an Cor ps x er e t o f orm t he mai n asa  aa.l t gr oup ,  
 
I carrying out their att.ac

k south of LeTida, on both gides of Seros. Z'he txo Corpa

-
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•

wer e t o uni   a t t h e b r i dg ehe a.d i n Ser o a and t o adv an c e f ro m t he r e i n a t i g ht l y conc en-

trated group to tak e the pa,sses neax I ontbla.nch and valls, leading down into the Ca-

talonian plain. The 9ragon Corps, stationed be  reen Lerida and Balaguer, was to

fight a delayine action at first and then to join the advan ce of.
the neighboring as-

sault group.

The N'.a e s t r a zg o Cor ps and t h   n ewl y e s t ab l i sh ed Ur ge 1 Cor ps f or med t he nor t he rn

a s s au l t gr oup of t h e nor t her n ar my gr o up . T=  ey v e r e t o adv a.nc e be t we en Bal ague r and

Tremp, encircling Artesa de Segre, and then to fan out towards the southeast for an

a s s au l t on Cer v er a , c al cul a t ed t o br i n  a bou t  ':7 e ca l a
.a r.s e of t !- e Red f r ont l i ne .

Lat er t be t wn Cor ps wer e t o move on t o l   a l  .as.da and 1 lanr e s a and , c o nt i nu a l l y ou t -

f l anki ng t h e en    my t o t h e n or t h , we r p   o dr i v e h i rn b a ck t o Ba r c e l onr  .

I n pr ac t i c e , t o b e sur e , a number af f un d a ment r  l change s had t o b e made i n t he

ope r a t i ona l pl an s de t ai l e d ab ove .

The &'ii s s i on s g s s i   ,•ne d t o t h e Ai r   ni t 9

The Cond or Leg i on , now ( i . e . af t e r co ncl us i on of t he ope ra t i ons at t ? :e Ebr o

bend) under t he co  : :na nd of Gener al ma j or Fr e i h e r r v o n Ri ch t h ot'en , wi t 'n Li eu t e na nt

Co l
.one l ( GSC) Se i demann a s cr i e f of st a f f ,   ra s r e que s t ed t o d i s t r i bu t e i t s un i t s

e qual l y b Pt we en t he 1  ar r oqu i Cor p g , a t t h e b end o f t h e   br o , ar?d t he 1Jav arr e Cor ps ,

at t he br i dg ehe ad of Ser o s .

Th e I t a l i a n a i r uni t s  re r e t o suppor t t he o pe r a t i ons of t h e i r own Cor ps .

The Snan i s h ai r un i t s We_r e d i s t r i b . t e d among t he Ar ag on , l Ia e s t r azgo , and Ur g e l

Corps.

Al l t hr e e gr oup;  wer e t o c ar ry ou t co nc ent r at ed at t a cks o n e ne my t r o op a s s embl y

po i nt s , ai r f e i l ds , s i gna l c  mmuni cat i ons c ent e r a , hi ghway j unc t ur e s , and s e apor t s

t WO day s b e f or e t he b eg i nni ng o f' t h e at t ac k . Dur i ng t he a t t e c k i t s e l f , t hey Wer e t o

support the operations of the divisions as usual.

bt this time the Nationalist air units were composed of 98 aireraft of the Con-

do r Le g i on , 1 34 aE' t h e I t al i a n Leg i or. , and 1  6 o f t he Sp an i sh br i ; ade s . The numbe r
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, I
r

o f f i gh t e r  .  i r•c r a l 't wa s   .bou t t l:  s a ,Tc a s t ne nu m   e r av a i.
l ,a b l e t o t.h ?   e d s , wh e r e a s

t  ; e   1t ]
.OIl ? 1 i s    : n .i t s h a d f ar rn or c• b ombe .r s   .

fi. t.he i r d i s r  s s a 7
. t haa n ±h e Reds . De s p i t e

1.h e n u me r i c a.
l 3Ll  i P.1" ! o r i t y oi ' t h e Iys ,

t
.
i on al i s t a ; r f•o r c e s , t  : e v a r i e t ;  o f a l r c r a f t ma a e l s

s .n
d t  i e t h r c e ` o 7

.
d c t,  r,  !a n d a ;-F a .r a t u 5  n   s t   e a c k n o ml e d l  d e.s

d i s a,
d v d rit a   ;e s .

:̀
.
'h e b omb e r   r ou r  of t %!c Conda r Le   -i    n CG!n  fr i s ed f o?•t

,y 
H   - 1 11 ' s , t n   d i J e- b omb er

f l i gh t t hr e e J u - :37 ' s , t :•e f i   h t :ar   .r ouf f or t v - f i v e Lic - l  Cy ' s a  . a on4  s ;iu   .dr o~L a f :it  -

51 ' s , t :  p r e cc r na i s ;=a nc e s cu  .dr on f i v e i  o- 1;' ' s a nd   i -re i-ir -    5 ' s , and t ii e n s.v   .l a i r

s qu a dr on on   :y l l or c   . e i   ,
h t He- ;  9 ' s .

'i ' h e Le g i a n ' s a n t i a i r c r a f t a r t i   l e r y s t i l l c o r?s i s t e d o fi i v e h e  l v f a n d t wo 1 i   ;n t

t  a t t e r i e s .

Th e s i gn a l c    i .mun i c a t i r  n s b d 'tt a l i   n •x:  s a l s o un c 7.a n  e d .

y Th e Fan z er Cr ou t  Dr on e , w? t n i t s f or ws.r
d a s : au l t p ;r t   ' , •wa s s t an d i nF: b ;r f or a c -

t i or!, a s  wa s t h e Lu c '  t t r t i l l e r ,,  Cr ou n .

Th e s c i oo l s s e t u    'f o r t ' !e LTi31I1121  o f t : e S  an i s yi  :r ray ( a.t To l e do ,   v i l a , Parr.-

pl on rz , Gr an ad a ,  r:i r a nd r  , u   ,n
Ko nu e , an d S a r i a j wer e ,- t i 1 7

- ex t r e rr.   l ;  bu sy .

I n s   i t e c f ` ; c-  . e av y 1o .,s *  s i t h ad su f t c r ed du r i n;- : t he op er a t i on s a   t h e r7b r o

b en d , t h e Hed a i r f or ce w  .s s t i 1 1 e s t i m3 t c  d a t t en s c; _ a
dr o n s of Cu r t i s s a n d x a t a

a d o z en
f i gh t e r s . I t h a,d

l  os t a I l b zt ab au t   b omb e r s , howeve r . l  f t er a.
f ew u r: su c c   s s ?ul

1o  +- l ev e l r  t t e c :: .  on t Y!p Gc ?'.  !an a i r r i e l d a   La Cer  i a , t he li ed f i  -; r t e r s be   an t o h oi d

b a ck . nt> :a r en t l
,_ 

t r e y we r e s av i n  r t }  oi r s t r en  ,
t h i   r t h e f i na l st r u  ; f l e •

Ev a l u a   i Ci; o f t }le e ,n e !r y rrr o Un  :i f o r c c s , t    .Se d On a    r i a 1 r    COC1Tla   s   a   1Ce r e   o r t s

a n d o n t r e s t a t e me n t , a {'    r i s o r     r 5 :   1d d e s e r t e r s ,  - a v e t :=e f o l l owi n   n i c t u r    :

Fou r e n e  r.y d i v i s :i on s we r F, s t at i one d a t t h e  rwu t i  of t he    br o r ea,r Tor t o s a an d

h ay on , e i gh t d.
i v i s i on s b e t we er. Faf on a lvi Tr emp, a n d t %;r e t  d i v i :ri on s b e t we en Tr emp

a nd t hf     r en e e s ; an o t her f i v e d iv i si ons wer e br  i r   -    l d i n r e s e r v e b e t we e tz Ii r t e s a

d e Se   r e and Ce r   e r a .
Tr: as t h e d    f e nd e r s : !ad   ,

t a t 31
. Uf t   en t y d i v i si or. s a s   .  a i n s t

n i n e t e r n f o r t h    s t t a c l  e r 5 . I t mu s t b e r emecib    r ed , h ow:. ve r , t ha t a s a r u l r  t tYe RNd

d i v i s i an s we r e s l i  ;    t l y s  na  l l e r t,h:i ,l t ;  c l  a t i o na l ? s t a ne s a r_d t    a.t t  iNy ll: .d
f a r f e•a-
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e r a u x i l   a r y  xr r   s .   t wa s •  s t i i  a t 2d i   ;s   Ea c %?   : e c3    i v i s i
.   zl h a d b e e n r t  d  _ic   d t o o rl e -

 . a l f' o r a » e - t ti, ; r d o f i t ;;   .u
t r.or i 7 r d a   r•e a   t i: :  ;,r t   : J o  :e r 4 t i

.o r s     t i: ,  s b
_r o o e rld .

T h    i
.n

t c:  r. rla
i i on a l 'r r i r'   :.i    s h -  d '. :- E, n :: c  n     a   ti    n t  d l w t : 1 -    r e c  , ri i n ,=; h <. :.t   E  s t };   .

t

t h e i r t o t a l s t r    r :  t 'r  wa ;     s +, i
_m a e d t o b e on i Y s.

^ ou t j , OC J :r:e n .
'1' h  •    , r    l  n o f v o l u n -

t e e r s f r o m :  b r o s ci r a d d •n•i n d l  =d c oT  s i d e r : b l  ,J a , a r F  s u l t o f t Yi+  c '. i s.n      i n t s e :, i t a a -

t 10 T1.   l.l
t t  'l OS  -' Or     ''3.'

1  :. iil@tL" t  T' C y t l l  
_ ?? .j !>  .1 T: f Oll    }.t ';:?" '_:.V ' l -  , Z•c: j   l: t     •S   r

.;I , ; .!?(
a

  .
•

,

s t u b hor n l
_y .

r:a t i o n a.
  i s t c o   .ma n d e r s :• :   . 

' v F_ r y l i t t l e t o   ;o o n r   F-;a r   i n g t h e r,l   r ,  l e ' I' ;,ti   e t  e d

d i v i s i o n ;  .   s i
.
t l a t    r t u r r_ - 

d o?at , t h  ,   r s •a      l ,y :>i
.
t u -  t i o n wa c n o t a t s,

l l b a d , b u t

t ize i r :f i r<  h t i n g   lor d l e h a d r    a c h e  3 :  v •:  r ;   l v -,v ,  c}i r t .

Th  = it    d s ' , s.d
b c en wa :i t i n  ; f or t :;e o f f An s i v G i n Ca t   l on i a  ̀_' or raor :, t ':1 3rt a ;  e s r .

li f t er T>  :  r   l t i :,n   l i s t f r o  zt  iud     .  s !z   d f or ••va r d t o t :nN ;; .   z• : , :Ln t h e s.. r i n  :; of l y 3d ,

.  ̂   •
t h e ?  ed s ?la.d cor c e r  i:r   .t ed °v :  r y 4, f 7or t e n f or t i f y   t n e Se    e s   c t or   lid ta bu i ?d uF  a

s er i e s c: f new d ef e n s e 1
.i r. e s be t wc; en i t s,r d 3ar c e l ona . '1' ti,u n ; s t o a er i a l r Pc onn a i s s   nc e

r epo r t s , t h e    a t i on    .l i s t s wer e av  a r e o i t t:i 5   t i v i t y .

'I' i  e c r  e.r ,: :, t e i • nr t h  ̂ t   r   •s i n w•  :. i n f av r  r of t i:e d e±'r rla : r :; . Tt- :;r e wer e t a e rn oun -

e
t a l Tl S J i  t: . "!F' S :

. E', I ' i ' G. i  F.'
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.   .
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t  7
f l

.
t

, r i 5 1 n F5 t 0 3
7

 }     f  ? t' t
a

t he r e wer e c oun t l e s s c a l. a l s Lr av er s ,  n   ,
t h e c o acit r y s i d e e a s t of r?   c c i t i e s of Le r i d a

  .n
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S 1
-
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1  f a C t , r 3 :i7d. 
7 E:   ;:'. t' a Z•e cl d̀ 21 l fl   o .

 
-

O ri t?

f or d e f en s    oT .: r   :t i o n s .

T h e h c c o  nUl i u h ~ .en t o f Un   :r a t i ;; *.i s

The or i   i n dl d   .t e s F  t ` or t':!   • b a  :i n n i n ; of  ::n e of f ; r a i v e , l U    ace   b e r , a ad t o

b e   o s t nor.e
d b ec =(u s   or T  oo r   re 4 t h e r . yr:r      w :; t  :.r t i n  : a a.t    v r:;.s s Lt a t 17 De c emoe r .

Qn 1 7   e C  ' II !4' (  I ' ,
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 , 1 t S I' l l
.
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. J !1 1 T1 t  1•3
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h e a C
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  n `';
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ed t o a
.e c e i v e t he ene m,y , •  hos e at t c r t i o n wa s t o be di v er t ed f ro m the ms.i n a t t a cks a t

Le r o s , L  r i da , a nd Ba l s,    aer .  

Cont i nue a
.

bad weat !  er !  ade i t n e c e s s ary t o no s t pone r,: _  of f ens  .v e s ev F:r a l mor e

t i me s , e d.c;h t i u;E  b
,y

t w ; n t  r- f c  u r hour s . r i r.a.l l v , on 2   D<  ce mber , i t wa ;: dec i d ed t ha t

t he at t a c  c wou l d b F  l e..,_ nch  d on t.  e f o l l ov i. lr 
day , r e   ;ar•dl e s s o f cond i t i on7 .

Ilur i n, 
t he days pr i or t o  ̀  Dec e  nber , t he Condc r :  e  i on co r t i nue d i t s a t t ack s

i r_ t he s out h s o e f f e c t i v e l y t r  t t  i       ed co-nn:an de r s a c t u a l l y t ra ns 7 er r ed t wo of t he i r

f i v e r e s E.rv e d i v i s i o ns t o t 'ne i: or o f r ont ; t hey w4 r e sor Pl y cci s s ed l a t er on i n t  he

Se   •r e s ec t o r .

AU s o on a s t he ar der t o at t   ck ha ci b  =en i   . :,ued , t  i_  Le   i on s hi f t ed i t s ac t i v i t , 

t o t ne ar  ::a s ar. ez d of t;he T  : v ;  r r e acl  ';ri; _ :on (:or    ti be t ue en i ie : ;u
i nenza and  sa l a ruer .

Th,  I t al i a n   nd S
,r. s.n i s h f:i r uni t s f a l l owed s ui t i n : ?  e t. re a.s :  s s i  , -ne  l t o t h e  ,

.

i . e . nor t h an d s ou t a oi t b.c
Condo r Li.  ; i  ;n .

On 2 3 De cemb er , v+ o  :ay s b e f or a C'ru i s  ̀     s , t :  e l ar   ;e s t a,nd   :os t dpc i s i v e o f f en-

s i v e o a' ';h :  Spaii i srl Ci •,ri l ' 11ar be  ,-an a t UuOC :nour s ++ri t  i t wo hou r s o f ar t i l l e ry f i r e

di r •ec t e d i nt o th  . ar ea a'ne ad o f t h,   '1Ve a s s au l t c or ps l .  t w -cn  4ia  ;u i nenz a and Tr e  r .

 :'he day was gl oo  ny arid co   d .

  t Q      j !'10 1.Lr 3  .  ,
I 1 t 11  T  c̀,L

t ]. ,  n    
1 1 S t b   T J ' : _T

Lo r C.  ' .̀  I l   w UV   ' r • t il e f ?"4 :"i t   i21d
,

f Or

t h r e e q _  r t e r s o f dn h o ur , b o mda   i e a e :  e ;r.y- t r   n c  c s , ba t t e r 4 T   o s i t i o n s , a n d a r.y

r o a d s w'r:i ch mi   ;:i t b e  s s e d f or t:n    t  r _i n :;i r,  : u p o f r e i n f o r c e me n t ; .

The i n f ati  .r ,  a t t a ck be  an a t I OOC  nour s .

 
St r arlbe l y ybn c:u  ,h , t n e il ed a i r un7t s l    Ft c or   l s t nl y ou t o r"' s i   ht . t r    s umabl y

t h e i r a i r f i e l d   w  r e l   c a t ed i n d baci - wz: a t  - ar ar e a .

h ;, t,fze s r :ohu f ro m t he bo  j.  ar c  mar_t a t t ac _  ; be   e.n to dr i f t awa.y , t he f i r s t Nat i on-

a l i s t l ow- l ev e l sLt t ac k a i r cr af t r   xde t hei r at,pear ar  c e . The i r a c t i v i t y gav e an i ndi -

c r  t i o n of th e enai  ;  ' s r o s i t i on on the gr   •s nd .

Th e f i r :, t t    :Y:     '   '°   • ida t i o n a l i s t  " o r c e br o ice t   . r uu g r t n e l i n e s , To l ]
.owc d by

s ma l l e r i n f a a  , r y  
.?

t ai l s w'    c h , t o     t h c r wi t ?  t t c t a n l: s . r  n   .a   e d i n c o mb e.
t wi t h t h e
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had  il r e ady s h i f t ed t h e i r Uo s i t i on s , no ea s y ma t t er i n th i s d i f f i cu l t t err ai n , ma de

a l l t he mor e co nf u s i ng b y L  : e s he l l - hol e s .

Bu t de s pi t e t he ov er wh e l mi ng e f f or t s tnad e by t he Nut i o na l i s t f or c e s , th e f i r s t

dr .y of th e of f en s i v e f ai l
_e

d t o br i n g t h em dny ap   ,r ec i ab l e gai ns . The r e s i s t a nc e of -

f er ed by t he Red di v i s i ons was f ar mor e s t ubbor n t Yian }  ad be en ant i c i pa t ed . I n ad-

dition , the two northern Corps,  daestrazgo and lirgel, hdd had to contend with snoR

ani f og .

I t w3 s a .l r e ady ob ri ou s th at ch an ge s wo ul d ha ve t o be ma d e i n th e or i g i na l pl a n .

The Nae s t r a zg o an d Ur ge l Cor ps ha d no t adv anc ed b ey ond t he e nea y f or War d l i ne aaid

s t i l l had t o f ac e t he we l l co ns tr uc t ed l i ne of ernp l a c ement s behi nd i t . Trie Ar agon

Cor p s , on t he mi d dl e s e c t or , had ac t ed i n a cc ordanc e wi t h o r der s ; i t s r i g .h t Wi n g

had r e ac he d a poi nt on t he o t h e r s i de o f Ba l ag uer , wh i l e t h e c ent er and t he l e f t wi ng

had not moved out of tneir starting positions.

Und er t he s e c i r cums t anc e s t he adv anc e o f t h e Nav ar r e Cor ps a.nd the I t al i an Cor ps ,

bo t h o f xh i c h had adv anced f r om t h : br i dg eh ea.d a t Ser o s , s e    med nl i t    e mor e s i gn i -

f i c ant . Thank s t o t h ei r mo t or v eh i c l e s , t he I t a l i an s had adv a nc ed a t a good ga c e

a.nd a er e al r e ady appr oa c hi ng t he mount ai ns . Th e i r l e f t f l ank , howe.v e r , Wa s unpr a-

t ec t ed and i n dange r f r om sn an t i ci pat e d s nemy coun t er at  t a ck .

The combat-seasaned divisions of the Navarre Corps, which had been suppartPd

a l l du r i n g th e da,y
by t he ai r un i t s az- 1 ant i ai r c ra f t a.r t i l l e r y un i t s of t he Condor

Legion, succeedf d in tearing the largest gap in the enemy front. Even at this early

s t a ge   t he i r auc ce s s wa s enou gh t o ma ke t h e c omma nd er o f th e Condor Legi on wo nder

wh et h er i t mi ght no t b e wi s e t o co nc ent r at e a l l L2-re Leg i on un i t s a t t h i s po i nt , i n

or der t o he l p t h e Navar r e Co rps t o a v i c t or  T s o s pe c t acul ar t h a t i t Wcul d c e.r ry t he

r e s t af t he a s s du l t c or ps al ong wi t: .
i t and , b

,y me an s of a s udden t hr u s t t o th e s e a ,

cut off the entire southern front of the keds. But before one could think of ex-

pl o i t i ng t   e s t    a t eg i c s ucc e s s o f t h z b e6 i nn i ng , t he v i c t or i e s of t he f i r s t day had

to be stabxlized and expanded. _
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T$ e Ma rr o qu i Cor ps , on th e l ower co ur s e of the   ,br o , had made no pr ogr e s s wha t so -

ever. Poor weatrer and the swollen tizaters of the river had made it impossible far

it to get across the river . Besides, Nationalist leaders he.
d no intention   of

dr i v i ng t he Re d e ou t of t h e i r c or ner o f t h e f r o nt al ong t he s e a ahe ad o f t i me .

  g" the days which followed, until 26 Decembe.r,
folloWed -- and intensified --

the pattern of the first ds.y, in evzry respect.

The two northern corps, I sestrazgo and Urgel, made no advances at all.

The Ar a gon Cor ps mana g ed t o c arr y out a br e akt h ro ug}  a.c t i on wi t l  i t s l e f t wi ng ,

i n t h e v i c i ni t y of Bal agu er . l̀'he g ap t hus c r e a t e d opene d up t he pro s p ec t t ha t t he

Cor ps mi gh t be aUl e t o f a n out t owar d s t he s ou t hwe s t t owar ds Cer v e r a and t hu s g a i n

access to the mountains. In any case, the general staff of the northern army Ras

conviaced that this would bc  possible. As a result, the staff withdrew two divisions

f r o m t h e Ma e s t r a zg o Car ps and one d i v i s i on f r om t he c ent r s,l s e c t or of t he Ar ag on Cor ps

and transported them to Balaguer by truck , all available tank s and a good many ar-

tillery batteries were concentrated at Balaguer . The comrnander of the Gondor Legion

de  c i de d t o di s pat c h t hr a e Ger ma,n ant i ai r cr a f t a r t i l l er y ba t t er i e s t o t he ar e a an d t o

shift the focal point of activity of the flying units to the northern army group.

As regards the Italian Corps, the anticipated tnreat to its left flank ha.
d come

into being.
The Italian air units and tanks did everything in their power to protect

the flank from the enemy but were unable to prevent the Corps' losiag gT OUnd at a

numb er of poi n t s .
l hi s wa s al l t he mor e s e r i ou s i n vi ew of t t e f ac t t ha t t he c ent r al

and right sections of the Corps continued th eir advanee, and were ra idly approaching

the mountaine, on the eastern slopes of  rhich the city of Montblanch was situated.

The Navarre Corps made every effort to continue its thrust, although the enemy

had brought in a strong reserve force on 2  December.

1'he Ger man bomber s qua dr on s , a c t i v e day an.d n i gll t , di d t he i r be s t t o de s t r oy
 

t he e nemy t r o op c onc ent r at i on ar e a s wi t h t :  e i r 11 0- 1b bombs , whi l e t he an t i ai r c r af t

ar t i l l er y f or ce s chan g ed pa si t i on r api d l y t o k e ep up wi t h t he a.t t a c k f or c e . The i r
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d 'd CT' 1 '  1 C  ̂-,
l -3 t 'd r; t? .

I t

;  , -
,
y t    .a t ;:z n     r̂ n , ;  n b c wo r  : c  d o u t .

cva v u r   ' ' n t l y nc c   s ;  _  

And on     ,e s :  u t   :e r n wi n  ;, ; n t}: e s    c t or «.5   7 n'!c  t o t h e r a r r oa>> -
Cor p s , t h e r a

tiva s n o t iii n  h ;  pp e rzi rzi  wh i c r: mi  a, t b N c a.l cv l  .:t e d t o   i ve r i s e t a 1V  ,t i ona l i s t ho pe s .

Sev F:.r a1
- a t t c m >t .  t :  c r v s s t;h r  Eb r o f a i l c-d , a l t h ou   h e .  "   1 t TF Si •  t a  . c c wa s s l i g h t .
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The. dr o ss i ng po31nt e  pr epsx ed by t he Cor ps xex e t orn a  ay by th e f l ood   at er s . Ths

l t  r oac an s ol di e r e suf f er ®d f r om t h® unaaoust omed snoW and f og .  

4 n t h   a en t r al s e ot or , t he Nav ar r e Cor pa a nd t he I t a l i a n  a rrer ®   dv anc i ng s l rn r-

l y , bu t t he g Wer e unab l e t o co v er mor e tha n a f ex t h ou s and  rar d;a per da Y. Th e I t al -

i ana   t i 7. c ompl a i ned of 8t r ong 'enem+p c aun t e r at t a cks a l ong t h e i r ea po s ed nvr t  
.er n

  .     -_
f l ank and sp ent a go od

.
d;ea l of e f f or t t a vrar di ng t h e n of f .

T'he atrv,ggl e f or ai r supr emacy had be gt n rvi t h a vengeance ,   i nds t h  8 e  e hird

onl y h f eR bomber s 7:ef t ,   rho s.e .,empl oyment   as made i  apos si bl e b  t'h  German ant i sii F-

Cr af t ar t i l l er3r, th  r e at ri ot ed th eme el ve e t o f r e quent aomm .t ment of tb,ei r Ra.t a   d '

= . Q  t 3.s s f i gh t   r af r ¢ra f t . '  he Germ  n   e- 109 uni t s move d t o an emQr genoy l andi ag  

. .: .  _- • . _ ; . '. . t e 'f r om L   Cex 3a ..
 
 f i   1c  . near t h,e bat t l ef i s l d i n or der  t o obvi a t e t he l ong approacsh ron 4

..

Wher ev er t hey .,
agpe a  ed, t he   Ie- 109    s domi ri at ecl t l  e ski es ; t he 8at .  s ar  Cur t i o8  ;

. .  . . . ., .
s  gag  d i n ae.r i al onmbat anl -y. wh en the  Rer e numer i oai l y super i or .
. ,

.  
  he bomb  r o quadr ons. 8  dna11Y addPt ed t h e pre,et i oe of har aeHi r g t he enemq i n •

n t g it at t a ol   s, v xi ch ;  rent f ar i nt o t he hi nt e r1and.
.- .

Th® n av a]: ai r s qua dr o n wa s r e l en t l e a e i n i t $ a t t ac ke on Bs r c e l  ons and t h e oo a s t .
 

But hone o f t he e e ef f or   s on t h e
.
pe.r

t d  ' th e Condor -.Leg i on l ed 'to any r ®s 1 s ua-

! ce ss: beasu s • t he of f e ns iue on the gr ound , w  th th e e rcep.
t -i on of t h®   ssau l t o f the

.
Pav e  ce Cor ps , b.ad vi  ct ual l y aome t o a st ar dst i l l .

 r hus t he s i t ua t 3on wa e soiay t h i ng liu t Qncour agi ng a s th e y e ar a ame t o en :en d .  r  - . .
 •
   Ta t i,on4].1 s t l e s d   r ® beg an t o wo nd.er  rhe t laer t he a tr i k i n  poe er af th e aor p   h ad no t  
  .„ ,  -   t he t  ar u s t t o
i:.' • be en    ahau Bbed b3  $he pr ev i a  s c amp  3.Sn$ i n Za  •ago z a and   s r u e l     nd by

J "    
. , .

• '
.

.

. ,   ,

  rt he i/®a . .
 

•
. •

_
-   '  I.

  s ahp,3, ge f or . the bat t er f i n  7.1.y se emed t o be t   ng pl a c e .
r Or  3  Jaxi uar y 1    9  

 
, ' . had

  . -; o  Co  s . i ' h the suppor t of   he ent i r e ' Conda  Leg i on, 
  gradual l y Tork-The  haes t     P   .,

 
  . ,

  
.

 
V

. I • 
 

 
 

 

' 

'

 
 

.

.
: . .

  ed i 
    r   ,y

 f or  s r    a o t ' goi r t j us t bs f or e   r t es a de Se gre ,   ad i t $e  ad c es  t  ai   t  tat
 _     , .

'   t h  t own .Xnul d f   l l   .n'  o g  t aon al i s t .handa o  . the f ol l ovri n  d  ,y'-
i f  h i e btoge .rer Q

I•
  

,,. . , . . ,

.
r

.
+

  f 3.I l ed t hen i ±  .'  esffi ed poes3.bl e  t hat t he Cor pa aQUl d f-an o  t ;p a p1   ed t o rarth  
f i   . ,

, _ . _.
:   -     _ '

. . . .- - . . - . . -     ,. , • . -< :,.•. - ,: _  
..  • .  
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t h e sou t h t o a t t 4ck Cer v   r a .
kh i s a c t i on , i r. t : r n , v  ou l d  bc b ou nd t o b r i ng t h e  lr a -

g on Cor p s :i n t o mot i on . I}ur i ng t h e eve ni n y t he Ge r ma n l i  ,:- t an t i a i r c : a l 't a r t i l l e r y

su cc e c d ed i n wa r di ng a f f a s t r ong   ed cou n t e r at  -a ck . Ln erny l ow- l ev e l a t t a ck s on

Cu b e l l s r es u l t  :d i n h e3v y l os ye s
    t :ir e e d e   d an d s  w e r al wound ed , a mon g t h e c ou r a -

g eou s t r oo p s u f t h u s i s na l co :ni  an i c,  t i on c ba t t a i i on .

On t he ne x t mor n i ng Ar t e s a ci e See r e wa s ca .
pt u r e d a ;  t he l s t Di vi s i on .  3u t i n

s p i t e o f a co n c en t r a t ed e f f or t on t he  ;a r t of t l  e Na t i on a l i s t s , i t pr vv ed i mpo s s i 'ol e

t o c on t i n  i e t h e ad v   n c e t owar d s t 'rze s ou t h .

'!'h e Ar a gon Cor p s n ow b e g  ,n t o r e a T, t '   e f r u i t s of t he at t ac k s c a r r i e d ou t by

i t s n e i glib or i n g c or p s . St ep by s t ep , t :  E en c,   f a ban d one d t h e s e c t or ea s t of Ler i da ,

wh i ch me a r  t t  a a t t h e n vr t =     r n wi n  ; of J  i e I t a l i a r. Cor p s wa s .
f i n a l l y s a f  ; .

On t h e s a rnp d a y , 1 J an u a r y ,   a d i v i s i    n f r o m t he 1    .r r o q u i Co r p s c r o s s e d t h e

E b r o n e a r As c o r; n d e s t  : b :
_

i    ' :e d   .
b r i 3 F;=h e : a t h e r e . i r,i . s    r cJv i

.
ci e d a t; 1 e 3 5 t pr o v i -

s i o n a l c o n t a c t t o t :     a v a r r e Cor i  s , w  -'  c h h a d r  e n a t r a t  : u f a r i n t o er e Tny t e r r i t o r   r ,

a.n
d r e l i e v r  d i t o f t   e c o n s t a n t wo r i•v o   •   r     s h i t 3zF: r t o e x p o s e d r i gh t  ri n g .

I n t h e rn e a r'a i mc t i e n e d s h a d c o me t o t h e c on c l u s i o n t i  a t d a n g e r t ii r e a t e n e d o r_

t h e c n r.
t r a ? s e c t o r , o c c u r  i e d b y t ii e Ne.v a r r e Co r r s a r !d t h e I t a.

l i a n s , r a t h e r t h a n

e i t ! .e r i n t h e n o r t h , n c ar Ar t e s a , o r i n t h z s o u t   . , a l o n g t   E, FJ b r o . Th e y :  ;  .
d b r o u   h t

u p t wo n e w d i v i s i
. on s ,   . n ;

.c
h w   r -o or d e r e d a

.::
t    a c t i o n ±'or t :r.    t ' i r s t t i me o n 5 J a n u a r  r .

Red co  1 c.,a nd er ;  wi n t t:-d a t :  .; Z c o s t s t    r e l i ev e t he s t r:a.d
i l y moun t   i ng pr e s s ur e

on t h e  nou n t a i ns a r     :n d ° ivr  t b l e n c h ar d  J a l l a a.nci on t i_t   ua s s i f of i iar t s an t a nd

To r t o s a,. Al t    :ou t h t il e   r a .rr   s s of t he   a va;-r e Cc r p s yrr  ,s s l ow, ea ch d ay a n3 ea c h

mi l e i t •  cv an c F d i
.nc r  :  :i s ed t h*- d an f   =r .

f or t  -  i; :Red s . I f   h P Cor  ::s s hou l d su e c ?    d i n

cu t t i r  ; of f t h e Red s c,. 
t h =    ' =!    i ng , t '  c il od c w ,; z

l_d
i a  w i t ab l y l os e t he i r s er on g t o-

s i t i on s i n t '-   :  nou n t e.i n a r ea of i{a l s    t a •id   cr c , po s i t i on s ar:- :i c   we r e v i t a l l y n «  -

c e s s a r y t o t  ic i r  1   1s .

Th e c o.: .  ur d  . r of t      Cond<, r Le„  i or_ vra :: c:  n s t arit l y  aa a r e o f t  zu f av or ab l en z s s

of t r e s i t u a   .
i    n . rir, rrc.s C iJ  1V 1 21 C i? d #.h a t t ?  e t wo r_o r  ;;io r r, c or Ps wou 1 3 n o t s u c c e e d
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in bringin.g about a decisive victory on the Artesa de Segre sector, though the cam-

mande r s of t he n or t ti  e r n ar iny expe c t e d and hape d t E;s,t t hi s wou l d be ch e ca s e . 1̀'he

dev e l opme n t s o f t he l a s t t en da rs had s er v ed t o sub s t ar  t i a t e t he o pi ni on of t he Le-

g i on e omma nd er and had su    e s t ed t o h i m t    e p l an whi ch he now pu t i n t o ae t i on . On

hi s o rn i ni t i a t i v e , he de c i ded t o di s co nt i nue t h e a i r su p por t of t i: e nor t h er n co r ps

and t o conc ent r at e al l h i s f o r ce s on t ne s e c t or o c cupi e d b y t xie Nav ar r e Cor ps . To -

g e t her wi t h t h i s Cor ps , whi ch h.a d a l r.e a dy sl: ar c;d s o manv v i c t or i e s wi t h t h e Leg i o n ,

he pl a.nn ed t o dr i v e a wedge a  a i ns t t he e nemy po s i t i on s i n hron t b l a n ch r nd Va l l s .

Onc e t he s e t wo t own s h a d b e en cap t ur ed , he a s s umed t !  , .t t h e Cor ps woul d pi v o t t oWar d s

t he 9ou t h , t ak e t he c i t y of Tar r a ; ona , and t hen cu t o f f t he ent i r e Red f r ont al ong

t he Ebr o and ne ar To r t o s a .

Hi s de oi s i on v a s t ak en at a po i nt   rhen s udder_ a nd unex pect e d dev e l o pme nt s r e -

s ul t ed i n a n ent i r e l y c han   e d mi l i t ar y s i t  . a t i on , onc whi ch cou l d j u s t a s we l l hav e

j us t i f i ed co mpl e t e l y d i f f e r en t de c i s  
. ons .

The Red Relief Attack in EEtremadura {See the map in Appendix 7)

On 4 J anuar y I 9 39  la t i on al i s t 1 eader s re ce i v e d t he f i r s t , s t i l l unco nf i r me d

r umor s of a f or t hco mi ng Re d r e l i e f at t ac k i n t he s out h er nmo s t ar e a of the f r ont , i n

t he pr ov i nc e o f   s t r emaduca . The a t t ac k Ra s t o be l a u n ch ed f r om t he sr e a nor t h of

Cor dob a and t o be di r ec t e d a€ ai n st Sev i l l e .

Th e a t t ac k wws l aun ch ed s o oner t h a n t he 1'  at i o na l i s t s expe o t e d , on 7 J anuar y .

I n a s i ng l e , sudden b l ow, t he Reda br oke t hrou gYi t he weak b'at i onal i s t def eas e s i n

t he s ou t h and manag e d t o i ns er t a wedg e s ome el ev en mi l e s de ®p al ong a   c,nt appr ox i -

Red

mat e l y ni net e en mi l e s l ong .
The f eW   af za a   a $ i  r e s e rv e s st a t i o ned i n t he ar e a wer e

assembled to overcoIDe a momentary setback occurri.ng
just before the final victory

wa s ach i ev e d . Gener al Fr an c o di s pa t ched onl y one d i v i s i on a t i'i r s t , whi ch wa s wi t h -

dr awn f r om t he Cr  t a l on i an f r ont . I t wa s bou.n
d t o t a ke we ek s be f or e i t ar r i v e d i n

the south .
On 7 January, Franco also ordered the transfer of both Spanish air bri-

g ade s t o Es t r emadur a . Onc e ag dz
.n

i t s a eme d t ha t , f or r e a so ns of pr e s t i g e ( a s   n
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t he c a s e s of Br une t e and Ter u e l )
, t he ent i r P of f en yi v e i n t he nor t h wa s t o be aban-

doned i n or der t o r e s t or e t he s i t uat i on   n t   P s o   th .
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Th e c o    r,a nd ,  r of t: :w Cond o r Le  -? on n a s f i r  nl y co nv i T c   d of t n e i t_a, : .v i $a oi l z t y

o f ch a n  i n   t h   s cr :at e   i c r l a  n i n r3.n,y     ay  wh:  ch !r i Y  l t j    ;  pa r d i a e t k:e Ca  t a l on i an f r c n t .

Th e Br u ne t G a f f a i r c a :nP t o h i s mi nci , wh en t h   Leg i on h ad t o l     s.v e i t s pr ? p ar a t i on s

f o r t h e a s s au l t on Sa nt a.nd er and f l
_y t o 1 Ia  i r i d i ri :. r

d er t o s a lv ag e t :n.e s:i t u wt i on .

Nev er t h e l e s s r e mi d e a l l t h  : n ec e s :  a r y r . r r  w  6 er.-.c  ? t s t o t r r  n s f er h i a  : rl i
.t s t o t t  e

s ou t h er nero s t r-oi n t    f l,h e f r on t, on t h : f ol •, o-,vi :  ;  - d ay i f n .: .  d  ?E: , i n T i2c  h op e t ?  a t

t h e ,y c o u l d  ; u i c k l y r e s t o r e t   r e c r ,>>an a s i t u a t i on f r o Ln t n    a i r a n d t }:e n r  J t u r n i mme -

d i a t e l y t o t r e n o r t h .

On t l  e f o l l or; i t  ; d a y , 7 J a n u a r y , t h e r p wa s a l u l l i n t h e a c t i o n i n t n  s s o u t h .

T h e Re d a d v a n c e r.a
d c o me t o .  -7a l t , a n d i t l .  o k e d a s i f t r e a t t d c k h a d me r e l y b ° e n a

l a s t a n d d e s p t•r a t e d f     o n s t r a t    c n o f s t :r e n   t h .
mh e Le  ,

i
.o n re ma i n e d i n t h e r.n.o r t h , a n d

t h c o ' i  •n s i v e i n Ca t a l o n i a wa s c o n t i n u    d .

Co n t i n u a t i o n o f 1::  -  Of f e n s i v e i n Ca t a l on i a

8 J a rn  ar ;y r: d r k e  a , h e b e  ,    n n i n  c o f t h r s e c o nd r.
}   . .  ? o -f t ?-_c Ca t a l o n i a n e f f e n s i v e ,

t h c o rrz s e d  a r i rr. ; wti  i c h ' .h F  I   a v ar r e Cor   s  ,e ws t o b r i n   r a o o u t t :  r  f i r. ,  .
1 , d e c i s i v e v i c -

t o r y . l n i ,h e e a.r
l

,y  no r n i r  :  t }- e Gf:r •:a  r  s.n
t i a i r c r      t a r t i l l er y b a t t r>r i e s c e   ,a n t h e i r

g r ou n  
.

f i r e a r_
; w1 n s t ;. °it e n e my t a r  ;  t s , a s s i s t e d b y t n  :;   p  :n i s h a r t i 1  ' e r y .

 Ph e Ge r -

rt13 2'1 b 0 ?17b :' Y' S fi f' p   ' : .r   d :i :lCl (  ?' Op f%° d t h e i r   Oa d s o V   r t h e p a s s :    e   .n
t o t h 8 II'.o n t Sa n t

  '   ';r f  ' "''2 1t Gr 3   •0 0 1: U     r ' , n l r  j U    rP.  a   1 J ;1 OI l UYi'i - Z   V   1 a t t il.Ck: S On   T OUn C 
rc o u n t a i n s .   - ; -

t a r   e t s a n d CCUIU-ù ,
t wi t h t h e   ° d f i   .

:  t e r s , n a tv h u r r y i n  ;  ,o i,lie s c e n c• o f c,c
t i o n . i r p

  - -- a l t rio u   h i t w:  s s n owi   i   a n d t '    eGe r   a n t a n k s me v e d t o t  le h Na d o f t h    a   L  c  :   rr o u p .

b a t t l Gf i F l c  wa s c ov e r e d b  • i mr}e n   i.r s b l   h   .z e , t•h e i'  a v Gr r e Cor p s a t t a e k c d   ri t h i t s

u su al elan .

   h e k e d s d r_f e n a    d t h e m: e l v e s br a v e l y ,  bu t dt.i .r
i n rs t }     a f t r r n o a n t h e y we r e f o r c e d

t o p; i
.v e wa ;  b e f r, r e t  i e r e l : e   .

t e d a t t  i c k s o f t h e ?  a v a r r e d i v i s i o n s .
Qn c e s.g a i n t h e At l:

a n d 5 t h Zi v i s i    n s c o v Fr e d t h e :  s e l v •"- s w i t h G,
l o r y .

G ;. r ma n a.n
t i ai r c r a t ' t a r t i l l e r y c a u   .

  t t h E N.e d d i v i s i r  n s t  s t h e y t r i e d t o r e t r e a t

i n t o t h e mo u n t a i n s a n d s c a t t a r e d t h e m r  i   '_  h e av y c a s u wl t i e s . L̀' h e Re d r «  s .  r v e s
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s t and i ng by on t he ot he r s i de of the mount ai ns wer e de s t r oye d by t he Ger man bomber

squadrons.

By the early ad'ternoon of 8 January, the entire  Iontsant massif had been occupied

by t he 1Vat i onal i s t s . The d i v i s i on s wer e adv anc i ng on Tr ont bl a.nch . Th e i r r i gh t f l ank

was cornpletely unprot :cted, but no one seemed to worry about it; the left was well

c ov er ed by t he a,dv anc e o f t h e I t a.l i an Cor ps .

Un the morning of 9 January there was heavy fog to contend with . h'evertheless

the German bombers climbed up above it, where visibi ity was better, and bombarded

the Red retreat routes leading out of th e mountains on the other side of Montblanah

and Va l l s . They f 1eW a s f sr a s Tar r ag ona , bo  r ba r di ng t he har bor and t he r a i l way de-

pot. The German tanks were still en ;aged in the assau lt, while the antiaircraft ar-

tillery kept the Red tanks off.

1̀'he I t a l i an Cor ps wa s r i ght behi nd t he adv anc e f orc e , and t he Ar agon Cor ps he.d

also gotten under way . Under the pressure of the Navarre Corps, the ene:ny Was a1-

ready beginning to abandon his positions as fe.r up ss Balaguer and Artesa de Segre.

The Marroqui Cca pe now crossed the Ebro in broad frcnt.

D r the evening of 11 January , the Navarre divisions had reached the western out-

skirts of Montblanch.

On the mornin.g of lI January, ;he German 'somber group had carried out a seriea

of attacks on Montblanch and on the road leadin r via Va11s to Tarragona. The fighter

group, approaching over the Mediterra.r ean ,
had  ttacked the enemy airfields at day-

break. Disregarding th e Ratae, which had fled into the air to escape destruction,

t h®  6e- 109 s qu adr on s f l ew i n at l o,. a,l t i t ude , r ak i ng t h e f i e l ds Wi t h t h e i r f i r e ,

then climbed up to attack a$ain . lAhan they returned to their bas
 

they reported the

de s t ru c t i on o f t v  e l v e ene my a.i r cra f t , s e t on f i r e i n f r ont of t h e i r hang ar s .

, on t he r oad b et We en    ont b l anch and Val l s ,
gt noon German heavy antiaircraft artil.

lery units came upon a Red artillery

ba.t t er y whi ch wa s j u s t s    i f t i ng po si t i on and de s t ro,ye d i t .

During the afternoon tne Navarra Corps took the city of Mantblanoh in a single

,
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assault and iuimediately began pursuit of the enemy troops, fleeing in disorder . The

Corps took possession of the pass to Vs,lls,
from Which one can look ou.

t ovcr the

coastal plain below.
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Crowds of Red deserters, half-starved, went ovFr to the Natioaalists. g third of the

Red force was noN in the area bounded by Tortosa, Tarragona, Reus, and Falset.

I n a co nf er ence t c di s cu s s t he co nt i nuat i on o f t he oper at i o n , Gen er al So l c haga ,

eomsnander of the navarre Corps, and General rreiherr von Richthofen decided to march

on t o Tarr ag ona . Thi s de c i s i on   rt 3e c i dPd t he f i na l otzt come o f t he was .

Valls was taken at noon on 14 Jan uary.

The attack was cantinued on the early mornin r of 15 January . Ros,dbloc
ks set up

by the enemy to delay the advance were r :moved by th ; heavy antiaircraft artillery

u ni t s , mov i ng out i n f r ont . The Nat i on a l i s t t r oop s l e f t t he mount ai ns al ong t wo

narrow raods.

In a number of attacks, the bomber group of the Condor Legion supported the ad-

vance of the Navarre divisivns. The div e bombers were employed against naval targets

and su c c e eded i n de s t r oy i ng t hr e e s t eaa e r s i n t he r a r bor ofT ar r a ; ona . Th e nav a l ai r

equadron continued to ker p the ocean an d the coast under surveillance. Thanks to the

heg i on , a l l enem,y
t r ans po r t l i ne s - - oc e an tr a f f i c , r ai l way s , and hi ghway s - - wer e

disrupted.

  t t h i s poi nt t ne r a c e be gan be twe en t he b a t t al i ons of t he Nav ar r e di v i ei on s an d

t r e Ger man a nt i ai r c ra f t ar t i l l e ry f or c e s t o s e e wr i ch c ou l d aBSmit c ov er t he t we l v e

miles doWm to the sea more quickly . The heavy antiaircraft artillery had to drop

out of t he r a c e , but one of th e l i gh t bat t er i e s (und er th e co mmand of Fi r s t Li eu t ea-

ant Dev ant er )
, p   r s onal l y en t ru st ed wi t h t he t h r u s t t o Ts.r r agona by t he c ommander of

t he Condor Leg i on , suddenl y appe ar ed a t th e he ad of t h e Nav ar r e Cor ps , ma de i t s way

pa s t t h e Sp an i s !̂  t r o ops and , de t our i ng aro und r ui ne d br i dge s an d er at ar s i n t he r oad ,

reached the outskirts of Tarragona by the afternoon, where it fired its tracer shells

wi t h goo d e f f e c t ag ai n s t arz e nern,y coun t er a t t s,ck . 9t t he s i de of t he f i r s t Nav ar r e

b a t t al i ons , t he ba t t er y f or c ed i t s Way i nt v t he c i t y an d , af t er a shor t bu t v i o l ent

s t r ugg l e ? mana.g ed t o r e ac h t he h ar bor .

As dar kne ,_.s f ol.l , t he adv a.nc e f ar ce s of th a Pdar r o a   i Cor ps al so ent e r ed t he
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c i t y and rnade co nt a c t wi t h t he i r coIDr ad e s f r om tr e Nav ar r e Co rps . The enc i r ol i ng

ring had been closed; one-third of the Red Catalonia ar y was trapped.
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Th e ? ur s  .;
i t b c t i on t c Bar c e l ona a n d t he P;, r en e e s ( Se e t h e ma p s i n App end i c e s

7 and 10)

Th e op e r a t i o n s wh i
.c

h t ook a l a c e b e t we en T .,r r a gona and Ba r c e l on a , i n t h e a r ea s of

Vendr e l l , Vi l l a f r an c a , Vi l l anu ev a , I g u a l ad a , s.n d Ma.nr e s a , h a d l i t t l e i n co m aon wi t h

a b a t t l e . Th ey wer e r a t h e r t he br e a t h l z s s pu r s zi t o f a n en e my f l e e i ng i n d i s or d er ,

an ene my wh o h ad no i de a wh e t h e r h e wou l d su c c ee d i r_ r e a ch i ng t h e s a f et y o f t h e lior -

d e r or wh e t    e r t r e f a t e s wo u l d t r a p h i m b c3f or e he cou l d ge t t o i t .

Th e d i v i s i on s of t h e Nav a r r e ar,d h a r r o au i Cor p s en cou n t e r ed ha r d l y an y r e s i s t a n c P .

Th e Yt 8,
11 3r1 Cor p s an d t h e t hr e e nor t h e r n c o r u s we r e s t i l l en ga   ;ed i n co mb a t ,

i n a s mu ch a s t h e Red s i n t  7e n or t h wer e n o t
,y e t awa r e of t h e d e f ea t wh i ch ha d t a k en

p l a c e i n t he so u t h .

Th e Ur ge l Cor p s di s p a t c hed i n di v i du a l t a s k fo r c e s i
.n

t o t h e Py r en e   s , wh er e t h e r e

wer e s t i l l , s c a t t er ed poc k e t s of en e:  y r e s i s t an c e .

Th e t wo s ou t he r n co r p s a l on ;  t he e oa s t ma d e u p mob i l e c ol u.mn s of t ank s , b i c;  c l e s ,

c av a l r y , i n f an t r y on t r u ck s , a nd l i   h t a r t i l l er y t o s Pt ou t i n pu r s ui t of t h e enemy .

Th ou s an d s of' Hed s ol d i e r s we r e t ake n p r i so ne r e ac: h d ay , ar :d t h e s t ock s o f c a p t u r e d

ma t er. i e l  ,Jr ew l a r  :e r an d l a r ge r , t h e c l o s e r t he pu r su er s c ame t o Ba r c e l on a . Th e

n eds n o I on  e r t ook t i rne t o b l ow u p b r i d ge s a rr i r oa d s . Ui s or ga n i za t i on wa s c omp l e t e .

Th e Cond o r Le gi on un i t s pu r su ed t h e ene my on t 'r  e Gr oun d , on t h e wa t s r , an d i n

t h e a i r - - wh er ev er t h ey f o «nd h i m. Da y and n i gh t t h ey we r e bu s y ov er t he r e t r e s.
t

routes, the harbors, and along the coast.

L n y l ar ge - s c a l e o pe r a t i on d e s i gn ed t o er_c
i
_r c l e t r e en eruy wou l d ha v   b ee n poi nt -

l e s s i n v i ew o   t he co mp l e t e ch ao s pr ev a ; 1 i.nt a mo r. t; h i s r an k s . Th e i mpo r t an t t h i ng

n ow wa s t o k e e p h i m on t h e r u n by co nt i n u c. u s p zr su i t .

Pu r su;.
t o  .  r a t i on s we r e h arcpe r ed b y c ol d , s n ow, au a f o g mor e t ha r! by t h e en nmy -

Th e Hed a i r f or c e s s t i i l of f e r ed s t ,  bb or n r e s i s t anc e ; L   : Red an t i a i r c r a i 't

a r t i l l e r y u ni t s   re r e oa v i oUs l y be   :i nn i ng t o su f f er f r om a sh or t age af amm   n i t i on .
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T.h e t  ed t r oo p s s e ek i n T r e f uge i n t h e Py cen e e s wer e s t op ped by t   E Fr e n ch a t t h e

b or d er , wh r r e t rley wer e d i s  .ir n : d e,n d t a ke n pr i s onc i•.

By 23 J an u r ..r y t h  : Sp an i s h cor p 5 an d t he I t a l i n..  Cor p s wer e wi t tii n r pa ch o f

t rie Ca t a l on i an e ap i t a l ,  t he &i  x r o qui an d N   v al •r e Cor p s a l on g   :l e co a st we s t of t h e

c i.t f , a nd t h e I t a l i an f or c e t o t he n or t h we s t , a t t h w ed ;  e c f I ion t s Pr r a t , a nd a t t h e

Sab a d e l l. a i r f i e l d .

For t wo d ay s an d n i   i  t s t he Con dor Lag i on h «d be en b oq t3a r rl i ng t h e ha r b or of

Bar c e l on a , i r. o r d e r.
t;o f

_r u s t r  zt e  a ny e s c s.p e a ' •Le,r.p t on t ht, n  :r t o f t h e   eds . Tlze

  h eavy a.n
t i a i r c r u.j ' t a r  :i l l    r ;y 'oa•t t Nr i e s u e r e =i r i n; o n t :.e c i t y . I t    a s h er e t    a t

t h e l a s t a e r i a l co mb e.t w5.
t h t he Ra t a a red Cu r t i s s f i gh t i: r s t ook p l a c e .

Th e CenFr a l i s s i mo or d e r c d t he Na r r oyu i , i ie.v a r r e , . .nd I t al i  in Cor p s t o f or m a

r i u  ; a r ou n d t he auu t h we s t , we s t , and n or t h of t h e ci t y an d t o s t a.n d by f o r t :_e or d er

t o a t t a ck s i niu l t a.n eou s l y f r om a 11 t h r ° e s i d e s . 1 ie s t i l l h ad ho pe s of b pi n  s,b l e t o

o c cu py t h e c i t y wi t h o a t b l ood s il ed and wi t l- o-s t a n3  fu r t r    r d c s t r uc t i or_.

Bt  t on 26 J an u a r y t lze t r oop s of t !  e Mar r o q_
u i Cor p s , i n  .h e s o . t l- we s t o.

f t h e

c i t y , c ou l d be h el d br3.c k n o l on ga r - - t riey f or ce d t h e i r wyy i n t o  .h e e i t y a t 1 500

h ou r s and en co uil t e r ed r e c i s t an c e a t s ev  =r a.1 l  o i nt s .

Th e Na v ar r e Co.r p s f ol l owed t h P ex a. r u
l e o f t he I  a r r oqu i Cor p s , and by 1 60 0 h ou r s

i t s b a t t 3l i on s wer e a l s o en g aged i n t r   i t  t o f o r c e t '  e i r wa.y
i n t o Ba r c a l ona .

At 170 0 h o i r s t h e I t a l i   n s be  ;an t o    ar ch on t    e c i j;:T.

.
By n i.gh t f a l l t he l a s t b a t t l e n oi s e r  d d  .ed away , t o b e r ep l a.ced by t h e r e -

j oi c i n g o f t h e l i b er a t    d p oDUl a t i an .

Th e Con d or Le   i on i mme d i at el y wQn t t o wor k t o :pr e pa r e t  • e S sb ad e i l a i r f i e l d

f or i t s u n i.t s . I t t o ok n o par t i n t :r e Sp an i sh t r i u mph , b .  t l e t t he Nat i o n a l i s t s

celebrate their victory alone.

Vi c t or y c e l eb r a t i on s Ice pt t h e L'I<ir r o c,_
u i an d Na.v a r r e Cor  .  s

i n yar c e l ona f o r f our

da y s . I n t he r  ea n t i me t h   I t al i a n Cor p s ha d move d t o t he co a s t an d b ega rt pu r s u i t

operations.
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dr awn t o 5abade l l , an d t ne f i gh t e r s qua dr en s s o on f o l l owed . The bombe r s qua dr on s

returned to Lerida. On 9 February Generalmajor rreiherr von Richthofen ordered the

Condor Legion to relax at Sabadell.

On 10 Fe'  r uar y , al l t he Span i s h c or ps :re dche d t h e Fr e n ch bor d er .
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The c ampai gn i n Ca t al on i a Ra s ov er . I t wa s t o o so on t o t e l l whet h er t h i s a l s o me ant

the end of the war as a whole.

17
XI I I . The Las t Bat t l e s i n th e Li berat i on of Spai n (11 Feb ruary - 29 March 1   

,,

(See the maps in Appendices 7 and 11)

On 10 Febr ua ry , j us t one day af t er Gener al maj or Fr e i he r r v on Ri ch t hof en had

t o l d t h e Condor Le g i on t ha t i t cau l d r e s t f or a b i t , t he bombe r s qua dr ons wer e ca l l -

e d i nt o ac t i on oncse mor e . D u  i ng tr e f or enoon , f ourt e en He- 111 ' s bombar ded t h e

,
har bor and r ai l f ac i l i t i e s of Val e nc i a ; t he a t ta ck Aa s r e pe at e d i n th e a f t e r no on by

 

a f o r c e of ni ne He- 111 ' s . The re connai s s en c e s qua dr on   ,t h er ed da t a whi.c
h mi gh t b e

ne c e s s ar y f or new at t a ck s , ei t h er on th e Cat a l oni a n f r ont , ne ar Gu adal aj ar a , ne aT

Toledo, or in Estramadura.

While these missions were being carried out, the Legion also devoted itself to

ov er hau l i ng and r e pai.r
i ng i t s e qu i pme nt and t o ma ki ng pr e gar a t i on s f or t he f u t ur e .

g f t er t l  v i c t or y par ade i n Bar c e l ona , tivi t h a l l t h e uni t s of t he Cond or Leg i on

partieipating at the egpress wish of General Franco, the Legion squadrons were trans-

f er r ed back t o t he i r ol d ba s e s ne ar Za r ag oza .  'r om t he s e ba s e s pr ac t i c e f l i ght s wer e

c ar r i e d ou t ov er t he s e c t or o f t he Gua da,r r ama   iount a i ns and i n t he Ter ue l ar e a ; t he

pu r po s e of t he s e f l i ght s wa s l e s s t o tr ai n t he Leg i o n cr ews t ha n t o ke ep t h e en emy

aorried and confused .

I n s p i t e of t he po l i t i c al del i be r at i ons a l r eady und e r di s cu s s i on , Nat i ona l i s t

l eader s di d not f c r g et f or a mome nt t ha t ho s t i l i t i e s c ou l d n ot b e r eg ar de a a s ended

unt i l t he f l ag o f l i be r a t i on wa s f l y i ng ove r ev er y si ngl e Spani sh c i t y . Towar d s

t h e end o f Fe brua ry i t be c ame c l ear t h a t t wa mor e of f en s i v e s i n t he sout h woul d b e

neCessary, one in the Toleda sector north of Cordoba and the other in the Caetellon  

ar e a on t h e c oa.s t .

17 - Wer n er Beumel bur g , The; l e f or Spa i n ,L The St ory of t he Condor Zeg i an ,

Gerhard Stalling Yerlagsbuchhandlung, Oldenburg Berlin
(Karlsruhe Document

Collection
)

Fr anc o Li b .,r a t e s Spai n , Wegvre i s e r Ve r l ag , Ber l i n .
Dagobert von Mikusch, °
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Th e Cond or Leg i an a s s i   n e d i i:s .r e con r  .i s s  Lc c e s q .r  .
dr on t o r e c onn oi t e r t h e a r ea

o f To l ed e . The    n i t s mov    d  aack t o t h e i r ol d a i r f i e l d s   ,t   v i l a , Sa l s.manc a , an d

 scalone.

I n t h e me a  lt i m.e s i.gns c f co 1 l   .p s e a x c n  ; t r  Re d f or c e s wPr e  rr owi n g mar e a nd

ma r e ev i d e nt . At t y  e b eg i   n i ng o f   Ia r ch t h e :eir s t f i gh t i ng t o ok pl dc e i n I Qad r i d

b e t we en t h e Ra d i c a l s a.n d t r e gr cu p a r ou n d Uener al   Ii a j a , wh i ch  ra 9 i n f av or of s u i ng

f or p e a c e .
Th e ou t co mc of t h i s f i gr! t i ng wa s s t i l l u nc er t a i n . Ger man pi l o t s c i r c l i ng

over the city, watched the slow dea .h struggle of the ca.pi
tal but did not interver.e,

in order to avoid increHSing the num er of victims ot  the troublPd aountry .

T h e Re d Na v y , wh i c h l e f t Ca r t a g e n a f or Fr e r_c
h RTo r t h Af r i c a i n or d e r t o ,  v o i d

f a l l i n g i n t e Fr a r_c o ' s h s  n d s , wa s a    t a c k e d wi t :ri b a mb s an d t o r p e d o s b y t ]  e n a v a l a i r

s qu a d r o n f r o m Ma l l or c a . !̂ h e Le g i on ' s b o n b e r s du a d r o n s a t t a c  : e d Va l e n c i
.a , dn d b u r n -

i n g s h i p s i n t h e h a r b a r d a v e e v i d e n c e o f t l.   i r e f i ' ec t i v e n e s s .

On     a r c h , a n a t t e mp t e d Na t i c n a l i s t u p r i s 7n   ; i n Ca r t a  ; e n e. wa s pu t d o wn , a l t h ou g h

t n e Co n d o r Le g i o n c3i
.
d i t s b    s t t o p n   v i d e 3u p f  o r t a' r r}m t ile a i r .

T h ? Re.
d i c a l s s u c -

c e e d e 3 i n   a i r:i rk, r  cw e r a n d e    ib a r '_ :e
1 u r. o n wh a t wr  s t o a e t h e l   .s

t b l o o d b a t r
. a m.o n g

the population.

Th e Re d fl  ; c.t h ad su c c e ed ed i n i t s f 1i g .  t t o Bi z e r t e i n ? TOr t h l  f r l ca , wYie r e i t

n ow l a y a t a n c l7a r u nd c r Fr e n c h s ur v ei l l an c e .

Un 10 N:a r ch t he s t a f f of t he Cond or Leg i on n ov ed r.o To 7e do i n or d er t o ma k e

pr e pa r a t i on s f or t :'r_e c omi n  o:f'f en ., i v e . T: e u ni t s h aci s.
l r e ady b   en t r an s f e r r e d i nt o

the operational area.

Un 1 3  1:a.r c1  i t l o c'_  ed a s t h ou  ;h Ger.Ur a l  uii a j a crMr  _    a   ni ne t h e u ppe r h an d ov er

t h e Rs,d i c a l s i n hia dr i d . D  u ' i n  t h e d ay t he Ger nia.r
` i   ;%lt e r s qu adr o n s f l ew f ou r mi s -

s i on s ov e r th e c ap i t a l i r_ o r d    r t o d em+on st r•a t    th  : au t clc r i t y of' t he I  a t i on a l i s ',s and

t  :u s t o h a s t en t he s u r r Qnd er o F +h  c i t y . -̀ u t t i"- ' Red an t i u i r. c .r a :f' t   .r
t i l l e r y a nd

f i gri t Lr ai z•c r a f t pt i l l r c ma i ne d i n   ,c t i c n t h Lr P ,

On 1    ar c h , i n 13ur go s , t he  J F n   r a l i s s i  u o d i s c ,a s s ed h i s own av a l ua t i on of t h e
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s i t u a t i on wi t h ' -h e cornma nd er of t h e Cond a r Le Ti o n . Fr a nco a nc e a ga i n eo n f i r med hi s

i n t en t i on t o l au nc h on e l a s t of f en s i v e a nd r e qu e s t ed t h e a s s i s t an c e of t h e Leg i on .

  On t h e f o l l owi ng da y t h e Ger man a i r un ? t s be b an t rie i r pr e ns.r a t i on s f or t h e f i na l

a c t of t h e l ong s  .r u   g l e t o l i b -c    a t e 3p a i n .

On 23 1  ar ch , t he d i v i s i on s  sav i ng a s s erab l ed , t ney wer e d ep l oy ed f or c omb at i n

the Toledo area.

On 25 I  a r ch on e l a s t : .t t emp t t o n eg o t i at e wi t h t he Red s b r ok e down .

Th e ne x t d a,y
t h e Na t i on al i s t s ou t h e r n ar my be g an i t s a t t a c k , wh i ch c ar.r

i e d i t

easily over the enemy front.
nhere Was simply na more resistance! Prisoners and

de a er t e r s wer e r ou nd ed u p b
,y

t he t h ou s an d s . The f l i gh t, of Red l e a d er s f r o m Va l en c i a

a n d Ma dr i d wa s i n f u l l swi n   •.

a n 27 Ma r ch t h e b amber s qu a dr on s , t h e f i gh t e r s qua dr on s , and t he r e c onn a i s s an c e

s qu adr on of t he GoiYd a r Leg i on wer e empl oye d t a t h e f u l l . The Spa n i sh To l e do , t  a e s -

t r a,zg o , an d Nava r r e Cor p s , t og e t h er vri t h t h e I t al i a n Cor p s , r e po r t ed t he su c c e s s f  arl

b r e ak t hr ou gh of t he Tol ed o f r o n t . Th e so u t he z-n ar rly ha  1 a l r e a dy t ak en 10 , 00 0 pr i -

saners.

By 1G0 0 h ou r s t h e f i r s t wrli t e f l a g, s be gan t o ap pe ax i n Ma d r i d an d Ar an j u e z .

The Ge r ma n f i gf! t c  r s   re r e cr d er ed t o d i s c on t i n u e t he i r l ow- l ev e l a t t a ck s a nd t h e

bomber squadrons ta release no more bombs .

On t h e mor n i ng of 29 1 Ia r ch , h o s t i l i t i e s c ame t o a n en d . Dur i ng t he n i gh t t h e

Red r a d i o s t a t i on s h ad r e p or t ed t he s ub j u g  .t i on of t b e l a s t Sp a.n i s h c i t i e a .

Th e Ger man r ec onn a i s s an c e pi l a t s r e por t e d , "Wh i t e and Ir' a t i on a l i s t f l a g s ov e r

a l l o f Red 5p a i n " . Th er eu p on t he Sp an i sh cor p s mod i f i ed t hc;i r adv ane e t a an o c cu -

p a t i on a c t i on .
Th e GE, r  nan b omb er s an d f i gh t e r s , i n p er f e c t f or ma t i on , f l ew i n

f l i g•h t , s qu adr on , an d gr ou p s t r en g t h ov er t h e i  a dr i d , .Ar an j a e z , and Tol e d o a r e a

on c e mor e , t o d emon s t r a t e t h e s t r e ng t h of i at i o n a l i s t Spa i n and t o s a l u t e i mpr e s -

s i v e l y t he c au s e f or w u ch t he y h ad b een f i   t i rra f or t r e p a s t t h r e e y e ar s .

Fram the first to the last day, the Condor Legion -- in apite of the friation
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and difficulties often involved -- had csrrisd ou t the tasks assigned to it in an

ex empl ary f a s h i on , t hu s gi v i ng ampl e ev i d en ce o f t he ef f ec t i v ene ae of i t s l eader -

s h i p an.
d i t e or g ani za t i on . The de c i s i v e f ac t or s i n t he suc c e s $ of the Le  i on ' s op a-

, . .r a.t i on s Rer e t he h i gh et andard of t r ai n i ng , t he f i gh t i n  s p i r i t , t h e f 3.ea i b i l i t y ,

- - f ro m t he c omrnandi of f i c er doWn t o t h eaiad t h e adapt abi l i t y of ea ch Legi onai r e  

+ d n t hav e r ev e.i l ed  
 last soldier. There is no doubt that Franco s brave troopa eoul o p

al one and t ha t t he r ol e p l a y ed by t he Cond or Legi on wa s de c i s i v e , not on l y i n t h e

i ndi v i dua l phs.s e a o f o pe r a t i on s but al s o f or t he f i nal out co me o f t he War . And

t hi s f ac t hs,s al ws.y s been f ul l y r ecogni zed by t he Spani sh .  

.
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XI V. Th P Lo s s e s Su f f e r ed b y t h e Condo r Le  i o n

I t i s i m!  :. s s i b l c? t o r e e on s t r u c t an ov er a.l l p i c t u r e of t h e p er s o nrse l and ma t e r -

i e l l o s s e s o f t h e Cond or Le  i o n f r om t h e s our c    s a v ai l a b l e t o u s .

Wer ne r }3eu ri F  l bu r   (Th e S t r u   ,  l e f c r S   a i n , t h e St  of
_

t h e Condo r Le  i on ) 18

lists tne followin  personnel an d materiPl losses:

Fl
.y

i n  For ce s

1 - One  ju - 52 ( K  8 8 ) cr a sh ed ov er J er ez d e l a Fr o n t e r a i n mi d- l u   us t 1 9 3b

2 - On e   Te- 51 , pi l o t ed b
,y

r i r s t Li e•a t en an t yber r ar d , Co nrn s.r d er   f t   :e f i r s t

f i   i: t e r s      ia dr o n , sh o t d own i r. a e r i a l co:nb a t ov er Macir i d i n t he su clmer

oi' 1 93b

3 - r i r s t Li e u t    ?  an t v on   e s s e l , s       ;.d r on co mma :ld e r f r o m t h e A  BB, k i l l cd i n

a c t i an i n t h r  f YG!'  t i ng i n A  t u r i a

4 _ Ta o Le- S1 ' s ( J   t38 ) s hot d own i n f l a  ne s oa q Feb r u ar y 1 93i dur i n  ; a er i a l

c omb at vri t h Red f i   t-:t e r s

j - On r a i r c r a f t ( t ;  p e un  -n own ; s h ^ t do7rn by Fced  ̀ r o u nd d ef e r_s   s

6 - On e f i ,J!lt c r a  .r c r af t ( J /    B} ;; h ot dowrr i n -̀7.a.Ine s on ]
.

Apr i l 1937 by Red

ar t i  .J. ez•y c;.ur i n   . a l ow- l eve l a.t
t ac k

7 - Two a e - 7 0 ' s (A  E  Bf sh o t; d o wn i n a ::    i   l c o r::b a t o n l o J u l y 1 9 3 7 d u r i z  ;r t h e

b a.
t t i e  of Rr u n e t e

$ - an   o o:nber (K%n8 ) r i ss i il ; i n ac t i o n on 17 Dec em  er 1 9 39

9 - On r b o nb er   k.
/   8 ) c r a s.h cd on 17 Apr i l 1 g 38 whi l e en r ou t e f r ora I, a r i l l a

t o Sev i l l e f a r ..    at t a c '  an t nc   .a r b or s of Al
.ma r i.a. dna Car t ;  ;    nr  ( e i x

dead 

1 0 - Fi ee,vy l os s e s   no f i c; ar e 3 a. r a il ab l e )   on   t ' :e ?1  - 51 s : u a dr on s a t t 't  e

 
etid c  f Apr i l 1 9 3i3 d ur i ng a er i e.i c o:nba t wi t ? :   a t ,-  s an d Cur t i s a

11 - Lo s oe U (n o f i     r e s av a i l ab l e ) i n t li e b omber g'r ou p d?ir i ng t  : e n i   h t   f

9  10 J u l y ]
.g

3  i n c on:; a t w- . t h Red n l  :r: t f i   ht er s

       re   ,
Go 6q 73

,
1 2,

11 ,
119 ,

193, 229 , 231 ,l a - I3e  .ime l b u r _ o . c i t . , p a   , J 2 8 3 1 , , ,  
and 27 4 .
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 ' nt i ai rcraf t Ar i,i l l ex     'or ce s

T1o l o s c     :.  r  -  cor d    d ,   1 t ii ou    i t s e eTS v :=r y un l ,_s e l y t :  a t t  :e r e s nou l d hav e

bc en non   i n v i e:w of tr e ; wct t hat t r e ar t i _ .i r cr a t't a r i;i l l Er ;     -  .t•t nr i e s

w  rF e m _.l o;r  d pr i
.r a r i  l

,y
i n ET OUnd c :•:- r at i o 1- s (

,
t .; e l i  - _t ba i;t er i e s i n j oi nt

oner at i   ,zs wi t h t h  ̀ ,zri f c:n tr y ;
.

  i  :ns l Comm,l tl i c at i Ur:s     .i t a l i o n

On   1 J,. ne 1 ) 37 , vrn i l e    i1} a ;e  .i i n s c>t t i.r.g ti. p  : c o<<imuni c at i ons y'Si ne on t he

3:-i s c   r .,  !.
i ( d zr i nL; th e f i     t i n   zt   i l b ao ;

, t  :a  iat t al i on :.u f f e r ed 'r e av y

  o c s e s ( n o f i   u r f  s a v e i l     b l e ,
l ; o n 3 J a  3u a r y 1 9 3 9 , cn e ,;  * l ow- l e v e l a i r

a   t a c k s s t Cur    t  l l c c l a:  me d t :Lr e e d e a d :  -id s   v r  r a.
l wc  iznd a d .

  :x e.c
t :  ; t ; z r e s o n Pr  r s o nne l Lo   s e s c i t 't  e Co ni o r Le 

f r o     1 Il ov  ::: bc r 1   ; 'j t o ; l Oc t o b   r 1    
1  

I<".i l l e a i n  ?c t i    n

Fl y i nr -
I 'o r ce s     G B 5

AS B   

,T
  r , 3 10

 :   1B 24

.  nt i ai r c ra i't   t i l l e r y F  83 C

Si  ,  ia l Cor  m. For ce s L l  t  8 2  

Cor d or Le   ,
i on St af f         1

( A,r :  y ) 2

( l iav y j 1'

Total: 58

Di  •d o f I l l n e s s
3 5

Tak en I'r i s one r
2 5 ( 7 l a t e r ex ch a nge d )

l q - Ger   r al l ea Lnant '1o1l .me.nn , "litzr Za_r Lr  ''anr ta.nE9ber i cl !t i  b :r d . n  Ji ns a t z der

I e   i on Condor i n Spani en i n dEr Zt  : t v o:  1 . XI . 3i b i s 31 . X. 18 " ( Br i e f Rep   r t

on t he   rnpi oy ment az '•be Condo r Le r; i on l n St e.i n f r om 1 Nov    aber 1y 37 t o 31

Oc t o be r 1 93s )
, pak;e s   1 u r;d ?2 (y.ar l s r une Docu nf  nt Co l l e c t i on  

.
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1 'oot not e 22 ( cont }

Vo n   eu s t , o _.  , c i t . , Pa:c•t A, pa  e s 6 3 r  nd     ; Pd r t C, x a ;e s 9 5 and 9b ; and

rl   n en ri i x 2 .
Co l one l a . D, g   d i r   ;e  , , "Ber e i t s t e l l un ; u nd Fi n sa t z de ut s cYi er   'l ak ar t i l l e r i e

i
.n

S  •: .ni  -:n " ( Tne Depl oy me r.
t snd Co   ai t :ne r  t of uer c  an Ant i di r cr a f t Ar t i l l er y

Fo rc r, s i n SF  i n ) ( Kc.r
l sr u  e Do eu  e n t Co l l e c t i o n )

.
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Thi s t r ai n i ng cov er ed the f o l l owi ng :

1 - Spe ai a l t ra i ni ng i n t h e o per at i on of th e He- 111 f or c r ews cami ng f r om t he

Do-17, Ju-86, or Ju-52 units . TYiis included technical orientation as Re11

a s t ra i ni n g i n t he ope r at i on of we apons a nd e qu i pment .

2 - Pr a et i a e f l i gh t s i n un i t f o rmat i on , pr ec t i c e wi t h  
.
i v e bombs , nav i ga t i on

f l i gh t a , ni g ht t a.ke- o f f s . Dur i ng th e cou r s e of th i s t r ai ni ng t h e ar ew

meIDbers learned to work smoothly as a unit .

3 - Theoretical Training s (concurrent  ith practical training) tactics and

pr i nci pl e s o f empl oyment appl i c ab l e t o Spai n ; gr ound c ombat i n st r u ct i on

and orieutation on the ground situation in Spain ; recent experience gainod

in cornmitment in Spain ; geagraphy, the country , and the people; asaocia-

tion With the population and language lessons.

After three to four weeks ths areWS xere reported ready for assignment. It

goe s rri t hou t 9ay i n.g
t ha t t he s quadr on wa s pr ov i ded Wi t h t he ma st up- t o- da t e i nf o r -

wation on experience gained in Spain and on the militaxy situation at any given

.. et i me . Bo t h t he d i r e c t or of t h e t ra i ni ng eqk adre  n e.nd a 11 i t s l n et ru c t o r s wer

per aonn e l wbo ha.d had ex pe r i enc e i n 5pai n .

t t 1 o f a r ox i
_ma t el 20 0 c r ews wer e pr e par ed f or a s s i gnme nt

Altogether a o a pp Y

wi t h t he Condor Leg i on by t he Ger man t ra i ni n ; s quadr on .

Thr  f i ght e r f or c e s , t o o , had s uch a t ra i ni ng s qua dr on f or t he f i ght er pi l ot s

s ohe du l e d f o r a s s i gnrnent i n Spai n .

Ther e   a s no s pec i al t ra i n i ng ag ency t o or i ent t he r  embe r s of t he an t i a i r cr af t

ar t i l l er'y uni t s i n a ec or dan c e  rri t h t he exper i enc P gai ne d i n Spa i n . But a number I

. t r a,i n i T c en t e r
of' artillery offioers returning frarn Spain were asslgned to the  

at Rerik .

The officers and enlisted rnen of thA Condor Legion had been requested to keep

oompl e t e r e cor ds of t he expe r i e nce ga t h er ed dur i ng oper a t i on s and t o make s ugg a s t -

ions when appropriate. The reports were i  ediately transmitted to the Commander
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i n Cl  i  ;f of t } _e Lu f t wa ,r f e i n Gcr riar y f or ev a l u at i an and s t udy , an d t he co nc l u s i uns

dr awn f rom t hem wer e put i nt o e l'f e c t wi t ° out de l   ,   i n t he org an i z at i on a.nd t ra i n-

i rlg o f t he Lu f t wR 'f e .

Of f i c er s and ev en whol e s t a f f s f r om t 'r<<  Ger ma n Lv.
f t :va f f e f r e qus nt l y v i s i t ed

Spa.i n i n or der  ;o obs er v  ,  per a t i c ns t:  e r e f or t ,7e ms c l  , e s .
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•

l̂ h e s e v i s i t s , wn i ch we r e n ot v e r y p op . 
l a r wi t . r t ;:e Con d:or Leg i on , of t an f a i l  . d i n

t h e i r pu r p os e du e t o t  le f    c t t ha t t r  e v i s i t or s f r e qu e n t l y ac r e p t e d f l e e t i n   i ,npr e 9-

. sions and unique oec arrencQS as  e Zeraily valid exptrience.

Af t e r e a c h r o t a t i o n o r p er s o r  1e 1 , t n e h o ma - c o rai n   Le  ,r
i o n a i r ES we r e q u e s t i on e d

i n r e   a r d t o e x p e r i e ?ZCr  s , o p er a t i on s , an d i rrip r e s s i o n s   a i n e d .   t e  p s we r e t h e n t a _
k e n

t o e n s u r e t h a t i n i ' or ms.t i o n a c q u z r e d i n o n e    n   t s h o  a.
l d b e ma d e g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e

to a11 .

Bet vcf  en   .pr i l  .n   _
Oc t ob er 1 937 , t i:•  !?? r 1

.o
d du r i n . , w: 

.
i c h t ; e e nt i r e Le   i on wa s

;;r a.du dl l y r ep l r  c e d , t h e b . 
i l cl- u    oz" t h  , L rf t wa t f F  i n  ;   =r mdny wa s i n f ul l s   ri n   .

'I h i s b ui l d- u p wa a not or_l y a b - .i
i l d- u p i n t   r ms of st r eng t h ( t h e numb c r o f urii t s and

a i r c r a f t , t   :e   r owt h o f t :  e   r o .in
d o r   ni a. a t i on , e t c .

)
, bu t a l s o a,

d ev e l o pmen t i n

t e r ms of p l a rui j
_n  ; , t } e e s t ab l i s h -ie nt of o Fe r s.t i o r a l r xid t r a.i n i n g gu i d e l i n e s , t he

ex p an s i on of t e c h no l o    f and o r   u n i z a t i on - - a l l a s pe c t s   rh i ch h  ad no t b e en f u l l y

wor k ed ou t du r i ng t ?- e pr t v i o a s t h r ve o r f ou r y ea r s of bu i l d- u p a c t i v i t y bu t wh i ch

wer e s t i l l i n pr ii c e s s of d ev e l o pr  e nt .

Un d er t h e s e c i r ci r  s t ;:n c    s , i t i s un d er s t a nd ab l e t ha t t h e r ep or t s f r om Spa i n ,

A L b e r a s mor e a nd mor e LeGi o na i r e s r e t  i r n ed
I

 which became available zn ..v r orea
ter num

.   tance•   b t ex er i e >l c e Ner e a c cor d ed ruu c h   '   a t er i mport o Ger man y a f t e r s. y e a r s c om a p  

t h a n wou l d h av e b e en t h e c a s e i f t h e Ger man Lu f t wa l f e h a d a l r e a.dy be en an e s t abl i sh-

. . • t i on a l a nd t ecnn i c a l ex-r  t  e c t s of t he t ac t i c r  l , or g an i za  ed en t i t y . A  ;aod man y a s _

perience gained in Spain.were drbitrarily made into basic principles of Luftwalfe

commitment.
In this prucess one thinFJ was {'requontly overlooked -- ns.r.re

ly that i

all this experience was hased on the conditions pecuiiar to the war in Spdin and

 i a,d b e en   a th e r ed by a f ew r e l a t i v e l y vre a -k a i r u n i t s , ope r a t i n g a t gr ou p s t r e ng t h

a t mo s t , a n d b y a f o r c e o f s pe c i a l c orapc s i t i.on an d unu sa a l l y h i gh qu a l i t y .

I n any c a s e t he pr i n ci pl e s of co :   ru t me n t   nd o r r,a n i z a t i on i nc or por a t e d i n t o

t h.e
Ge r man Lu i t wal f e b et ween 1

.
937 a nd {. le b e  ; i n n i n  of Wor l d War ZI h ad f ar - r e a c'  -

i n   e f f e c t s p rld r emr  i ne d si  °n i f i c an t un t i l 1 9 ?5 , when ǸOr l d 'r  a r I I ca me t o a n en d .
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The r e t ur ni ng Leg i onai r e s t o ok t h e i r p l a ce s i n a 1 1 t he Lu f t wa f f e uni t s , whe r e mo s t

o f t he m wer e a s s i gn ed a s i nst r u c t or s f c r t he e nt i r e u n i t . They he l d po si t i ons of

c ompar ab l e i nf l u enc c i n t ne Luf twaf f e Fii   Com na nd , i n h i gh er - l ev e l Lur t waf f e s t af f s ,

i n s chool s and t r ai ni ng c en t er s , and x i t h i n t he a nt i s.i r cr a f t a r t i l l e ry a nd s i gna.
l

c ommuni c at i ons f or ce s .

Dur i ng t he cou r 9e of t he Spani sh Ci v i l We.r , t he ex chang e of i nf or mat i on and

ex per i e nc e b e t wee n t he Condor Leg i on an d th e Lu f t waf f e Hi gh Commarld had dev e l oped

into such a smoothly functionin6 procedure t11at it is really no wonder that the

ent i r e Ger man Lu f t waf f e wa s s t r ong l y ada pt ed i n ev e r y r e s pe c t t o t he commi t me nt

o f t he Condor Le ;i on and t he concl u si on s dr a.wn t he r ef ro m. Af t er a l l , apar t f r om

the political considerations which motivated Gerzany's participation in the S;aa.n-

i s h Ci v i l Wax , t he ma i n mi l i t a ry pur po s e   a s sur e l y t o p:at i nt o pr ac t i c e t he

t he or e t i c a l gr i n c i pl e s wor ked ou t by Lu f t waf f e l e ader s pr i or t o 1  36 . As We hav e

al r e ad
,y

de mons t r at ed , t hi s pur po s e wa s co mpl e t e l y f u l f i :  l ed ; i n addi t i on t o t he

many po s i t i v e r e su l t s , t her e we r e al s o s ome  x?Zi.ch t ur ne d ou t t o be neg at i v e i n

the long ru.n, as we have just seen.
,

i

 

 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

  3  -' ..  1T°  

I I . Th e E  e r i enc e Gai ne d bg th e Condor Le  i on arid i t s Ef f e o t s on t he Gr owt h , Or -

  a ni   a t i ons Epui pmsn t , 'rr a i ni n  , and Commi:t me nt af t he I ndi y i du al Luf t Raf f e

  r anch e s

F1yin  Units  

1) 6er i al Rec onnai s sanc e For ce a
23

ai ance s uadron   88 of the Condor Le ion had a dualThe aerial reconn ss q (   ) g'

misaion, namely the carrying out of reco:anaissance activity for the command head-

quar t .e r s i n char g e of g round ope r at i on s and f or t he Leg i o n i t s e l f ,

.1 ded tactical strate c and eom-
I
 Th e mi s ai on on beha l f of t h e ar my f or c e s i n c u , 8  - ,

bat reaonnaissance as well. as artillery reconnaissance. I

The mission for the Legion itself consisted primarily in target reoonnaissanoe

and in assessing the effectiveness of bombing attacks. The reconnoitering of enemy

airfields, xhieh was made extremely difficult by the enemy's praotice of switahing

from one field to another, was a specializod aspect of the Legion mission.

The squadron was nvt fully occupied by reconnaiesance activity, partly because

of t h e l gck o f r e eogni z abl e t ar g et s i n v i ew of t h e par t i cu l ar ki nd of Rar f ar a be i ng

wa.g ed i n Spa i n and par t l y b ec au s e t he r e wa s l e e s ne ed of s  ac h s e rv i c e s , s i nc e t he

Spani sh mi l i t ary l e ader s wer e a l r e a dy f a i r l y f ami l i ar wi t h t he l ay of t he l and   and

t hus a l r e ady had a t t he i r di spo ea l a g o od de al o f da t a and ex s.c t i nf or ma t i on whi ch ,

i n a normal war , wou l d h av e had t o be ob t ai ne d by meana of a er i al and o t he r r e  c on-

nai s s anc e . Si nc e t her e wer e Nat i onal i s t s y mpa t hi zer s among t he popu l at i on ev er y -

ahere, with Wham contact could more or less be maintained, and since the agents of

' t e s i ona e s er v i c e wer e abl e t o pro v i de a go od de al of i nf or mat i on , ,t he Na t i o nal i s p g  

t he r e was al l t he l e s s ne ed f or aer i a l re c onna i s s anc e .

g s a r e su l t , t he a er i al r e c onnai as a nce aqua dro n c ou l d al s o be empl oy e d i n I

e folloWin sources:
23 - The material contained in th3.s aect3on is baged on th g

Beumelburg, op. cit., pagsim and espeoially pages 60,
61, and 174.

Volkmann, op. oit., page 11
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Footnote 23 (cont)

Jaenecke, "Angriffe auf die Eleu:trizitatswer?ce in den PyrPnaen" (Attacks on

the Power Plants in the Pyrenees), excerpt lrom a letter to General aer

Flieger a.D. Deichmann, dated 13 November 1g56.

i
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b omber mi e s i on s , a nd i t s or g an i z a t i o n r ef l e c t e d t hi s du a l i t y a f ac t i v i t y , v i z :

1 f l f gh t f or l ong - r an g e r e con na i s s an c e

1 f l i gh t f o r c l o 9e- r an g e r ec on ns.i s s an c s

3 f l i gh t s f or bomber mi s s i on s .

Fr e qu e n t l y i t ha  ;p e n ed t h a t a l l av a i l ab l e a i r c r z f t , i nc l u.
d i ng t he t  ro r e conn a i s -

s an c e f l i g h t e , wer e t empor a r i l y a s s i gn e d t o b omba r d  ent ac t i v i t y .

One of the most noteworthy successes acb.ieved by the reconnaiasance squadron

wa s t he i d en t i f i c at i on o f a n ene Rly f or c e c on s i , t i n g uf
. a t l e a s t s i x d i v i s i on s b e i n g

a s s eu  b l ed n e a r Tor t o s a ( oa t h e ea s t e r n ba nk of t he l ower cou r s e of t he Eb r o } i n mi d-

J ul y 1 9 38 , du r i n g t h e \ a t i o n a l i s t of f en s i v e a   a i n s t Va l en c i a . Tha nk s t o t he r ec on-

n a i s s an c e s qu adr on , t h e da n ; e r of a 3ur pr i s e a s s au l t of t he Red t r oop s ag a i u s t t h e

r ear of t h e T3a t i on al -  :  t a.t
t a ck er :  c au l d b e e l i mi na t ed .

The long-rur:Ge reconnaissance mission carried out oy Squadron Captain First

h i eu t en a nt v on Ii e s s e l an 1 1  a r ch 1 93? d e s er v e s ep ec i a l men t i on . On t h i s oc c a s i on

t h e s qu a dr u n ha d b ee n r eq_u
es t ed t o f i n d ou t wh e th Nr t he n ewl y e s t ab l i s h ed r s.i l way

l i ne be t we en t t i e l a nd Cu en za (mi d•  ay bF  twe en Va l en c i a ar d L ia d r i d   w ar e r e s,dy f or

u s e . k t G9 0U hou r S, Fi r ::t Li eu t en an t v o   h e s s e l t o ox  a f f' i n h i s L  e - 7 0 f r om t h e Se-

v i l l e a i r f i e l d , i n t e ndi n   ; t o c r o s s t h e f r o n t l i.ne n e     Gr a n ad a ( i n or der t o av oi d

t he en emy ai r d e f e n s e s ov c.r Nladr i d } and t ne n t o a . pr oac h t h s t a r g e t f r om t h e s o ut h .

Be c au ne o f p oor wes,t h er ( d s.nger of i ci ng )
, h owever , an d i n ad equ a,t e f u e l , h e wa s f or -

c ed t o l a r_d i n Ter  ze l , a t t h e f i e l d h e l d bf t  ,_e
Na.t i ona l i s t a t h er e . Ra d i o c ommu.n

i -

c a t i o n wi t h hi s h ome b a s e h a d a l s o f a i l e d . Th e Spd n i a r d W at Ter u e l , h owever , s eeme d

t o be so mewha t uu.s p i c i ou :  and r e f u s ed t o au t irc r i z e h i s t ak e of f be f or e h av i n g c he ck -

ed vri t h t h e i r he ad ql:. ar t e:r s i n Z•4:r a   ;oz a , wh i ch c Er t a i nl y wou l d ha,v e t ak en so me t i me .

1'hu s , k'i r s t Li e lit en an t v on Ke s s e l , a f t e r " a vi ng r c  fu e l ed h i s ma ch i ne , s i rup l y t ook

o f f f r o m t h e f u e l s t a t i on bef or e t h e e ye s a f t h e a s t ou nd ed Spa n i a r d s . I n t h e uiea .n 

t i mc , t h e a  at c l ou d cov er ha d g r ovm d en s er a na t h e d sn ge r of i c i n g ha d i n cr e a s ed .

De s pi t e t h e s e ob s t a c l e s , t h e c r ew -f t h A   e - 70 t o ok t h e i r t i me ab ou t aov e r i n g t he
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The ac t i v i t y of t he a er i a.l re c onnai s s anc e of t he Condor Leg i vn br ought no c om-

pl e t e l y new r ev e l a t i on s , ei t her i n t he empl oy me n t or i n t h e o r  3a ni 2 at i on o f s uch

f or c e s . Cl o s e - r an g e re c o nna i ss an c e un i t s ( i n con tr a s t t o t he bombe r uni t s , whi ch

wer e j u s t b eg i nni ng t o dev e l op ) ha d al re s.dy brou ght a wea l t h of ex per i enc e f r om Wor l d

War I , ex pe r i enc e wh i ah we.s car e f u l l y ev al ua t ed and a ppl i e d by t he Nat i on al Ar my

(   'ei ah swehr   i n Ger r  an y . Thu s , apar t f ro m c er t ai n r ev e l at i ans on t he t e chno l og i c al

s e c t or , t he ex per i enc e g a i ne d du r i ng t he Spar:i sh Ci v i l VJar wa s no t new.   

I t may be i n t e r e st i ng at t hi s po i nt t o ment i o n t he mi s s i on f 1oWn 'oy e.n .A
  88 f l i gh#  

under the connmand of Second Lieutenant Runza. The fliGht had b®en ordered to attack

t he power pl ant s on t he sou t he r n s l ope s of t he Pyr ene e s i n or der t o di srupt e l e c t r i c al

power pro duc t i on . The t hr e e par t i c i pa t i ng ai r c r af t , fu l l y l oa de d , f l ew ov er t he hi gh

mount ai n s s ev e r al t i me s and , i n l ow- l ev e l a t t a cks , me.nag ed t o de at r o,p
t r ans f or mer

stations and feeder lines so effectively that the plants were knocked out of operation

f or t hr ee we ek s . 'l  hi s x a s undoubt edl y a s   r at eg i c su cc e s s ; i t wa s neve r r e peat ed ,

howev er , pr e sumabl y be c au s e lYa t i anal i st l e ader s , x ho ho  ed t o be a bl e t o c apt ur e t h e

area soon, wanted to leave the plants undamaged so tha  they might use them them-

s e l v e s . Nev er t he l e s e , on e wonder s wh y rja t i on al i s t l e ade r s f a i l ed t o or der su ch st r a-

t eg i cta l l y e f f ec t i.v e at t a c ks mt an e ar l i er po i nt ( e sp e c i al l y s i nc e i t wa s cl e ar t ha t

t he War wa s go i n g t o be a l ong - t e rm one   i n or der t o di s r upt t he s uppl i e g of e l ec t r i -

c al power t o t he i ndu st r i e s i n Cat al on i a , f or r .f t er al l t he Red s wer e f a i r l y de pe n-

c  ent up on t he s e i ndu st r i es .

Ge r man Lu f twaf f e l e a.der s conc l ud ed f r om t hi s suc c e s s f u l mi s s i on t ha t i t mu s t be

po s s i b l e t o ach i ev e l i ke r e su l t s wi t h ai r cr af t of a s i ng l e t y pe ( i . e . not wi t h mi x ed

uni t s ) ope r at i ng i n v e r y srnQ.l l gr o ups . As t he Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e Gener al St a f f

poi n t e d ou t i n Jun e 19 39 dur i ng a Gen er al St a f f t r i p , t hi s po s s i b i l i t y had t o b e ex -

ploited ae fu lly as possible . On the basia of the Spanish mission it was assumed

t hz t ev e n t he s raa l l e s t u ni t s we r e e a pa.b
l e of ach i ev i ng a hi gh de gr e e of ef f ec t i v e ne s s .
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Thu s , f ro m t h i s poi n t of v i ew, t h e Con dor Leg i a n d i d }:a v e a c Pr t a.i n arn ount o f

i nf l u ence on t he l a t e r co nduct o f gt r a t egi c a i r   o ne r at i ons , a l t h ou gh t he s e ope of

t hi 5 t y pe o f ac t i v i t y i n Spai n had 'oe en v er y s  na l l i nde Ed .

2) Bomber Forces
24

St r a t e g i c Bo©ba r dme nt Mi s s i on s

Tr e i n st ar ce s of s t r a.t egi c bombar dmen t by t he bombe r gr oup (K  8 8 } of t h e Con-

dor Le g i on ar e ex t r eme l y r ar e .   he f i r   t e x ampl e s wer e probabl y the at t ac ks on Car -

t ag ena and Al i csul t e a s we l l a s so me o f t h e J  a- 5 2 n i   i t at t s.ck s on t he r e ar ar e a of

t he ene  r ; r f o r c e s ne ar i Ie,d.r
i d dur i ng t ,'-l e  ri.n

t e r o f 19 3b/ 37 . La t er on , un t i l t h e end

of the Rar, in fact, there were only sporadie attacks (carried out during daylight

h ou r s b y t h e He- 111 u n i t s ) ag ai ns t e ne my h ar bor s , re ar ar  ,  a co   nun i c at i ons l i ne s , et c . ,

a .*  d o nl y a f ew of t  ie s e wer 9 of re.a ? s t r a t eg i c si gn i f i c   .n c e .

Pio c t ur na l l  i. s s i on s

I t i s c l e ar f r o m t}-;e ab ov e t }ia t t h e ex pe r i enc e of t he Co ndo r Leg i o n i n s t r a-

t eg i c ai r o pe r at i on s wa s pr i ma.r i l y i n t h e f i e l d of n i g 'r t mi s s i on s . The Le gi on ' s bom-

be r gr ou p x as t he f i r st t o di s cov er a g ood many of tr e f a c t or s w t  i ch g  t o mak e up

the problems and the prerequisites for su.ccess of nocturnal bomber activity, to deal

wi t h t h es e f ac t o r s on th e s pot , and t o i mpro v e t he t r. adi t i ona l mut ho ds of e mpl oyment

t r r ough cons t a nt ev a l ua t i on a nd at  pl i c at i on of t h e e xp   r i e nc e ga i ned .

9s a result of the Legion's activity in Spain, more and more emphasia was placed

on t he t r s.i n i ng of b omb er cr ews f or ni gh t mi s s i.on s a f t e r 19 38 . Pr i or t o t h i s t i me

i t had happs ned al l t o a o f t en th at Ge rman fl 4  i ng pc;r so r.ne l - -

24 - Von Beust, op. cit., Part G.
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especially the pilots -- who were absolutely reliable far daytirne missions and thus

carried on the unit books e.s
fully capaole of immediate commitment, were completely

u n f i t f o r n i gh t ope r at i o n s . The f au l t , of c o   r s e , l ay vri t h t h e t r a i r  i ng pr o gr am of

t h e s ch oo l s an d i n t he Lu f t waf f e u n i t s , a pr og r am wh i ch t end ed t o av oi d t  ie who l e

pr ob l em of n i gh t f l y i ng a nd c ont en t e d i t ae l f wi t h g i v i ng t h
.e s t ud en t s on e or t wo n i ght

t a•k e - o f f s an d a v er y f ew n zv i g a t i on pr a ct i c e f l i ght s a t ni gh t .

Cr o s s - c ou n t r y f l y i ng , bad - wea t he r f l y i ng , n omb i n g p r a c t i c e , an d pr ac t i c e f l i gh t s

u n der s i mu l a t ed co mba t c on d i t i on s we r e a l l e i t h e r i gn or ed compl e t e l y or s a d l y n e-

gl e c t e d i n t h e n i gh t f l i gh t t r e.i n i n g p r ogr arn.   Tor e ov er , s ome t o p- l ev e l l e ad er s We r e

of t h e opi n i on t h a t t he f a s t b omb er s su ch a s t he He- 111 wer e co mp bt e l y un s .zi t ed t o

n i gh t emp l oymcant f r o m t h e st an dp oi nt of t echn i c a l o p   r at i o n an d t h a t t h ey s h ou l d b e

r e s t r i c t ed - - f or r e a s on s of f l i gi  t s a f e t y - - t o d gy l i gh t ea p l oy me nt .

Th i s s i t ua t i on cha nge d r adi ca l l ;r a f t e r Spa i n . bny c r ew b o ok ed a s f u l l y c ap ab l e

o f empl oy me nt a t t h e f r o n t wa s er.p e c t e d t o ha ve ma.s t e r ed a l l t h e gr ob l ems of n i gh t -

t i me f l y i n ; . I n ac ca r d a n c e wi t h i:h i s new r e qu i r emen t , t he t r a i n i ng of bomb er per -

sonnel rvas corrected and expannded.

Th e mi s s i on s o f t he Ca ndor Leg i on h.a
d pr ov ed b ey ond a d ou b t t h a t t he b omb er s ,

i f t h ey eh ou l d be p r e ve n t e d by i n f e r i or p er f or ma n c e , h eavy en em,y
def e n s e s , or an y

ot h er r ea so n f r om ope r at i ng ov er ene my t e r r i t or y dur i n g• t h e d e.y , c ou l d f u l f i l l t h e i r

mi s s i on s j u s t a s we l l an d j u s t a s su c c e s s f u l l y du r i ng t he n i •  t , p er h ap g eve n wi t h

l e s s d i f f i cu l t y t h e.n du r i ng t h e d ay - - i n any c a s e , a t l ea.s t , wi t h f ewer l os s e s .

Th e b omb er gr o u p of t h e Leg i on wa s t he f i r s t t o d emon s t r a t e t he p os s i b i l i t y of

t h c c on c en t r a t ed empl oyrn en t of b omb er a i r c r a f t du r i n g t    e ni gh t an d t o d ev e l op t hi s

pr i n c i p l e .  
.in

d a.me n t a l l y , i t wa s t he p m c e du r e dev e l op ed i n Sp a i n wh i ch wa s u s ed

du r i ng t h e l ong ne r i od of Ger man ni gh t b ombar drn en t a t t a,ak s on En g l a nd du r i n g 19 40 

4 1 . Thu s , f ou r y ea r s l a t er , i n sp i t e of t h e ch a r  e d c ond i t i on 9 and . t he mor e a dv an c ed

we a pon s t ec hn ®l o gy , t h e e xp er i enc e g,a.i n e d a nd t h e pro c edu r e s d ev e l op ed i n Spa i n

v e .•y
d e f i n i t e l y mad e t h ems e l v e s f e l t .
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A pr er e qu i s i t e f or t r e s uc c e s s f u l empl oy ment o f bc  mber a i r c r r  f t dur i ng t he n i gh t

rvas t he numb e r e,rld l oc a t i on of a i r f i e l ds av ai l   b 12 t o   he u n i t a s Eme rge ncy , j ump--of f ,

or alternate lan.
din ; fields. In addition tc those factors pertaining exclusively to

the ground organization (size and surfacing  of the runways, supply and billetting

f ac i l i t i e s , e t c .
)

, t he f o l l owi ng t a c t i c al f a c t or s wer e of par amoun t i mpor t en c e : di s -

t anc e f ro m t he t ar p,re t ar e a , appr oach r ou t e s ov er f r i end l y an d ene my t er r i t or y , ns.v i -

gat i onal a s pe c t s ,  ; eogr a.ph i ca l l o c at i on of   h e c:mer s r..ncy ai r f i e l d ca nc er ncd   ne ar -

ness to mountains , weather conditions, diatance away from other al.
ternate fields,

r  nd t hi ng s of t.hi s s or t .

I n Spa i n i t wa s a l_reas t ne v er po a si bl e t o mee t al
.
l of t li e s e c ondi t i on s e at i s f ac -

t or i l y i n a c c or danc e a i t h t he v i ews whi c h
,r r e v s.i l ed a t t h at t i me r egar di ng t he o pt i -

mum eonditions for night bomber activity. As a result the bomber vnits learned to

ov er co me t he ob s t ac l es p l a ce d i n t he i r Way a r d t o ge t al ong wi t b i rnpr ov i s ed s o l u t i on s

without jeopardizing thereby the effectiven ess of the mission concerned.

The c r ews l ear ned t o t ake o f f and t o l
.a nd ® a ari.

t h f u l l y l aden a i r cr a f t on r un-

way s t hat wer e t oo nar r ow and t o ge t a l ong wi t hou t t he u su al ob s t ac l e l i ght s and

s i gnal l i gh t s t hey wer e ac c u s t omed t o at  tn e ai r f i e l d s . De s pi t e t he ne ar ne s s t o t h e

h i,gh mount a i n s and t he ex t r emel y l i mi t e d r adi o a nd f l i gh t s af e t y f a c i l i t i e s , b ad-

we a t her f l i gh t s an d l andi ng e had t o be c a r r i e d out . The pr a ct i ce.l knowl edge an d ex-

per i enc e i n t he c ar ry i ng ou t of coi:ce ntr a t ed bomUa rdment mi ss i on s du r i ng t   e ni ght

under the most primitive of conditions stood them in gooc: stead later on. hnd all

t h i s ex pe r i enc e wa s eva l u at ed by Ger nan Luf t waf f e l e ader s and t Z:e n appl i ed i n t h e

pr o g r am
t r ai n i ng   and i n t  :e pl ann i nv of c ommi t ment , s o t h a t i t wa s abl e t o rna ke i t a e l f f e l t

during World War II -- especially during situations  rhich had become critical as a

result of enemy activity and which thus re uired the masterir g of unforeseen diffi-

culties.

I n Spai n t he borab er uni t s b ec ame ac cLSt omed t o -taki ng o f f i n gr ou p s tr engt h

  2 5 - 30 a i r cr af t   wi t h i n about hal f zn hour f ro m a si ngl e a i r f i e l d . Appr o a ch r ou t es
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and a l t i t ude s , t u r n i n g poi n t a, a nd a l l t h e d e t a i  
.s o f t n e a t t a c k i t s e l f wer e c.ar e -

I
fully coordinated in advanee, particularly in regard to timing, and had to be follov-

ed ea a c t l y by ea ch i n di v a.
dn a,l c r ew. l h̀ i a pro c ed ur e , i n p ar t a t 3

.e a st , r e pr e s ent e d

an innovation at that time ; '

 

  „
I
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l a t er on , du r i n  ; J  o r l d 'd7a r I I , i t wa s r e  ;a.r d ed a s t he st s.r.d a r d pr o c edu r e f or t h e a c -

c ompl i s 'r:rn ent of c on c e nt r a t ed noe t u r n a l b omb s,r d men t at t a ck s . Th e b omber g r ou p i n

Sp a i n pr o v ed t:ha t a t.t a c k s of t :-  i s =  i nri , pm vi d ed t h at t   ev wer e we l l pl a nn e d a.n
d we l l

e x e cu t ed , we r e j u st a,s e f   'e c t i ve a s con c er_t r 4 t ed d a;,r t i :ne a t t a c k s .

I n di v i du a l a t t a c k s , or a t t a,ck s s pr e ad over d p er i a d of s ev er a l h ou r s , of t h e

traditional type were soon abandoned in Sna.in, except of course in i;he case of haras-

  i n g a c t i on s su ch a s t h e r ep ea t e d b omb a_r c   en t of a n ene my su p pl y r ou t e or r ep ea t ed a t -

tacks on enemy troops and troop assembly areas. These, in any case, were tactical

t a r g e t s , a n d t r e a t t ac k s on t h em can ha r d l y be c l a s s i f i e d r  s   t r a t egi c a i r o per a t i on s .

Compl e t e ma s t c  r y of i n s t r ume r.t f l i   .
h t a nd a  ct r eme c a.r e i n t h e n avi g a t i o n a l pr e -

pa r r  t i on an d ex e cu t i on of t 'r  e f l i gh t wer e of pa r a !  ou nt i mp or t   ,r c e . The u n i t s a nd t h e

i nd i v i du a l c r ews a er e f or c ed t o exc e l i n t h es e a s p ec t s by t h e di f f i cu ].t c l i ma t i c an d

g eog r a ph i ca l c on d i t i on s , eou p l ed wi t h t he i n s.d equ a t e r a.d i o co mmu n i c a t i on f a c i l i t i e s ;

on t he o t  :   r h a nd , t hi s pr ovi d ed t h F•r  wi t h a g o   d d ea,l of ex c el l c n t pr s c t i c e i n ma s -

t er i n g t he d i i   i cu l t i e s of n i gti   t f l y i ng .

St i s t r u e , of c ou r s e , t ha t t he i n ad e qua e y of r ad i o c orn r.;un i c a t i on f a c i l i t i e s

an d t h e d i f f i cu l.t i e s r e s u l t i n g t     cr e f r om ( t :  e n e ed f or ai r c r d i t - b a s ed d i r e c t i oa f i nd-

i n g , r a d i o b ea con s , l oc a l i z er be ams , et c .
   re r e r ec o`rn i zed and , a l t n ou g h t   .e s i t u a t i on

i n Sp a i n c ou l d n o l on  ; e r b e i mpr ov e d , t h e co n c l  i s i ons dr awn wer a a pp l i e d i n t h e

t r a i n i n   pr o gr : ms i n Ge r man y , t hu s ma k i ng t h e TMs e ?
.ve s f e l t i n  Vor l d 'Aar I 1 .

I n Sp a i n t he nr a ct i c e of s e t t i ng' u p b l i nk e r l i g   t s an d d i r e c t i on a l s ea r ch l i     t s

wa s a d op t e d i n a n a t t emp t t o f a c i l i t at e a er i zl . n uv i ga t i on a.nd t a r ge t l oc a t i on and t o

mark important turning points and the front li
.r.es.

In some cases even, when the

t a r g e t vras b i g en ou gh t o wa r r a.nt i t , i t wa s i l l u mi na t ed b
,y s c ou t a i r c r a f t wh.i ch

released incendiary bombs over it in order to stnrt i'ires.
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As f ar a s 7;h e b on h a z•d men t a t t    ck i t s e l f wa s c on c e r r.e d , p l an n i ng wa s l i mi t e d t o

e s t ab l i 9h i n g a g en e r al l i n e of a t t ac k . I n or d er t o obv i a t e t h e d an ger of c o l l i s i on

i n t h e a i r ( a d a<n g  r whi ch wa s qu i t e ove r r a t ed a t t ha t t i me  
, t h e a l t i t u d e a t wrri ch

e a ch a i r c r a f t wa s t o r e l ea s e i t s bomb s wa s c ar e f u l l y e s t ab l i s h ed and h a d t o b e exa c t -

l y a,dh e r e d t o .

To bEg i n Wi t h i n Sp a i.n , t h er e wa s l i t t l e n e ed f o r el i mi n a t i ng en s  ny d ef en s e s

ov er t h e t a r ge t a r e a. du r i n g t h e n i gh t .  Tev   t h e l e s s , wi t h t i me t h e Cond or Le g i on

ev en g a t h e r ed a. c e r t a i n a mou n t o f exp er i enc e i n t h i s f i e l d , a t Br u n e t e , f or exs r  p l e ,

x h er e t h e en emy an t i a i r c r a f t a r t i l 7.e r y a n d s es r ch l i gti t d e f en s e s wer e h i gh l y c onc en-

trated and thus much more effective than ever before and where encmy night fighter

a i r e r a f t ev en a ppe a.r ed oc ca s i on a l l y .

I n ad d i t i on a good d e al o f exper i enc e wa s  ; a i ne d i n r e s p e c t t o t he l o ad i ng c a.-

p a c i t y o f t h e a i r c r a f t , t he nc ed i or r e s er v e f u e l dur i ng b a d- we a t h e r f l i gh t s , t h e

mo s t ec on omi c a l c r u i s i n g s p e: ed s , e t c . Ce  t a i n s a f e t y f ac t or s , x h i ch b ad b e en a c c ep t -

ed a s ab s ol u t e l y v a l i d pr e v i ou s l y , wer e pr o v ° d t o b e i r r e l ev an t i n pr a c t i c e , Rh e ?̂ e -

a s ot h e r s we r e di s c ov e r e d t o b e i n di s p en s i b ] e a.n
d wer e i r c or por a.t ed h en c ef or t h i n t o

t h e pr i n ci pl e s o f emp l oy me n t .

De s p i t e t h e t e cbn i c al dev e7
_o pmen t s wr i c h ha,d

t a_ Cen p l ac e i n t r e mean t i me , a I l

t h e s c pr i n c i pl es of emp l oy me nt wer e a  ;p l i e d i n s t r a t e  ; i c b omi. e r o p2r a t i on s du r i n g

iNor l d   la r I I . Th e a oc t u r nal b omb ar d-n ,n t a t t a c :. s on t ::e Br   t i sh I s l e s a nd , 1  .t er ,

in the East (on the  orki tank factory, fcr exa.rnp
le) reprPsented only a refined and

mod er n i   ed an p l i c   ,t i on of t h e n i r,h ; b orn  a   d̂ n en t me t :nod s u s ed by t he b omb er gr ou p of

t h e Con d or Leg i on i n Spdi n - - on a l a r  ; er s c a   e , of co   r s e .

Day t i mE  1'  . s s i on s

 iJe a r e n ow r e ady t o ex a mi n e t h e d ey t i me s tr a t e   ,
i c v oiab er mi s s i on s i n Spa i n ,

ti

t h e ex pe r i e n c e ga i n e d du r i ng t h e  n, and t h e e f f ec t s o f t  i i s ex   e r i en c e f or t h e f ut u r e .

Th e  emPl oy rue nt of J u - 52 u n i t s i n d ay t i me a t t a ck s a   a i ii s t we l l.- r r o t e c t ed t a r g e t s i n

t h e   nen ,y
h i n t Er l a nd : o on pr ov e d t n  b e u n e con•   ni a a l a* d wa s t f u s di s con t i nu e d , ex-

c ept i n emz r   En cy si t lxa t i o n s .
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Bu t i t cva s p r e c i s e - y i n t hi s t ype o: e:  l:l oy rnc: n t t  n a t a   :r  ; a t d c a l of v a l u a bl e ex p er -

i enc e wr  s   a i :ied , s i mn l y b e c s,;  s e t h e r e l a t i cn sl i p Ue t  Ne   :i b o:nb er dr_d e n emy a i r d e -

f en s e s s howed u p m? ch mor e c l c  a r l y i n t h e co '1ni t me r t of' t h e J u - 52 , f ar i nf er i or f r om

t l-i e po i n t o f v ? ew of t :  c nn i c a l p ar f or m.an ce , t h  a.n i n t t e c ommi t me nt of t h e l a t e r He-

111 units.

I t wa s r ec o  n.i z ed t;ha t t h e pr er a qu i s i t e f or a su c c e ,:, s
f u a mi s s i on of t h i s k i nd

wa s t he a :  s i     nne n t of a b omb er u.n i t i n .
f
.or mat i on , wh i c     r.e ma i n ed i n f or ma t i o n dur i n g

t h e ap pr o a ch f l i   ht , ov er ene my t e .r r i t or y , dn d ovar t he t a r   e t . On l y i n t h i s way

c ou l d t h e l o s s c s i ni l i c t ed b
.y en e my f i g :  t e:r ai r c r a i ' t b e x ep t wi t h i n a t ol er a b l e l i mi t

and t he a t t ac k i t s e l f have an y pr o s   ec t of s uc c e s s .   s f ar a s t h e J u- 52 u n i t s wer e

c on c er n ed , t he r e wer e 3 go od ma r  f ac t or s wt.i ch md d e i t d i f Fi cu l t f or t h em t o r e ma i n

i n f or  re t i on - - t h e l a e k of i n t er c om   .n d a i r -   o- a i r co mmun i cxt i on f a c i l i t i e s , t h e

l ow d e   ,Tr e e o f r es er v e p ower , t he po or c l i mb i r  ; a b i 7i t y a nd i n a d e qu a t e man euv er ab i l i t y

of t he a i r c r a i t , et c . Thu s , u nd er o a d wea t h er co n di t i on s , f or ex amp l e , i t wa s of t en

a l mo s t i mpo s s i b l e t o   u i d e   . h eav i l y l ad en un i t of J u - 52 ' s ov e r t h F h i   .
h mou n t a i n s

t o t h e i r ; a r Pe t i n c l os e f or rnat i o n ; n ev er t h e l e s s t r i 5 r e: a i ne d t h w   oa l o f a l l u n i t

l e ad er s . Gr a.du m.l
l y t h e b omber c r ews i n Spa i n c a me t o r e   a r d t he ene my a n t i a i r er a f t

a r t i l l e r y f or c e s ( f ar wh i c h a  ;r ou p of a i r c r a f t i n c l os e i or rna.t i on   r ov i d ed a n ex-

t r emel y r ewa r d i n   t a.r   e t , of c ou r s e ) a s a l e s s er ev i l t h a n t h e Red f i   h t er a i r c r a f   .

A c e c ond , no l e s s i *npo r t an t pr Fr e qu i s i t e wa,s t n e p r ov i si on of f i   h t € r a i r c r a f t

t o e s c or t t h e. b amb e r un i t s . Her e , t o o, i t wa s o f t en d i -r: l i c l u t t o f i nd a s ui t a.b l e

r  e an s o f co or di n a t i on . Nei t h e r t h e f i  ;h t er n or t h e bomber pi l o t s ha d h    d vi  r y muc h

exp rience in locatin  rendezvous points at d given time, the fighter aircraft were

nu me r i c a l l y t oo weak t o pr a v i d e e f f t e t i ve pr o t e e t i on , t hc  co m:nu n i c a t i on s f ac i l i t i e s

w :r e poor , and - - f i n a l l y - - t he J u-   2 ' s wer e si mp l y t oo s l ow. Nev er t h e l e s s , an a t -

t empt wa e a l
.v  ay s rna d e t o s e e t he t t he b ombe r s ha d a f ew e s c or t f i   ht e r s t o e.cc oa pa n  

t h e rn, a t l ea s t u n t i l t h ey h ad cr o s s ed t n e l i ne i n t o en emy t er r i t or y ; i f t ?   e t a r t et

l ay c l o3 e t o t h e f r on t l i ne s , t,h e f i   t e r s  ai Erh t ove n be a,b l e t o r emai n wi t li t h e m
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dur i n ; t he bomba r d:nent i t s e l f . I n or der t o s i mpl i f y t ne r ende zv ou s pr ob l em, t he

bomber un i t s v  er E r ou t e d ove r t he f i ght er a i r f i e l ds when ev er we a t he r c ondi t i on s and

di s t an c e f ac t or s ner mi t t e d . Ut herwi
.s e a r end   zv ous r oi

.n
t i n   ri=  ai r.

r G.d
t o b e e s -

t ab l i s he d , but t'or t he r e a s cr.s de t a i l   d : bcv e t h i s Pro c Ed ar e wa s u sua l l y un su c c e s s -

ful.
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Th
.e ne e d f ar. mor e compl e t e f i   h t Ar pr ot PCt i on , f o r ex sampl e by a s er i e s o f f i ght er

units relieving one another in the escort of +he bombers frvm the mornent they entered

enemy territory until they had completed tneir return flight, was clee.rly recognZZed,

bu t cou l d no t be rne t i n v i ew of t   e condi t i on s pre v ai l i ng i n Spai n . Thi s par t i cu l a r

phase of operdtions brou ht no experience of significance.

  s f ar a s t he met ho d o f f i ght er pr at e c t i on i s ca nc er ne d , we mi ght rnent i on that

t he pr o c edur e f o l l owed wa s t he u su a l on e , wi t h t h e f i gh t e r s f l y i ng abov e and s l i gh t l y

behind the bombers.

Af t er 19 37 on l y t he He- 11 1 uni t s wer e e mpl oy ed i n de.y t i me rni s s i ons , and t he pr o-

b l em o f a f i gh t er e s c or t wa s no l on   r so s e r i o-us , no t ev en du r i ng a t t a.cks on s t r a-

tegic targets. Thanks to its speed and airborne armaments, which were at least a

match for the en my figbters, the He-111 -- even in flibht or squadron strength --

c ou l d de f e nd i t ;; e l f su f f i c i en t l y wel l t o d i s pen ge ari t h a.
f i gh t e r e s c or t al t og e t her .

Th i s r e s al t ed i n a sh i f t i n t he ni s s i ons of t
.he Ger rr,a.n

f i  ;h t er s i n Spa i n , whi ch ,

a f t er 1 937 , Wer e e mpl oye d pr i ©ar i l
,y

i n f r e e f i ght er oper at i o na or i n ai r su ppor t ope-

rations for the ground forces.
This developmen t, which may very well have been jus-

tified by the conditions pz:̂evailing in Spain at tha t time, was taken up by the Reich

and a ppl i ed i n such a wdy :.s
t o b e o f t en ur_

f av or abl e , f or th e f o l l owi ng r ea s ona :

a } Ge r man Lu f t waf f e l eader s had co me t o c ons i der tti e bomber e  r s e ( axzd t h e

bomber i n Wdr l d War I I wa s s t i l l t he He- 111 us ed i n Spai n , wi t h a f ew i mpr ov eme n t s ,

or t e Ju-88, wriich was only a little rnore powerful than the Hz-111
} wa9 capable of

oper at i ng de ep i n t he e ne my hi nt er l and wi th ou t a f i gh t er e sc or t . The,y
be l i ev e d t hr  t

a bomber u.n
i t i n c l o s e f or  na t i on vra s wel l ab l e t o def end i t s e l f agai ns t a t t ac k by

enemy fighter aircraft. As a result, durir.g
the years 1935 to 1940, there wae hard-

1y any t r ai ni ng i n c oor di n at i on be twe en borabe r c r er  s and f i gh t er pi   ot a.   s e ar l y as

during the campaign in Poland, and even more during the camp iign in Prance, this --

i n t u rn - - r e su l t ad i n f ar hi g,
h e r l o s s e s f or the bomber uni t s t han woul d o t her wi s e

have been necessary.
The full .scope

of tris error in thinking became apparent in
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Au  ,7u s t 194 0 , dur i n   ; t z:e a1
.r op er a t i o ns aga i n s t r;n g l a nd , wh en t e chn i ca l i n f e r i or i t y

( t h e r an g e of t    e f i ght e r s ) an d i n ad e qa a t F; t r 3 l n i ng  na de i t i mpo s s i bl e f o r t h e Lu f t -

waf f e t o c a r r y ou t t h e n i s s i on s s e t f or i t a r:d w  e n  t h e ]
.o s s e s mou n t ed t o an a I l -

t i me h i gh . Fr om t :-,a t po i nt on , t he Lu f t wa f   e - - a t l ea   t on t h e We s t er n f r o n t - -

c a r r i ed ou t i t s st r at e gi c a i r mi s s i on s on l y u nd   r cov Pr of d as  .n e s s ; i t h a d n o

cho i c e bu t t o r en ou nc e co mpl e t e l y t he one ki n d of mi s s i on wY•:i c h mi ght hav e won t h e

Ba t t l e o f Br i t a i n - - day t i me s t r at e ; i c 3i t s,c k s on t h e en e my h i nt er l an d ( l a t e r d emon -

s t r a t ed i n t h e i r fu 1 1 Pf   ec t i v e ne s s by  ,hF [1S Ai r For c e  
.

b ) Th er e wer e t aro f u nd a.me nt a l mi s s i on s of any f i E;h t er ar m, na me l y t h L pn t e c t i on

o f f r i e n d l y b ombe r un i t s an d t h  d e f e n s e of t  . e h ome ar e a a g a.i n s t en emy ai.r a t t 3ak ,

which were completely relegated to the background in Spain. As a result, these tasks

x er e o f t en n eg l ec t e d or ov er l o ok ed c ompl e t e l y i n s  ,zb s e ;  ae nt t r a i n i n;  pr ogr a IDS an d

commi t me nt t l ann i n g . Th i s f ac t h ad i t s e '̀ f e c t s dur  
_ng '  or l d Wa .r

I I , f i r s t i n t h e

Luftwaffe 's inability to carry out strategia air operations a;ainst the enemy (as

men t i or.ed a b ov e }
, an d s e c ond i n i t s i n a bi l i t y t o pr ov i d e ei' f e c t i v e d e f en s e s f or t h e

home a r e a i n t he f a c e of en e rny b ornba r dme nt .

I t g oe s wi t h ou t s ay i ng , of cc u r s e , t ha t t n e e np l oyrne nt of t h e Cond or Leg i on i n .

Spain proviaed still otl;er experience in tr e field of bomber operations -- for exampls,

t h e c r o s s - c ou r_t r y f l i grit s be t we en Ger ma n y a nd Sna i n i n t he i n i t i a l t r a n sp or t op e r a t -

i on s an d i n s u b 9e qu en t c a ur i er f l i gY t s nr ov i d ed ex c e l l e nt t r a i n i n g f or t h e c r ews wh o

participated. But it is not possible to deal with all these asFects within the

f r amewor k of t h e p r zs e nt st u df .

 Tev e r t h e l e s s   i n su mrnar y i t sh ou l d b e men t i c  n e d t ha t t     e e x p e r i 2 n c e o a i n e d i n

gtrategic bomber employwen t in Spain, and the fax -reaching cffects of this expErience,

mu s t b e r a t e d a s n e a a t i v e r a.
t h e r t h a n p o s i t i v e .

T h ? e x  ue r i e n c e g a i n e d i n n i g h t e m-

g l o y me n t i s p er h a p s an e XCe p t i c n .
Th e r e a l r e a.so n f o r t     i s , of

. c o  .u ' s e , i s s i mp l y

t }i a t t he i d e   . o f s Lr a t e g i c a i r o r e r a t i on s wa u n e v e r d e v e l o p e d i n Spa.
i n b u t a l wa y s

ha d t o t ak e s ec ond pl a e e b ehi nd t he n e ed f a r t a.c t i ca l a i r ope r a t i on s .
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Tac t i c a l 'Bo2nb er >;'Ii s s i orl s

1'h e e   p c. r
i e n c z  ;a i.h F r e d i n   p a i n i :I r r  s ?  c  c t t o t.•: - t y,c

t i c d l e r  p l o y me n t o f

b o mb Lr i.in
i t s i s o f'   a r   .rnc u r!t i  n  ;o r t   n c e , i n r e f,a   •d t a b r  t t. i t s i n t r i r?u i c s i   rn i f i -

c a n c e :an d i t s e i' f e c t s o r   Lh e f "a ti  ; r     ,

I t mu  , t b  : G.
 
.::2:

i t t e d , o ; c o  .i r s e , i   !a t   1       wc u l i a r c o r.d i t i o n s p r   v a i l ? rtg i n t h e

Sp a n i sh t :  e a t Er o f'   ,,   r a t i on s ( t h e l a ci•; o f a r t i l l e r y   .n  i t a n 4. s , t h e ;; t r e r.b
t li r 4 t i o

o f t h  - I'Or c e ;, i riv o l v e d , t  te i
.n a ci e  . u a c y O  ' t  :   • :; u Y l  l y :  rlti C ,r]!!ilUri  i C l.t

i 0 Zl : i ;;  ; :  t  _' IL' S , p t (: .
)

v e r y o f t e n c r e a t e d c r i t i c a l s i t i:.a
t i o n s i n wr,  c r, t r =  Elr o u nd f o r c e s n e e d a d •; n d wa r!t e d

a i r s u p p o r t b
,y

t h e J e r tt :a rl b o  nb t r s . r or a l o n f t i n e t he b o  nb e r s ( J u - 5 2 :in d He - 1 'l l )

we r E, L'rIe o n ] y s u b s t i t ?2t e , or s u p   ,l e r 2  r t , f o r t  l   ri e a v y  x e a o o n s w=_i c h t ' ,  • Va t 7o n a l i s t s

d i d n o t h a v e - - a l t !zo u   ;h i t i s c l   ur ,    I ' c        r a e , t   ; t bo mb    r a i r c r a f 't a r e n e i t h e r

c r e a t e d f or n c>  s .c
t u a l l y :   zi t e d t o t {  i s r o l e .

I cl 1. 1N bC?U1 2" I71 21 ','
(Vo n I !o r e 3    ' s b o iub e r  .i n   t ri   r i r2  r 1   3   a rrd t; ^e  i / t38 i n 1   3   1 3 7  

t n e b o mb  :r s we r e c r. l y o c c a s i o n al l y e m  l o ; e d i n rui s s i o n s d i r e c t l y o v   r t h ,  f r o n t , a n d

t h i s o n 7y wh e n t h e s i t u      i   n c o u l d u u t Le o s̀h e. r wi s e r W:;o l v ed ; d i t e r t YI  :  t a r t u f t a ?

o f y' e n s i v e o n t '    + r.o r i :ne r n f r a n t o n 1 Ap r i l 1 9 3 i , h ow e v e r , t h e s i t ,za t i o n a h a a g e d r a -

d i c h l l y . T   !i s wa 5 n o t t h  : r     s<zl t o f a n y p a r t i c  _a
l a r c r i t ,.

  e a l s i t u a t i o n ; i n s t e a d

t h e o f f  ;n s i v e wa a be,s ed on t       c a r e - u l l     " 1<i r".ne d c oor d _n al: i on o f • a i r end  ;r o _in
d f o r c c s .

T' hu s 1 9 r r i 1 1  37 ms.y
b e v i ewed a ;: t h e b i r t hd   ,T o i' t 'rt   f,r i n ci p l e of t he t a c t i c a l em-

pl oy mer t o f a i r f or c   s wi t :n-i n Ll  r: f r ame•rr   I•k c f  ;r o u r d o    t  r a t i o n s . Th e p;  t t e r n rvh i ch

ch ar a c t e r i 7 ed t }:   c,f i   n s i v e or. t ' :   n o r     r Il  'r    n t f r orr b  .E°i r ?: i n L• t o end wa s r e pea t ed

d  :  .i n : .2 d a - a .i n i n t   <_  f ut u r  ; , b ot h i n a Ua i ri arld i r2 VJor l d  Na r i:I ( pa r t i cu l a r l L,r i n

t h e   a s t d u r i n ;; t  lc u:? r i n d f r r  !n 7
.
 ?  l t r_ 

1   :1  ) :

Gn t     e f i r s t a a;r , j  .  s t b e f o r c t :̂ e   r ot 2r:d f o r c e :: l a u ll c r L. :e i r   .t,t   .c
k , a l l t tii e

a v a i l a .
b l e a i r u n i t s c s.r r    ou t a c o n c en t r : t   d b l ow a E;c i n ;;t t h e e n e rny f or t i f i c a t i o n s

w'-:i c;h a r e t o b l   J J Gl l l  
..e

d :,n t  •:F, :_r   u n d .
'i     i 5 i s i o l l owe d b y a s e r i e s of a t t a c r_s ,

SJ !Il (  t l lll l?S   a l r!  . On   oZ' CI Z   ::   0 21 e n     r y p c c :   =t .  Of r '•; s i
"3

t c r'cCe , ? n   I ly I ' P. i  ' r Ve 5 , Pn e mV

; u p p l y a n d  . r o o 'J .=rs :. e  nb i y =,_r  :;a s i n t  ;e v i c i r!i t ;, . _
t }- F: i' r o n t - - a .

l l t h i s i n
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' I ' l (

c l o s e c o u r d i n a t i o n v  i t     . zc  s d v a n c e o ? t i fi   r o i  n d f o r c e s . Tf_e a d v   ,n
t a, ;e s u f t h i e

a l l - ou t t, a c t i c a l e i ' f or t b ,  •̀ !•ie a i r f c r c e s f or   .ile   ?  u n d t r o c p s a r e o b v i o u s a n d l•Ia v e

b e e n p o i n t e d ou.
t t i t  e a nd t i :̂ e a   ;a i tl ; t :  t ;s i t i s 1>e r '

.  a n s qu i t e n a t u r al t h a t e v e r y

a r my - - a n d t i  i .:, a L p l i e s n o t o n l y t o t h o s  , o f S  . a
i n d nd J e r m  i y - - i mme d i a t e l y a p -

p o i ri t S i t s e l f a,s
t h e nr c  rric t e r _a,r:d c h  unp i o Yi o ? t r;i s n e w   ,

i r i o r c e t a c t i c a n d t h u s

h ws a c e r t   ,
i n a .  to    Ya o f i n f l u e  ic e    n i t s ?- • .r

t  }Nr d =a ve l
_t  IJi ie n t .

A7 t k r t h e n e w t a.c
t i c s   .   d pr OV  a s o 5a t -i s f a c t o r y o n t _l   n o  • t _l e r n f r o n t i n Sp a i n

( t   te u r  =r   .
t i    n s a.   d.

i n s t t h e I r o n Be l t o f 3 i l b 3 o , a   a i n s t 5 a r  t a n d e r , an d s   c3i n s t Gi j o n

we r e c a r r i e d ov.
t a  -•c o r d i n ` t o e x a c t l y t 'r:e s a  ne h r i,   e .r 7 l; , t h   y  rYr e r e  ,- r  r d e d   , 

h a v i n  

SLl CG  SSf ll 1   Y   II ,SS  :d    1+? e x p e -r i r  e r_
t a l 3t   ,,, ,2   ld vt c r <z ` y ;; t a rsa t i c ,  i l y i !n  r o v e d a n d d e -

v e l o p e d .  I o n Ri c l i:  ?  o f e n , w  o o r •i g i n s t e ¢ t ?l e  i d    a , r e :a a,
i n e d i t Q c h a rnp i o n f o r man y

year s to cone.

I n t h e b e :   n n i r_F , o  F c c u .: s e , t h e r e •w   r. +, s t i l i a  . o o d rn a n y d e f i c i e n c i e s t o b e

oi*e r c o : !e a n d i u:p r ov   ;na :?t :, t    b  - :a :  d e ,     ,d t.si Y c un ci i t i   n s ;?T ' V 3.1
1 1 ?:   3   On   ,

t r e n o r t r e r n

1 r o n t i n Sp a i n ,     ?: •  r e t h e Co r:d c r L    Yi ^n a nd i t U Sp a n i s ri a l l i e s c l e e r l ;j h a d a i r s   p e r -

i o r i t ;  , wh r. e i d e a  ! f or  ; 'r; i s . Ab u v e a l l t 11c: a i r i. n i t s h r-;d L•o b e o r i e n t e d i n t h e i r

n ew rn  i s :  i on U an d i n t.h  : r e t  .:
i r e ;r,e n t s t h ey en t a   l ed . Th   b o nb   r f or c e s e s p ec i s. .

l y

wer e u n  zs ed t o n av i   ;a t i n,•; a cc or di n  - t o l andmzr k s } i.d e nt i f y i n , an d h   . t i r.  s ma l l a.n
d

tr ob i l e t d r   e t s , ;.  nd t    :  i i?L t :te c o t r s e of t !- e f x o r t l i r;e i n t c  c a t?s i d ar a t i on . Th e

n aVl E?'dt i 0n YCC4r   1 21 '" t 0 d c?ad r eCSCOri i T .  :1r 1C-; t l.  -y '1dU 1  = ".x nr d dur i ri F: ; t _l   i r t r c.i n   n   ,
  Q SkZ axp ¢n ;  c  •

;  rtd t r t  i r h i
-;

h- a l t  .
t ud

.e   ( a :: ; r oxi    i t e l
.y

1   , U00 f ee t ) wer 4 ca  nj. l e t e l y u s c: l e s s t o t h e

b or, b nr c r ewU 1
.n

i
,
21 ' 3 ?'12 W I111 S c31 o T1   W '̀-

L C h V t :   'y ' r   .
2' G 1 ti   L ?i V :!   V F?d  l Ei d --W G•a t  :  ' r C: r n a Y l   '

,
3 t i UII

p r o b l
-e ni5 . mh e b o  n:  ur s h a,

d t o f l y a c c    r :L n   ,7
t o l a r  d  : a r :k   : ci u r i n   t  : e a p p r o a c h f l i ,; a t

( u su   .
l l

,y a   :i t r  " n c  r t ) a n d mr e r t  ̀  e t a r g e t ; >>     e t ; :ne s t r  e s e f l i
, -h t   h a.

d t o b e d o ?l s

n t P (:' T y 1
.O P a l t i t ,   :: e , •rrh l c  •  i r c r j3r s e d t ?-.f,

d   rt , .c: r   .  ̂d d i   1 i c u   
.
; y i rl ro l v e d .

n c    c r c ws

w   r a e x ;    c t e d t ,  Lu e x t, r •; rr,f  l y  l' 1   •x i -c l e , i n t   ,f  ;   ;_•  r ,  .
t i c rl a f t  l e i r a i r e  °a z t , i n t l: e

r  ',
 
. t?•3 :u  C7f t   . ? :LL" i1i7TTlb -   U ,.

d s ,  :L: d , l Il f ::.C
t , 1     'Vc: T ,'yT

T C' S tl f?Ct .    J r L}-c' .L". 1
1
. 2 , l ll V1 pW

Of t   lt.' m.aT}J   ?" :  1' m1
. •:: Si  J t?S     b "•

f   J V121 u ;' ::' d "a ;  , t ":f: ?' 2 'A:.l .̀1 z•   .r e l
,y

t l me t o d i s CUSS
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t tre or der s i n de t a i l o r t o rnak e c ar ef u l pr ep . r at i on s f ar t,he mi s s i on ; l a s t - mi nut e

c hanGe s i n t he t ar  -;e t ,   h e mi l i t az•y s i t •aa t i or, , and th e c our s    o f t he f r ont wcr e t he

order of t he day , '  he hi }   l y qu a i i f i e d c r.ews   f t '.: e Le  Yi o n ' s bomber gr oug made t he

ne c e s s ar y adj u s t  r,Ant qu i ck l y and pa s s e d t Fle i r f i r s t t e s t , a t h'r un et e , wi t h f l y i  

co l or s . He r e condi t i on s wer e par t i cu l ar l y cli f f i cu l t bc  c au s e t he t a e t i c a l bombar d.ment

mi s s i on9 h«.d
t o be f l own i n t 'r  c f ac e or i 1° avy e nemy «,i r de i e r_s e s a.nd - - f or t he f i r s t

t i me - - i n su ppor t of def en  i v e o pe r a t i o ns r at       r t h an i n c oor d i nat i on wi t h an ad-

v «.nc e on t    e  ;-raund . '

De t « i l e:d Tr eat    +  nt o f t '  e Va r i ous P
.r o b l    r.  s Conne c t ed vri t h t he Ta c t i c a l

r,mul o.y me nt of Bo:  be r For c   s

Tar .. et s ; At t dck an d Boinb- Bel z a s e Ta ct i c s

The ma i.n
t ar g et s i n Spai n wer e en emy empl ac erne r t s i n t h e v i c i ni t y of t he f r ont ,

i dent i f i e d e ne my t r oop a s s embl i e s at ld c ol us n s , and , i ri ca s e s wher e t h er e wa s no po s -

sibility of reco nizing troop activity from the air, smaller villages, wooded areas

or ar e a s ot    er wi ::e 1i    i t ed i n w'ni cn - - a cc o rdi ng t o «.er i a1 r ec onnai s s aa  c e or gr oun d

observation repc_r
ts -- there mi •ht be enemy traops. The last-named tar ets, of

course, were easier to handle and consequently more popular . But in all cases the

t ar g e t s had t o be l o cat ed by l a ndmar k and wi t h t h V hel p o f a ppr opr i 3t e ma   s a.nd

charts, which meant that t le attacking aircraft had to remain at altit ades lower

t he.n
10 , 0 00 f ee t .

If the tar et was to be smothered by bcrnbs, the attacking unit ca ne in in close

f ormat i an and dr opped i t s bombs al l a t onc e ; i f t ! e t ar ge t wa s v er r l ar ,; e or i f i t

was to be a.
ttacked at variou s times and at various points, the bomber unit separated

i nt o g r oups o f about s i a ai r cr af t eac h , ea ch gz'o ap hav i ng be en a s s i gned a c er t a i n

pax t o f t h e t ar ge t f or whi ch -i t wa s i nd epe ndent l y r e s v on s i b l e and whi ch i t a t t acked

repeatedly if neces ary .

Aiming and bornb-releaae activity xas often based more on practical skill and
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ea p er i en c e t h a_n on t h e t ec hn i c al e l f i ca  cy of t he a i mi n g e   u i pmen   , f or t h e l a t t e r

wa s d e s i gn ed f or h i gh e .r a l t i t ud e s r  nd c a.l i br a t e 3 f or a s t e a d ,r a.n
d l ev e l a p   r oa c h

f l i gh t .   f t e r a s h or t t i me , h o•Nev e:•, ev en t?: e t r i a l an d e r r or met h od wa s y i e l di ng

ex c e l  
.e n t r e su l t s .

  h e b omb - l o   d wa s ; e l e c t e d i n a c co r d a : c e wi t h t il e t a r g e t t o b e a t t ack e d .  Ah i l e

ov er t he t ar ge t t h e c r ews c ou l d r ar e l y t e l l how ef f e c t i v e t h e i r• a t t a c   ha d 'ae en ,

vah i c h , of co u r s e , wa s a d ec i d ed d i s a dv an t a -re . ThF  r e i s no d ut!b t , f o r examp l e , t ha t

t h e mor a l e - l i f t i nr , eYf e c t s of a n a t t a ck on t e.r g e t s l oc a t ed n e a r t hP f r o nt l i n e wer e

u s u a l l y gr ea t e r t han i   e ma t e r i a l c  f f e c i,i ve ne s .3. Lv en s o , an i nc r e a s e i n mor e.l e wa s

a l s o a d e c i d ed r e l p t    t h r   .r ou n d t r oop s a   !d p r ov i d ed a b oo s t f or t    ?i r o pe r a t i on s .

En emy Ai r Def en s e s ; Fi   :
?Zt e r Es c a r t s

The c r en of a b omb ?r b e i r.i:, e?  p l oy e  d i n t a.c t i c a l m; s si on s wa s f a c  ad wi t h en -

t i r e l y d i f f a r en t c or_cli t i on s a s r e  •a r d ed ene my a i r d e f e r s e s . l n t t e f i r s t p l a c e , t he

f ac t t h a t i t r ema i ne d ove r ene my t e r r i t or y f or su ch a sh or t t i me - - s ome t i :ne s on l y a.

  !a t t e r o f mi nu t e s - - r e du c ed t h  : c r. az?c e s of su c ce s s f u l ene !ny a i r d e f e n s e a c t i v i t y

and t hu s t  :e pot en t i a l l o s s o f' t ne b ombe r i t s   l f . I n a.dd i t i on , i t h a.d a b e t t e r

c t!a iic e o f e s cap i n g and l a ndi ng, s e.
f e l y i n i t s o•h•n t e r r i t or ;  , ev en i f i t sh ou l d b e

da
 

a g e d by ene my f i r e .

Th e e ne u!y h e avy a n t i ai r cr a f t a r t i l l er y ,   rh i c h i n a ny c a s e wa s ern pl oy e d on l y

i n f oe a l a r e a s ne a r t he f ro n t , h ad l i t t l e c ha nc e Ut su CC2 S5 ag a i n s t a l ow- f l y i n g

an d eon s t a.n t l y mov i n g a i r e r af t u n i t  rhi ch k e pt c ria ng i ng i t s a l t i t u de an d d i r e c t i on .

'  o mak e u p i ar t h i s , t he med i um  ;.nd l i u ra a n t i a i r c r a f t a r t i l l    r y wer e Px t r eme l y

u n pl e a s an t , si nc e a l ow- f l ;!ri ng b omb    r   r e s er.
t e d a. r e l a t i ve l y l a r ge an d s l ow- mov i ng

t ar g e t . 1  -ld i f - -  be c au s e of t h e  Xe a t ?  e r or f or su me o t !- e r r ea s on - - t he b ornbe r s

ha d t o f l y l ower t ?-. e.n
3 , 3  U f ee t ( a s o f t en    pp    n ed  

, t he a n t i a i r c r a f t ma ch i n e -   u n

a.n d r i f l e f i r e of t h e e ne my wa s a v er y r e a l d ::  i   e r . iJnd er t r e s e c i r cur.ls t an c e s , t he

b omb er un i t wa s ex t r e ;ns l y vu l ne r ab l e and wa s  ' or c ed t o man e• iv e r a,b ou t or ev en t o

s ep dr a t e , 7rb i ch , of cou r s e , 1-:a d an s.
dv: r s e e f f ec t on yh a b nmb - r e l ea s e a c cur a cy .
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Later on, in areas with heavy enemy a. atiaircrxft defenses, the close-support aircraft

x er e s ent i n a,h ead o f t he bomber s t o ho l d do wn an t i ai r cr•a f t a z•t i l l e r y f i r e wi t h sma l l

bomb sl and a i r bor n e  ir mr  :r.en t f i r e . i h i s wa 9 done f o r t f  a f i r s t t i rne a t Br unz t e , and

t hi s di v i di an of' l ab or di d m acri t c  r e l i ev c the bomber un i t s .

On s ome af ch e c omb a t s ec t or s t he r e wa s a v ery r esl dang er o f at t ac k by enemy

f i ght er ai r c ra f t si nce t he ?  eds of t e n had t he i r f i gh t er un i t s e i t h er s t an d i ng by i n

th  air over foeal points of action or alerted for immediate action at bases located

near the front lines. 5ti11, the bombers Were usually able to defend themselver  ef-

f e c t i v e l y aga i ns t e newy f i ght er a t t ac lt s f or tl: e s hor t t i  ne t hey sp ent ov er e ne ny t er -

r i t or y , ev e n when t hey o per at zd i n sma l l gro ups o f t hr e e or f our ai
.r cr af t . I n addi t i on

the fact that the bombers spent so little tirae over their targeta made it difficult

f or t he enemy f i g'n t er s t o g et i n c l o s e eno  gh f or @f f e c t i v e a t t ack .

Con s e qu ent l  r, whi l e a f i g>>t er e s co r t wa s al way s de 3i r ab l e and u s ef u l , i t was

not absolutely s, prerequisite
for tne successful accomplishrnent of tactical bomber

o per a t i ons . Of t en e nou   'h t he f i gh t er e s c or t cou l d be di s pen s ed wi t h when we a t her

c ondi t i on s we r e f av or abl e or ene my def e ns e s x e ak , and ; o me t i me s , of c our s e , i t had

t fl be d i s pen s ed   ri t h wh en t li er e wer e s i mpl y no f i gh t er s av ai l ab l e f o r e s cor t du t y .

Or di na r i l y t he r e x a s no di r ec t e sc ort du t y i n Spai n , i . e . wi t Y; t hc f i gh t er s

f l y i ng r i gh t al ong wi t h t he bombe r uni t ; i t wa s su f f i c i en t t o hav e t Y:e f i gr  t e r s

s t e.ndi ng by ov    r t he t a rg e t ar ea du ri ng t he at ta ck so t h  ,t t hey c ou l d x ar d o f f ene m3 

f i g ht er , i f nece s s ar y .

Ex  er i e nce Ga i ne d i n Cambat on t he Te chn i c al Se ct or

The mo 9t i mpor t an t c onc l u   i ons t o be dr awn f r om th e e x i  e r i enc e ga i ned i n t ha

f i e l d o f t e chn i c al f l i    ?t per f or manc e had a l r c ady be en men t i oned i n t he f or e go i ng

a c e oun t . Dur i ng t he t hr e e y e a.r 3 wh i ch t h e Spani s Y  Ci v i l War l a s t ed , i t i s a l e ar t hat

a g aod de al of i n f o r rnat ; on Wa s a c qu i r e d i n re s pe c t t o t :  e bombe r ai r er af t z s s uch - -

their airbarne aruiaments, the typas of bombs employed, the effeotiveness of aiming

devices and radio equipment, etc. a11 this was carefully evaluated by the various
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t echn i c a l of f i c e s a nd t e s t i ng st a t i on s i n Ge r  na ny and t he r e s u l t s , a l r e a dy t e s t ed a nd

approved for  the front, had been incorporated into the training of the bomb®r units

wi t h wh i c h t h e Ger rn a zi L a f t w df f e en t er ed t h e wa r i n 1939 •

Th e   e - 11 1 - - dou b t l e s s qui t e pr ope r l y - - Wa s co n s zd er ed t h e i d ea l b omb er mod e l

for the conditions prevailing at that time (just as the J,a-52 had come ta be recognized

a s t he i d e a l t r a n s po r t   ,i r c r a f t )
. A f ew i  npr ov eme nt s wer e ma d e i n t h e He- 1 1 1- B,

wh i c h h a d b e en empl oy ed i n Sp a i n , r p su l t i n   i n t;h e He- ]
_1

I - F a nd   e - 111- K, wh i c r  wer e

av a i l a b l e b v t h e ou t b r e ak o f Wor l d Wa r I i ; n o b a 3i c ch 3rige s h a d b een made , bu t t n e

mod i f i c a t i
_on s r:a d r e s u l t e d i n be t t e r p e r f o r rn  .nc e , a s f o l l ows :

a } f l i Fh t d a r a t i on r.a d b een r a i s ed f r om t hr e c  t o a r   xi ma t e l y f i v e hour Q by

t h e i n s t a l l a.
t i an o f l ar g er f u e l t an.

  s

b ) b omb - l oa.di n g c a pa c i t y ha d b e en i n c r ea.s ed t   t wo t on s {ma.x i mum l oa d )

c } i n s t a l l a t i on of a t u r r e t wi t h f u 11- f i e l d v i ew a nd ad di t i o n al ma chi n e- gun

stations

d ) i n c r ea s ed s t ab i l i t y of t  :e a i r c r a t t by sh or t en i ng  t h e wi n g s and s t r e n g t h en-

i ng i h e f u s e l a g e and l a n di n g   ea r t o ma ?  e u p f or  t h e a dded f l y i n g we i gla

e ) s   r o n   e r e n g i n e s wi t h b et t   r a l t i t u d e p Rr f o r ma n c e

f ) i n s t s.
l l a t i on o f t  ie Lo t f e 7 c , ex p an s i on an d i mpr ov ement of r adi o e q_ia.

i pmen t

Tog,e
t h e r wi t h t he J u - 88 , t h P H :- 1 11 wa s t o r emai n t he Lu f t wa i' f e   s s t an d a r d

bomb er mod e l u n t i l t he end of
.

t h e war i n 1 94 5 ; t h e f ew mzn o r ch a n ge s e f f e c t e d dur i ng

had

t h e cou.r s e o f t h e   a r a r e i n s i gn i f  
.c an t . On e i d e a wh i ch Lu f t waf f e l ea d er 9  p i c k ed up

a g a i n an d a ga.i n ev er s i nc e Spa i n t ur ne d ou t t o b e a f a l l a cy wi t h n e   at i v e r e su l t s - -

t h e c r ea t i on o f an a l l - pu r  : os e b ombe r e au a l l y s u i t ed t o s t r.a
t e gi c a i r op er a.t i a n s a r.d

to tactical employment. And in tbe last Fir:31yS19, it would seem that there is no

such thing; the result of such expariments is bound to be a hybrid, incapable of

f u l f i l l i ng e i t h er mi s s .  on gr o per l.y .

  x pe r i en c e Gai n e d i n t h e Fi e l d of "̀r a i n i nF-,

Fr o m t h  : v er y b eg i nn i ng i t wa s r ec o ,m
;
.7, t 

d t ha t t h e mo s t i mpor t an t ex p er i emc e
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  a i ned du r i n Y   ne 5    n ; sh Ci v i l vt;ar wa .:, t !;   t w   .ch pe r t a i ned t o t he s t andar d of

t r  : i ni nE w   i ch shoul d be r e  ui r Nd of' bomber cr ews and t o t r,e concept s o? r es.di nes s

f or f r on t combat and cornb,   t pr e  ar edi  es .- .
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o ) C ar r  ri ng out of l ow- l eve 1 a t t ack s ( c l o  e - su ppor t oper at i on s )

.

R   bov e s Onc e t Y e conver s i on of t he f i gh t er un i t s t o t h e Ii e - 1Q9 ( whi ch

 
b egan i n t he spr i ng o f 19 37 and enaom.pa s ae   t wo of t he f i gh t er s qu,adr ons ) had be en

•  

aomp]:et ed, i . e . i n t he f a l l of I:}3'j , s er i al combat wl th th e Red f i ght er s was no
" .

l ong er a prob].em.  

,
g l t hough t li e   ed   o c ca s i ona l l y e+mpl oy ed th e f e  bornbe r s a t t i  e i r di s po aa l

a gp,  .n s t t ar ,ge t s l oc at e d on t he f ront l i n e s , u su a;l l y v i.
t h a s ,t r ong f i gh t er e s c or t ,

t her e  ws s l i t t l e c'hana e o f t he Ger man ,f i ght e,r un i t s   bei n g ab l e t o pr ov i de e f f ec t i v e

d®f ena e s     t nce t h e
 
ger i od be t we en t h   t i   e t he ai r c  raf t obs er va t i on s t at i on s al o ag

t he  #    t r e pc r t ed t he   tpp roa eh of x ed bombe r s e.nd the ac t ual beg i nn i ng of t he at t ack  

amount e d t o no mo re t han.
f i v e t o e i gh t mi nut e s , wh i ch , of cour s e , wa s no t 1©ri   '

eno3xgh t o a1 1oW f or t he f i gh t er s cr arpb l e and sub s e que nt at t   k . Th i.s pr obl em wa s

s ol v s d by t he a s s i game n t of pat r ol gr oups c or s i s t i n g of t wo t o f i v e Ye- I 09 ' s t o ke s p

t he f r o nt s e c t or under aont i nu ous sur  te i l l ane e . Thaa ka t o t h i s s y s t em, i t itf t en hap-

p   ned t ha.t a r e l at i v e l  r ® a 11 gm up .
of   e- 109 ' a wQS abl e t o a t t a c   and s ¢ at t er s '

,
. . . -

Hed: bomb er g roup o n i t s Way t o t h ® f ror  t . I a t h f s r a3r t he Red bomber s  rer e f o r c ed
.,

. , :̀  
ti .  

t o r ®] .e a   e t he i r bomb s ov er t he i r o xri t er r i t or y bef vr e t hey t ur ned t ai ], end h eaded -

back i nt o t he di r ect  .on f rom vrhi ch th ey had come ; t he a.acompanyi ng f i ght e r e di v ed

.- ..
t © a l oW  a,l t i t ude and mads t hei r wa r back t o t hei r base s s  .ngl  !.

..
The Red f i t er f  .ot s r eac t ed i n t he s   ne way even   rh en t h ey appe ar ed ov.er t he  P

S
f ron t i n g r oups o f f i f t y t o ons hundr ed ai r cr a f t i n or der t o demon s tr at e Red a i r '

_

gt r ,e
ng t h .

' .'he demor a l i:z i ng ef f ec t ,s o f t he s up er i or i t y of t he Me- 1 09 wer ® s o  abv i au s t hat

.
 

t hQ Le gi on c omma:nder s eve n de,r e d t o +aimpl oy t h e i r bomber u n.
i.t s i n at t ack s on t he har -

b or of Ba r c ®l ona , s ome n:#ne t y- t wo mi l e s f r om th e f r ont , a s I ong a s t he y .wer e a cc om-

pami ed by an e s c or t o    l  e - 10  '
,s . The Re d f i gri t e r e wer e s ent up at t he appr o s ah of

t he s e un i t e  : bnt
. a s s o on a s t h e y r ea l i z ed t h at t h e f i gh t er e s csor t Xas made u p of

  e- 10 9 ' s , t h ey v e er ed of f ari d r e f us ed t o 1et t h ems e l v e s be eng aged i n a er i a1 comba t .

.  
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1 . 1   

t i ng bomb er an.d
f i gr  t er o per at i o n s i n e a ch par t i cu l a r ac t i on . l hi s pr ob l e rn ha s been

discussed in the foregoing subsection caneernir:g the bo ber forces. It should be

ment i one d h er e br i e f l y t ha t a f i Fh t e r a i r c r a f t such a s t he Me- 1 09- B, wi t h a f l i gh t

duration of eighty-five minutes at the most, was not suited to bomber escort duty.

On the basis of t  e experience gained in Spaiu, the Me-109-D model was soon developed,

wi t h a f l i gh t dur a t i on of 125 mi nu t e s , i n o t he r vror d s t hi r t y   i nu t e s a or e t han i t a

predecessor. As a result of the increase in it;; penetration depth, the Ne-109-D

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

   
^  191 -' '

. "  

ac qui r ed addi t i onal maneuver ab i ].i t y , whi cr  u,a ri e i t mor e ei'f ec t i v e i n Empl oy   ent at

t he f oca l poi nt of ai r d    f en se o per a t i ons a s w  l l a s i n com ni t ment as an e sc or t

f i gr.t er f or t he bowber s or r econna i s .  aac e ai r cr a r t ov er t h e f r an t .

Ta e v i ew p r ev a i i i n r, a    ong Lu .
f t ws,

f f e l e s,d e r s , t o t h :=: ef f e c t t ha t a b ornb er u ni t

f l y i n g i n c l o s e f or mat i on wa s tive l l d bl e t v d ef e nd i t s e l f a  ; ai n s t en er  y f i gh t er a i r -

c r a f t a.nd c ou l d t hiie d i s pen s c  si t h a f i   h t e r e sc or t , wa s n ot su b s t a nt i a t ed b y t h e

exp er ; e ,  c e a f t h c: Ge r mari f i gh t er f or c   s i n Spa i n ; t hi s , un f o r t u na t e l y , wa s not ac-

c ept ed b y Ger ma n a i r l e a d e r s a t i;na t t i me . Th e s i ng l e- s e a t e r f i gh t er. ai r c r a f t ,   ri t h

its restricted radius of ope ation, wds si nplg not suited to strategic air actions.

  s a r e s u l t , Lixf t wa f f e l e 2d er s hlu -r i e d t o dev e l o p a "h eav,y
f i gh t e r " , or " t wi n- eng i ne

f i gh t er " , t h e IV e - 11 0- 8 . Th i s wa s a t a-i n- e r.g i n e ma c   i ne ope r a t ed by a cr ew o f t wo ,

whi ch wa s d ev e l o p pd f i r s t by t h e  Ge x raan Lu f t waf f e . ur i t    a r a di u s o f a e t i on of a Ppr oz -

i ma t e l y 50 0 mi l e s , t he a i r cr a f t wa s at i l l i n p er f e c t i n a nu mb e r of r e sp e c t s . I t

wa s no t empl oy ed dur i n g t l- e Sp an i sh Ci v i l 'y'l a r .

Thu s t h e ex p er i en c e g a i n ed t hr :  :.  h t h e oper a t i on s of t h e Co nd or Leg i on i n

Sp  ti n d i d pr ov i d e an i rn pe t u s f or t h e d ev e l   nrnen t o f a f i   h t er a i r c r a f t mod €1 ca pa bl e

of emp l oyme n t i n s t r a t eg i c a i r a c t i an s .

Re c above: The carrying out of low-level attacks in Spain was assigned

primarily ta the txo close-support squadrons (equipped Wit]-i He-51's) of the J 88,

which will be referred to as "close-support" units hereafter. CloBe-support opera-

tions, hoWever , were not reatricted to the He-51 units, but were also assigned to

t h e o t h e r f i gh t er s qu a.
d r on s ( i  e - 10 9 )  rh en ev er t he mi l i t ar y s i t u a t i on r equ i r ed - -

a nd p er rai t t ed - - t h e e mp l ay  ten t o f f i gh t er ai r c r a.f t i n su ch o per a l:i on s .

y
,.

 p
L
  A
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4)   l os e- Su1 FOr t For ces
27

Th i s b r a.n ch of t h e f l y i ng f or ee s , wh i ch ha d p l a ye d a, s i   n i f i c a r.t r o l e i n

Wor l d Wa r I ( by t h e end of t h e war i n 1 91 8 t h er e we .r e a t o t a l of t hi r t y- n i n e c l o s e -

support squadrons in e istence), was reborn during the Spanish Civil War.

GEr  na n Lu f t wa l'f e l
. ea d er s h ad n ot a c t u a l l y env i s i on ed th e e s t ab l i s hme r t of a

s pe c i a l c l os e - su ppo r t a r m. I n Lu i t wa f f e :' nu a l ( Lu f t waf f en - Dr u c l:v or s chr i f t } No . 16 ,

t h e b a s i c grui d e l i n ES f o r c orr,ma.nd an d co mmi t me nt , no men t i on i s mad e of t h e c on c ept

of "close-support air units"; it is simply stated that all air units are to be

assign ed to support g-round operations if necessary . Following the precepts of Dou-

h e t r e g ar d i ng t h e e i' f i c a.cy of s  :r a t eg i c a.i. r war f a r e , Ger ma n s  i r l ea d er s i gn or ed t h e

f i e l d of ' c l o s e - su pp or t a i r ope r a t i on s du r i ng t ^ e bu i l d- ,  p ner. -i_o
d o f t h e Luf t waf f e .

Th e ope r a t i on s i n Spa i n  ea r k ed t he r eb i r t h of t h e cl os e - su ppor t f or c e . I n t h e

b eg i n n i ng t h i s h a pp en ed qu i t e by c   s+n c e ; si nc e t he f i gh t er a i r c r a.
f t , t h e h e- 51 , pr ov-

ed t o be t a o s l ow s,nd t o o vu l ner a.b l e t o a t t a ck by enemy f i gh t e r s , i t wa s ea pl oy ed i n

l ow- l ev e l a t t a ck s wi t h b omb s and ma ch i ne -   u n f i r e a ga i
.n s t gr ou nd t a r ge t s , pa r t i eu l ar l y

pi n poi n t t a r ge t s wh i c h t h e mor e cu mb er s o me b onb e r s c ou l d n o t l o c a t e a nd h i t s o e t 'f e c -

t i v e l y ,   x t a ga i n s t en emy t r o op mov eme nt s al on  t h e hi g hway s , and ag z i n s t en e my a i r -

f i e l d s . The s e f i gh t e r a t   ck s wer e h i gh l.y su c c e s s i u l . The t ac t i c s ap p l i ed wer e a s

follows:

Tn or d er t o t  e ab l e t o expl o i t t he s  a r pr i ce f ac t or f u l l y , t h e c l o s e- su p por t

p i l o t a - - wh en ev er t er r a i n c ondi
.
t i ons p er mi t t ed - - ap pr oa ch ed a t v er y l ow l ev e l , f ol.-

l owi n g t he cour s e of t h e v al l ey a . Sh or t l  ,r
b e f or e r e a chi ng t    e i r t a r ge t s , t h e y b e gan

t o c l i mb u n t i l t   1e ,y a t t a i n ed a n a l t i t ud e a t 'Nh l c h t hey wer e ab l e t o or.
i en t t h e rn s e l v e s

r e gar d i ng t he t e r r a i n an d t h e po s i t i on of t   e Gne my . Whi l e ha l f t ti;e a t t ac k i n g s qu a -

d r on c a r r.
i ed ou t i t s a t t a c k on t h e a s s i gne d t a r ge t , t h U o t h er h a l f st ood by i n t h e a i r

t o pr o t ec t t h e a t t a:ck er s an d t o r e aonn oi t e r n ew t a r    et s ,
,

  7 - The ma t e r i a l i n t   i s s  zb ae c t i on i s be.s ed on t he f ol l owi n g s ou r c e s :

Von Beu s t , o p . c i t . , Pa r t  i , p ag e 57 ; Par t C, pa €'es 9 2 an d 98
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Vol k mar n , c p . c i t . , r a,  ;e s 8   nd q

" Le   r e rl 3  J
.
8 ^   ' II l   l tl 3̀  '

. 
? 1 [t .

t '.
 
.  J:: c .i 11   T1 ,

li l :' I S 3 t Z V '>?7   c : _l a ch t f l i e    e _r n " ( Le s s on s

Le ar nr d f r ,    il l)  J !  r  1t l  ? :1S -L2"1 : i '   c'1.
  .T  ?  ..

;1, : '._r  1 t 1
. C?n ,°, u .

    t
.
l t r̂

  1 O S ti - J U I  C̀ :1Y' t L' :1 1 t 8
,

1

3 xc   r c  , f
.r o! 7 a s t  :;d   pr   I yr   1 b 1 :  r      c%i 'J .I  .l ,

' i  i,_ l i   azy   i s t or ,y
  o i t h e I:u i t -

w ..
f f e G  r_e r a l a t a i 'f , l a   ..̂, .
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  f t e r : 1dy ]
.
938 , w : .e n t h e en emy Y:a d s e t u p a s t r or. :J   .d we l l - or c;a.n i z ed d e .

f e r  s e

sy s t em o f 20 mm an d   3 mm an t i a i r c:r a f t ;s t i l l ar y r i  *ra b E:h i nd t he fo r wa r d   i n e , t h e

l o s s e s s _ 
f f e r ed by t;h e J er :!a n c l os e - s u p_ or t  ;n i t s wer e  uu z t e :ni   i . Tr,e s e l o s s z S

wou l d c e r t a i n l y l  av e l ,e en mu ch l e s s s e r i ou s i f t h e Con,  a r Le ; i on ha d r 3d a t i t s d i s -

r os a l a n  1I Y' CI'  ]•f t mod e l s Fe c  i f i c a l l y c't Usi gn e d f o r t  i i s :-_i nd of oper a t i on , on e wi t h

s u f r i c i e r:t _
l y s t r  on   ; a r l.;or p l a t i n , t o Tir ov l d e :;:  Tr,c  :ne a s u r   of' pr ot e c t i on a t l e a s t f or

t h e p i l o t a :id t he f u e l t a nk s , f or L1-:e roa j or i t    of l o s s a s we r    du e t o i n j u r ed pi l o t s

and pu n c t ur ed f u cl t dni. s r a t  r e r t  : an t o d a   :a   .e t o a n;, o t  t: yr i:a r t of t 'r. e a i r or a f t .

Th e t wo il    - 51 s o aa.
dr o n s o f t    a J   88 , wi" i c h !  e d r e t a i ne d t h i s a i r c r a f t t y p e i n

k e epi n g wi t n t ;.e i r c l o s e - gu  :por t a s s i   zi  en t s , w Ur e emp l    y e d wi t r   ,  e dt s u e c e s s . I r.

t h e su rr.n!e r o f I gj  : , h o• rc,.v er , one o f t he ::e t wo s !  ua dl o ll s wa s co nv e r  t e d t o t h e P :e - 109 .

Gn sn ex oe .r i :r;en t a.l bs s i s , t h •  f i r s ' . J-a- £  7 ' s    nd  ̀ ' s- 1 23 ' s ( d i v e b oa be r a  i r c r a f t  

wer e t e s t ed by t  lze Le  i on a s c l os e - su ppo r t ai r c r a i t .

  r e i h e r r v o n Ri o Yit h o f e n wa s t h  = d r i v i n     i  ow t  r   e : ii n d t f  e ci e v e l o p ;ne n t o f a c l o s ° -

s ;za p o r t a r m.
By t   e otz:.b r e a l: o f   Vn r   d   r: r I 1 , t h a.n

lc s t   h i rn , C, e r   a.ny h a d a t h E r d i s -

p o s a l o n p c 1 o s F- s    .- p o r t   r c, u p w i t h a t o t a l o f f o r t y a i r c r a f t , zv ;i c h    r o v e d t o b e

o f v e r y  ;r ° a t v a l u e d u r i n   : t h c c a :np ai g n.
i n Fo ? r: r d .   !  r "i n  ; t h e c J u r s e  :  f 1      c a -n ? a i  z i

i n Pu s   i a , t h e  ;Y   s  , wa s e nl ar   ea a g  .r
i n a nd a f:, 

i n . s r a v a s a.s s i gn ed t r:e n c.      mi       oz1

O f C O TTIb     ± l ri r '' Ca ! =' :" y t a 71}C  .

On e i s t e r: p t e a t o a s ::. wr E•. t    e z• t ri e   s t a b l i s t 'i    e n t a n rl e n l a :r   E, !n c  a t o f t ?   e c l o s e -

s u    ;  o r t u n i t s w a a r e a _  l
.
y t,u r n o s e f u l i n v i e w o f t Ue L;zYt w w : f   ,  a s a vrh o l e .

F o r i n

t  1  1   ,.::,
t   n d.

1 V   7.   , 1 1  Wa ,S •1- '
_̂.L

f l  ; : l t e? r t  T!1 ì.   'A"  .1 CYl UT'OVi Ci   C1 t '̀iz .1r . CE S Sr"1T' ;   +E' I ' : O rtC! '  1

a n d ma t e r i e l . I t  
. s

Lr  ;.e , o f e     _  r s e , t    i t.l  . e c a:r,p a i ` n s i n 1'o l <<n d a n d r'   .•a r:c e r o  xl d

 ,r o b a b l
,y

h a v f  b   .=  n w   r_ e v e r: •  i t i. ol ; t t .re c l o s  : - su p   o r t u r: i t s , w      r Ha s a p s.
i n f u l ,  :  c k

o r f i   '?r   x' Ur:l t .̀; w .i .:  I10  . '' Cl  :.Ur l n `" t !:   Oì !' r 8.
t '1 c  11;; ct,V?=  1?1 it J r-i  ;l i: .Ti

d
. , 1 21 t rl?'_ C+l+ti: 1 F

,
;71

i n t l: f    a s t , a .za i n h o c;e  :Li r d    f 'c: rra e o     r a t '_o n  : .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

 
194

•

  ;f  
 - ,,

;yJ
5   Di v e - Bcz nb Wi • F o r c e s

2 g

Pr i mar i l y b e c au s e :  f t he c l o s e cc or di u a   , i on b e t w  e n t h a d i r u n i t s a nd t h e

g r ou nd f a r c e s , t h: Sl e.n
i s h Ci v i l ih's r - - i n add i t i on t o b r i n  i n  : a bou t ;  r  :   i r t h of

t h e c l o s e- s u  : UOr t f or c e s - - a l s o ma r '-=i d t   t, i n t r u d .zc
t i on    f a c omp l e t e l y n    w wF:a   on

i n t lie r i e   d of c1 o :  z:- su  :: ; or t c p   r a t i on s - -  t h    d i v e bomb e r . Th e i d ea of r   l e a s i n  

b omb s f r o m a di v i
.n   ai r c r a f t pr o o r  l y or i   i n  .t ed i n t:-̀,   i;n i t a d a" t a t e s ; i n s.ii y c a s e ,

Ld e t , I a t  :: r t o b e c u=.n   Ch i f:z of t h r  Llzf t wa f  'E   ̀ ec il n i c a l Uf f i c e , br au r;rit i
.
t wi t h h i m

u p in Yii s r :  t u r :i   r o m a v i s ? t t o t  ia t co<<nt r y . L S a i r l ec,d er s h ad ; n v i :;i on e d t h e

e  p l o,y    c nt o f' d  .v e b ornb er s a   a i n s t r.4v a l t   .r      t s . Ud   L p ,  a n u t <: d t h e d evLl opn e r. t of

 ,u cia ai r c r a f t f oz  u :;   aF_   s.i n ;,t v i : voi n t   u n d ;̀i r E; e t s s,;; we l i , d r d v on R be   t h a f en

a r r aa7  ed t o h   v e r   e f i r s t nod e l s , t 3ic   u - i 7 a nd t r e :  s=1 23 , s en t t o Sp a i n f or t ac -

t i c a l
. s.tid

t ec hn i c al t e s t i n  ; . I n t ri e b µ_  i nn i r  ; t    e_r t ac hn i c   l p   r f or ma nc e  xc  s b e l ow

t h e s t   nd a r d :. s ti t a nd , i n add i t i un , t '  e i r h i t t i n   ; a c cu r a cy a r: a i n s t pi n p oi n t t a r ge t a

wa s f 3r Tr o :n a d e qu at e . I t  ra s a t t tl i s no i nt t .s.t t h e av  .r p ower i n g e f f e c t i v   n e s s of

tha 1,1C2.5-lb bomb  vas rCalized.

T?  e J u - Fi7   d s i      r ov ed t o t h e ex t e T  t t ::a t t h e d i v e- vo  r  er f l i   h t of t h e L?  ;i on   s

b omb e r  ; r ou p cc  _ 
l d b e empl o r̀ed ( t og et h e r wi t h t he borab   r s qu 2d r a n s   a.t t h e f r ont on

a nu mb e r a f o c c a s zon s - -   'or t h e f' i r s t t i me on 17 :r'eor u s.r y 19 38 i n t he ba t t l p of

Ter u e l . Gn 9 1d  .Y' c
h 1938 , d ar i n   t h e oFerli nr; pY  . s r; o t ' t  :  e Na t i o na l i st of f en s i v e

a   di n s t t :rle hled i t  ;r r an e a n co a s t , t h e  i i v a- boz  :  m• r' 1 i. _
:zt wa a Prnpl oy ed t o a t t ac k t   e

ene my f r on t l i nra :  nii t 'r. e e ne rry r e s e r v e f or c e :: be i n  ; a s   e r:b l e c:L a t    e l c hi t e and 9 z 1-

ar a . On 1 5 J anu ar y l g 3q , t h e f ].i  rh t   !a na r  ?d t o d e s t r oy t h r e e en Wmy s t eame r s i n t h e

h ar    or o f Ta r r a gon a .

28 _ Tl  e ma t 2r i dl
.

i n t ! i s sub s ?c t i.on i s b« s ed on t.:  e f o l.
l o  i n  s aur c e s :

  eu mel bu r   , o p . c i t . , p a   e s 2U1 , 20  , a -rr l   " 3 .

'f o l kman ri, o p . c i t . , p a J e 11 .

  ' r e i r e r :r vo n 3 au s t , op . ci t . , Par t C, p a.   ' s 9 2 a nd 9  , ;  s we l l a s App end i x

1, I .
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T? le ope r a t i ons i n Spaa.n s er v ed t o demon s t r a t e t he u s ef u l ne s s of a di v e- bomber

f or e e t o e a r r y ou t mi s s i o ns Whi c h c   u l d be ac c ompl i sh e d by t he nor ma l bomb er uni t s

e i t h er no t a t al.
l or wi t h i n  i f f er en t suc c e s s . g s a re s u l t , Ger man Luf t waf f e l eader s

champi oned t he dev el opmPn t of t h i s near f or c e , r nd by t he t i me Wo r l d War I I beg an

a total of nine dive-bomber groups, witn 336 aircraft, were available for employment,

The new Weapon, under the command of von Richthofen , experienced its first spectacu-

l ar su c c e s s dur i ng t he c ampa i gn i n Pol a nd , i n 1y39 , and t he oper at i ons i n Fr anc e , i n

194 0 . The di v e bomber s x e re par t i cu l ar   y ef f e c t i v e i n sh a t t er i ng t he en Qmy f or t i -

fications along the Maginot Lin.e.

The s t a f f i ng and e qu i ppi ng of the di v e- bombe r un i t s , of oour s e , had t o be done

at the expense of the bomber forces.' knd this, in turn, brings ua to the question

whet he r i t mi gh t not ha v e b een bet t e r t o d i spens e wi t h th e e s t ab l i shme nt of a di v e-

bomb er ar m and t o st r e ng t h en t he s t anda rd bomb er arm i ns t e ad . The b iagi not Li n e

wou l d pr obab l y have be cn ov er come eve n v -i t h out t he a s s i s t e,nc e a f t he di v e- bomber

un i t s , and t he mi s s i on s s ubs e que nt l y a s s i gne d t o the m c ou l d pro babl y hav e be en ac -

complished just as eifectively by horizontal bombers. The nine axtra bomber unita

(maki ng a t o t al of t h i r t y - n i ne i n a i l ) whs.ch co u l d hav e be en s et up i ns t e ad of t he

d i v e- bomb  r uni t s an d whi ch cou l d al so ha ve b een us ed i n s t r a t egi c ai r oper a t i o n a

(which the dive-bomber units could not  might have bean of decisive importanoe in

t he Ba t t l e of Br i t a i n .

I n addi t i on t o t he above , t he di v e- bomber pr i nai pl e made de ep i ncur s i ona i nt o

t he t hi nk i ng of Ger cnan a i r l eader s and f i nal l y l e d t o t h.e at t e mpt t o c ombi ne t h e

advantages of horizontal and diving attack in a single aircraft (the Ju-89
)
. The

a t t e mpt t o uni t e t hes e t wo a s pec t s of per f or u a nc e i n one mach i ne wa s ne v er su c c e s a-

f u i ( a s , i nde ed , t he at t empt t o cr e at e an al l - pur po s e d.i r cr di t i s u su al l y a f ai l ur e ) ;

i n s t e ad , i t si mpl y r e s ul t ed i n un c er t ai n t y a s t o t he pr oper me t hod of a t t ac k and

pr obabl y pr ev e nt ed t he dev e l opment of a l on g- r an   e a t r at eg i c bomb er .
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Th e a i r l i f t car r i e d ou t b y t he t went y Ger ;nan Ju- 5 2 ' s s uc c eeded i n br i ngi n g

a t ot al o f 1 3 , 523 t r oop s and 593 , 9 14 l b s o f mi l i t ar ;,  ma t er i e l , i nc l udi ng t h i r t y - s i x

ar t i l l er y pi e c e s an d 1 27 mac   i ne - o ns , f ro m   f r i c a,
t o Spai n - - i n o t her wor ds , t hey

c ar r i ed out an a i r t r an sp or t ope r at i on  nev s r  oe f or e at t empt ed i n such l ar g e s cope .

During the three months of its exi: tence, this airlift provided countless new and

f undame nt a l i t ems o f ex pe r i enc e per t a i ni ng t o t h e a i r t r an s por t ar m of t h e Ger man

Luf twe.f f e .

The air suppl,y operation at Toledo and the cros5-cauntry flights of the courier

and ai r cr a.
f t f e r r y s Rr v i c e s b et we en Spai n e.t d.

Ger mar y ( t he t e chn i c al a s pe c t s o f

which have already been dealt with  also served to point out the potentialities of

this ty,oe of air operation .

Ger rran Lu f tWa1r f e l e ader s d i d not he s i t a t e t o make u s e of al l t hi s ex pe r i enc e

in the build-up of the air transport forces, Nhich was just beginning in 1937. Three

y e ar s l a t er , du .r
i n g t he b eg i nni ng of the of f e ils i v e i n Franc e , t h e new Weapon wa s

empl oy ed f or t h e f i r s t t i rne , wi t h s pe c t acu l ar mi l i t ar y r e su l t s .

The operations of the transport aircraft in Spain had a.lrea
dy provided ample

pr o of of t he si gn i f i c anc e o f ai r t r an s por t ana of t he pot ent i al appl i cat i on of ai r

transport and air supply actions under appropriate circumstances. The units in

Spai n ga t her ed v a l u a'ol e ?nf o rmat i or_ r e g ar di ng t he l oa di ng c apac i t i e s o f t he Ju- 52

a.n
d, later, of the He-111 an d the best possible way to utilize these capacities ef-

f ec t i v e l y i n ai r t r a ns po r t ope r a t i ons . At th e s ame t i me , t he i nd i s pens i b l e pr er e-

qu i s i t e s and ba s i c eo r_
di t i on s nec e s s ar y f or t he sy s t emat i c and su cc e s s f u l ac c om-

plishment of air transport operations were recognized.

g t t hi s poi n t l et u s l i s t t he mo st i mpor t an t i t ems of ex per i enc e whi ch wer e

g ai ned dur i ng mpe r at i ons i
.n

5pa i n , t he co nc lu s i ons f ro m w}  i c h wer e i mme di at e l y pu t

into practice th ere:

29 - Fr e i her r vo n   e us t , op . ci t . , Par t C, pa F,; e s 116 an d 117 .
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a ) I t wa s Ub s.o
l u  , e i v r   c e s s a.r y t   a t t r:e ;  i l o t s b c.  e x r,   r t   i n t h e o _hr r. s t ; o n o f t h ?

h e a v i l y l a d e n a i r cr a l 't i n e v e r ;y  c o n c e i ti •a o   e s :i t taa t i o n . T  : e ,y  ! u s t , a t ' c o ur s e , h a v ¢

h a d e x p e r i e n r e i r .
i n s t z  arn e n t f l i g h t a n d _ n   d d - we u t }  e r .

f l
.y

i nz ,
f
. or i t i s c I r}a r t ha t

i f a t r.e .n s UOr t    i l o t sY  o u l d  r a k e :  s  --r i o : ,  ;z  i s t  ;. ;̀   l n t !, i u r e  , a r d . h e wo  a l d b e e n d a n -

  e r.
i n g a g o o d d   a l mo r e t h a i i t h e p i !    t o f a n v o      F'-?'

t
.Y>>  o f a i r c r a f t .

T h e l o s s e s i n

h .  man l i f e :ai g h t b Ea e x i r e m :l y s    .r
i    l . s .

b ) T}Le e c7ul n[    z'lt af t i  e a i r c r.: 
f t ha d t o be d e s i t; ne d wi t h a v i ew t o s av i nF' a s

mu ch we i   1-: t s.s po s :ai b l e , t hu s p ar mi t t i n g a.  ,;Te a t e r p ay - l os  d .
ì`ni s me a nt : t h e sma.l.

l -

est possible crew number , no radio equi . :nen
t, no air  arnP armaments, very little re-

s e rv e f u e l , and Yio   ar a chu t e s - - v+h en ev er p cs si b l e . On   he o t h er ha nd , i n c a s e oi

n e ed , i t h a d t o b e po s si b l e t o i ns t a l l t he r e qu i r e d eciu i pmen t v  i t h ou t d e l ay .

c} mhe choice of airfields was extremely important; the closer the take-off

bzae was to tha final destir ut:ion, the morL missions could be flown and the  reater

wa s t   e v ol u me of c a r go d el i v e r ed . 1'he t r a.n spt  r t pi l o t s h a d t o l ea r n t o l a nd on

t i ny , pr i :  i t i v e r u nw  ,,y s $nd t o t a   e of f a   a i n i n a cc or ddn c e w i t h ex a c t s c h edu l e s i n

or d er n ot t o j e o par d i z e t h e t i mi ng of t 1  e oi e r   .t i on .

d ) I t •rr  ,s
i mT  e r a t i v e t ha t l oad i n   dr  u n l o  .

di n   ' o i-  r dt i on s b p ca r r i Qd ou t s moo t h -

l y an d q .!
i ck l y b f t r a.i n ed s ou a d s c a pa.bl F o 7' :rand l i n   t 7 e t r oo p s a nd su    i: l i e s t o b 2

l oa de d or u n l oa a ea Ef f i c 7.en t l ;f   .r  3 wi t h ou t a e   ay .

e j Ta c t i c a l p l a ?'in i n t we,s
i n U   r.

t &n t i n c a s e s a
_n  x  !i a   t h a t r a n s r  o r t a i r c r .  f t h a c

.

t o c r o ::, s FI1e 1T'i,1J
t e r _r

i t o r    o r.
i n w'r:i c h e n e n  - a c t i v i t .y wd s a i!t.i c ? p a t e d ; t h i s   a s e s -

p e c i a l l y t
_r ,.1F , c f e o a r s  1, :

.n
t 1, P c a s e c f t r   n s  >a r t f l i  ̂ :   t a t o d e l i v er s u r_p l i e s t o

a,
d v a n c e o r e n c i r c l e d f or c e s . i; nd e r t h e s ? c i r ::u  ,!s t a rl c E3s , : L  c h t r i r_̀ rs a s f l i   ;h t r o tat e ,

f l i g h t a l t   t    d e , f 1 i Lti  t i o r :: a t i c.'11 , t h e i n s t a l l a t ; o n o t' a i r b o r n t. a r ma me a t s , a n d t h e

p r ov i s i o n o f a i' i :  t e '-' e s c o r t h 3 d t o b e >,
i v f  r  d u F, c o r- s i c'  ' r a Li   n b e f mr e t h a a.c

t i o n

concern ed .

i t  ra s d e ;,:.  r  s   r    t wd qu i t c c1    ::r l y t h a t t h e s t a r.d d 'd b om '  f-r u ni t s c ou l d n o t be

ex p e c t e  i t o t a i•:e rsn t h e t a s   u  ' hr ;    i ri i r!t ; a i r t r a n spo r t, i n ciG1r„  1 ?.   .
On t o t i, E.'

]
.r

o t l l e r
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rrhich -- from the point of view of the pilots -- seemed to he an extraordinarily

di f f i cu l t under t alci .ng ; i t o f t en ha ppened i n Spr  i n , and a l s o l a.t e r , dur i ng VPor l d War

II, ths.
t the Nationalists shot at German aircraft. It was also deemed to be very

u s ef u l f or t h e gr ound f or c e s t o hav e s ome i dea o f t he me th od o f a t t a ck and bombar d-

ment a s we ?1 a s o f t he   ene r s.l t a c t i c s emnl o,y ed by t he bomber un i t s .

  'v en mor e ex t e nai v e p a s t he i nf or mat i on wh i ch t h e ai r un i t s We r e ex pe c t ed t o

a.c qu i r e r eg ar di ng t he me t h od of o per a t i o n of t h e v a r i ou s br anc he s o f t he g r ound f or c e s ,

i nf or ma t i on whi c h had pr ev i ou s l y be en of u s e on l y t o thE cl o s e - r ang e a e ri a l r ec onnai s -

sance units.

Dur i ng t hp of f en si v e on t he nor t her n f ront and du r i n ; t h e ba t t l e o f Bru.n et e , a

the

great deal of experience wae acquired in connection with t.actical employment of air .

uni t s and t he pr i nc i pl e s o f co or d i ne.t i on be t we en a i r and g roUn d f or c e s , ex per i enc e '

whi ch wa s appl i ed i m nedi at e l v . Th e  no s t i mpor t ant po i nt s ar e t he f ol l o  ri ng :

a)  henever possible, the cornmanders of the flyin  units were oriented right in

the combat area and  rere urged to re miin on hand to observe the execution and effect-

i v ene s s o f t he r  i r a t t a ci  s c arr i e d ou t .

b ) Al I pl anrii ng a nd pr e par a t i on s , a s we1 1 a s t he i s sua .nc e o f oper at i onal order s ,

on t he x ar t o f hi   ,rher - l ev e l g r my r eadqu'+.r
t e r s wer e c ar r i e d out i n conf er enc e wi t h

Condor Legion representatives.

o}  ir liaison officers wN.re assigned to the 6rmy comm and headqus.r
ters, Where

they could observe for tn
.cmUe

lves -- often from posts located right on the front line

  - -- t h e dev e l o pr  ent of o   e r at i ons on t hz groui d . The c o   a nder o f t h e Condo r Zeg i on ,

or a high-ranking officer authorized to rzpresent him, co ild usually oe found at

t he f o c a]
. pc i nt of o  ?er s.t i on s .

Thi s pro e edur e wa.s ent i r cl y new i n Spt  i n ; l a t e r on ,

du r i ng   or l d 'Nar I I , i t be c a.me s t a.n
dar d prc c edur e , e spe c i a  l l y on t ze   a s t er n f r ont .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

  ?,   '  
,

  ,  !

Q
1   1 T  

-
: C t I ' '

.
f%

. __
1 i 

,
l ! i

_
"
.

; ' 
l

' '  i
-

- `  t `
. .

C '
_
l : i '

.
' i i '

_
C '

_
"
.

,
! . ,

^ j
'_

l-) 1 r i) Tt ' i l •' t l   J t?
j   J r. ' I l

 
f l

- c : l J ' 1  
1   .

1
•. . i 1 iJ

  ;   '1   .,
C D I i

. - _ .
:   1 ' V .    

.. ...
' J L

. . _ .. . . .. . . _
 

_
 ; +1 1 ±

" . .
! t ' 

_ . ,
+

- . , ,
    •

` . _
. .

. .
  ;

. .
) '

.
  _ .

 

_
j   ( : r

.
 

. . 1 .
1r 1

  V Z l   l
t

  i Z
: i r l  

.
  i

Y '7   a
.

L v
t

. . .
_1 r •

. _
  i .

.
  . .   r l  

 
a ' , C

i
r _

.  
'  

.
:   1 ' 1    •

r i
_

 
._

/
.
 
.

1_
1

 
 

, '   `   l
.

  j  
.

. !
l i ` J

} . .
  i  

. J -
 t

_
  '

i
1  .

.
V j

.
' l i r

,
•
.
   

.  
v : : a

 : .
' 1 1

. '̀ 1,J' V
.   r - - 1

.
 

. .  
}
, •'

i   ?Lr , :  
.  ' i (•- r ! ' . ::   C: ,

. - '   :.
C t l

_
' L

.
 
, r

- - - 1•..
C?t

.

-'
 

i i il   t l fl i: i 't   l i a C ::   i ti . : ;   i T'V 1
.
C   ' t 'A :_   v, : t :

.'
' .

' ?1 .:  : ..
1 !1  

. O T."; .T
 •: i-

.'7  . G :`LLI' S '   .
I    '   i 

l r :) Il t i
_
l r l '  

T
.
'
. . ..

1      , _ _ i l ; !-
1 1   , : 'J = ' 7 '_   i, i I i-. _. , ;  .' . i

2
. _.  : c.1

:
. I '  - C t 1 "v 'I ?     -   i

. Cn  :  'L l̀  l t
il C l O t i a Cli.

L
1
.

1 1     ;:   :; 1 . +: ; .
1 . '  

,
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requirernents of the  round forces gradually led to a fundarnental change in the ratio

of st r en g t h ex i s t i i  '  e t wr en t h e L•af t wa f f e and t he Ar L1y , a.n
d t h i s i n ev i t ab l y h a d an

adv er s e Pf f e c t on t h e ov e r a l l d ev e l o pmen t of t  ̀ e Lu f t wa f f e .

S} The Stru  le fvr Air Superiority
3l

 efore we turn to a discussion of this subject, it may be useful to present

a b r i e f s u.m   ar y of t h e ch a r ac t er t i s t i c s of    l e Red a i r f or ce s an d t  h e i r me t h od o f em-

ploymettt.

On th e av era,e, it can be est imated tha t the number of combat aircraft avai lable

to the R eds in Spain was approx imately 200.
lhus, from t: e numerical standpoint, both

s i d e s we r e a b o u t e qu a l ( i . e . t h e it e d a i r f o r c e s o n t he o n e h dn d , a n d t h e c o mb i n e d u n i t s

o f i;h e Co n d o r Le g i on , t     e wa t i o n a l i s t s , an d t l :e I t a l i an s o n t h
.e o t h e r )

.  ̀ 'h e Re d s , h o w-

e v e r , h a d p l a c e d t he rn a i n e mp h a s i s o n f i g h t e r a i r c r a f t , a nd i n t h e b e   i n n i n ,  we r e e v e n

numerically su perior to the l aticnalists in this reapect, while th ey had rat  er neglec-

t e d t h e b omb e r s e c t o r .
T :  i s r a t i o wa s n o t o n l y i :nn o r t a  zt a s f a r a s n u mb e r s we r e c o n -

c e r n e d b u t n s .t u r a l l y a l s o h a d i t s e f' f e c t s o n t h e e q u i p me n t , i;r a i n i n g , a n d e mp l o y rue n t

of the bomber unit s.
The reason for the unequ al ratio betw een fighters and bombers

p r o b a b l y l a y i n t  i e f a c t t h a t t h e c o n s t a n t [  a t i o n a l i s t b o    b e r a t t a , c k s f o r c e d t h e Re d a

t o e mp h a s i z e t h e d e f e n s i v e a s p e c t ; t h e f a c t t h ,  t f i gri t e r p i l o t s c ou l d b e t r a i n e d

 nor e cu i ek l y t h a r. b omb z r c r evcs ma ,y a l s o yiav e  : l a y ed a r ol e .

The twin-enbine bombers used by trie Reds, the Ma.rt
in and the Potez, were far in-

f e r i or i n per f or   ian c e t a t h e Ger ma n He- 111 .

31 - Th e rn a t er i a l i n t;h i s s ub s ec t i on i s ba s ed on } hE f o l l owi n g. s ou-r ce s :

Lt Col Douglas Pitcairn, "Russische Flieger ir  Spamieneinsatz" (Russian Pilots

in spain), 1955

Gene r a l a . D. Gr abman n , "Di e E, r f ahr u n ge n b e i m Ei n s a t z d eu t s ch er Fl i e g er - u n d 1  l ak -

v er b a nd e i n Sp an i e n " (The Eg p er i en c e Ga i n ed du r i ng t hC Empl oymen t of Ger man

Fl y i ng Un i t s and .An t i a i r c r a f t Ar t i l l e r y For c e s i n 5p a i n )
, o.n ex c er pt f r om

Study No. 164, "Die deutsche Luftverteidigung 1933-45"
(German gir Defense

Operations fram 1933 to 1945)

Yolkmann , op. cit.

Yon Beu 9t, op. cit., Fart g, page 34
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r r  ì 3 <%r 7 8 S

t }7 C I r Oil 'L 1 1 2''.  .=5 ]
.
I' .

t U _J   L 1
.
OT! ci   1

. 5   t ':: I ' I ' ?.
t U r j ' . i ' 7' l   i  F; T' i 1 f t !   -'  t  w/ f;" ' f?   IIl   l O  J ti  C  1 23 W:1 Y Cl l n f ;

O f i   1    .
t 1  J :-- L ?,

 
-
l u t

.:
a t  3 C  r e r C   t .' 1C'   n GV r r p . +* r a .

t C  x    .
  ;C OT d l ll  ';

t 0 't r l  ;     r @   'l U
.
n t '   T;e t   ?U l  .

_F  --"
   i

  : '. . ' i +'. I' f.
' - : 'C C a : i :

.
" 1 1   ;'     } p V f? !  (11': T 1 T7. ' t  "!i' j1 1 '   1t   •  . t .  1 0 !i :;l   .i

  t3 tl t '-
C1

  '  'l E' i{   d I
  r

.
° :1[ 1 'c.;

j r L %   .

f o r t !:    f i
.r   ;+, t i ln ;  fa 'u -̂ l ri t   t ,  le n i ; -  : t o f  ; / l ;) .Tu l ;; 1  )    ̀ , c:  .  r i n F'    r.N

i,   .
t; t l   o   L' r  -  rl e t e ,

  1 , + = 1:C1t 7 7:'  ',
b o mi  :_:r   o i ' CL W:  ^ "...'  i__  l  l  i '_'

d ?.1'i ii l:   t 't i f Cli O11    Yi   :I1;J' 3 1 L' f 1  : 1 ('  S
 rn   .n

t
,    L   c i o n ;.

  ` .
1 ' !1 t ' k v C  -,1

1 0 L :..
  1   7J

;
.

'̀ I: .1.
C i j .Yl +_ ( I N L ;i r l i   :  i t   , ] C'   '.   _

: ' :  :   ' = -  ' F.
•̀ r '"    .=

F I ' 1 'l l l . . _
0   . :   C; S

.C1
. .: r 1 t1  7J 1

.  
i   r'   :  ' ;+1 i: : . '-1:7  V+  :"    : r f' :.i

t ?'' ' C 1
. t f  t O :̀  Q 0 Cj - 'Ji i  is   i  'i t•;r   ' C2' j

.
J C  a

f O 1'

a.
C C Ur (  l a   : i

_
: i  V ? :_

' •i ; &]  l r l lii r   0
.
7

n i :; h t e  n r.] a  -,  c:  r1t .

,
•,   ,.:

t l •  a  : i     l d i  : w' 11 c   t r    a c, i r  w   r z rlo v   .- ;
   . _  i ;  l r    c a 2: !"-;: 

i :  :; ' , n c e w  .:;    :,n   .r - , 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

 
  c : - «

 
'    .

1 Tl t '  I   ' S   ?'   ' I
.?

C O C! Tc L11 : :   =  _ .
r ? . .

-
.
.

. .
1t.:   L  :   P l i la i L      

.
  t  _.

"1  : : . . _
! 1

.
`
_

I l i  :?  L•' ! :
.
 :    : •   : ;

.
 i..

i ,i  
- . .

C I'     T>k. I r! -
f

t i nrl   o r• t t ;i i  c ",,:,  •r T._: i   ., .

 i 1"l  -' ,
' I ' O l

_
1 t' i  : :` 2 ' _

;c T! 1 :;   ; t
. _ :i T'1 :1 T1 ;:  

.   i   1       O T!   :1 I '
-

  1'-
=t '.'

Cl ;   _ S.
° I  U T C r • :  Yl   ' ?' i; V

. :
  ' ti r  .

: !t l  
.

    Li   l   ,•

C :1 :  0 7
.
i r 1   .

;J "l'' C  f 1 Y' , : I:
.
I !? !  G          Ll    

t :   _
'1. ..

L !"! I  
.
11  ' i1 :; 1' r:  

-
' i  .

.K! i
.   . , L ' .

?] Li   'N i l O G
.
I ' ;   ?   ;   "

.. T t'. iT. l c' 1 ;;  r  l t   t
r-

, , r • i , . . 
t C  1 T1 i , Ya :; _r i'   , f    ' C fi

. . t i :i   .
Z'+   ;:. 

Z     t ;i   3 t: : . .
T  ::_i'.c'

1   r U 1 i 1 :: .: '_.  

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958
I'T.  ,  .r'r. 

f
'V

.     ̀+
._. . ; - :

- -  . . ;
, .

. •. ; .      _  , , . .
 

2a4 ' - .
`
- .

 
.

.

 

 
i

_ `   O r ' 
.t

. : ^
. , ` - • i .   ,

   

,
he    dg i On   r ®connai s sanc  ai r argf t t o di s cover the Red .

a i r f i e l ds ; a,nd e ren
_

 I
 tf t ar "th

.s  h   d
,
be en di s e a  xar ed, t he   r e s ene e Qf e n "emy ai rc r s,f t w. a s onl y r o r e2y not ed , ,- I

Th e f i gh t er  b  ,s e s :. i xi par t i cu   ar , wer e s o c l ev er l c amouf
-

Y Zag ed t hat t h e LQg i o  sra$
a  t   uri   b1  ao t el.l t he ai r f i e3d, o  'evsn t he g ener al ar e _._ . . a , f rom whi ah th e f i ght er a '. . , -,R+er e ope rat 3  . ]  ir j .  ,g   t he de  e ns e of  6a.dr i d, f or e  amp1e, Legi on c or  a

`
.

nders had no
i de4 ,p }ier   th4 .       

.   -   . , ,  $ed f i g  t e r̀"s v e,  e    aki
_

 of f nnt i l a Leg  ,on f i g  t e r i l o t h _. . .
P

, app:®ned t o
, , .. 4  di ai  s v   r t hat

,
th ey ws  +e .

t   ,:k -   .̀ ,. . ,
3ng'._of f f rom t he ci t y  Y t s el f y f rom t he   n   ,gb,        hi   h

.
' {  r ea  f   om nv  th  t o soti.

t h . The Red,   ,  .  r $ Wer e l   ndi mg at previ ou sl det ermi    ` :  
.

Y ne d a,i r -
f

,i v 
.d

e ; . bu t .•
  h®

s e   e r e  
:  o :rre l i  

.
    rou f l

s;
g

e d
 

t ha t i t  ra s s e l dom os i   - -p s b l  e t o t Q11 f   vm ; ,; - . . .t he s i   Whet her t har e we  e a;Er   raf t park ed t h  r e or not . Thy ..m -    ,V
, , .

aneuv Qrabi l i t y d1s-
. •  .   ;

, p l ay ed
.
 ;b    tih ,e Red f i gh      uni t s i n s bs  f 't i ng f r om on e

.
l andi n f i e l d t

.
    .I

. . _ .
B' o   nvt he r wa s   a-   , 

 

t QUntt,i ng .
f  o    t  Yie con di t ;i o  s pre v   i l i ng  a.

t t hat
.

t i.me .
 

-
fi he .gr  o  t   ,ce of c Z  $ i   g a  r f i e   .d s so f r e que nt l y al ao  had a

. .   def i   t e di sadYan-    . ,

_'

t   Q
.
i    t hat

..
i t

,
i ncr e  s®d t h  ri sk of 3,o s i ng ai r craf t as a r e st  l t f
.

' , o cr a sh l a ndf n,g s ..,   . .
. - ' "  dr i na deqv a ,t . me.i n t enai .

  e ;, .  
, .   .,: _ , _ . . . -  ..

As f ar  a$ .ant i a,  ;rc  ra f t ar t i l l ery x as coneerned, t he Red hi r t erl and - y a ar-t fP ro 

o   r t a#z    t r a t eg i aal l y i mpor t ant poi n t s  au d ar e s s ' - -   a$ pr a ct i cal l Wi t h out3  d ef e ttae   .
' Th e   e q

. a r  rui d Madr i d x a 8 pro t e c t e-d by a s t r•ong be l t o f   .nt i a.i r cr a f t
.

artillery of

a l.i c   .
]
.i b er $ ,

.
r e i nf or c ed by s e3r ,

cb l i gh t e . i n a dd i:t i o n , an t i s i r c r af t ar t i l l e
.

ry units

  w  r   '    a   i an    l  a t t he Ci t y of Guac  a l a
,
j ar a , t he a i r f i e I d at A1 c a.1a de Henar e s  rh `

. , - .
(  ah

  a        Por t   '  supp l y ba s a a s  re l l a s an f   po rt sn t Red f i g i t e r co ncen t.r at i on poi n t } , .  
. ,, . , ai ong t he h i ghway ? e t wee n Val e nc f a and   a dr f d (

.a Pi  tal sup pl y l i ne )
, an'd  ar.ound t h s

.. . .
 ,

harbor a af   ar t ag ena , V  en  i a, Bara e l ona, Mahon (&:' ca)
, an.d 8osas   rh  c'h    r      

.  ̀   ,   e    . pr a -
  :t ,e e t ed by  mod er   ant i a i r cr a f t ar t i l l er y of   6 mm and

.
88   u, a s we 1 1 a e by he avy a

,ri
d

 .  ,gh t sh  .p - ba=s   d
,  aa t i ai r ar af t zr t i l l ery   ,a d s e ar ch l i gh t s . ThQ. Re d heavy at   t   ;ai,r Qr af t

  _ar t i l l   ', hov sv er , f ai l   d t o achi cve ve  r much aucce s s . The t   ,r .g+e t l oc   #ti on ; a.i mii
. . . ,    .. . . , • .   ,  

 in:d f   r i  ri g .
,pi o c edur e s wer e eo p oor , e s pe   i a,l l y at ni gh t ; t h a t ev en t h   ,

  I .vw and
.c  m-

. , .. , . - - .b  ir s  o      'r =      ,'
.
'g ,    a t t h ei r u sual o per a t i ng a l t i t ude of be t we en 6

, 50 0 a  d ];3 , 0 00  f e e t ,
  r®r e

.
   u.

i 't i :  eaf e .     Ev eg t h e H
.a-   g '   ,   h i ah   re r e ex t r ernel y al ow, su f f Qr ed . not  

.
$ s i ' 3:   . ,

 
. . . , . . . .. . - ,
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ZO â S a t t ti; E '  ̂ R n C7.;i U    i t l' (2  "1L' a ti ' y 7  n t ?   1 r C"!" : t ' t  : : ' t 1  
.
1 i •f ,  ;l '.":C e  1. !':;,   ct t t C2' 21=  V 1?r s u C CBE.̀

d -

e d i n s c o r i n   :  d i r e c t h i t
.

Th E Re d 3 11t ?
.t:

l
.?"C1 <, '

.
' t :a r t i l l  : r y s t a t i o :  e d a t t    . e y 'o c a,

i ,  o i n t s o f t   e   ;r o  .ul d ;  c t i o n ,

o fi t h e o t h e r h a n d , i .   •. t î i e 1 i ;,h t   .n
t i a i r c r a f t a r t i l l er y   2 U t o q

-
7 mm c a ? i b e r     zd t h e

ma c h i n e -   a n u n i t s , v; er ? v e r  ,r d e f i n i t e l y a ;: r o b l e m.
Th e ;; e f o r c e s b r o u   ;!it d o wn a g o o d

ma r:,y
Na t i on a l i s t a i r c r a f t Mnd d a ma ra e d ev err mo • e a u r i n   , 

l o v- l ev c l a t t Q.c
:  o ;  e r a t i a n s .

'1' 37e f a c t t h a   t ' t=  c i o s e - s u , i' a r t u n i t s, we r E n l  no :; t s ]
"wr  ;l :: c:  p l c y e d a t l a w a l t i t uli e s

r e s u l t e d i n t h e i r    av i n fJ t h e h i r h e s t r c c o r c :  f l o c  ;    s o r".
' a   l a i r un i t ;, . ?hzr i n  ,r t h c

Na t i on a 1 i s t a.
dv  : n c  : o n Va l e irc i a., a t f;h e e t d  of    ;r i l l y j   , Ke d s .n

t i a i r c r a .
f t a r t i l l e r ; 

o f t e n i n t e r f r r c:d u e r i o a s l
. r wi t h t n r v a t i c; n a l i s t a i r a ;-t a c : : s .

  1 1 i n a l l , d e ;;p i t e t ti-  e i r n 'a l  ;: r i c a l s  a g er i o r i t y o v e r t '
_  e G:; r rnan 3 e - 5 1 f i g h t e r

u n i t   , * i   : P e d a i r f fl r c e s we r e i n f e r i o r t o t }  e Co n a o r L   -  o n i n r a s l-e c t t o l e a d e r -

3 h i p , o t r i k i n   p owe r , 3 n d c t a.n.
d ar d o f t r ai n i t  -  . On c e t i  e Ger j :a ii f i   'n t e r u n i t s r.a d

b e e n e qa i ;rp e d  vi t h t h e c5e - 1 0 9 , Ger man a i r s u P er i c r i t y wa s a s s u r e d f o r t ;l e b d l a.n c e o f

t h e ws,r , a v e n t :- o u ;  h t h e Re d f i z;l  t e r s wer e s t i 1 '
. s u  , e     i o r i n ii .zr  b e r .

  r o rn t h e v wr ;;- o c  F.'i nn i r:  ; of o E>er a t i o n ;; , t h E Con l u r Le::;i o n d ev ot ed i t s a t t en t i on

t o wi n n i r  T t h e s t ? u;.;  l e r or a i r s raper i or i t y , a nd t rli s  ;.  oa l wa s ne ver n eg ? e c t e d i n

s pi t e of a.
l l t i  e o t '  wr mi s s i on s t o b e c   r i   d ou t .

Th e Leg i an ' s a t t hcYcs oti t he  _namy   . i r f o r c e s on t !-   €rr a u n d wer e n ev er pa r t i cu l a_r -

l y s u c c e s : f u l .   s  Ne ha v  : a l r e   ,dy :  en t i one d , t he Red  rr oun d nr  Ta n i za.t __on wa s s k i l l -

f u l l y . amUUf l a €,e
d , v er y si m , l e i n or g an ?z r  t i en , r  nd wi de l y d i s pe r s ad . Trlor eov er , t  r e

Red s War e v e r •y c l ev e r a   ou t t r a n s f c r r i ng t h =i r a i r c r a f t t o a s a f e r pl.a c e wh en ev ar a n

gttack threa,
tPn d.

  s t :ne f o l l uwi n g Ex a mpl e s wi l l s haw, t h c Lwb i on vs,r i e d i t s mc t ho d of .  t t a c k vn

the enemy a.
irfields.

a }   t t ?. e v e r ,v
b e„ i n n i r  , of t }-, e i r emp l oymen t i n Sp ai

._n , t h e Ger man f i gh t er un i t s

 ` na,d t o wa   e a o i   t er a nd c    s t l y st r    bg l e a   a .i n s t t he q aa l i t a t i v e l y su pe r i or en emy

f or c e c . .
i
.n

t ?ze a r ,  a of   ia d r i d a l o n e , Le € i o n p i l o t :, c ou n t e d mo r e t i  a.n
f i f t y mo d e r n
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Fr ench an d 8u s s i an mach i ne a i n t h e a i r a t onc e . And of t en enough f t he Reds mu s t ®r ed

mar e t hax  a hundr ed of t he s e ai r cr a f t ov e r t he c api t a l . Ag ai n and ag ai n t h e x eds

manag e d t o b r e ak t h r ou gh t o at t ac k t he Na t i o na l i s t i nf ant ry t r oops . Ther eu pon t hf

co mmand er o f t h e Cvndor Le gi on or der ed a ma s s ed at t a c k b y a1 1 av a i l alal e bombe r a4ad

f i gh t er uni t a on t he Red f i gh t er b as e s a or t he a s t of Madr i d . The f i r s t a t t a ck s wer e

succ e s s f ul , bu t ve r y s oon t he Re d f i gh t e r s mov e d t o o th er ba s e s , l e av i ng on l y a f ew

a i r cr s  f t a t t he ol d ba s e e - - ari d ev en t he s e f ew ai r cra f t f r e que nt l y move d f r om one

f i e l d t o an o th e r . And wh en ev en t he s e t a ct i c s f ai i e d t o d
.
i 9 cour ag e t he Ger man at -

taEkers, the exemplary Red e pionage service (Which functioned on bvth sidea of the

f rmnt , u t i l i z i ng t h os e communi c at i o n s f ac i l i t i e s at i 11 i n o pe r at i o n ) al way a s uc c ee d-

ed i n x ar ni.ng t h e ene my f i ght er u n i t a vf a co mi ng at t ac k 3n t i me f or t h.em t o t ake t o

t h e ai r and t hu s e s eape de s t ruct i on on t h e g m und . Ger man ai:r eo mmand er s had no al -

t er nat i v e hut t o order n3.g  t a t t a ak s on t he enemy a i r f i e l d s . I t wa s a ga  e o f hi de- and

--s e ek wh i ch l a   t e d f or we ek s an end . The que s t i on of a i r s upr enacy Ra s   nev er de-

dided.

- I t   i s i nc ompr ehen s i bl e t ha t t he t ac t i c of n i ght a t t acks on enea y ai r f i e l ds aras

not empl oy e d mor e f r e qu®nt l y , s i nc e i t reo ul d c er t ai nl y have be en c apabl e of f ur t her

de rel opment . .

b) on 22   ruary 1937 the German bomb r units, assigried to carry out a number

of e,t t a ck s on ene my ai r f i e l d s , bomba rded on e ai r f i e l d ne ar Al c a l a d® II enar e s ( s omQ

thirtetn miles northeast of Madrid ), Xhere twenty-four enemy bombers were parke ,

and a aec ond one , wi t h t Rent y f i gh t er ai r c   af t . Th e bomber mi s ai on ,
f l o  n wi t h an

' e s c or t o.
f Ge rrnan f i gh t er s , wa s hi ghl Y su cc e s s f u l i n bo t h i ns t anc e s .

c ) On t he af t er noon of 1 5   .u gu s t 1 9 37 , dur i ng the vf f ens i v Q ag ai n s t Sant ander ,
 

,
t h+e bombe r aqua dr on s af th e Condor Leg i on a t t a ck ed t he Red ai.r f i e i ds i n th e ar ea of

; Santandsr, accompanied by a German fighter escvrt. Twelve enemy m  hiAes •ere dea-

t r oy ed on t he g  cound . Duri r g t he en s ui ng aer i a l  cvmba t , t hr e e Cur t i s s   and t Ro

Ra'  aa Rer e s hot do  rn .
i
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d ) I n co nn ec t i on vri t h t h ? dec i s i o  } , at 1;he e nd o:r" Nov ember 1  37 , t o d i s cont i nu e

preparations for tre offensive against Catalonia and to preparQ for a battle of de-

c i s i on i n t   e ar e a nor t he a s t o f N[adr i d ,   . gr eat ti e al o f co n si der a t i on x a s g i v en t o

the fact that
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a very atrang Red air foroe (estimated at m.ore

than 104 aircraft) was aBaembl•ed be-

hi nd t he Red f r ont i n Ar ag on , s t at i one d at ai r f i e l d e s ou t h e a s t of Zar agoz a on e i t h er

ai de of t he Ebr o . The e,s a embl e d Nat i ona l i at a i r f or a e ao a s i at ad of s i a t e en bortb  r

un i t s and t hi r t e en f i gb t er un i t s ( al l of s quadr on s t re ng th  
, a t ot al of appr ox l ma t e-

l y 250 & .i r ar e.f t . Th® ai r o f f ens i v e s t ag ed i n pr e par a t i on of t he a t t ack on t he gr ou   .

l a s t ed t hr e s day s , a s f o l l o8 e s

•
On 10 Dec®mber all thQ available German, Spanish , and Italian bomber

f or c e a , t og ®t her  ri t h a f i ght e r e s c or t ,   rer e s e nt up t o at t aak t he enemy a i r -

f i e l ds . Oa l y a f ev of t he bombQr s l oc a t ed t h e fs a s s i gn ed t ar ge t s i n t i me an d

Rer   t hu s ab l e t o s c or e a,t l e a s t aome 8uc c e   s ; t he ma j or i t y arr i v ed t oo l a t e

a s a r e sv.
l t o f t he t o Q=l ong di s t anc e t o be cov er ed or be c au e e of f aul t  r nav i -

g at i on . And wh en t he y -arr i v ed ov er t he ene my a i r f i e l ds a s s i gna d t o t hem, t h  y

found th e® deserted ! The Red boaber unita had already taken to the air, and

  t he 8   d f i gh t er ai r ar   ,f t  at t a cke d th e f i gh t e r e s cor t of the Na t i o nal i s t bombe r

foree -- aeventy Ratas Were s .g
ht®d in the air at on® time.

The Nationaligt

f i gh t e r s wer e urr abl e t o Qng ag e 3.n aer i al co nbat , howev er , s i ne • t h ey d i d not

  hat e eriough f u s l t o r emai n vv ar the t ar get are a any l onger .

• e learned from this miasion -  to begin  rith,o f 2a 8 s ons t o bThRre are a nu®ber  ,•

t h.e c ommand f a not i on and t he ef f eot i   e o oor di r at i o n of su ch a 1 ax g e f or c e wer.e IDade

very diffioult by the fact that.
it  ras ma.de up o  three separate air forces with

e ompl a t e l y d i f f s r en t e qui gment . I n addi t i   n , t he par t i c i pat i ng o.i r c r af t t ook of f

f r om wi de l y di s pe r s ed ba s e s . Th e s t e,ndar d of t ra ,i ni ng wa s no t ad4qua t Q t o t h e t y pe

of mi s s i on i nv ol v ed . Th e s ur pr i. s Q  f ao t or cou l d no t b e g c:g l oi t ed a  f u   l y a s had b ee n

  xi   pa.t e d , and t he r adi u s of a Et i òr  of the Me- 109 ' s wa s eo l i m 
.
t e d t ha t t h ey had

.

to tu n around and head for home  usa as th ey should he.ve
been ongaging in aerial

o ombr  t x i t  i t h e en®my f i g ht er s . Cvmbi n e8. og er a t i on s of th i   k i nd  rQr e nv t u su al

,

i n t he Germat  Luf t waf f   a t t ha t t i   e ; t hey wer e under t ak en onl y by t he Tr ai r i pg
,

.
  } :v i :•s i vn iri t h i t s s pe o  :al l  y s e l ec t e d and ape c i a l l y t r ai ncd per   tonne l .

  -

.
For t he   'ol l ox i ng day , a d i f f er ent t ac t i e had   e   n s e ]

 ec t   d • The bomber
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we r e t o f l y wi t Y ou t a f i   h t e r e s c or t , b omb a r d i ng t ha en er _y a i r f i e l d s f r o m a

h i g_.
h a l t i t  ad e , axid t h e n wi t h dr a wi n   a c r o s 5 t '  e f r un t l i n e . I t Wa s hop ed t h a t

t h e Red f i ght er s •r ou l d t } +_en f o l l ow t _ :c :u i n t o  t h e r a   Te of t h e Ger .na n a r t i a i r -

c r a f t a r t i l 7
.er y  :n  i t s a nd i nt o t   e d.r e a •  h e r e t h e ? Ta.t i o na l i s t f i t;: t a r s war e b e-

i n g h e l d on a l e r t . Th e Red f i  r t e r s , h ovrev er , r ? f  .;:s ed t o ac c ep t t he i Yw i t a t i on

and r emai r e d on t b e i r own s i d e of t h e f r o n t l i ne . Th e b omb wr un i t s wer e mod er a t e-

l y su cc e s s f u l i n t   e i r a t t a ck s a iid r e t u r ne d wi t iiozit anf l os s e s .

Th  <  on l y l e s s on t o be l ea r n ed f r om t h i s p ar t i cu l a r a i s s i on wa s t h e f a l l ac ,y of r a -

l y i n g on a p o t e n t i s.
l d ev e ].op merLt ; t h e Leg i on co u n t e d u po n t h e Red f i :  ht e r s ' r ea c t i n g

i n a way av:.i c h wd.s c e r t a i n l y pos s i b l e b u t n a t a.
f
.or e gon   co n c l u s i on ti y a.ny me an s . I n

t h i s c a s e , t he y h a 1 p en ed t o gu es s wr on g .

The Leg i an t r i ed i t s l u ck f o r t  _e l a s t t i me on 12 Dec e mb er , t h i s t i me wi t : 

s t i 1 1 a n o t h er t d.c
t i c a l   1a n . The Na t i on a l i s t b o nb: r u n i t s wer e t o d r i v e t h e Red

b omb er s a nd f
.i_g

h t e.r s f r oui t h    i r ba s e s i n t o t he a i r and t o ice ep t h em t he r e u nt i l

t h ey ha d no ch v i c e b u t t o l aTld i n or de r t o r e f u e l . ì 'F E momen t t :?e e ne my a i r c r di t

l a,nd ed , t h es• we r e t o b E smo t n er ed by a co nc c  nt r a t ed at t a ek by t h e Sla t i ona l i s t

a i r ` or c es . Th i s t Zme i t wa s t he we a t r;er   r:i i ch u ps e t iva t i o n a l i s t p l a n s ; gr ound

f og a n d s n a •r+ f l ur r i e s r r ev en t ad mos t o f t he lva t i on al i s t a i r c r a:f t f r o rn t ak i n g of f ,

an d t ? ie r e s t r e t ur n ed wi t iti ou t ha  ri z  r  cc amp l i s n ed a ny t hi n g .

Th e t hr ee - d a.y s t r ug   ;l e ag a i n s t i h e Red a i r f o r c e s h ad c o s t a gr e a t d ea l o f e f f or t

on t r e urar t o f t he Na t   on al i s t a i r u n i t s a : d h ad f a i l r d t o   e ad t o any t an g i b l e r e -

su l t . (?n t h e co nt r a r y , t h e Red s h ad d emon s t r a t ed r  d e  ,-r e e of r e s er v e whi.ch wa s en -

tirely unexpected .

e ; Ih ir i n g t h e o f f e n s i v e i n t   e   ' e r u e l - Z a r a   o z a ar e a , w  i c h b e g an o n 9 Ma r c h 1 9   8

a n d wh o s e g o a l wa s a b r e a k t h r     g h t o t h e h'ie d i t e r r a n e a n , a l l a v a i l a b l
.e

Na t i o n a l i s t a i r

u n i t s We r e e mp l o y e d i n a t t a c k s a g a i n s t e n e my e mp l a c e me n t s a nd e n e :ny r e s e r v e f o r c e s

l o c a t e d a l o n   t h e f r e n t . Th e f o l l owi n g d a .y , 1 0 i4La r c h , t     ey c a r r i e d ou t a s u c c e s s f u l

surpr ise a;tack a ainst R ed airfirlJs.
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f   Ihzr i n  t h  : o f f en s i v e i n Cat al oni a , t he t ia t i on e.l i s t ai r uni t s c arr i e d ou t a

caxe ully-pls nned or,er ti  n which was intended to deliver a ser oue blow against the

ked a a.r
f or c e s .   x e cu t i on o   t h i ;; o ner at   on x•a s ent r us   ed t o t h Q f i gh t er g r ou p of

the Condor Le icn. At dawn   n 12 January lj3°,  ,pproxima
taly t}iirty-five Me-109's
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f i gh t er f or c e s t han i n t he bombe r f or ce s , wh i ch ha d a l way s domi na t ad t he pi c t ur e un-

til then , may well have had its origin in the experience of the Condor Legion. ThQ

plans called for a doubling of the strength of both forces, so that by 1 April 1937

the ratio between the txo was no longer one fighter group to three bombzr groups,

.
but rather   one to two

32
.

W e have no overall figures available regarding tne success achieved by the Le-

gi on ' s .
f l y i ng un i t s i n a er i al co u bat ag ai ns t enemy ai r cr a f t . iNe on l y kn ow t hat f r om

the initial appearance of the German air units in 5pain until  1 October 1938 -- in

other words during the first thirteen months of operr tions -- a total of 277 Red

a i r c ra f t wer e br ou ght dox n by t he Ger rnan ur i t s
3 3

.

There is no way of determining Whether this figvre nncludes Red aircraft des-

troyed on the ;round and, if so, to what extent.

The Ge r  aa n ant i ai r c ra f t a r t i l l e ry f or c e s al so co nt r i bu t e d t h e i r s har e t o t h e

.

e s t ab l 3.shment o f a i r super i or i t y . ]h r i ng t hE f i r s t t hi r t e en mont hs of oper at i ons ,

t hey br on g  down a t o t a l of f i f t y - e i   h t enemy a i r cr af t 34
.

It is probabl  that the majority of these aircraft wers doxned by the light

antiaircraft artiilery, employed along the froiit lines against low-flying enemy sir-

craft. As has been pointed out, the Red pilots usuall,y avoided the heavy batteries

by remaining at higher altitudes and very ra.re
ly dared to attack targets in the Na-

t i ona l i s t hi n t er l ar d . I n gene.r a l onl y a bou t hal f t h e an t i a i r cr a,  t a .r
t i l l e ry ba t -

teries of the Legion were employed at the front,   i ]  while the rest xere assigned

t o pr at e c t t he I,eg;i on ' s ai r f i e l ds , whi ch , howev e r , wer e nev e r subj ec t ed t o s er i ou s

attaclc. In view of thsir small numbers, the record scored by the units at the

front is all the more remarkable.

The s y s t emat i e eo or di nat i on of   t i a i r cr a f t ar t i l l er y a nd f i gh t er ai r c r af t

was never attempted in Spain, since the Red air forces never attacked in large units.

32 - Grabmann, op. cit•, Pe.Ses
11 and 12.

33 - yolkmenn, op. cit., pages 20 and 21.

34 - Ibid., Page 21.
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t ook o.
f f f r om t h Ni r b a s e a t Ls. C  a i a , a t t:r:e ma t  t h o f' t h e   br o , f l ew T'a r ou t t o s ea

t ows,r d s t     r n or t r e   .s t ,   . ::«  n i i   ; 
l ow o Ter t,h e wa t e r , an d , when t h   y r ea c !  ed a n o i n t

c a r e f u l l ;,  ur e d e t rJr mi n    d f r o n t ?, e pa i r.   o f   i ew o f c our s e    .  d t i me , v 2er e d o f f t owar d s

t h e we s t i n o r d   r t c  s  ir pr i s e t h e h e d a ; r f i e l d s n e e.r 'L' ar. r a  ,ron a , Reu s , a nd Va l l s wi t h

a l ow- l ev e l a   t   .ck . Th e it a t a Y  r o,  p s t a •  i   i_ed a t R  u s   :d s  
j u st t a k i ng of f a s t he  4e -

10 9 ' s s t   .r t e d t o c a i n a.l t i t u de pr i or t o at t a c k i n r; t h e f i e l d . L̀' :  e Ka t a s , on c e i n t h e

a i r , s c a t t e r ed i n t o a l l d i r e c t ; on  , a ad it a ;   ;ed t o e s c ap t . i  t t h  ; o t ?-,e r t wo f i e l d s ,

h owev er , t    e a t t a c  : s wer e w cornp l et e s ur    r i s e . a s a t t e s t.e l by t i_e bur n   •d- ota t wr eck s

o f t we l v e en emy f i t •  t e r a i r c r s.
f t .

  } On 6 Fe ir u a r ; r 19 39 , s h or t l y b ef o r e t  :c  c on c l.u s i on of t r e c a.mn e i ; n t o l i b e r 3 t e

Ca t a l on i a., t h   f i   ; it er   :r u u p of t  ze Con d or Lt  :  z
.on   ,.  c c :  ed ed i n d e s t r oy i n  t  a l a s t

t wen t y - Uev en " ri8tlly f i   h t er s i n a l   w- l ev e l
.

darrn :, t t.dck on kn   nc r7 r a.
i r f i e l d i n t  ̂.e

v i c i n i t y o _̀'
F i    .  r r a s , i n t hr n Or t !".ea s t e r n cor ne r o f t h e pr ov i n c e .

Ta i s s Uee t a cu l u r su c c e s s vra :> nr oo a.ol y du e n ot on l
,y

t o t  Le   r owi n   ex .  er i en c e of

t h e Le  , i on f i ; '. _t e r a ni t s i n ':h F e xeca t i on a i'   _.c     -: c   :i•a t i c:i  s 't u t a l s o t o t   e d emor a l -

i z ed s t a „? n f t Lc   :3ed    z.
l .  t ;7, - v'r.o  vcr e s o co r.v i nc ed o f i he i r comi n   d e*_  La t t h a t t _h ey

h   ,r d l y r  o t l :t •r zd t o f i  rh t .

Th F t a c t i c s e rn p l o y E: d i n F  3 t a h l i ;,r   i n t a i r u .  p cr i o r i t y by me :.  ..1s o i s . : r i a.
1 c o rnb  , t

a r d i n s t e n e rny a i r c .r a f t h o.
d    l r e a d„r    e e n d e a l t ;  i t  :   a d e qu a t e l y i n t ii e s e c t i o n s o n

 `r 1 F  .̀i
t @I' f o r c e a '   a 22d , i n p ,  .r

t ,
 ̀b o mb e r f o r c n 5  ̀ , S      rH t ll Wr   W  n 2   d ? 1 Ve On l !J Fs

r r i e f su r;  ?̂a     T    f t         x r  e 7•i e n c e     a i n  :d o :: t til-: s c e c t o r :  :  u   t ::;  : f f e c t s o n ;   :e GE, r rc:an

f i t  h t e r a r T .

1
.
)   ,r s- ;  p er i or i t y c a n.r o t b e ac h '__eve d -t y of f Gr s i  r e      e r a t i or s on l y ( i . e .

b • '. - s _.
'
_    -;   1 ,.L  • a e f    n :;i v e o nc, r t  t i    i  s o f    '_  : c z i   h t e r u .n

i t : 
y a i r a   , r::=c K

. v n t
.      ;r, e :n  

r  . ti •,  -
 

a r e of e au a l i r  p or t an c  : i n l,}!i   r e s   e c t .

  l n i r s,    e r z
.or xt  r d a e c, n o t d e r.   :1:  r.? i  _r,s r ; i ;r G.1 t h e : u mL;e r of f i   h t    r a i r  

e r a f t av a i   -  b 1 a , L 21t r a t h    r on t h e   ,u a ,i i t ;r of h :  t r  ma.c    i n   s wY:d cr evr:  .

Tr, c. f ;:3.c
t  a  a.

i, t :  e y e r  r 1   j 7 w     m  r  ..  ,,a  -,,  a __;r e u t Lr 1r1CI   :j.St3 i r  i ,h e L .i f̀ t v  a f f e ' s
,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

 
• '   i

u    
'
•4   _ • •

 
r'

    •   :
,
.•   r • .'

  -'. 'f '- i : . ,
•-
'
•

l f :
 

" :
.

_ ,  ,   I

.
r  

/
    i. . . .

; '
r

 
i i  

 ̀ i [   -" '  

`
i '   3

: . .
   

. i

'   '
f
p ' i '

t
-

 
1 L - 1 '  

•
-

• . i   i ; ••     n .
.

 
!     .

 
:
 

-  
i

,
z
1 +

f

•     C T ;
_
,
 

,
 

•

'

•

i

•

•.  '
.
1
{

 " i • y. -   ,
r

S
: y . .

I

   
.

1 'f   P ..
 
'

,

i r • 
'  

-
• 1 ,  '

, w       i i .< ' 1
J7      , .

_
-

I . .
•

. 
y
  . ./

 
'   i 1 ,   , j r

`  

 
  I

.
 

 

• l   } I  
 

 

,

 
I j

.
:

.   .
. . - a

   
.   w •i .  • .-

 
•

 
  •

 

 
 

•

  -

` _
'   1 _

 
 

• - r   1 .  
. ' . -

,
. . . S

.)

• •

• !

. . .
'

!
.

' -

'

, • • . ,
i •

. . . . •

  C 

:
. a  

 
" •

7

 „(•
YF

'
+

:r. j -

y
=
F

 
'

 

 j
.
'S' •

t '
. J

•
_
r •

`

r 4 r
1

• • • •
.

  • ' •I
_

• ' ' . -I .
l   - !

` '
-

r ' '
t ' .

} •
, .•

i,.Yi , ,,•,
' , ,, '   ; t   )     '  '  erl   #ae b  d  z '   nd' . 

  i     a 't   c nt•o  ' i t e ' F  n' •10  • ri  
.

t h  s - t •'
  i

L
i  

y
•

` r r -
,

  . . . •
-

-

•

  '
r . - „

` - . - • .
   

• '  
' ; .  

'

,
.

_ .
•

-
  , .f

t

 

~
I

 

-

I .   , - i
'

   i y ; `
• ti

'     . .
f

.
, _   . .

-. • :r
•4 •

•
.

 
. .

't l
i

;     -
_ 1

rL .
.

` •
  Y _ i

'
 •,

  "

 
 •

.   -
••

,
i ' . ' - • , `

r 1    
1

 
+

 

'
. r

'i .
  i I - ; '

;
  ' • •

. , •
L •

 
S

. 1
i
•
^

•  
r l

  ' " _
- , +

  -  
 

. . -
,

' ;

` A

l
y

„
 

l   .

;. '   ; .    _ • •- .  `   a b
.  gai.z  ii r g ,

 '    J?a  v   Z   aq  a  Q  bf`   the Go  d  r      
•o
     g 9/ 8d  - raa  

_   •, . . •- •. , S i . • ' . •
-- . ; • r - , . _

. -',̀  - I ,:   • .    •' _• •  .• .. ' : - • • •    

  tr.
y

 
 

, 
    i  d a    

_
=    d3,:z

   d     er , .
a f t     u  .g   g?   ,   .t   'v  •l eia;s   . o 

-bl      i   l s iid of •M  .7.1  a : ''
, .

•   i /  
.

  ,
.  

-
. .

I • '
.

.
,

I

 

_

. . _ .
r

C
  • .

, I , ,
I

1

.

,

 
 

I

. '

/

. . _
•

   
.

t .
. I

•    

^

••
. ' ' 1 '

-
- , : . . ti . .   . . I

 

' ' .  
. I -

. . . .
- . . . ..

 
..r . L .

•
t.

     
'y

  s tr .a'. ,.. "t O
..
 

.
 
:
Z Q

. .',    a a 1 s. . .m  .   .  .   . . _ '   • . .   .i .

 

. - f f
- • , I

,
  f l .   ' . "

'
. I I

'
 
•1

i
- ' •

•
'

a y
, 1

.
' • I

• .
•

' {
/

•  
r

  (
)

•
_

  •
r •  

•   •  
,  

- •

,
y '

• - •
.

T
,

_ `
' 1 •

  .
  :

.
 

. . . I

,

. '
I

•

J . .   -
 

-
• . I ' J .

'
. .   _ .

I•  
.;  '

 
" 

,
J• r '

• w   w  s ; •  v.b       n    e:   ir3  li.• .-   sa        s •    e.
c oaa  a    e  o   - th   Oa  or -.

  =   
I

    r . ,  
   I 

. .   .   ._ i - : i .   -   7 '- -' •   r     '     '
r ` i ! ,

'
. ' ' • .

'     "
  ,

' '
,
'

_.
' . _.. , 

_
   . . i i  

• '
  zt -'

   1   •   oro  i t   •
s a   s i g  er  ,   o     •

t o  h s r  ri   h 3p   :ri   sh a     t
_
i   

.
i    age  i ea'  • . .

.

`  
 

  •
. '   . - 1: = . . ' - y + .   •

.
' ' 1• ' '_  - + _ . : I

. ,
• .

r
-     ; . . , ` . i

'
. • . . ,

•
. . _ ': •

'
i . ' • .

  '• •
", 

  8+  s  '    t  i.  i
-,.e,g   ia  i   s r e  s'     i  

  d
.'
    ad    s r

,a
'   ̀ 4f a  a d  l :  i .r w•

   ,
E+uac  er

"   , , .r ' - . , .   f
.

  •   
, '

' , - . -
, r   . .   , . ` .

4 . _   .
  : ' . ,

,
,• • . . _ ' j  

r
 

 
4 :

' _ :  
. j . .i

- •   5
• .

i . ,•

       
r .

•
,

J
•

•
t  

:
r J

, . a. r t
- .

           '•  •a  o  '  _ `
          b  a

_
t   e  o 

_
  .

  t  r s   i s
_
 ai   v   ',       h   ,  T  v'  :• Heac     ,

 
•
r t iFz  s  

     . •
.

: .
1   i , .

4   '
: . . ,

.
- •

. .
  • r

•
- . .

,

. .

I  •
  • •

. ....
,
//f...",,,

rrr
'   -      ̂  

. .
  1'   : r• ,

l
.

y} I
 

 
 

• ,   .
Y   _ .

" •
i '   ,  

r
i f • l t

.
r

,
f  

 
. • .       '

f  
' . . i

  -
,
j

  '
r

' ' , -   •
.
1r •

- 1 .,.   
'

.
t    " '

  -̀  
   

 
 

 
 ! ' '

 
i ' 

•
'
.
y+   , 

.   
'  '  t   -  •on1  '   tra  ;:           i  o i .

$  a  .q    e r s:
(  i s ci   :Z  i ;v ',naae  s ) .

. _ .     -   - . . : •
-

:
   I ' •n 7 '- • '   l

J 

 

.
, - - . . , , •

. . - - . . , • „ , .
1 .

 
. . - ..   . • .  ,   ; '   . '

   •̀ ' " -
-• . :

• _ :  • rv' f; ' • - ' • I ;̀ •    +  ' ; '
_

i ^ • •  , • _
, , ,  

i i
 

  :
  

•'
 

  c   r 1 l ' " 
.

'
   i

  .•  . ` ,

    ,  ' ,
j
•

' '
.

- r
k.

a y • •  
'   

. . i ;  '  
! ,  : ' 7

 
r _

 
. -

  ; . -
` ,  :. '  Ll i , 

 
• t

 
  'fi    13 ̀   c  '•Cta      8  '     Q  an a'i  4  di   .i t   r  

  t  
rs ,o  tqaa Pde  '    t  

.  ' '{  
1

.  .  
t   r, T .' . .

  '
_ 1 1  

1

5 .  .
Y ° L

`
i       1 • ;  

 
7

;
•,   '  

. 1 S  
'
 

•
.
,

i `
    •

1

- i
'

. .
'

-
I ! •

r
l

.
 :  

y, •
+ .

,
Il l

•
,

 

  + '
 

T
 .  ,. - . 1 = S - •

I
 

i . r " I I  
`

  ' I
. . ,

` • • '
, s I r . . -

 
,. - .  - , • - : I i   •

I 1 i  
  r

    +
 

t I   (\ " , •: '

•

i   . r i 1
I i, .  -̀$   ;

 
:"   i   '

  ' tL  @ r h?  a    C: ' t
  't   3 `  ̀ •a ± l ì   'g '   iq    
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mh i s l i
_a i s on a.c t ?v   z;     a s s omewii :̂ t ;i i   'fi cu l t i n t,   a t or d ,er s f r orn Sa l a man c a

r a q a i r f  d ':  w t t  te r e :1:'   ' s t s f c r :  i.r s c:_ v i c es _'r :.>>:I t he   i x• Co;a  :azid ua ad au ar t e r s an d

f r om t:h e idav a l il e ad ca    r r t e r s h ad t o b e T a s s ed on r  e r az•c.t e l
,y

t o t  ie . c _ie,
dr on ,  ;_ri ch

- - wi t  : t h e f r  w r  i r nr a f t i t h   d ,-:.t i t s ui s r    :, ,  I ( s e  r e?: , on t :   : a      r a   e , i i v e of

w!Ii ch w   r i u c   a 71;  r e s dy t o t 3k    ,  f f i rr:, :e a i   ,t e l y ) - - d i u i  : s b e s t t o f u l  ' i l l a l l

t '.i e r e  ; u e s t s . T: s? c a nt a i n o i' t lit   n w a l a i r s    u.a
cir on !,a.

d t n e r i gh t t o d a c i d e b r. t we en

t wo co n f  .i c t i n  ; mi s s i on s .

A c e r t a i n a rr,ou n t c f d i f f i cu l t  • wa s ex per z elic ed i n  t h z be gi nni n g ,  .u lt i l t h e

Sp a.n i s.h .    en c i es h ad b e corue Qc c  a s t ,>>ued t    t h e i nd ene nd e rlt s t ;   u s of t h e n   ,v a.l s,i r

s qu ad
_r on , a n a l a.i;e r on t h cr e wu.s s ol  e f r i c t i on du e t o di f l 'e r : :n ce s of op i n i o n b e-

t we en t he t wo S i:; i :: i : h d  ;   nc i e s . Th e s q  adr on c a,pt a i n n e ed ed a l l    i s s k i l l   id t a c t

t o ms. •.e d t c i s   on s b   t we en 1: 7c t   o W1t r o,a t j   o  -   .r d i „ i rl.; f r i +  nd ?y y e l a t i on s . 8 f ur -

t h er pr ob l  :,n l ay i n L::<   ̀ ' a c t t h xt ',h e r -  nu c ;; t a s ub mi t t ed 'oy t  l e t wo Sp  n i ; h a    e nc i e s

d i d n o t a l way s c   n 1' or L  t o t    e ;ni l i t a r y r equ i r e !nent s    f t i e s c   .l o,dr on .   'or i n s t a  ,, ce ,

t h e r e wer e a .f t en i mpu l ; i v e r u ^' : r e    ae s t    f mr :  e r :
_a

l
. r    c Urln wl s s a n Ce t o con f i r m cer -

t a i n v a , ' xe r e ? or t s •  ': i c h v e r e obv ; ou s l    un t r  :.a t o b e  °i n v i t h . So   Pt i me s i !  e s e r e -
? G 

qv e s t s w a r e c a rr p ]
_
i e d wi t h s o t h a t s qu a d r o n l e e.

ct e r s c a   i l
.
d c o n f i r m t o t

.
  e :;p d n i a r : s  

t h e i r p r e d i c t i or: c a s t o t h e u n r e l i a b i
. 

i t y o f t ?: E r e p o r t :  w : r e a.c c u r a t e ; l a t e r , t ±  e

s q za d r o Tl s 7Inr l y a Ct e d i n d c, ;le n :i e Tlt l y 1 ?'1   .CCOTG' ati 1Cc? VTl j. f: :1t S o Vlri s 01J_I'CES Of i n f o r iQd -

t i o n . '1' h e 5 r  s .n
i s h 9 i r Ct?    : c a rlc: t     a a clu a , •t e r s k e p t t h e s q  . a

d r o Tt we l l s u p p l i e d wi t h

ma p s , a e r i a l p h o t o g r s.p
h s , :  i t u a t i   n p l :  n   , e t c . ;  

_
t s r e q u t•s t s f o r :. 

i r s e r v i c e s

s o me t i :ne s w e r t s o f d.r , h a we v e r , a s t o c a l l   ' o r t r e b o   !b a r d me n t o f t e l e p h o n e s wi t c l: -

b o a x d s , £o r e x a >  p l e , o r o t h e r s u c h t ar g e t s t o o t r i v i a l t a j u s t i *y   .n a i r a,
t t a c k .

R eau ests such aw these w ere disapproved , o f cour sc, and the flying hours avr,il: b le

t o t h e s q u a,
d r o n p u t t o b e t t e r u s c .

T ^e mi 5s i on s w% i ch  , r ad ua   l y ev ol v e d f or t r  e nav   .1 a i r s ;l   a.dr on wer e t h e f ol l -

owing:

a ) r e c or:n a i s s a n c e o f a nd a t t a c k s on t '.Ie Red f l e e t

b } r e c oruaa i s s an c e o f' dn d  s t t ac ics on   c'd com I,er c i a l s hi p oi ng
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c ) a,
t t a c  s on ene  ny h  .r bor s ar.c  c oa s t a,

l t a r   e t s ( a l s o i n c onj unc t i c n  ri t  

ground operations)

d ) s up pc  r t of t ?: e G  rman nav a l f or c e s dur i r     r e t a,l i a t or ,y ac t i on s .
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T h r wi d e v    r i F  t y o f mi s s i o n s , c ou i  l a c: 'wi t h t }: e n u L~ e r i c a l
-

i il s.
d e  l u a c y o f t h e

s q u d d r o n , r e s  ?.
l t e d i n e x    r e  ne ' y c 4 r    f u l e v  ; l u n t i o r:    f wh i c h c  i . s i orLs we ?"°-

t h e mo s t

i mp o r t a r:t a r d WY!i c  l c : u 1 d b e s t '  ° i u l
-
= i l l F  d e f f e c t ;  Te l  r 'r  i t F! t :  e m4 a n s a t ris  rrd .

T o f u l f i l l a .
l l o f t   :e  i  wy t r, e a       l r ef c c t i v en e s .; wr.  s  :r! i cnt, o s s i b i l i t y f r c m t h e s t a n d -

p o i n t s o f ma t e r i e l    n d t i rne - - t h i : wo a l d h a v e r e c  u i r e d d t l e d s t t 'trr e e t o f o u r t i me s

8 S ma n y a i r c r a f t a S t `?L  ̀  aU     r    21   8 (  d t 1 t S C  1 S t  OS' :.
1 .  ̀ 'rix' s c;lu.a.

d r e n c o121d Il Ot e v e n

c a r r y o u t c o n s   a n    a      i a l r r c .: n _    .
i c s :.  n c e ov e r t    t  c o a s t a l s e c t o r b e t w:_e n Va l e n c i a
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ou t o f t he au e s t i
_on b ec au s e o f th e de f i

_c
i enc i e s o f f;h e  ; r ou nd or g s.n i zat i on ther e ,

pa r t i cu l a r l y i n t er  ns o f n i gh t o per a t i on s .

Re b 
, s,bav e : I n t i  e b e  ; i n ni n  ; th e Sparl i s h ilav y aut hor i z ed e,t t ack 9 on ot h e r

t hs.n Red Span i sh s a ppi n g di s c ov e r ed a i t hi n t he t hr e e- rni l e l i mi t ; l at er , howev er ,

such atta,c
ks xere restricted more and more as protests were received from the ad-

mi r al s of t h e c ount r i e s conc er ne d , wis c h r e f u s ed t o r ec ogn i
_z e t he t hr ee- r  i l e l i mi t

imposed by t:1e Nationa.
lists.

T} ese protests were a source of concern to the Svan-

i s h b].ockade ch i e f an d t o t hc   ,ov ern  nFnt zn Sa l ama.r c a . The bl ockade chi e f r e s er v ed

'     "  e inde endentl i.e. to hold a ves9el found within thet he r i  ;,l t t o dea _ wi t h  c a ., p y ,

e s t ab l i-s
h ed l i wi t or t o r e l e a s e i t , ac cor di ng t o t r:e nat ; o n co nc erned . Th e de l ay

c au s ed by t h e ne ed t o r e que s t per mi s s i on t o a t t ack be f or e t aki ng any ac t i on wa g su.
f -

fivient in some cases to permit the notential victim to escape. In four inatances

t he nav al ai r s q   adr on i
.
t s e l f   ;av e t  l e orde r t v a t t ack , s i nc e t he s hi ps c o ne er ned

wer e obv i ou s l y c s.r r y i n ; c c. n
t r aband and si n c e i t  eo ul d hav e t a ken t o o 1on ; t o obt ai n

p er rni s s i on f r o     Pa.l ma . ?̀'::e s ubs eque nt i nv e s t i.  a t i o na c a.rr i e d ou t by t h e Spani s h

Navy in connection with a steamer whic}i y.xd been atl,KCked and sunk made it abundant-

ly clear that the I ritish dnd French were making ever  reater inrozds into the free-

dom of action of the  en in charge of blcckade activity. Later on no britisx vessel

was gerrnitted.
to be attacxed or even searched, even if it happened to be in a Span-

i s h por t or wi t h i n t he t r r e e- mi l e l i mi t .   s a r a su l t , al l v e s s e l s , no ma t t er wha t

t he i r nat i ona.l i t y , be gstn t o di s   l a ;  t h e 3r i t i sh f l ag , and t he del i v ery of war mat -

eriel and food supplies to Red aeaports flourished as never before. The imposing

of a blocke.
de and the Warning that mines Nvuld be laid were theoretical daterrents

on l y ; i n pr a c t i c e t he Br i t i ah sh i p s , wh i ch pro b abl y kn eW v ery rve l l t he l o c at i on of

t he f ew mi ne s whi ch had r  c t u a l l ;  be en pl an t e d , cont i nue d t o s z i l i n and out of t he

Red seaportg unhindered. The French oce3n traffic between i  iarseille a n
d Spain

di d   aa®  dr op o f f sfl me rha t , bu t t o maKe u r f or i t s u pp l y de l i v er i e B zc r o s s t he

I'rench border increased day by day .
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I n v i ea of t h e r a l.a t i an s b e t we en Fr a..  ce und t he Sp an i s h Red s an d t h e i n e f f i ca cy of

t h e r e s t r i c t i on s i n p   s ed by t _h e 1 ' a t i o n a l i s t s , t hEr e wa s v e r   l i t t l e ch an c e of d i s -

rupting the Red supply linc s effectivr ly .

Re c )
, ab ov e s As t h e di f f i

.c a i t i e s men t i on ed i n t h c pr ec ed i r.g par a   ;r a ph d e-

veloped, the attacks on Red port  
.ns

tallations were s.
lso subjected to increasing

r e s t r i c t i o n s . No a t t d ck c ou l d be c ar r i e d ou t a s l on g a s   r i t i sh sh i p s we r e u n l oa d-

ing or  ritish military vessels happened to be in thca harbor concerned. Oceasion-

a11y, attacke on specific ports were banr_ed during per ods when it was known t;t;at

ships were entering or leaving +he harbor.

The r e wer ¢ no r e g t r i c t i on s i u  po s ed oi  a t t a c k s a aa i n s t t e,r g e t s a l on g t h e co a s t .

I n add i t i on t o t h e ma t e r i a l d PS :r uc t i on t    Py c au s ed i n t h e e ne my r e ar a r e a s n d t o

t h e i r d ev a s t a t i n g ef f e c t s on ene my mo r a l e , t h e s e at t a ck s we r e h i gh l y su c c e s s f u l i n

t h a t t h e en emy sh i f t ed mc r e 3r  mor e :  f h i s e.nt i a i r c r a f t d e f en s e f or c e s t o t h e c oa s t -

a l a r e a s , f or c e s  rhi ch c ou l d ha v e b e en p .z
t t o v e r y good u s e a l or.g t h e i n l a n d f r ont s .

Th e ma,i n t a r g e t of t    e s e a t t a c k a wa s t he r a i l vray d epot a t Por t Bou , t h e ch a nn e l by

which the French supply shipments entered Spai.n .
In a,

ddition attacks were also

c a r r i ed ou t on r a i l and h i  ~h way sy s t ems ,    r i d g e s , e t c . Th e ope r a t i on s e.g a i n s t r a i l

and highway facilities in the region betrreen ^ortosa and Sa unto were carried out

i n conn e c t i on wi t h t h a s t a r t o f t h e o f f en s i v e on t   a   ro un d ; t h e i r pu r p o s e wa s t o

d e c ei v p t h e enemy a s r eg ar d ed t hP di r e c t i o n i n w ii ch t h e o f f e ns i v e wa s t u d ev e l op

an d t o Qak e i t d i f f i aa l t f or t :  e ene m;,r t o u t i l i ze t h e s e f a c i l i t i e s f or t t  e t r an s p or t

of t r oop s an d equ i p me n t t o t h e n o r t h or so u t  i .

Ge n er a.l ob e r s t a . D. J aen ec  : e d e s c r i b e s t he o per a t i o n s o f t h e n av a l a i r s qu adr on

a g a i n s t en emy r a i l f ac i l i t i e s a s f o l
.
l or  s :

"The success achieved by  he naval sir squadron was uncanny. As I saW With

my own ey e s , t he r e wa s ha r d l y a r a i l  ra v ;; t a t i on a l ong t h e I  ar c e l on a- Va l en c i a l i n e

where there wa.sn
't at least one wrecked am:nunition train  surrounded by mountaina

of b u r ned - ou t sh e l l s a n d c dr t r i dge s . Tr ft l y a r. i mpr e s s i v e s i gh t .
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and   egr ou pe d t ne i r an t i ai r cr af t ar t i l l ery co n st arlt l y i n an e f f or t t o Rar d of f t he s e

dev a s t at i ng at t acks , but apar t f rom one or t wc  di r ec t h i t s t hey rver e no t par t i cul ar l y

successful. There is no doubt that the German naval squadron pilots had discovered

t he s e cr e t of an oper a t i o na l me t hod  rhi c h t  a s da nge r ou s - - de c i s i v e l y dan g er ou s , i n

f a c t - - t o t he t  eds .

Oac a s i ox:a l l y t he o t h er Le gi on un i t $ had t r i e d ou t t he me t h od of at t ac ki n g t he

longer-dietance ra.
il lines in a.n attempt to damage the locomotives of moving trains

s o badl y t hat al l r ai l t r a f f i c c ame t o a. st ands t i l l . Se i demann , a s T r eme mbe r , vra s

a past master at this evrt of operation . But th®ae were mere pinpricks in comparison

with the successes scored by the navaZ .a
ir sguadron."

Re d )
, abov e : The ri a v al ai r s quadr on wa s never c a,l

l ed upon t o s uppor t t he Ger man

nav al f or c e s i n r e t al i a t or y a ct i ons f or t he s i mpl e r e as on t ha t su ch a c t i ons vrer e un-

neoessary .

Cooperation With the Ztalian air forces was anything but ideal in the beginning,

s i nc e t he I t al i a n s  rer e har dl y ent hu s i a s t i c ab out the pre s enc P o f a r i v a l f or c e on t he

island . The missions assignsd to the tWO forcee, the assi nment of specific reconnais-

sanes and sttack sectors, individual air missions, timing , etc. Were all determinsd

i n j o i nt co nf er en c e s wi t h t he Sp  uii sh admi r a l a nd h i s st af f; t he i ni t i a l r e a c t i on of

the  Ttalian$ was eithsr to refuse to accept the assignments given them or to accept

them and then 9imply not carry thPm out. During July r .n
d August 1937, the Italian

ai r ,
f o r c e s s t at i ane d on t Ue i s ?a.nd co ns i s t ed of on e bombe r s quadr on (ni ne Sav o i a s 6 1 )

and one fighter squ.a
dron (nine Fiats). During this period the Italian air force, un-

der Co l onel   br i , made i t s e l f r at her unpopu l ar Wi t h t he Spani sh by i t s pr ac t i c e of

 
cons t e.n t t a l k s,nd v er y l i t t l e ac t i on . Aa a ru l e , t hos e t a r ge t s whi c t  i t wa s i rnpor t ant

t o hi t wer e s,s s i gn e d t o t h e na va l ai r s quadr on , s i nce t '. e Span i ar ds had l i t t l e conf i -

;  denoe that the I4alians Would really oarry out the assig-nments given ; they had been
 

t o o of t en di s appo i n t e d by i nac cur at e I t a l i a n r e por t s re gar di ng t he su c ce s s o f c er t ai n

mi s s i ons . I t s hau l d b e Wmpha s i z ed t ha.
t t ha I t r .l.

i an f i   t e r pi i o t s di s pl ay ed a v e r y
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squadron. In the first place, the German sq ;adron rarely received tne reconnaissance

reports brought in by the Spauuish , and in the second place those reports which they

did receive proved to be unreliab?e. On a number of occasions the naval air squadron

t ook t he Span i sh pi l ot s al ong dur i ng t h ei r at t a c k s on t h e  dai n l a nd c oa s t .

Despite the frequent air raid alar ns at Pollensa, the Red bomber forces did not

attack the city . Its antiaircraft artillery defenses consisted of two 105 mm cannon

of I t a l i a.n man uf ac t ur e , oper a t ed wi t hout f i r e - c ont r ol dev i ce s by Span i s h c r ews . A

few machine- uns supplemented the antiaircraft artillery . Palma was raided three

times by Red bombers (the second time by a force of twelve, and the third time by a

f or c e of t went y- t wo Mar t i n bombe r s )
. The number of en erny bojnbe r s br ought do rn was

r epor t ed a s f our by t he I t al i a.n
f i gh t er a i r cr a f t and ni ne by t b e ant i ai r cr af t ar t i l l -

ery . 're have no Way af checking the accuracy of these figures.

Tacti.ca
l  xraerience Gained in Operations a  ainst Naval and Coastal Tar ets

a} The Red Fleet

1) During the reporting period the Red fleet was made up of the following

vessels: the Jaime I (not availabla for imraediate employrnent; later sunk in the bar-

bor of Car t ag ena )
, t he Li be r t ad a nd t he ]  ende z Nun e s (u su a l l y r eady f or i mme di a t e

employmant),
(12) b destroyers of the Churruca class (two of them assigned to the

nor t be r n f r o nt )
, 2 de s t .r oy    r s o f t he La zag a c l a s s , t he gunbo at Lay a , 4 s ubmax i ne s

(C-model)
(three of them aesigned to the northern fr ont), 4 submaxines (B-model

)
, and

a nnmb er of s pe e dboa t s ( t he ex a c t f i glar e v ar i e s ) ; t he rnaj or i t y of t he submar i ne s

were of French and British manu£acture; there were also 5 ancient torpedo boats

and a seaplane tender Which was out of date and no lon er usable; countless armed

fishing boats had been pressed into service as patrol vessels. There were unconfirm-

ed rumors of Russian and French submarines; one Russian submarine was reported re-

peatedly to be at anchor in Cartagena harbor, but apparently it vras not available

for employment. The home port of the fleet was Cartagena. The subme.rines, some of

the destroyers, and the Laya wer e usually assigned to patrol the vraters off Barce-
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l ona , Va l enc i a ,   l i ca nt e , Al me r i a , and - - o c ca s i ona l l y - - Na   on . ~̀̀   'J ,
  r

„    .1+

2 ) The pr i mary mi s s i on o f t l-ie f l c e t cc ns l s t ad i r  t he empl oyment o f de s t r oy -

er s o r pa.t r o l bo s.t ,; t o   ? c  irp c onv oy s c o1ni n ; f r orn Al   i e r s or Nia s t a;; enem. l n addi -

t i on , t hc: s h i AS we r e of t er  :nov e d a r ound f r o« riar Uo r t o   ,s.r bor t o de rnon s t r a t e REd nav al

s t r eng t i: . At t 11e be gi n iii r  o f th e per i.od v  i t h vr: ,.i ch w    .r e cc nc er ne d he r e , submax -

i n e s wer e a   par ent l y ope r at i ng f r o rn ba s e s ne ar hs    on .
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Wi t hou t t ak i n g i n t o a LCOUnt t T e r ea s on s ( eu c !: a s s t a.rida r d of
. s,r a i n i n g , c on di t i on of

e qu i pmen t , l a c l  o f a r,  ru r  : t i on , e t c .
}

, we c a n s k:uaiar i z e t h e a c t i v i t y of t h e Red f l ee t

as f
.ol l ows :

?' }   e mi l i t a r y v :xl u e o f 9
.
t s o p e r a t i o n s w Ls e   _t.r e ::  e l y s l i g h t , f o r t h e Re d

n e,v wl u n i t ;; we r e t o t a l l y i n c a p a b l e o f p r o t e c t i n  ; t h e i r c o n v o y s i n e a s e o f an

e n e o u n t e r w? t Y   Tva t i o r    ]
.
z s t n a v a l o r a z r i   r c e s . I n su c  -  c a s e s , t h e me r e h a n t

v e s s e l s we r e l e f t t o t h e i r o wn d ev i c e s , a n d t h e e s c o r t G.n.
i t s t  .  -r n e d t a i l aa  d

f l a d .
Th i s n s ,p p e n e d o n c  z a f f t h e c o a s t o f Al g i e r s , wh e n a Na t i o n a l i s t c r  a i s e r

a t t a c !  e d t   e c o n v o y ( o n t    i s o c c a s i o n t h e " J . J . a i s t er " a n d t ?  e "  1 i
_me I I " We r e

ca  tured
)
, a.n

d once near Calella , when a convoy was attaeked by the na.va
l air

s qu a d r on .
I n t h e me a n t i me t h e r e we r e co n s t a n t r u   o r s t a t h e ef f e c t t h a t t h e Re d

f l e e t wa s b c i n g r e o r g a n i z c; d , t ?  :  t t o r p e d o c a r r i e r s ( su b ma r i n e s , s p e e db o a t s , a.n
d

torpedo aircraft) w ere being purcha ed , and the,
t "important developments" w ere

" i n t h e o f f i n g " , d e v e l o pme nt s W:  i c h wo u l d ch zn g e t h e e n t i r e p i c t u r e - - b u t wh i c h

nev er cam e abou t .

3 } Un der t h e pr ev a i ]
_
i ng c i r cu ms t anc e s , t h E nav a l a.i r s qu adr on h a d l i t t l e op -

por t un i t y t o c ome i n t o con t ac t wi t h t h e Red f .l e e t , wxii ch wd s b e i ng  h el d b a ck s o c ar e-

fully . Red nava] units were s.ttac
ked only wher. th.ey were involved in operations

a ga  
.n s t mer ch an t sh i p pi n g or wh en t h e Zda t i ona7

.
i s t f l ee t r e qu e s t ed a i r su pp or t of t h e

s qu e.d r on . As t h e  Ia t i o n al i s t s i n t en s i f i e d t he i r e f f or t s t o d i s r u p t t h e Red su ppl y

l i ne s , i t b ec a.me a ppa r en t t ha t th e Red f l e e t wa s n o l or.r;e r c a p ab l e ot ' f u l f i l l i n g i t s

t a sk ; i n a.cc or d a l  c e wi t h t h e pr ov i s i o n s of t 1  e r y on   ; r e e me n t , Br i t i s h a nd Fr en ch

d e s t r oy er s t ook ov er t :h e j ob o f e s c or t i n g t h  : co nv oy s and car r i ed i t out  ei t h f a r

  r e a t e r e f f i c i en cy . The f o l l owi.n g en g a5 e  nen t s t ook pl a c e b Pt we en t r e nav dl a i r s qu a-

dr on a.n d t h e Red na v a l f or cws :

3 o Ju l y 1937 : Two i .i.r cr a f t b omb a r d ed t wra e s c or t d e s t r o re r s of f t he c o a s t of

Ca l e l l a ( a f t e r t he s t e a r s h i p be i n g e s cor t ed h a d a l r e ad
,y rn ove d i n s hor e }

. One d i r ec t

hit (w th a 110-1b bomb) on the port side of bne of the aestroyers Was reported .
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The a i r er a   t a.=l s o at t a ck ed t :  e s pee dboa t,5

  wi-_,' cn .had ;   : p ar en t l y b Er n  ;  zar d i ii  t a  

;;t r a.ndec s t    a. ns h 
.  d•; a _r :  t     abmar i ne s   wi t h 1ow- 1_ev e l :r :  c  _i.n e -   .in

f i r e , w ,   r eu   on

t hey f l ed i n   , z i   ;- z   . ; c ou.r s e . One o f t :     s pe •,•a oout :; , t r y i n   • t o e s c ape i n t h : d i r ec -

t i on o f 3a r c e i ona , qras d r i v   r: i n t o shor e a. d s Et a    z 0 af i r e b;y mr  ch i ne-   L n f i r e .

14 :  ep t ember 1 9 37 : T: e Red pa t r ol b o a t "Ll obr e  , a
t " wa   at t acked  ri t h a i rbor r.e

armament fire.
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7 S®p t emb er 1q 37 : Onc t or p  d o a i r cr a f t a.n d t hr.e e b ornb :r s f r om   h e n av d l a.i r s qu adr on

a t t a.ck ed fl ed i l c e t u n i t s of  f t tii e c oa s t v 1' x l   i e .r s i n s u Fpor t o f t Yre Na t i on a .
l i s t c r u i -

s e r "Bo,l e a r e s " , w}li ch h a d b e con e i nv ol v ed i n c ornb a t wi t h t  1e rn du r i n g t r,e f or en oon .

b } O  er e.t i on s A  a i n s t   n em:y :ih i  :r i n  

1} General

Ev en f r ,  n t h e b a s e a t Po l l e n s a , o   e r a t   on s a,  ,a
i n s t ene my s h i p   i n   h ad

f or me d on l y a s mal l pa r t of t 1  e mi s s   on of t .. e n av a l a i r s qu a.dr a n . For t h i s r ea s on

t h ey v  e r e r a r e l
,,
y c  -  r r med on f or cuor e t    a n a we t k a t a t i  r;e , ;  .nd t h ®n u su a l.l y i n co n-

n e c t i on wl t h a t t a.ck s on t ar ge t s a? on  t a e mai n l a n d co ds t .

Folitical Difficulties and kestrictions

I n r e s Ae c t t o t h e me t hod of a t t e,ck ( pr ev i o l s war n i n  , i r t er pr e t a t i on of
.

t Y .e

three-rnile Iimit in terms of "lon  milES" ar "sh.or
t miles"}, the ships of different

nations had to be treated differantly. Sometimes therQ were ever_ bans on operations

a   'a i n s t t h e sh i FlJ of s  . e c i f i c na t i on s .   s a r e su l t , t  ze n a t i on wl i t y an d t he n a.nae of

ea ch s hi p h a d t o b e c ar e fu l ].y i de nt i f i ed h c f or e a r y a c t i o n r ;; t.z
l d be u r.d er t a  : e r. . I n-

a s uru ch s s Red   p a.n i sh aaid Ru s s i an 3t e eun: hi p s wc:r e a l s o a br o a d a t t  ie s ame t i  ne , t h i s

investigation was often dan erous. The problem was made even more difficult by the

f r equ en t ch an  ,e c i n f 1a J s (c  r e ek s ?:  i p s ra r d o t h c  r r ;znne r s of co n t r ab and o f t en s a i l i n g

v nd er ? r i t i sh f l a   :) , a bu s e s o f f l a  : pr i v i l e  'e s , a na. ch ar;,.J e s i n n a me s . Th e ch i e f of

bl oc k a d e o ne r a t i o n s wa.s t he one t o d e ci d e wh et ti er o r n ot t o a t t ack , a nd 'n.e
h a.d t o b e

a s k ed b ef or e a ny a.c t i on wa s t ak er. . I n on e or t    o i n s t «nc e s t he c<< . t a.i n of t h e n av a l

a i r s qu ad r on   a.v e t he o r d er t o a ut a.c k , s i nc e t h e d el ay i nv o l v e d i n ch e ck i n   f i r s t

wi t h Pa l ma wou l d h av e r e su l t ed i n t  ie l o s s o f' t h ; o ppor t v.n
i t y .

The Th r e e- ir_i 1 e Li mi t

I t wa s on l y t -  e wa t e r s x i t ni n t h e t h r e e - mi l e l i mi t wai ch ( a p a.r t f r om a t empor a_  , 

r e s t r i c t i on } wer e not su b j ec t t  o l i mi t ut i cr_s o f a  ly s or t . he r e a t t a ck s cou l d b e

c a,_r r i ed ou t wi t hou t pr i or i nv e s t i ,ra t i on , a .nd i n v e s t i   a t i on so c l o s e t c  t h e Red co a s t

wou l d h av e been ex t r eme 7
_y

dar  ;e r ou s i n s.ny' c a 3e s i nc e t !:Er e wa s a l we.y s t i: e r i s k t h a t
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xed fighter aircraft might appear on the scene. Thus the three-mile limit might be

descsib d as   miniature theater of xa,r, but When it happened to be located off the

coaat of a I ar ge har bor pr ot e ot ed b  artt i ai r cra f t ar t i l l er y and f   -ght er  ai r cr itf t ,

i t wa s t o o s ma 11 t o i n t e ro ept c  d a t t ack a s t e a,ms h i p maki ng f or por t .   Af t e r t he b  a

on oper at i ons e,gu nst t hQ shi ps of c er t ai a na t i ons , '  

r

. ,
.  •

i `

,

_

i
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ì'h e l i mi t e d num oar of ai r c r a f t av ei l a b l a and t he v a r i e t  r of mi s s i an s  xhi ch t h ey

wer z ex n e c t e d t o d c c o n   l i s h ma d e i t i mpo   :: .
b l e t o k ee p a.ny on e o c ea a ar e a , s u ch a,s

' t h e Gu l f o f Li on or t hE a1 pro a c h e s t o Bar c e l on a , f or ex a.a p
l e , un d er con s t a n t su r v e i l -

, an c e . Ta er e ws.s l i t t l e poi n t i n a gk i n£, t h e S .1a1115' 1 f l y i n  b o a t s a_u adr a n t o h e l p i n

t h i s un d er t ak i n  b ec aa s e of t h e eo o p l e t e   y d i f f e r ent r   ,d i o co mm   ni c a t i c n s ec u i pment

(d i f f e r en t wav e l en   t h a , c od e s , an d }, ivi c edu r e y  
. Ot he  ̂ .f. ac t or s wh i ch ar gu.e d ag g i n s t

c o or d i n a t i on   re r e t h e gmal l per c e r  t a   e of f l
_yi n  r bo a t s sv Ai l ab l e f or emp l oymen t a t

any given time, the inability of the Snanish crews to csrry out reconnaissance acti-

vity during bad wedther, and t:ne -- from the German roint of view -- .;enera
lly poor

s t an d a r d of t r a i n i n  of t h e Sp a.ni ah c r ews . Th e nav a ? a i r s qu ad r on co n s i d e r ed t h e

Spa ni s h r e conna i s s an c e r e  w r t s t o b e v er y poor i n   ar ms o f a cc u r ac y and r e l i a b i l i t y .

Th i s a t t i t u d e i s su 'os t an t i a t ed by t he r e : or t s o f c e r t a an r ec oiina i s s a_n e e mi s s i on s

ov er s p ec i f i e o c aa n a r a a s a r:d ov er ene my ha r b or i n s t a l l a   i on s whi
.c

h wer e f l o  rn by

b
.o
th the German a.n

d the Span ish saa.a
drons. The neval air sauadron schsduled regular

mi s s i on s t o ch e ck on ene my ah i p p i r.  wh en ev cr r e por t s we r e r e c e i v ed t a t h e e f f ec t t ha t

a nu mb e r a f sh i p s we r e r ea dy t o 1 ee.vQ por t or we r e a l r ea d
,y u n d er Way . r'r o m t i me t o

t i me t h e s qu a dr on a l s o r ec onno i t e r ed t he Ca t a,l on i an co a s t , t h e Gu l f o f Li on , or t he

wa s t e r n wa t er s of t h e   led i t e r r a na an a s f ar a s t h e Co 1om   r e t e . On or e or t RO o cc a -

sions, at the ur ent request of the blockade cr.ief, reconnaissance missions With one

or mor e a i r c r a f t   rer e f l own ov er t  -  s ea l sn e s a l on g t i e F'r e n c h Mor oca an co a s t an d

over the approaclies to the harbors of Cartagena,  lica ite, and Valencia. These patrol

mi s ai on s Rer e u su a l l y c a r r i ed ou t j oi n t i y wi t h t he Vat i or.a l i s t r.av a l f or c e s ; eac h

t i me t h ey t ook  ::p a go od d e a l of f l y i n  t i me a.n
d b r ou ETh t n o r e su l t s wh a t s o ev er .

Tb e r ea s on f or r e qu e s t i.ng t    em i n e ac h c a s e wa s t he r e c e i pt o f u n c l ear i n f o r  na t i on

or uncertain reconnaissance reports (for example, older reports received from the

I t a l i a n s a n d r ef e r r i ng t o t he wa t er s a r our.d Si ci l y )
. On e h   .s t h e i mpr e s s i on t h a t

t h e Spa ni sh n av a l s t a f f 1 et i t s b l ock a d e ope r a t i an s be gu i.d ed b y t he r epor t s of t h e

e s p i on ag e s er v i c e s . I t  ni gn t ha ve b e e n wi s e r i f t h ey h ad l i mi t ed t 'nems e l v e s t o
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b l o c k i n g o n l y o ne s e a l a n e , bu t t o b l o ck i n   ? t e i  ' e c t i v z l f a nd s uc c e s s f u l l y by me a n s

o f i n t e n s i v e s .nd s y s t e ma t i c r e c o n na i s s a nc e . I r_s t e z d , a l t h o a   h t h e r e s o ur c e s o f t h e

n av a l a i r s qu a dr on  re r e s t r i c t l y l i mi t e d , t r.e n s v a l s t a :f f r e qu e s t e d i t t o o b t a i n

c a nf i r ma t i o n f o r e a c h d o u b t f u l r e po r t r e c e i v e d f r    m e s p i o na   a s e r v i c e s o ur c e s . I t

i s t r u a , of co ur s e , t :za•t s ome•t i r  e s t he s e :ni s s i ons   rere cr owr  ed wi t h succ e s s , but onl y

a s a r e au l t o f t h E s y s t gmat i c r e conna i s s anc e a c t i v i t y i n i t i a t ed by t he s qu adr on a .
f t er

t h e i n i t i a l c}l eck  .a d f a i l ed t o e l i c i t r e  ti . l t s . Ye t t hP   pani s h '  ept ©n t ur n i n   up

.
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wi t h a l a r T i n cr b i t s o f i n f or md t i o ii a r2d t h e r e    u c  s t t : ia t t h e s q u a d r o n t uk e s t e p s t a

c o n f i r rn i t i r;2me di a t e l y . I n t  -,Q v a s t ma j o r i t y o f c a s e s . t : l e i n f o r :na t i o n t u r n e d ou t

t o b c  i n a c c u r a t e . 'Ttii e Sp an i s h h a v e n o t a i e n t f o r r a  i t i n r  , s y s t e ma t i c rvo r k u n l e s s

i t sh ows r e s   l t s i .nmed i : t P1Y, ,a1.
t huu   h t h e r a t  _o b et w :  .n su c c e ;; s a nd ef f or t i s s ur e l y

 reater in th.e
long run.

Th e t h r e c - mi l e z on e wa s t  ze pr i IDar    t a r   e t of r ze oY2na i s s a.n c e a c t i v i t jT.   a..r l y-

mor n i
-n   r e c orLna i s :  s.r2c e a l on  - t  -2e lted ce a s t be    3n s.t d awn . I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , t he

s t ea ms h i n s of t en s e l e c t e d t he h ou r o f da   br ea k t o ma k e t Y e i r r u n t o Lh e co a,s t , and

i n t '•i e s e cond ;  l e,c e , at t hi s r.o a r r e COnr2a i 5 s c.nc e of t he mor e, :  eav i l
,y pr o t e c t e d   .ed

p or t s ( s u c h a s Ba r c e l an a an d r to s a s ) c ou l ci Y:e .c a   T i  :d ou t vsi t h t h e l ea s t e f f or t , i . e .

b y s i n g l y f l
,y

i r  ; a i r c r d i t .   v̀ e r.i r2  r ee onna i s s a n c e mi s s i on s wer e f l own a cc o r di n g t o

t h e ph a s e s o f t he moon , i . e . wnen t h e h oiz  • o f moon r i s e wa s f a v or ab l e , f i r s t s o t h a t

- - i f an e ne my s r i p sh ou l d be s i   h t ed - - t h e t ar , e t cou l d b e b ombe d by moon l i   h t ,

s Pcond s o t l~a t t ' -  e a i r c r a,
f t cou l d u r2l oa d t :  e i r bornb s on s ocne eo a s t a l t a r   e t b e f or e

r e t u r n i n   , and t Yri _r
d b ec au s e t h e r e t u r n f l i   ht an d l andi n   wer e e a s i e r t o ac c o:  Fl i ah

by moon l i gh t . Ds,y l i g ht r ec o2rr2a i s s a nc e d    r i n   ,
b ad- we a t l- e r pcr i od s wd s u s u a l l y r e-

war d i n  ; s i nc e   }1F? ' 'P wer e ne ar l y a l vra ;  s s t ee.ms l: ? p s wh i c.  t r i e d t o t a  ce adv an t a   e of

wea t he r co n di t i on s t o s l i p t '  r ou r; n t h A d s.n   e r z ::  nc . Ft t  1e s a rLe t i me , b e,d wea t h er

a l mo s t c om  l e t Fl y e l i mi na t ed t he d a n  c  • o f a t t a c l- by en eTy f i ch t er a i r cr a f t .

I Tor rna l l y , f_he r e c o r:n a i s s:: r2c e a i r c r Gf t wer e pr ov i d ed wi t h t we r.t y 114- 1b b a r b s

a s we 11 a.s a i r b o r : . e c an non ; f or l on   .e r - r a : i ,:e f l i   h t s , ',h ey c a r r i ed au x i l i a r y f u e l

t d.n k s a n d f i v e 1 10- 1-b b ornbs . The l a r  ,rer b omb- l oa d ms.d e i t po s s i b l e t o l au n ch an

i tilme d i a t e l y   ze c e s s f  i l s.t. t ack e.F,f:
i n s t a.n ene ,ny oh i p , e r ? pp l i n  i t s o t ha t i t c ou l d

not get away before the next a tackers could arrive. : teconnaissance in pairs (mne

b or  b e r a n d an e t or pea o a i r c r a f t ) wa s t r i ed ou t on an e:  ne r i men t a l b a s i s on s eve r a l

o cc a s i on s , bu t i t  a s ed u p s o ma ny f l y i 2,g h o ur s t t  a t i t c ou l d no t b e i nt r od .: c ed r e -

gu l a r l y .

Th e pr e r e qui s i t ES f or ape r a t i o.  s s :? a i rls t en e  ny s 'ru      i n   , a . d t hu s f or t h e r e -
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where they foundered (one near Calella znd one near Tossa . In five insta.n;ces  the

f i r s t a t t a c k wi th b ombs or t or peda s Wa e un s uc c e s s f u l . I n t  ao c a s e s a s  ec ond at t a;c  t

by other aircraft wzs prevented by the approach of "Nyon" destroyers (the twp
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  '  (

v e s s e l s w'ru c h e s ca ped i n t hi s f a s h i vn we r e t P e Cer v an t e s an d t h e La Crar s e )
, d nd i n

t h e ot he _r_ c a s e s ( t ?  e No oa - 3 u l i a , t wo s t e a r  er s wi t :n an e sc or t of pa t r ol b oa t s n ea r

Cab o Cr eu s , as d t r r e e s e.i
l bo a t s o f f t l-:e co a st o f Ca s t e l l on ) a s ub s eqa en t a t t a ck wa s

pr ev e n t e d by o t i _e r f a c t or s . I n t h.r e e i zis t a :_c e s , s a i l bo   t , wer e a.t t ack ed wi t r  a i r bo r n e

ar ma me n t an d ri<a ch i ne-  ?u n f i r e . On e s t edms  - i p ( t h e Ca s s a d a i    u e   wa s br ou   ht i n t o

Pa l rns bu t ha d t o b e r a l c a s ed a   ai n a t t h e or d er of t h e Fr e n ch a dmi r a l .

Us   ia l i y i t w a s t '
_7e f i r s t a t t a c k , b y t Y.e r e c o n n a i s s a n c e a i r c r a f t , wn i c h wa s d e -

c i s i v e , a n d f o r t h i s r e a s o n t h e a i
. r c r a r t we r e e q u i  >n e d w?  e n e v e r p o s s i b l e wi t h a f u l l

l o a d o f t •v e n t  ; 1 1 U- l b b c tnb s a n d wi t h a i r b or n e a r ma .n e n t s .   ' i t h t     i s e q  _ 
i p me n t t h e r e -

c o n n a i s s a n e e p i l o t c ou l d u s laa l l y p u t t h e s t e a m::   i p ou t o f c o mmi s s i on , e i t h e r b y f o r e -

i n g t h e c r e w t o l e a v e t _  e a h i l .  i n l i f eb a a t s , b
.y s c o r i nr, a d i r e c t h i t , o r b y d r i v i n g

t h e s h i p t o t h e c o a s t . Bo n b s o f l ar g er c a l i b e r w e r e a v o i d e d b ec a u s e o f t h e i r l o x

h i t t i n   a c c u r a c ,y
i n a n i n i t i a l a t t a c k , a -  d t o r p e d o s we r e a v o i d e d f or t }   e s a me r e si s o n ,

c o u p l e d wi t i; t l  e f a.c
t t =  a t t h ey o f t a n t  , r n e d o   t t o b e d u d s . Ai r b or n e a r wa men t f i r @

a c r o s s t h e b o w s er v e d a s a s i g r, a l t o t he sn i p t o s h o w i t s fl a c , t o s t o p , o r t o s t an d

b y f o r .,
:  _4r

t r e r 1 n S Lr UC t i On s . 6 d d i t i o n a.
l f i r e i n t o t h e su p p l i e s l o a d e d o n t h e d e c   s

u s u a l l y a c c p l e r a t c d t h e p r o c e s s o f   e t t i n   o a t t h e l i f eb o a t s .
I n t h e e d s e o f l a r g e r

s h i p s , h o we v e r , t h e Ti r e f r o m 2 0 mm a i r b o r n e s r ms  nr-. n t s   ,ncl ma c r . i n e - g u n s wa.s
i n c a p a b l e

o f d a ma   , 
i n  T a n y c  o r e t h a n t i?e s u p ,, l i e s p i l e  l o t ! d e c l; a i d t '_i e s u p e r s t r u c t u r a s o f t n e

V e 3 s (.'
l . T h e s h i p ' s wa t e r - l i n e , r u d d e r , a r.

d p r o p e l l e r wer e f i r ? d a t r e p e a t e d l y , b u t

wi t !  ou t s .pr  r e c i a b l e su c ; e s s . Th e Va r t a, s i  -n a l l   .mp p r ov e d  .i s e f u l f or t h e : r a n s mi s -

sion of orders.

.
  t t a c k u wi t h 1 1 U- l b b c mb s We r e g e n e r a l l y c a r r i e d o 7   t f r o m a l ow a l t i t u d e ( 9 a 5

f e e t ) wi t h t h a s . 
i
_
d o f a n i g b t b o mb - s i g;h t .  l' h e b omb s we r e a i me d c a r e f u l l  r t o h i t t h e

s h i p d i a,  o n a,
l l y :    a i n s    t r  e w i n d ( mo r e f a v o r d  l e •rn  e T  t i  e sh i p wa s s t o p p e d a n d d r i f t -

i n g d i a t u n a l l y wi t h t l: e wi n d )
. Ai mi n  ; wd s t   s t e d f   r s t Ni t h s i n t  l  : b o mb s a n d a.n y n z -

c e s s a r y c o r r e c t i o n s we r e ma d e b y a l t e r i r   t r e r a .         a ll   l e o r t    e    n    1 e a f i mp a c t , s o

t h a,
t,      e b o mb wc,u l d l    n d j u s t b a r e l y s h o r t r  f t '   e s 'n i p .

Th e n t  :   a b o   ,b s we r e r e l e a s e d
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i n   ,rr ou p s of f i v e . The ;r,os t f av ar ab l e met lî 0a s e   L: ed t o b e t o r e l e a s e t h z  -r ou p s of

b omb s a.t v er y cl os e i n t er v a.
l s and t o a i m t:r.am a,

t t - e s i d e c  f t r!e s h i p i n s a c l  a wa; 

a,c t o co n c e nt r a t e t     i r e f f e c t on on e pa r t i c  zl a,r p oi nt . h pp a r en t l y b e c au s e o f t he

s l i ght d e l ay i nv c l v ed , di r e c t h i t s on t 3r  d eck i t s e l f u ;;u a   l ;; c  a  na e ed n o t i  i n   bu t

t h e s u p er s t r uc t ur e s or an;  su p p l i c  s p i l ed on d a c k ; t a+.y d i d iio t p en e t r d t e z n t o t h e

h o l d ar  : a . On t  }e ot .- e r Y a nd t r e ;r o f't en :  a na   ed t o s   ar t f i r e s . De l ay i ng t l. e f u s e

a c t i on , o f e aur s e , i n cr e 2 s ed t l  e d a ma   i n   e f f   c t s of any b ornb s wl i cb l a nd ed j l.  s t

sh or t o f t h e si d e of t h e s Y!i   .

At t a.ck s wi t ii 550- 1b b    nb s we r z c ar r i    d oa.
t `'r o m med i   m a l t i t  a d   s   3 , 3 00 t o o , 500

f e e t ) wi t h Bo;  k ovr t ub e s . T1 Le on l y c c nf i r med di r e c t h i t b y a 5 ; 0- 1b b omb , on t h e f or e-

ca s t l e of a, s t e d,rn s h i   , l ed - - t o ; e t a er vr i t l: i i t 5 b;• t wo 110- 1
.
b  aomb s - - t o t h e s i nk -

i n M o f t h e sh i p .

On o n e o c c a s i o n   ,
d e p t h b o mb wa s e m , l o y e d a ,;   i n s t   , s t c 3 m9h i p . d i n c e t l- . e e r e w

u s i n r 
; i t wa s n    t  r e t e n t i r e l y f     i

.
l i a .r wi L:   _ t s u r e r s.

t i c n , t    z y f a i l e d t o a l l o w f o r

d r i f t  : ri 1 i t e x l  l o d e d s h o r t o f t h e t ;    e t . S i n c a t  •, .  r e we r e n o r  o r e d e p t L  b o   Us

av a.
i l a b l e , t } :. e ? a  t- r  nme n t c s  3.

l d n u t Ue r e p    a,t e d . I t i s   .r o b a b l e t i:.a
t t h i s w e a p o n

wou l d Y  .v e b Ee n v e r y e   f e c t i v e a     i n s t s :na.
l l u r   ± e aw ::i   i p s ( c a u s i n   l e a.

k s }
, a n d t h a t

i t c o u l d a l s a lza v e  a e e  z e   p l o y e d t o g o a d ? f f c c t i n h a.r
b o r s w . i

.c
h we r e n a t s o h e av i l y

t 'n e
defended tsat day or ni i t law-level attacks needed to distribute thern eould not

have been carr;ed out, i he.re was no opportunity tn try out bombs eqL.
iPped with the

t y p e 1 5 f u s e i n l aw- I ev e l a t t a ck :  . I t c an b e e,s s u rue d , h ow w er , t r  dt t h e l ow f o r c e

of penetration , occasioned by tYie shorter trajectory, would have limited the effects

a f t h e b omb t o t h e s   .p er :  t za c t u r e s o f a sh i p . Th e h i gh    r r s t e  of hi t t i n   , ac cu r a cy

i n t h e u a e o f 550- 1
.
b or 1 , I 00- 1b b o rb s , h oweve r , wou l d hav a r  a d e u p f or t :  i s d e f ac t .

ti t t h e v e r y l ea.s t t h e v e s ; el wo,.i
l  .i b e s ° t on f i r e or c r i pp l ed b y t :    d es  :z   -.c

t i on a f

its superstructures.

Th e m   .:. t e i' f i c i en t uf f en s i v e wea non. a   a i n s t s t a t i ona r y v e s s e l s i s wi t h ou t dou b t

t h e t or p edo .  i t t 11a t t i n e , Y:owev er , t or pe d o s we r e s t i l l 5 o u nr e i i ab l e t h a t t h ey
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•  2 _a    :J 
c o u l d n o t b e c o  npa r ed  =ri t h b o mb s i n t er   s    f U := e f u l n e s   a 1  t h   i r on t .   e v e l o p e d t o

t h e p o i n t o f f izi l r e a d i n e s s l ar £ r o n t e mpl o y  ,,:  n t , t o r E_ c; c  u s a.r c, c   :r t a i n l y pr e f ar ab l e

to b ombs, even a -ainst s :ips lyin  at anchor i   a harbor , provided that specific

condition s (deptr of the wa ter , position of t e sn ip,  eo ;raphic charaeteristies

o f t h e h a r b o r c o n c e r n e d ) a r e f av or r  b l e .
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Ope r a t i on s x   a i n s t Coa s t a l ' '1
_
'a r .-  e t s

1 ) Gen   r a l

g f t c;r t h e (Je r r  an nav a l ;3i r s au a dr on n ad b e en s zcc e a s f u l l y t r an s f e r r e d t o Pol -

l en s a , t h e f o1l o Ni n :  s i t   a t i on ob t a i n e  d i n r e s t,e c t t o ope r a t
.
i on s a g a i n s t t a r ge t s l o-

e a t ed a l a n  ; t h e co a s t of t h e ma i n l an d :

a ) Tt  e m    ,t i muo r t a nt Red su  .r l    c e n t e r s d rid r vu t e s (b o t b wa t e r an a l an d }
,

a s wel l a s a nu rr,a e r o f' v i t a l i n du s t r i e g ,  rer e l a c a t ed a   on  ;' t rie co a s t .   r om t h e rni l -

i t a r y p oi n t oz v i e r, t-  e s e t a r ge t s wer e n o t a de a u a i e l y pr o 't e c t e d .

b ) Th e  Ia.t i on a l i s t f or c e s c HCr i e d ou t t r e f o l l owi n   o pe r a t i on s a   ;a i n s t en eny

t e,r  re t s on t h e cu a s t : occ a s i o n a l a t t a ch s    y hs,t i on a l i s t n   .v a l f or c e s ( t he Uur p o s e

h er e wa s r a t ?  er a d emon s t r a t i on o`' s t r en   ,
t h t h an s.n at t e m it t o d e s t r oy }

, an d s por ad i c

r a i d s on c o a s t a l t a r   e t s by t h e I t a l i an b omb e r u n i t s a t a.t i o n ed r  t Pa l
.ma .

I t wa s i mper a t i v e t h a,t t he o pe r a t i on s a  T<<i n s t e n emy sh i p pi n g , s er i ou s l y h a.mp er -

ed i n t h e i r pot en t i   ,1 e f i'e c t i v en e s s by t -r e ne e d t o co n 5i d er r  ol i t i c a l r ep er cu s s i on s ,

b e su p pl eme nt e d by a t t a c k s on t h e Red su p pl y r.a r bor s .

2 ) ì' rie Le gi on ' a nav a l a i r s q i a dr en c ont    i b a t ed i t ;, s .h a r e t o t h i s pr o j ec t i n t h e

f o_r m o f a t t s ck s on t he :  ar b o r s oi Ca t a l on i a . :yuzs t of t  e s e r di d s wer e d i r ec t ed a g a i n s

t he por t s l oc a t ec  a :  on   t ii e c    a s t f r om Yor t Bcu t ,c Tar r a gon a , wh i l e t h e s e c t or f r om

Tar r a g on a t o Ca   t a c en a wa s a s s i   ie d t o t h e I t a l i a n a i r f o r c e s . At t h e r e qu.e s t of t h e

hatianalist commanders, one joint attack was carried out by the n aval air squadron

a nd t n.e
I t a l i an  . n i t s ag a i n s f, t    e h a r b or o f Va l e r e i a .  Yi t r_i n t h e co a s t a l s e c t or s

a :  s i gn ed , t h e f or c e s r ESi  on s i bl e e s t a b l i sh ed t h e i r own gr i or i t i e s i n a cc or d a n c e wi t h

r ee onn a i s s an c e r e nor t s a r d t he r   po r t a o f t r,e i n t e l l i g en c e s er v i c e s .

3 ) '  h en t }:e Red s b e  ; an t o r ou t e so me o f th e su   p l i e a pr ev i ou s l y r ec e i v e d by

ship over land along the Corbore - Port 3ou line, the Piationdlists added the only

fu11y operable rail conr ection between France and Red Spain to their list of coast-

al targets. The transship:nent depots at iort Bou and at the Cullerz bridg e (south-

east of Val.enc
ia) were re ;arded as the m•ast vulnNrx ble paints of the 1?ne.
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4   I n ?  ov embe r , wi  ;h 1.Lie co ncLir r e nc e    f t  ; z b l oc kad.e eh i e f , s.l l o  . e r a t i on s e,ga i ns t

enemy oc ean t r af f'i c wer e s us pended , ar  d wh en t he .y wer e r esum ;d l a t e r on t ?  e y wer e made

subj ec t t o cr i ppZi n  r e s t r  
.c

t i oi  s , wh i ch , a i co  .+r s e , co l  s i der abl y di mi n  he d t    e i r
 

pr o s pe c t s o f s uc c e s s . Dur i n ; t h i s ne r i od t !  e o Y e rd t i ons s t a f f of t h e German n3v a1

a i r s quadr on or de r ed e. s +: r i Fs oz r a i ds on t c e c ornn :.n
i c 3t i o n s l i na s be t wPen Ca t a l on i z

e,nd Va l enc i a , p ar t i cu l ar l y tho s e i n t he s ec t or bEt we en rhe   br o and Sa  unt o ,

 
- -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

 
2  8

i
     

i n su ppor t of a r: l ann e d  Va t i on a l i s t o f f en s i v e. . mr,e s  r r ai d s wer e a s s i   n ed t op pr i or -

i t y cur i n g l a t e l  ov e!nb ?r an d De c emb e r , a nd o t h e r mi s s i on s wer e c ar r i e d ou t a s t i rn e

permitted.

5 }   CC  51Ur1a l l y , at t h e ex p l i c i t r e q_u e s t o f t h e 1  a t i on a.l i
. s t co!nms.nd er y , t h e nav al

air squadron carried out attacks on targets which lay outside the limits of the see-

tor assigned to it (thQ blast furnaces at 3at  .n
to, the bacteriolo y laboratories at

  'ia s n ou }
.

Nle t h od of Emt  l o.yme n t a nd At t ck

1 ) Th e me t h od of e ropl oymen t u t i l
_i zed du r i ng o ner e.t i on s a g a i n s t co a s t a l t a r g e t s

wa s cLs.r a c t er i z ed b y t h F; f o l l awi ng :

a ) Adv a.n
t a ge s

-   'h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f c a r r y i ng o a t a t t ac k 3 a l on  t _he f or wr  r d l i n e , wh i ch

mea n t t h a t a.l t er na t e t a,r ge t s c ou l d qu i ck l y r e s ub ot i t u t ed f or t '  a p r i mar  ,r on e s .

- Th e p o s s i b i l i t y , i n v i ew of t h e wa,.y
i n w  i c h ox e r a t i on s we r e c on duc t ed

du r i ng t h e Ci v i l iNar , o f otit ai n i n F; r  cl ea r pi c t ur e of t r.e s i t u a t i on i n t he o p er a t i on-

a l as e a , pl u s t   e av a i 3
.ab i l i t y of an i nt e l l i g en c e : er v i c e wh os e r e por t s wer e ex t r eme-

l y d e t a ? l ed , t hpu  rh of t en ex a gge r a t ed .

- Ì'h e s l own e s s o f t h e Red s t o s e t u p a d e qu a t e an t i a i r c r a f t d e f en s e s an d

t o   e t t h e i r f i g b t z r a i r c r al̀ t i n t o t h e a i r .

b ) Di s adv a n t ag e p

- Th e nv_ ner i c a l i n ad e qa a cy o r t h e av a.i.
l r :bl e a i r c r a f t , wh i ch Wer e n ev er

en ou gh t o t al: e c a r e of a 1 1 t h e a  e.i l ab l e t a r t e t s .

- Th e f ac t Uha t t he s quadr on wa s e qu i pp ed wi t h a  l o  .i
t - of - d a t e , v e r y s l ow

aircraft model, incavdble of employment under all conditions.

- 'I'h e l a ck of a f i gh t e r e s c or t .

2 ) Th e o p er a t i on s ag ai n s t c oe,s t a l t ar ge t s wer e s t r a t ag i c i n n a t u r e , a s ev i d en c ed

by t h e f a e t t ha t man y a t t a ck s wer P c ar r i e d ou t ag s.i r  s t r;ower p l an t s a,n d s u pp l y l i n e s

i n t h A en em y h i n t e r l an d . I n ke e p i n   wi t r t f  ch a r a c t e r of c i v i l war f a r e , t h e popu-
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lation was spared whenever possible.

3) In view of the type of aircraft the navdl air s  zadron had at its disposal

  .nd t h e numb er av ai l ab 7e , t he s qu adron had no choi c e out t o av o i d enemy def ens e s

whenever it coul.
d, only going in to ©eet th em Nhen ther? was a known wee.

kness which

couid be exploited. Once a ta.rge
t had b  en att cked so vften that one could assur e,

i n v i ew o f t he s l ug   i s hne s s t
,y pi c a l of t ,he t  ed s i n t he e s t abl i yhment of t he i r ant i -

di r cr a f t de f ens e s , t hdt s uch def ens Ps we r e f i nrrl l y r e ady f or a c t i on ,
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.
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1 P
_ _

;:   21:  c' S 'FJa ;: C O l: f l
.
Y' r l F' Cj.

b   i ?'   C U !1 l". 3 1 ..
 i S   .!? C l: r E'. n (, 

r t s
 

a 3̀

wa s u s u a l l    i h P c  :..:  e }
, t he s qu a dr o n l pf t =.ti- a ,  na r t i c a   s  r t s  r•c e t dl or e f ;: r a wh i l e a nd

c on c cn t r a t ed o n o t   e r a r e a s c f : h    cc    .s
t - - or:l y t o d e s c   nci u l e .1 t he    r i r; i n a l t ar  ;e t

l Il 1 . .' i i
b 5 ° UL) f' Ti t

, 17i1 @X C   :'• C t E C.
 I B   t   C;    .

  U I 1 7?c ' t  : E' ?  E?r l Od B '/o' `i E n ;, '11C r 1 t a .T y
,
F? t 5 d .

5 t h f3S @

wer e b e in t : u e1_
i u;.,r u z e l y av o i cl ed , o  . e r a t   ori s a::  a i n : ± ener:  j sh i hpi n o  v":, r e of t en g i v c n

t e  npo r   .r  ,r pr i or i t ,  .

Q }  r  ?E: cl t t ; : C   S O f t 1
.2

  S   ;Lt 2    1" 0 '.
: 4'r E' r F   I   .t121 CQ   n i:  C C O Z'   ;i .1

7C   '   P1 t   2    : ? a n t ? c i n a t e d

s t:r e n g t :-! o f e n e •  ,y a r  t i , ,
  r c r   f t d e f  -n s P ;; .  N i e n  . r:e  , y   i

. ,_;
ti a er. a i r c r a f t we r e e x Ue c t e d ,

3 t t Et Ck S 1 ?2 f  .l
l l TUT7lfd.

t 1 O21 Or Fe,
t t U.C

 {;i 3 t ii ia.̂,  : "rV? I' •     i a ll :a  Cl   W -'1P i1 a n t l ia l
.r c Z'    ' t 'c1Ll t 0 !i?d t 1

W ' S  . O:'15 W ' I'   C?X1  . Cfi Ed ,   }1N S( L13   x'tJ TI q
.1 S C C:15  :(1 +V? t ': l a v  -  l e v  ;1 c ,

t t BCl: v u.T1Ci r 4.' s t r ? Ct ? d

i t s e l f t ,  h o r i   on t a l
.

b o mb •"  .r ci me r! t ; i n t i:   l a   - .   r c   .s e  , '
. _e

b o m"s e r s r ema i n e d a t a l t i t u + e s

a.
b o v e 5

, 5 0 0
_
f    e t , a s t i     y d  

.
d i n  : : ? c 4 s e    ' s.n

t i c _
.p ;At  : d e n e   y a n t i a i r c r. a i t a r t i l i e r ;  .

'Nh e r c • r e r t h e Ar:c  ry d e f e :;s e s nE. r ; t i t t e d ,  , o w   v e r , t t: P s .  l; d ci r o n s e i e c t e d t    a t  ne t h o d o f

u t t a c k v  : i c h -Ya v e t h .a - r   a t  ; s t p .r      :i s e of' su c e :  s s . ' oqrb d r d •;  e n  t d t t d c k s we r e o f t e n

c a r r i e d o _i
t i 27 c o r r,e c t i o rr wi t ,̀   } 2a r b o r r e c o n n a.

i J J   .r!c e  r i s s i o n s o r s  : b s e q u e n t t o s h i p -

,  i n   ; r e c a n  l a i s s   .r e f.; mz s s i on s , vrh e n !  o p i: e  l_y :>n i   T i n  . c u      d 'oe d i s c ov a r e d . S i n c e

r C' COn 21a 7.   s a n c e f l i   i it s o Y t h i s t y ?  e we r e s   wa  r s c a r r  
.e

d  31:.
t b ,i s i n_ 

l y f l y i n  ; a i r 'c r s f t ,

w>  e n ev e ,  e n e my d e f e n s e a c t i v i t y UL    ;e d i' a i z•1;,J s ;
.r' o n   ;, t  r e c c ,: :b i n a t i on b e t we e n r e c o n -

n El.
l :i 5 !:.Ti C!' iti.?"!

  b  )Illb c̀Lr Cl ;TlPYlt CUL11
.C

1 b C' .t.i CCOi  i)Z1 S  i e (   )n   y J  J 3.
1
"r Ci  i .

f t   l y l   l ',
i li   r 01,!TJJ̀

o f a t l e a :: t t wn oT b ;r s i n   l v f l y i n   a i r. c r•a f t d  .  7•i :    d  s k rn i s s i o n s . Ni   h t b o mb d r d :  e n t

mi s s   o n s wi t  . o t.i
t b e n e f i t o i p r av i   L: s we a.

t ' _F•r r E_}c o n n a i s :; a.n c e u :ra a l   y r e s u l t e d y n t =  e

b o rn b a r d me n t o _    .
l t  :r n  ,,

t e t a.r  ; }: t s . T  l e r_  a j o r i t ;{ o F d e,;,r
t i r  e b o mb ax•d rn en t a t t d c k s we r e

c a r r i e d o  _i
t i r. t h e e a r l y ev e n i n   :7 ou r s .

Gene r a l ;; x ner i en c e i.n t :  e r i e l d   nf
_
Ta c t i c s

P i  '.̂__
t Bo  b r  • j  ne nt

Of a t o t a l   f 1 21   r   t o n s o f b o mt  s ,  I   . 7 j t o n s we r n d r o p p e d d ur i n g t   i e n i   h t .

3 0 [nb a r d  ne n t o f t h z s t
,y-p e vra s r e s t r ; c t e d t _ti  o  on l i   n t n i   }1t s . idi Uh t b o mb a r d r  Frr   t Wi t h

t h e u ::, c o f a i r c r .-  1' t    a r a.c
'nu t c .

f l   .r e c t o i ?    Lrr i  i=       t }  r t a r =' e t wa s n o t a t t e mp t    d .
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The adv ant a z e s of n i   ;l•a bo nbar dr.:er. t mi s s i ons  !  y :no onl i  ;ht ar e i rle f o l l owi n  :

u ) Ai r cr a f t Qper e.t i on : l a kl rlg of f , l a ?  d :i n   , f l y i n  i n f o r *nat i on , dnd t hP ac-

cocnp l i s hn e i t of i,he fl i  -,rh
t ar e e a s i e r .

b ) Bor ;b Re l ea.s e : El s l onrr a s t ne  not n i s br i   :t  i.n
d t   e c1 o  .

d c ov er s l i ght ,

t he a t t ac lc of pi ni;oi nt t a r   e t s i s j us t as e a s y :: s dur i a ;  .:he day . Coa s t a l t ar g e t s ,

e s pe c i a l l y ha..r bo r s , ar e e ds y t o i dent i f y :  ec ams e o i  .': e l i :;i  t   ,nd dar k cc nt r a s t be-

t vJeen  Nat er : nd l anc ; do ck s nrld s l-!i } s r,; n al .;    be ea s i l
_y

i dent i f i e d .

c ) Enemy Ar t i ai r c r af t De f cr  s e e : 5 ear c l _l i  ; ht s   r e.• af l i ni t e d e f f ec t i v ene s s .

'  e h dv N no i nf    r   . .:.
t   orl a.s t   nhe t  :er a r rw t br i  ;}rt    uonl i   :  t i s an adv an t ag e i n n i g r t

f i   ht cr. ope r a t i on U. Th Vr e ar e i nt e l l i   en c a r e  ;or t s r p=er r i n - t o t h    P , pl oy rnent o f

l    d L11
.    "i t i 1

.
  11t  ' I S 0 5rE:r     l enc i a :  ,?1 '  B 3 i c E  

.
o I1     O Ti e 1 ci t

.
l    Ti    

.
l ; it t70   D  ' T 1

. S S LLP    O S P.
d

t 0 11  ; ,V ?     E' 1'i ,  110 t C  '  VJ21 OV  '.   ' :3a r c e l o ri 8, a ??d e S   C G21 C7 C1  .:1•. :a.I; N`    y a rLll ,1l b e r O1  ); Il t :i .
! t'l e

Il aiv 3 l all r S tj Ll à' dr o n ?1 F' V 6 ''_"   l'i C OL; T] t   T v' Cl ° n ( :Iii-j f l   ; !1 t .' '' ' :: 1 r C ?'   T t [i tl .r
i n ` 1 t S :1 1     1t 0    9 r S t l  a i'! 9

I1 ar i n4 a r-<r i o d ti e   ,
i n ni n  t vro or t ti  •e e o

_a .,  s ua f o r   a x:d l
.a s t i r  :; t   ro o r t h r e e d a v s

a f t cr f u 1 1
. cno o n , t hc  nr  o n p r o v i d e d :;  af f i c 1 e 17t l i   ;    t u nt i l a : o u t t wo ho   ir s be f o r e i t

s e t - -    v c  n l o ?    t r i f t a e we a t r. e r -+vu s p   ,r
t i c :  l a r i y c l e ar o r i f t h e h ou r o f s e t t i t.   wa s

  r o p i t i o _  :; .
T.:e vra t ar , of c,   ,  r s " , Aa   r E  l l  :  c t f:d t !  ` Ai  _

: t o i t  1e ino o n , s o t h a t do c k s ,

c o a s t l i :  e , or sr  i
. i  ,  v  e r e e a ;, i l y v i s i b l e a s :: i -, h ot: E  t t e s .

G'r om t he  ,t   rid r o i rl t o _" t h e t a r   =t , t !  c   .p ,  r c a c h 2.n ;i a    pa r t t, r e f l i ;r" t s wer e c a r -

r i e d o  at wi t '   t r_ ,  d i r o c t i on o f t Y, 4  :no o n , s o t r:a t Li :e e   z c c t i v e n e s s o f c: le e n e n y s e a r c h-

l i Gh t s w  s r;,r e a.
t l y d i  ai n i s he d . '  i e ii t b o mb a.r

dmen t a t t ac   s vri t h ou t   o on l i g h t ( o r a,
i r -

Cr a f't   a r a c h  _,
t e f l a.r e s ) o n we l l - d e.z-1'>e n e d t a r   e t s w ou l d ;  r o b a'u l y be e f f    c t i v e o r_

l y

i n t h e c ::  s e o f l a r   e - a r e a t a.r     t ; s  .l c h a s c i t i e s . The l a c k o f i n f o r  na t i on o n we a t   i e r

e o nd i t i o n s ( e s _;  e c i a.
l l y c .

l o  :d c o v e r ) ov er t l:e t a r   ;e t  .vds a s c   -c e o f d i f f i c u l t y f o r

t h e n a  a 1 a i r s qua dr o n . "̀h e f a c t t :.a t t :ne   •e wEr e n o rre :  t     er r a , o r t s p e r t a i r  i n   t o

Re d t e r r i t o r y av a i l t.b l e ma d e a ny w e a t h e r f o r r c a s t i n   v e r y u nc er t   .
i n . 'Wh e n e v e r a

ni bh t b o  nb i  :  ;   .
   t  +:c

r. vJa s   l s nne d , i t wa ;; pr         1e a - -    r e r:wv e r l  o s s i b l e - - b
,y a.n e v e -

n i n tY r e c o n ns.i a s al l c e f l i tr: lt whi c h a l s o a t t e n l  t e d t o c h e c k o n w e u t h Qr c o ndi t i on s o v er
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  t   

tho contemplat®d t :rget. In the event that several aircraft were to participate in

t he at t ac k, t he s econd ai r cr   .f t wai t ed t o t e.ke of f unti l t he f i r s t had r epor t ed on

weather conditions along the route.

But even these reports were not al.ways accurate, for the coast of Spain is noted

for the rapidity With w ich low-level fogs or low-lying cloud covers ma.
ke their ap-

pe e,r anc e du r i ng t he n i gh t , eo t ha t so met i me g w3 t h i n an hour

- - -
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the second one could veer off to the ri  t or to the Ieft of the lead aircraft, depen-

di ng upon whi ch s eeID@d mo 9t pr omi s i ng . Tn t h a ca s e of group s of t hr e e ai r cr a f t , t he

order of approach was established ahead of tim.e, unless the wedge formation Aas to be

retained during the target run .

Weapons: The weapons of alI the aircraft's gun stations could be used i.n opera-

tions against ground tar,gets. The ma3n wsapon was the machine-gun or airborne cannon

i n s t a l
.
l e d i n t he no s e , si nc e i t h ad t h e cl ear e s t f i e l d a f v i s i on and thu s t he be at

ohance of success. The target approach r out® was computed with  this woapon in mind.

The gun in the belly station could be fired downxards to the rear. The guns ®ounted

in the lateral stations w®re of limited effectiveness only, since the gunner could

not see the target until it Ras too late.
Thus he ha.d

to knoW in advance whether th•

a,t
tack was such that he  raa likely to have a chsnce to fire and then to watch carg-

fully for the opening of fire by the noge gunner. The tail gunher had the poorest

ahanc e o f a l l , s i nc e h   .s
f i e l d o f f i r e wa s onl y doamwar ds ; h e eou l d al s o f i r e t o  ar 3 s

the sides, but moving th e gun into position Ras such a complicated ma.neuvsr
th ,t

there

Was little point in it. A Reapon installed above and to the rear is only rarely ef-

fective againat groun.
d targets, and the tail gun station was utilized primarily against

enemy antiaircraft defenaes. The   tion for the Weanona was s@lected in accord-

ance With the type of target to be attaaked. In general, high-aaplosive ammunition

proved to be the nost effective. Armor-piercing shells were usea againat targets

such as tanks end loaomotives. Phosphorus bullets  ith steel core proved to be the

best ®achine-gun emmunition, sincE they combined armor-piereing and incendiary effects.

Approach Method: The aircraft approached the target with their enginea throt-

tled, gliding at an angle of about 20° from an altitude of approximately 6,500 feet.

Thi s me t h od o f appr o ach wa s of t en appl i ®d i n at t ack s ag ai ns t s pe c i f i c t ar g et s dur i ng

t he n i
.g

h t or at du s k . I t Wa s u s e f u l 3n t ha t i t c o:nb i n ed t h e adv ant ag o of aur pr i s e

with the opportunity to get a more complete picture of the situatton . 9n easily

l5
i den t i f i ab l e l andmark about rri  st cni l e s s hor t of t he t ar g et wa s s e l e c t ed i n e,dv nnc e .
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Bli en t h e ai r cr a f t r e ac he d th i s l andms.rk , a t an a l t i t ude of about 6     4 4 f   a
.
t  ; '  he  :   

1I 
_ . -.- . .

out t he i r   engi ne s 4nd   ppr o aah ed
.

t he i r t Ar g et i n a gl i d e , adher i n    .   ar e €u l l  r t Q a
 • .

pr . v i au e l y c al ou l a t ed r a t e of s o man  r 'f   e t per ae c ond . A2
.
1 t h e e. 

t 
.
l ab l    aYd   t s uch

a s t  +el e c ompa   s and v ar i ome t er , we r e u s ed  i n t hi s maneuv er .   he   i i
.l at i v el     hor t

;
d x-

r at i on o f t he Lo  r- l ev e l . f l i gh t   ra s a  dec i ded advant a ge . 9 number of f uel t  
,n

k i n=
-., .

  t a l l a,t i.on s  rer e a t t a c 
e d by t hi s met ho d , but , :

„ .

.
' . •

.. ;

. , .

  '    

• .   ..   -.
, _

.

. , , . . _
, ,   - , .

i .
'  

,. _

._ , . .

,      -     -   •

.
      ; _ . _     '

. ^ .   . . .   , _  .   
  -    -_ . . ,
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wi t h t he appros,ch gl i de at a l ow a.l t i t u de ( 165 f eet )
. Thi s Ras al so t he met hvd u s ed

,
3.n at r af i ng a highway or raih ray line,  ith the a proach at a relativel lox altitu eP

. y d

(656 - x64o feet); the limited view of the target wac, of oourae, a die dvantage.

Normally a low-level attaok was launched from an altitude of 656 tv 1,64o feet. In

the case afh ighway or railvray strafing attacks, the targets were identified earl 

enough that an immediate attack could be carried out. There Ras, of co , rse, some

danger that the aircraft might uneapeatedly run into ene ny antiaircraft artiilery .

Met h od of At t a ok s 1'he ai r or a f t , i t a guns r i g i d , f 1e r di r e c t l  r at t he t ar g e t i  t

or de r t o pr ov i de t h e b eat po s s i b l a c ondj.t i on s f o r t he no s e gunner    i , e , av oi da  e • of

i i n ear t r av e l of t h e t sr ge t )
. The g unner op one d adj n,s t me nt f i r e at a r a ng e' of appr oa -  

i ma t e l y 2 , 424 f de t , or 1 , 2l 2 f e e t i n t he c a s e o f emal l er t ar g e t s . Cor r ec t i o
_
n s we  rs

made i n ac c or danas wi t h t he i mpac t po 3  tt of t he s hal l s . The ai ght Wa s f i $ e d n.
t a

r am  e o f 1 , 2l   f e e t . The r an g e wa s r edua e d f or maohi ne- g u.n
f i r e . I f t h e ai r cr a f t

flex directly over the target, the be11y gunner had a good vpportunity to fire eff:ct-

ivel  . No attQmpt  raa made to use the Weapon mounted above and to the rear , aince ita

f i e l d of £ i r e wa a t ot al 3 r uns a i t e d t o  oper a t i ons of t hi a k i nd . I f t he a i r ar a f t f l eii
.

.
:
.
.

pagt the targ t, instead of dzreatly over it, the belly gu.nner
had no chance to f 

becau se hi s l at  er e,l. f i el d of f i r e x as ver y l i mi t ed. I n t he cas     f a l at er al at tack ,

on .y the nose and tail gunnera had a chance to fire, and both had to oontend W th

y ,  
l i n t a r t r av e l o f t h e t ar g e t a t t h e mo i  e  n t o f t h e i r f i r e f o r e f f e c t .

Th i  s l i n e a r t r a v e : 

wa s   r ®a t e r a nd mo r e o f a pr o b l e m t h a n t h e p e r pe n d i c u l a r t r av e l n mt e d d i r e c t l y o  e r

  .
t he t a r g et . I f t he a i r e r af t v e er ed of f   u s t b ef or e t he t ar ge t , t h® t   ro r ear gunner a

h ad a br i e f chance t o f i r e , one af t e r t h e o th e r . I f t he a i r cr af t v e er ed of f di r ec '  l y

over  hs target,. on
the other hand , they had very little chanoe.

The best,possible

direotiong.o
f attack had been worked out  or each of the situations desar3.b.

  above.

Ei gher iy St r af i ng   The ai r er a f t f 1 eR al ong di r e c t l y ov er t he h i gh9ray , $o t h   t - -

in a single run -- the nose and be11y gunner s could fire on each vehicl  making up

t he co
.
l umn .   he danger s paae af  t h e Raa pona wa s f u l l y expl oi t e d du e t o t he l eng t h

 Y   .
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o f t h e t a r   e t . I f a s ec ond   .t t ac k wa s t o b e c a r r i e 3 ou t , t he a i r cr a :  t ha d t o b e au r e

t o mov e of f f a r e nou gh f r om t  h e hi  ;?  way b ef or e t  zr n i n  .   f t e r a, 16 0° t u r n , t h e s ec ond

a t t;a ck wa s c a,r r i e d ou t j u s t l i k e t h e f i r s t .

Mov i ng v eh i c l e s u su a l l   f a i l e d t o he ar t h e a ppr o a ch of t h e a t t ack i ng a i r c r a f t .

If there were two a±tackers, the second aircra;t flew ov er thE highway while the lead

a i r cr a f t f l ew o _i
t i n f

.r on t e.l ong t h e hi ghway ; i n t h i s wa3r e a c h k ept ou t of t h e ot h er ' s

way . g t t a ck o by a gr ou p  a f t   ir e e a i r c r a f t f l y i n g i n fo r rn a t i o n pr ov e d t o b e n ot v er y

e f f ec t i v e .

At t a c k s on Ra i l wa y Tr a i n s : I n t h e c a s e of :nav i n  ; t  , a i n s , t h e a,t t ac k wa s c ar .r
i ed

ou t f r om t he r e a,r a l oz g t h e l en gt h o f t  .e t r a.i n , i n o r d Er t o av oi d l i n ea r t r av e l o f t   ie

t a r g e t i n s of a r a s pos s i b l e . Tn t h e ca s e of st a t i ona r y l  oc a r  o t i v e s , a d i a gon a l a t t a c k

 ra s b e t t e r , b e c e,u , e t he t a r g e t ar e a wa g s r ea t e r .

g t t a ck s on 5hi p s : S'r  i ps we r e or d i n s r i l y a t t ack ed wi t h a i r bor n e c annon f r om t h :

d i a g on a l , s i n ce i t wa s ea s i e r t h i s wa ,y
t o hi t t h e vra t er l i ne an d t he vu l n er ab l e po i n t s

( su c}y  i s t h e b r i d   ,e
  f r em r e l a,t i v e l y f a.r aw3y . An a t t d ck al o ng t h e e nt l r e l en  ;t h of

t h e s hi p , c a r r i e d o   t by s i n gl y f l y i n g a ir c r a f t f o l l o +vi n  e   ,c h ot h er i n c l o s e su cc e st

s i on , h ad t h e adv a.n t Zg e t ha t t h e en t i r e d e c l , a r e a c au l d b e h i t a ga i n a.nd a  ;a i n by

ma c rii n e -  :un f i r e .

Ni gh t Qt t a clt s i n Gr oup s of Thr e e   r c r a f t : Pr oper i l l u mi n a t i on wa s t.h e ms.i n pr e -

r e qu i s i t e f or n i gh t a.t t a ck s c ar r i e d au t i n f o r - ; at i
.a n . I  ar i n   ; t h e a ppr o a ch f l i ght , t h e

f or ma t i on l oo s en ed u p z nd ea.c
h a i r c r a f t s.s s umed t he p o si t i on e.s s i gn ed t o i t . Tf i t

wws n e c e s s a.r y t o t lir n ov er t h e t a r ge t , t :  e f o l l owi ng a i r c r a f t h a.d t o d ev i a t e l e f t o r

r i gh t d ep e nd   ng     ?on t he d ti r ec t i o n of t u r n . Th i s wa s n ec e s s a r y i n or d er t o av oi d t h e i r

g e t t i n € i n t o ea ch o t h er ' s or t ne l ea d a.i r c r a f t ' s way dur i-n g t r e d ep ar t u r e f l i gh t . I t

we,s a   ood i de a  t o a a r e e i n a dv a n c e on t he d ep r  r t u.r e f .l i gh t r vu t e , s i n c e t h i s f a c i l i -

t s t ed t h e a s s e rnb l y md n eu v e r .

 :f f ec t i v cn e s s : Sev er a l t an k s o f t wo l a r g e f u e l d p pot s wer e s e t on f i r e by t h e

z i r b or n e ar rna rn ent and ma c h i ne-   : n f i r e of   ow- ? ev e l a t t a ck ar s .   p ? r oxi ma t e l y t wen t y
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239

wen t u p i n f l ame s ; n o i nf or mat i o n on t h e f s.t e of t }:e r es t i s av a i l a b l e . 1h e i n c en -

diary effect was due to the use of phosphor ;s bullets with stecl core. Txo speedboats

were set on fire by  ,i_r
borne armament and r achine-gun fire, and one s.teamship was

driven aground by 3irborne armament fire.

Ta c t i c s Empl o,y ed Du r i n  At t a c k s b     n e  ay Fi   ,h
t e r Ai r c r a Ft

General: A s a rule the naval air squadron cou ld assume tnat it wou ld have to

c o n t e n d  ci t h o n l y o n e o f t h e t wo t y _a e s o f e rle  ny a   it i a i r c r a f t d e f r  n s e s ( al i t i a i r c r a f t

a r t i l l e r y a r_
d f i ;, i  t e r a i r c r a f t  

. Th e a qu a d r o n n ev e r c n c otzn t e r e d b o t h t
,y p e s e.

t t h e

s a me t a r Ee t . ]h zr i n   t h e d a y t n e s qu a dr o n e a r r i e d vu t n o l ow- l e v e l a,
t t ,  , e

k s a g a i n s t

t a r g e t s p r o t Ac t e d b y a n t i a i r c r a f t a r t i l l e r y , a,n
d d ,l r i n  ; r g c on n a i s s s .n c p ff  i s s i o n s t h e

aircraft w ere ab.
le to identify enemy batteries before th ey came into riring _range.

l h u s d a y t i me d e f e n : e a n e c e g s a.r
i l y t o ok t h e f e r  •  o f f i    h t e r a,

i r c r a f t d e f e n s e s . An d

s i n c e e n e n y n i Gl  t f i g l  t e r s ( c on t r a r y t o r e l: ur t s ) w :r e n e v e r e n c o u n t e r e d , c o n d i t i o n s

at night were j  st the rev er se.  hile th e squ adr on encoun tered only a v ery few enemy

f i   h t e r  a i r c r a i t i n t r e b e g i n n i n g , t   i 3 s i t u s .
t ; e n c ?i a n   ;e d l a t e r o n a o t h a t i t h a d t o

b e o n t h e l o o k ou t f o r Re d f i g h t e r s e v e n a l
.o n   t h e c u a s t .

Th e   :l s .r.in
i n   , p r e p 3r a t i o n ,

a n d a.c c o  np l i = 
 ;r   r  t o f mi s s i o n s n a t  ar a l l y h a d t o t   ,

l:.e
t h e s e f a e t o r s i n t o a e c au n t .

'uv a l  za t i on of t   ie En emy FXgh t e r For c e s : Th e onl y F-n  c :ny f i  , h
t e r a i r c r a f t t o a p -

pe a r wer e t .- e wi n g l e - s e a t ::r Cu r t i s s an d 3o e i nt  ;Ra t a   :node l s . Th e Wi e apor t , i den t i -

f i ed du r i n    t i  e i n i t i a l pli  .5e o f o per a t i o n s , s oon d i 3a pp ti d .r ed f r o m t l"  e s c en e of a c t i on .

Ì o t wi n- s ea t e r  ' i :: t  t e r a i r c r a f t we r e ob s e r v ec  . Un on e occ a s i ;on , h owev  er , a gr au p of

three He- 9's was s.ttac
ked -- witnout success -- by a Rpd Martin bomber .

The Red

f i gh t e r s ha d a t t h e i
.r

di s po s a l a t l e a s t t wo , bu t u su a,l l y f our , r i gi d l y mou n t ed ms.chi n C .

  $ , Tr a c er sam nu n i t i on wa s eBp l oy e d . Th er e vra s n o i nd i ca t i on t ha t t h e e i:emy wa s

u s i n   ph o s ph or u :  bu l i e t s , a.n d j u dg i n ; f r o r  t h e e f f'e c t i v   ne s s of li i   h i t s , t h i s i s ex -

tremely unlikely. The Red fi ,rh
ter aircraft were not equipped with airoorne ca.nr cn.

T?  e en e my f i gr•t er p i l o t s wer e an y t h i ng b,a t ex pe r t i n 1: i   ht f l y i n b , t h ey i nv ar i a bl y

left the ecene of actzon as soon ds it be an to grow dark.
r̀he crews of the Germ n

J
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The i r o rn ob servat i ans h ad t   .zgh t t he pi l ot s oi t   e na va l ai r s   uadr oil ; ha t t }iey had

t o b e al er t f c r da.wn a Ut a.c :s by enerny f i  ;rit er   .i r cr af t v  zi c  . had t aken of f dur i ng t he

ni ght .

The e ne  ny a i r c r a f t e i t h e r f l ew s i n gl y ar i n g•r ou ps of f i v e , i n t he l a t t er c a s e

i n v ery l oo s e f or mat i on . They di s per s ed f or t h e a t t a ck . Th e i r   .t t  ?cks wer e not ba s ed

on c oor di nat ed ac t i on , al t hou gh s ome r ŝ di ment a r y a t t empt 9 i n t hi s di r e c t i on wer e made .

For example, when seversl enemy fi
_g
't!ters were inv lved in an attack, one of their aum-

ber of t en he s.ded ou t ov er t y e wa t er i n or der t o cu t o f f t h e e s cape of t he ff e- 59 under

a t t a ck . Th e f i     t e r ai r cr af t ou t ov c r t he wa t e r t h en u sual l y s t ood by , whi l e t he

r e s t ke pt out of t he r a.ng e a f t he He- 59 ' s ( 6 , 560 f ee t )
, c omi ng i n f or oc ca s i onal at -

tacks from above and behind. On one occas?on the ked fighters tried a kind of pincer

operation in the 3ir, with two aircraft coming up on each side of the victim. Anather

t i  ne t wo Red f i g2a e r s at t a cke d f r om t he f r ont whi l_e
t wo ot h er s at t ack ed s i mu l t an eou s l

.y

from the rear. One singly flying Red fighter carried out a successful attack by ap-

pr oac hi ng f r om t he di r e c t i on of t h e sun ; o t her s t ook s ki l l f u l s:dv ant ag e of t h e de ad

angl e oc c a s i one d by t he t ai l a s s embl y of t he ai r cr c  f t u r der at t ack . The undeni ab l s

superiority of t ±e Red fighters over the He-59 in terms of speed made it easy for them

to pick up r  He-59 and to rernain on its tail. 5ometimes they followed the  3e-5y's as

far as eigt:teen miles out to aea, and on one occasion a Red fighter tried as many as

,even attacks over water . In attacking a  .roup of two or three He-591s, especially

wh en t he l at t er open ed f i r e wi t h t h e i r ai r bcr n : c anzlon , t h ey wer e ext r eme l y c au t i ou s ,

and usually veered off as soon as t ey came within 1,312 feet of them. Their skill

in firing was anything but outstanding, yet they  .zsua
lly succeeded in scoring up to

three direct hits per attack. Still, in view of the fire cones, whose impaet on the

water could be observed, their results should have been much better.

Enemy 8trength and kircraft Reporting Service: The number of fighter aircraft

a s s i gned ex c l u ci v e l y t o t he Ga t al on i   n c o a s t a s f ar s outh s s Val enc i a can onl y b e

estimated roughly on the basis of agents' reports and Fersonzl observation. In any
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Fi r e Di s ci pl i ne and Comba t 8a ng e : Ev en at r e l at i v e l y l o n.g r an  e ( ov er 3
,;

3 0Q f t )
,

 

. , : . . .
I

t he gun f l a sh of t h e naa c  i ne- g un s wa s v i si b l e s o t    t t he enemy pi l o t kne  r i mmedi at ei .
   -

l y wh en he wa s be i ng f i r ed upo n . Wh en t r a c er a mmun i t i ori or pho s phar us bu l l e t s  rer e .
  

u s ed , t he f i r e con e wa s v i s i b l e ev en i   t h e day l i gh t . I n ant i - f i gh t er de f ens e aper'a- _
_ .  . :, I

t i on a t he a c t ual e f f e c t i v ene as o  f i r e   a s l e s s i  npor t ant t han i t s e f f e c t as a mor al e -  

s hal  i ng f a e t or . Def en s i v e f i r e wa s i n t e nd ed t o h ol d t ?  e enEmy at a di s t an c e . Th  s

i t wa a i mpcr t an t t hat t he de f eri di ng ai.r cr a f t o p ea f i r e ( i n .
f i r e s al v o s of appxox i mat e-

1y f i v e s he l l s a t & t i me } on t   .e enemy a t maxi mu m e1'f e c t i v e r ang e ,. s o t hs t t he   ri e t y

pi l o' 
. r e al i z ed t   at hi s pre s enc e had  i e en not e d . Fr om t he v ery b eg i nni ng , e ach naval

.:
:

ai r s qua dr on gunner wa s t r ai ned t o x a t  
:h   i s ammuni t i on s s nppl i e s  .

aar e fu l l y . Ther e

  e ra 8 25 t   90 0 r ound s f or ea ch ma chi n e- gun , an d 200 r ounds f or each s i x bor ne aannon .

I n l ong - r ang e def en s i v e f i r e f rom a i rba rne ca nnon , i t  ra s i mpor t an t t o ©ake sur e t ha t

t he s h e l l s go t u a l l y bur et a t 3 , 0 00 f ee t .   he bur s t af hi gh- ex pl o s i v e she l l s :a s we l l

a s t he f l a sh af t h e t r ac er ammun i t i on 1  er e ea s i l y v i s i hl e , s o t ha t t he '
,
enemy pi l o  

Ras bound to realize in tantly that he was being fired upon by airborne canno . Ar-  

mox- pi e r c  i r g and h i gh- ex pl o s i v e ammun 'i t z an  ra s 'us ed f or r ang e s bey o.
nd 3 , 0 00 f e e '      ,

f i r e d i n s al v os of t hr e e she l l s e a ch . Mo r e i nt en s i v e f i r e ( f i r e   or   f f e c t ) vl a s b e-

g un a t s hor t er r an.ge , a ppr ox i ma t e l y 1 ,   0 0 f e e t . The .
g unner s wer e eatpec t ed t o wa i t

f or t he b e at og por t un i t xe a t o f i r e , e i t her when t he ens my  t ar g e t i ra $ r o l at i v e l y s t a-  

t i onar y or wh en i t s l i nea r t r av e l wa s a t a mi n  .+num. E  t ended s al v o. 
t o barr ag e f i r e  _

 strength were recommended. When the enemy was using his r3.g
idly mounted machine-guns,

t h e be ar i ng rra s re l at i v e l y s t a t i onar y ,  rh i ch me ant t hat t he def endi ng g untner had a

better chanae of scoring a h it. Sometimes a sudden bur st of fir  Was successful ia

forcing the enemy aircraft to veer off, even though its engines provided a certain

mea sur e of pro t e c t i on . The cr i t i c a l mome nt i n an y f i gh t e r , a t t ack f r om t h e r e ar i s

t h e moment i n arhi ch t he at t ackea i s f oTCe d t o t ur n ; t hs r e i a     'aYs one po i nt at

xh i
ch t h e b ear i ng i s a t at i onary and       rhi cY: t he at t acki ng ai r ar   f t pr e s ent s al maa t

.

i t s e nt   r e l eng t h a s a t ar ge t : and a t ar ge t a t f a i r l y c l os e r ari ge . Thi a x a e t he mo-
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, , _ • . • 1
•

i ] '!   1 T  r •  1 
. - , _   ,

.
'

 

,l
'   .  

 
.

•   r• 1/   •
•

.   I
• •1 .

1
. .' I I I , N , II 1 C.   l . j      

. I I . I
i
1 . _  

'    

 

•
1 1

-
- . - • •. .

. r / J `
'

I I
7 W  

.
/

l   .   - I . .
.I 1

I
  I

 
'   ti I i 1• 1 }'.

••
'-

. " , •    - ' S+'   ' 1  j .r _   ,  -
I

? : •   r . l   •
,  

I I . S
'

_
I

-
:

d ' I ,   -
'   t '

.

 

' ' . 1 1 1
 

, - L
'  

1    
. .

I
   

J
SL

•
'
• • y `  

•  1•
 

I

-
, •

1  i • .
.

. ' _ ,
  4. .. 

  /
L

'  
i J   . '   (' '   I

~

-
  I

'

. 
- S'

 
,

  '
. i

- L• -
  - . ;  

. ' 1 
'   ' r

 
•
: 

 
`  

I
S '

.

,
. .

T '
     

•
1-

•

.
  ' •{ f

i   t  'r    
. ..  [ n

r i

,    I ' 
I

. ' - 1 . .. •t
t '

„

 

• _I +  ` •T _
1 , .. 1 _,   ' - y  . '. r. 1'•. . i   _ I f

-   _

 
  I Y • I r ,.

l r
, • j   

_
_

  - . . - ,
' ! • .

'
•.
  1

 

• ti
• . I I I . Y

, 1 -1 ' ' - iII 1 7 . s ' •

 

Y
,     .

• 1 .
 

-. :
  J .

 
" . .

1     '
, • . .

- ` 1 -
, 1I '

ii
 

  i  
  I

 
  '   .     ,

    •
. - I . .•

     
.

. • r y , i r •
  r ' I 1

,
' 1  

 
• . ,r 1 +   • I_*} _ -,

i
,

.

i  .
 

  _
 

 
•1' . .

   

' P r „ i ' • - . . - .
'

.
F

.
l i l

• •

. T
I
  •  

 
'j
 

F
• n •

  r
, _ - .- 1

i !  1 ' -   9Y ,'
.• ,

,
  , f . • •   7 - I

• , - •
 
, ,

 
• . . ,

 
•

,
 

l
{ ' t .

Y _ I
_ f r l

l l l _ . _ • /
•

, . . .   ' •   .7 1_' j _
I _ 1 , :r   - , I

'
    I r l ' ' 'I .

  '
 

• 1 • r
'

I

 
1 , 

• .
•

, .
 

y j 1
-

. I
•

.
.

, . . I r .
_  

 
.

• -
• •

L _ -
'
, 1'/

l
-

 

1
I I

1 1 177

7

  •

1 )
  •  

 
   

1 -
'

  '
' -

'   _ 1   •

r i
' '

\
• .

 
,
  . - ,r : _.

- ,1
TI   . .•

 
  , ' , f  

1  
-r

, + •
• .  , +I,_

'   - '
 
I
1 , I     

.,
t r

.

/ I,Y , r,  1  ± ,
r a: ',

 
k'.   I I, , '  r    

    ,  *   r
•

,
•

, _•
(    •- .

Y } I i ' I 1-, . •  i   I. a 1 1   1
5-

=    
 

..1 1 , r•  1 1

 

•
5
.,

j
• ;, Ir- I  Ir • ` ,{ i   1  

` ' ,
I      1

1
r  

.
. 

II I •
t

- .
'

.
    ,_ •r   . . I . , • .   I•   ' - t •

_

 

' " I •  
 

I  
')

 
• ' '

 
VL -

-

1 1 1
- , ,

' . .

•
_

   
..

 
• - j :   I

_
r _ - _   '

.i
. _i 1 • I f

 '
J I •   

1
  - ti l-

1

• 1 
y

11
 

 
 

I A
  '

- c   •
- ,

I '
.
i

ua , i  
i n. 1 I   / , .

•
+   1. I _ . . , .

•.  _   - u
  '

  r
  1 l   , ' 

•

. . " '
_

 
y ti = , • . ' I

j .   ' 1. -
_

`
1 , .. 1  I .   + +

    I y : ' 1  -+ * ,
  : '

 

. . . ,  
'

 - . ', .  ll
.
a l

,
 f . . . ,

• - . .
  I   11,- '

,

 

,  ̀ 1   . ., .
• '

. :  
. . ' . . - ;  1

.!+ 1 `
.   5'

. -      a . i
, 1 , ^, 'i

• - r ':  
, I 1 . . • ! 1    

.

 
t r

 
   

 
4 . I = . . _

' i .
t 1 I

 '
, _ ,

• _ - . •   . I
t
-

^. 7 _I I I r • i
•j

S
-Y (.. :  5 ` - f

 
__I

. -
.
  ; _

'

•
. ,

i
'

_
.

t
  . ( •

' 1•  
. . . •

' ,

= '
• +

 

, I
;

+
J , .

-

 

•
. .

: , . ._     . . .
 
     

. .
•

l il

 

. '    
    T , •   ,

  S
r • , , • - r   ' i

'
'   }  

• -
• j •1` 1

_

a

•   r _ • - -   i
i

  } J _
 

'
'

. .
'
.
J  

1
 
  i l

 
1 1 .

' - .
•
. I

 
'  '   '  

• • y - .
• ' •

, tiT ti
.  

. . . , • L
 

. . . - , . ,
    ' J

. { , I r
. . . . _ . 'll

. I  
. •   .' . ' _ 1 1

, •
I S    

. _
••* . 1  r

' Y _ '  
I

I       "   • '   ' ' J
i
'

.

I
r   L -

I
  •  

_ i
  : '

- ,
1
' n . •

• ' 1    7
  '    

I
. •

f * 1
-,,

     
-   ," '

• - -
 

t '
_ . :   I •

• •
• . .

• 1 1

   

'   '
,
' ' • • I •' /_I"1

 
.  +1. 1 , . , 1 . i `

_• "   '' . ,
  p I :

 
' r: 1   .

'
. `I1 . -. . , f • 1   , ' , .. •II ,,   1 • r   I __, I : rx . • , -3  ._ -_

 • • y, '_ ,1  .  I    1r  - . -,. • • .. ; -.- il il . I IC .   i 1 I7  1• . * 1'   ti       T
  I    •   e ! - l '   •    . i .   - J

I; '
•r ` : - t _ ,  

f I. • •
  • I 1 "   •' : . .

  •
. . - . ., -

 
       . , - I•1 . • •      

. .    

,

  }
 
• _

•
 

 r y
  , 1 " I   _i •   ` . -

r ,
=
T
 
1

•  
.,  '1  I ' I "

_
- '   l _ • .

  . •  
-
 

- .
   . ' • I•  JJ

• 1 • I
•y , - 1 .

 
a   . .

1
.

 
  _ 1

 
. • r ' .

1 • ' • : . I 'L ' . . . . _ . .. I 1   L . `
y   .  

1
, . ,

.
:   '

 
i1 r t     r .   1   •I .1• ' " . -

_1
  • . ' ' •

, ' . . ' ! , • ,   .   . .f
• !.F' l

•
.. . . ..  1 - . ,

f r .t . . . ,t  . ,., .J l
.

' }
. . _ . . 1 .

1
    u

f I
 

.
 

l
I '   I   • I - .  

: r
  s

 

 

' ,
 

• .      
- . .

'
.

-
•

 

_

•
_
 
.

 
•

. .
 

I . .
I

 

•

  -     I . , ;
_

  . _ _ ;  ; . .
r 1   /

;  
+:

"

  .
' , .

\ , ,
I

I ;
•

,
_

_    ` ,  
. ,

I r

  1

_

t

,

-

. =
I I •

:
'

,
 

.
1 i

 
  . 1 •

'
  11

.
' 1:

,
,  

.

 

.

. 1 L        
. .  

I
I I ' -l

•

•• ,
'

. .     •   r . .
•  

,
1

r . -_
>. ,_   _ ,

, , . . . '  . • " • ` _y
•

, • •1 :. ,
i l 1. , _

 
  ' +

-. • .
r

j
- t '   '  

I
_

= I  
. I . . -  I . , . , . . - ' -. I . Ir - I r - , r •, } ,

1 i 7C •  .
'

  4 1 , °
. . -

_
  ..

-
"_

  ' ' .
• -

'
•

•
:. . •

-
,

'
- . _

.   - . : s

-

.
• 

T .
I

. -

' , f
I
    .

I
-   - - - '-' - -   'r i a .  - _ . I I 1 '

  - - -

 
  l  lf

    ,   ,   , • •
•



THIS PA  E DE  LASSIFIED IAW E  12958

•Y I } -
 

. .-
=  

. .

 
•

•

- ,
 

'
.  

. . .     K
   

 
 
'

r
., ,

   
   

. .

 

2 4 5
 

,
.

  . I'
-
   -.

 
. _    i  i   g •t h e pau s e g i n t h e f i gh t i ng , t h e awlizun i t i on suppl i e s ha d t o   e e qli,a

l i zed  e.mtmg  

t he v 8 .1'1 DL18 g  n s t at i on s . II sual l y i t  r.a  t he t ai l at at i on RhYCh u s ed up  al l i t s am-
  . .
I muni t i on f i r s t . .    .,,    I     { '

Def en aiv e Maneuv e r s s As a mat t ar of pr i nci pl e , t he a,i r cr a f t of   he na4 s ,7
, a i.  •- .  

s qu,adr on av o3ded oo mba t x i t h e ne my f i ght e r s Whe n t h ey uou l d .  Then en emy f i ght e r s   rer b      ,

s i gh t ed , t he s qu s.dr oa a i r cra f t t ur ne d ou t t o s ea i n or de r t o ghake t hem of f , and t hen

  r e t ur n ed t o compl e t e th e i r mi s s i on . Ahen t h e s qu adron a i,r   r a f t • er e f l y i ng i n gr oup e

o f t w. or t hr e e , t hi s maneuv e r wa s a a t -a l a ay s ne ce s s ar y . I n t ur rri ng out t o s ea , t he "' 
-

,
.   ' .   . '    i

direction of the sun and the ta,3lwind
were fully eaploited. 1'requenthy the sqnsdr4   

a i r cra f t e er e ab l e t o e s ca,pe ov er t he r a t er vri t hout t he enerqy f i gh t er s ' ev en  c a t aYli ng

s i gh t of t h em. Agai ns t a ol ottdl e s s   r , t h e s qu adron a i r ar af t - - ev em rrhe n t hey  rer e

f l yi n   a t f a i r l y hi g 
.i al t  .

t ude s .
( 3 , 300 t o 6 , 56 0

.
f e e t ) - - di pped do s n t o 33 0 t o 6 y6 :

f e e t abov e t he round or t he x a t e r .
Thi a maneuv er pr ov ed t o b e v ery ef f

.
he t i v e i rYdeer  ; 'g

i n t he f i r st pl a o e. i t i   ex t r e mel y d i f f i cu.
  t t o s i   ht and l e ca t e ; ; i 'i'o ta a1 o  e  , e n ai r -

. -_; 

ar a f t f l y i ng l orr vv er t he g r ound a r Wa t e r , and i n t he s e cond pl a c e , ev en i f t he enem 

f i gh t e r pi l ot di d mana ge 'to 1
.oca t e i t , he haa no way of maneuv er i ng   :r   to s f evwr a'bl e  

. -. _ -
.   ..

a t t a ck po s  .t i an ( i . e . be l
 o  r hi s  ri c t i m)

. I n ahor t , t h i s man euv er .
pi ,

t t h e enemg
,
i:  it  o

a d i f f i cu l t posi t i on . =f he at t ac ked f   o n ab ov e , h e ha cou l d n at
. go do  n l o  s nough

  ,  
t o t ur n under t hs a i r cr af t un der at t a4k

_
 ri t hout j   o par d

.
i   i .  g t   :e   'i r i ng ck aa Ce s of

his flQxibly  mounted machine,guns. A turn  rta® alwaya carr3.e
d out either at tkte eame

:

al t i t u de or a t a h i gh+er al t i t tid e . The _i mg ac t of th e s he l l s on t he wat e r , Rh i ch c o i l d

al s o b s ob s er v ed by t he p3.l ot of t he ai r eFa f t und er at t ack   s er v ed t he a t t a oker as

ai r cr a f t -. .-

gui d®s i n p l ae i ng h i s f i r e . I n aa s e t her e   er e c l ouda , t he ,
  a t t a ak e  cou l d de t vur -

 

into them} in order tn aeasp® pursuit.  On one occasion, wh n a singly f yi.n  squad-

r on   .
i s ar af t   r8 3 be i ng at t a ck ed by f our enem,y

f i ght e r e , i t   o''  r i d of 'i t s bom̀b--l aad

zn or de r t o i ncr e a s e i t s c  .
i   b i ng ab

.
i l i t y .

2'h i a t y pe of
;
men euv$ r was car r   e c  ou t s u-

t oma t i e a l l y whenever  •  n  my f i gh t er t  .wer e r e por t ed appr o  eh i n g . .
Other maneu r    s  rer e 

po s s i b l e , dep end3.ng u pon t h e t y g e a.r d d i r e c t i o n of at t ac l  . Mo st of t he s e at t a
.c

ks

. .   .  ;. :
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.

s f an a t t a ck by eneru3  f i g ht er ai r cr a f t , t ne f o l l owi i  a i r cr e,f t h ad or der s t o al a s e

t h e ga p b et we en t rRe ns e l v e s and t he l ead ai r cr af t a s   •l i ck l y a s po s s i bl e , un l e s s , of

  c aur s e , t he a t t ac ker s s e e ned t i mi d , i n whi ch c a de a l ao s er f or mat i on wa s per mi s s i b l e .

Under t he s e ci r cums t s.nc e s , t he ac cor  pl i s hment o f t rie v a.r
i ou s man euv er s mec e s s s ,ry x a s

+ - Tr ans l e t or ' s Not e : Sor ry , bu t I 'm s t uniped ! ^ h c J er ©•ar  t e x t hws ". . . da Kommandant

und   t.tn
ker i m Luf t s t r om s t anden ", x hi ch - a cc o rdi n ; t o u l l t he so ur c e s av ai l ab l e

to me, means "...since t:he crew ca tain and radio an wern i
.n

the air current or

ai r f l ow" . Pe rha ps ,you c an mz1c+  bet t e r s en s e ou t o f i
.
t !
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T
 

much s i mpl er . Th e l e ad a i r cra f t had no Ray of gui di ng t he o t her s by m®ans o f a .gns l s

or radio co nmunication. Tn banking to aim the airborne cannon, it Aas better to keep

the target on the outside curve ao that tl:e aircraft cauld not interfere Rith each

other 's fire.

Con cl u s i ons s I t i s cl e as t ha t t he av ai l abl e f i r e poWer c an be bet t er di s t r i bu-

ted during low-level flight. Machine-gun defensive fire to the rear and upwards ia

ineffective, and the belly gunaer ha$ hardly any opportunity to fire, The situatian

might be 3mproved if the mechanie could take over a second maohine-gun mounted above

i n t he r e ar of t he ai r cra f t .
r̀hi s gu n shou l d be moua t ed no t on a r o t at i ng gua r i ng ,

but rather on something like a ventral gun-mount. Novradays, in order to increase the

f i r e pou er t o t he r e ar , a i:r bor ne • annon ar e be i ng i ns t al l ed i n t h e t a i l g un s t at i on .

I n t h e c a s e of a g r oup o f t wo a i rc ra f t , t he l e ad ai r cr af t  rou l d hav e i t a ai rbor ne aan-

non i n t hs no s e , and t he f o l l owi ng ai r cr a f t wou l d h av e i t i n t he t a#.
1 . The t ec hno l o-

g i c al. s pe c i f i c at i ons ar e i r  eni ou s ; no pr a ct i c al e cpe r i e nc e i s av ei l ab l e a s ye t .

Communication via intercom proved to be too poor, When the gunners Aere in the air

strea
 

. Despite the use of phosphorus bull.e
ts w ith steel core, the machine-gun am-

muni t i on pr ov e d t o be t oo i n ef f e c t i v e . The t r ai ni ng of t he gunner s rra s i nadeqv a t e f or

t he demands o f aer i al comba t ; t h ey   rer e of t en un sur e of t hems e l v e s a s r e g ard s t he

most favorable firi.ng possibilities and the firing technique itself. The sighting

devices used Ri.
th the maehine-gun s proved poorly suited to air-to-air firiag.

+ - Pleage see Tran slator's Note on the greceding page.
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10) The Ground OrRanization
36

I n t h i s par t i au l ar s e c t or a g ood de al of v er y v a l uab l e ex per 3.enc e wa s gai n-

ed d-ar i ng t h e c our ee o f t he Condor Leg i on ' s o per a t i o ns i n a f or e i gn   t hough f r i endl y ,

oou:n t r y . For t he   r oun d or g ani za t i on i n Spa i n ha d t o adapt i t 8 e l f t o t he co ndi t i ons

prevailing e.
t tha.

t time in that particular place if it was to meet the demands made

u pon i t . Th e mos t v al Uabl e expr r i enc e f o r l a t e r dev e l opment s l a  i n t he demons t r at i on

of t he f a at c;t ha t i t wa s pos s i b l e t o co nj ur e up r t  nway e and eme r g ency ai r f i e l de under

the most difficult of conditions and -- in fact -- from scratch and to prepare a

gr ou.n
d or ga ni zat i on f or ef f ec t i v e ope r a t i on wi th i n t he sh or t e s t poas i b l e t i me . Th e

gr ou nd org ani zat i on p  r s o nne l i n Spai n of t ea ha d t a r e s or t t o i mpr ov i s ed so l u t 3,on a

f or t h e i r many pr ob l ems , s o l u t i ons whi ch l a t er prov ed t o be ex t r emel y pr ac t i oal and-

u s e f u l ; Wh en t he i r  i mpr ov 3.s a t i e n s pr ov e d wor th l e s s , t hey ha d no ahoi ce bu t t o ke ep

on experimenting until they found a way to operatc effectively .

Tt i s obv i ous , of c our s e , t l  ,t t he bo mber un i t s i n par t i cu l ar po s e d a g o od many

pr.ob l ems i n conne c t i on wi t h t ho org ani za t i on of gr ound or g an i z 3t i on s er v i c e s . I t i s

also important to note that the flyin.g units in Spain leca rned to help ?n the estab-

11 shm en t of t iie i r own g r ound or g an i za t i on i ns t a l l a t i on s ; i n so me i ns t anc e s , i n f a c t , .

i t wa s t h e f l y i z    un i t s w.
h i ch ae t up t he gr ound or g ani za t i on cnt i r e l y on t h e i r own ,

in addit7on to carryinF out trle.
ir flying missions on the sid.e.

The sharp diatinction

be t ween t h e f l yi n g uni t s , on t he on e h and , a nd t he ground or   ,r  ni zat i on un i t s , on t h e

other, which had existed for some time in Germany, was unknown in Spain. There there

w2r e n© ai r f i e l d compan i e s de t a,ched f r om t he f l y i ng uni t   t o t ake c ar e of g r ound or -

g an i zat i on m&t t er s . I ns t ead , ea ch s qua dr on ha d i t s f u l l compl e?ne  it of g round per s on-

n el and e ach s a_u adr on ca pt ai n   ra s chat gad wi t h f u l l r e epon ni bi l i t y f or gr vund or g an i -

za t 3on ef f e c t i v ene s a .
Thi s s y s t em pr av ed v e ry s at i s f ac t or y dur i ng t he Spr  ni s h Ci v i l

1  ar , Nw er t he l e s s , Luf t  raf f e l eade r s wer e q ai t e r i   t i n r e f u s i ng t o app l y i t t o

3   - Th e mat er i al i n t li i s subs ec t i on i s b a s ed on t he f ol l owi ng s our c e s :

 reiherr von Beuat  op. cit., Pa,rt C, pagES 119 and 120  

Vol kmann , op , ai t . , pag e J
.Ei .
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F
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. . . . .   . . . .  .

" ''  "  'suppor t sd by t  ie German     i ch and by t he Spani ah agenci e s , bu t ai eo t o a t al dri   f orP _ :
.   . •

   
_
    ,

C7
_ . . -` ;    '  l mpr ov i s at i on and t he Wi l l t o s u

.c c e èd  an t h e par t of t he t r ao ps c onc e rned .
;- ,

I t mu   t be r emembe r ed t hat a t no t i me du r i ng t he Spani s h Ci   3i.1 War  rer e t h   fl ed s

ab l e  t © di s r   ;  it or ev en th  ea t en t he Leg i on   s s upg l y s y s t em by t he i r s i r at ta ck e . . ,
,

T}  e Leg i on ' s r 8qu i r emeh t s
.
i n t er ms of per s onne l , a i r cr a,f t ,   e e,pons , s par  

,
pa    a , '

, , ,
and ammuni t i on r ar e l y r ar e l y c ame up t o t h e es t i ma t e s made or i g i na  

.
  , s i nQe •+y,   s  

h a s be en poi nt e d out i  ,n
Chapt er I I I - -   er so nne l a nd ma.t er i al l o s s e e  Ve "r e une   pea  e d-
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boYe c a u3
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r   u   ed  
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.
Antiaircraft Artillpry

38

ln the summ©r of 1936, twenty light nntiair.cra
ft artillery pieces arrived in

 

Spain . Originally they were to be used only in the training of Span ish soldiers in

antiaircraft artillery operations, but later on t -,cy were releaaed far emplo,ymen
t

at t he f r ont . Par t of t h e m we re us ed i n t he de f en s e of t h e Le gi on ai r ba s e at Se-

ville, and the rest were employed to provide antiaircraft cover for the National ist

t r 4ops dur i ng• t h e i r adv a nc e t oWar ds t he n or t h : 'l h i s l a  : t e r mi s s i an , of aour s e , prov i -

ded ampla opr:ortunity to test the commitmer t of antiaircraft artillery against enemy

pockets of resistance in direct support of gr und operations. The flat trajectory

and high aiming accurac  of the 20 mm guns were respanssble for the first suceesses

achieved by these a eapons in ground operations.

x I n 5 ept ember 3.9 36 t he f i r s t heav y ant i ai r c r af t ar t i
.
l l er y ba t t ery a rr i v e d i n

Spain and rras irnmediately assigned to the foeal point of operations, i.e. in the

pr o t ec t i on of th e Ns,t i ona  i s t t r oops f i g ^t i ng ar ound t ?  e c ap i t al . I t s o on be c ame

apparent that the 88 mm gun wa9 an eaceedingly good weapon ar_
d that the firing tae-

t i c s and t ec hni qu e s us ed by t he G :r r an Lu f t wa f f e wer e appr opr i at e and ef f ec t i v e .

Although thL battQry was somewhat hampered b
,y

the fact that its crews Were made up

hal f of Ger man per sonne l and ha l f of poor l y t r ai n ed Spani sh pe r aonn el , i t s per f or m-

ance during•this first engagement was very good.  aturally it was impossible for

a s i ng l e mvdern ant i ai r dr af t ar t i l l ery ba t t e r y ( t he Nat i ona l i s t E had onl y ol d- f a s h i on-

ed , m  i nef f i c i ent guns a t t h e i r d .s po s al ) t o ke ep  the ai r s pa-c e ov er Madr i d f r e e o f

enemy aircraft, especially since the Reds were fully aware of how dangerous it was

to their operations and thus subjected it to repeated attack, as a result of .hich

i t wa s f or c ed t o ke ep ch angi ng po gi t i on cont i.maou9 l ,,  .

j8   The matcrial cantained in this sectian i3 based on the following sourc :a=

Aldinger, op. cit.

Ado l f Ga ].
l a nd , Di e Er s t en und di a he t z t en ( 7

.'he .
r i r s t and t h e La s t )

, Fr anz

Sehneekluth, Darmstadt (the sectiun dealing with the reptreussions of the

empl oyme nt o f t he Condor Leg i on on t   e Cer ma.n Luf t waf f e  
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' Nev e r t h e l e s s , t he i n i t i al s uc c e s s i t a. hi ev ed i n br i T g i ng dawn ene   ai r   r a f t di d

  provide a certain measure of relief for the Nationalist troops, for the Red bombers

very soon began to drop their bo nbs from a respectful altitude of 13,000 feet ano.
to

disappear immediately as soon as the German antiaircraft artillery guns started to

f i r e .   v e n so , i t wa,g obv i ou s t hr  t a number of ba t t e r i e s vrou l d hav s t o be c onc ent r a-

ted asound the Madrid area if a  ruly effective cover was to be provided 

I3y the end of the 5panish Civil iNar the hegion had a total of five hesvy and two

light batteries at ita disposal. Approximately half of them were employed in the

Nationalist rear area to provide protection for the Legion a sirf3elds, while the

o t her ha]
.
f rra s u t i l i z ed at t he f oc a l po i n t s of t h c gr ound f i gh t i n  . I t s oon b ecame

obvious that batteries .hich remained inactive too long gradually lost their ability

to concentrate effectively in action. This problem Was solved by frequent rotation

between the rear area and frant batteries; this measure also enhanced the spirit of

competition and thus resulted in better ar d better records of enemy aircraft doWned.

gs hr s already been pointed out, both the heavy and light antiaircraft artil.
lery

batteries proVed to be extremely effective in operata.vns against enemy aircraft, at

the front as well as in the reaz area. For oxample, tht record of eleven enemy air-

cr af t br ought down i n f i v e day s dwei ng t h e ba t t l e o f
.  r unet e i s c e r t a i nl y r emarkab l e

in view of the fact that the Red air forces had only about 200 aircraft at their dis-

po s a l .

Despite the excellent results achieved against air targets, even at that time

it had to be admitted that the 88 mn guns rarely succteded in scpriag direct hits

against very fast aircrsft, that the danger af being taken by surprise by hi h-flying

aircraft was  reat, a.n
d that the range of the guns was not long enough tv enable them

t o r e ac h a i r cra f t f l y i ng a t a h i   . '.
h a l t l

.
t ad e .

To an ev ::r i ncr e a s i ng de gr e e t he l i gh t a.n d heav y ant i ai r ar a f t ar t i l l e ry bat t er -
.

ies, which Aere not employed to oap$city in antiaircraft defense operations, were

pr e s s ed i nt o se rv i c e i n graund oper a t i a ns . The i r empl oyme nt a ;a.i n s t gr ound t ar g e t s
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- : Th e empl oyme nt of t he i  u f t   2 f f   s i  gna l   o  amuni c a t i ons un   .t a i xl'   pai n Wa s ex E  ed-
     

.   .. . .

:   :9:ngl y v ar i ed . I n t h e f i e l d s of ai r c r   f t r e pox t i ng , a i r t r a  f̀ i a c on t   ol   and r e di o:

c omuiun i c at i en , t hey c ax r i e .
d out t h e s 8t   IDi s s i ons t ?  ey had be en t r ai ned   n do i r. 

  er -

many - - but av er f ar l r .r ger ar e a s ar,d tiind er f ar rnor e di f f i cu l t cox ti.i t i ons .  
. -

   
,

, 
Th e r adi o i n t er c ept s erv i c e f unct i ons d r ap i d l y an d wi t h ex empl ar  r e f f i c i,e   cy ,

so that enemy radia messages were som®times intercepted, deoiphered, translat et3, snd

del i v er ed t o t he appr o pr i at e c o nmand h eadqua r t er s wi t h i n a s pac e di t Re nt y rni.n
  t e s .

1'he t e l ephone n et ROrk i    5p ai n wa e v a s t   i t s t er mi r  al po i n t a dur i ng t he p;er i b$

f r om May t hr ough Sept emh er 1938 rrere   Ca,di z , Leon , Burgos , ari d Benf   ar i o }
,and ®x t r eme-

l y compl i c at ed . In addi t i on t her e a great marey di s turbance s t o be d  aat   ri t h , ' a.c oa- . .
- --

sioned by  abotage and damage in the ©ombat ar as. Together with the telagrsph net-
;, .

work, the telephone network proved a : raluable aid to the ageucies ent   ted with the

- .
conduct of operations.

 
_ 

  t t he Legi on he adquar t er s , t he c a nma nde   u su al l y had at hi e d3
.s po s al t  ra .

t e l e -  

phone l i ne a , on e t e l e gr a ph ck .anne l , one r adi o ch annel and one gr ovud  -t o - ai:7r.   o nuiun i a a= i

t i on ah anr  e l .  
.   ,

The a i r cr af t r e por t i ng s er v i c e pr ov ed t o b e i mmgn ae l y  v al.uabl e . Tl  e ai r dr a f t ,  
  „

r e po r t i ng c or  pany wa s empl dy e d on Wha t ev e r s e c t or of t he f r ont wa   ne c e g s ax y 3n o  'der

t o gu ar a nt e e an ear l y - r ar ni ng z on e out f n f r ont o f t he Legi on ' a r ear ar e a a  f i e l c  e .
 .

I n con s e quenc e of t h e i nadQqua t e t e l e  hone c ommuni cat i on s , xhe compa  r ga i r ed a gr e at

de al o f v ei  y u s e f u l ex per i en as i n t he oper at i on o f an a i r cr a f t r e por t i ng ne t  rar k     

ba s ed al mo s t ex c l u ai v e l y   on r adi o co mmuni c at i on .

Ev er s i   c e 1 93   Ger m.an ai r l eade-r a ha d i.n s i at ed t h a t mo t or i z ed ai r are f t r epar t i ng

uni t s wou l d be a n ab eol u t e l y ne a e s s e.i  t :pa.r t o f t he s i gn al .
oam nuri i +Cat i ons f or c   a i n

.

t h e ev e nt o f  oax , s 3
.nc e t he f unct i o    ' of a r epi r t i ng net  rork ba s ed oa   adxo c omo  -  

n i c a t i on depends upon t he , a  'ai l abi   i t y of a t r o op we l l t r ai ne d i z  t he op   r $ t x hzl  .o
g

      .     - t .

,.s  oh equi pment , a t roop kept con st ant l   up t o dat e and i n paraat i c e . TY e        àG  : -

.  ,  .;. ;-
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1 ) The ]  e t eor ol o  i c al Se r vi c e
4l  

' The source materials available to the author do not give any ind3cation of

the w_ay in xhich the rnetevrolog•ica1. service obtained the information needed for its

 . e at her r epor t s and we at her f or ec a et s . Pr e sumab l y t he   re at h er s t af f co 2l e c t ed s l l

the information to be had from Nationaliat Spanish sources and also mac e use of shat-

evEr reports eould be obtained from abroad. There RerE, of course, no regorts avgil-

ab l e f r o m t he Red- oc cup i ed ar e a of Spai n ,. and on l y v er y f ew f r om FTanc e y Nor t h Af r f -

c a , s.n
d Engl and . .

Th e l ack of r e l i abl e r epor t s n at ur al l y :i nj ec t e d a s i gni f i c ant f a ot ar of u  nEer t -

ainty into meteorological forecasting, quite apart from the fsct that Spain, as a

peninsula projecting far out into the Atlantic, has a very inconsistent alimate at d

weather conditions trhich can never be pred:icted very far ahead. During the xinter 

manths, the high  plateau 9, suoh as the one surrounding Madrid, are  very oold.
Ia

addi t i on , t he war m s e a ai r comi ng f r om t he At l an t i c bank s up ag ai n s t t he c oe.st al iatau  l-

tains of t? e Sierra de Gredos.,
Sierra .

de Guadarrama, the Cantabrian raage, tb;e P ten-

eee, and -- in the eouth -- the Sierra Nevdda, bringing fog, cloudg  and the danger

of icing. -

As a resu.
lt whenever the German pilo.

ts had to crosa a mowatain rsnge, they xere

suddenly confronted by unexpected Weather conditions and Rere eometimes in for an un-

pl e a s an t sur pr i ae . Th e i r commander s ( a s , f or ex ampl e , dur i ng t he wi nt er bat t l e of

Teruel, which We have already described) eould not afford to be as considerate as

t hey wou l d hav e l i ked and of t
,en h ad t o i n.s

i s t on a mi s s i on ' s be i ng ae compl i ghed r eg ar d

less of weather conditions. Consequently losses occurred r hich might othergide have

be en avo i de d . Ev en v er y ei per i e nc ed or er    s ome t i me s cr ash ed or had t o   te emer g e ncy

,  

Tandi ri g ,s wi t h t l .̂e i r ba mb- l oad s due t o t he ef f e e t s of i c i ng .

4 1 - Th e mat er  .al cont a3.ne d i n t h i s s ub s ec t i on i s ba s ed on .
t he f o l l o  i ng  s our c e a s

Freiherr.von
Beust., op. cit., pages 31 and 32

Jaeneake, op. cit., Pages 120 and 121. ,

      _  . ,  
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   R

- Ev en t
 

comUat - s e a s aned s qu adr on e apt ai n ( 1 s t Squadr vn , I  B 
.
  ':  ar a e  red  ov er t  e

. .   . . .-   :,.. .

S - Sierra de  redos, his bomb-load exUlodin  at the impaot. St took tbree days for the

res  xe expedition to work its Way up the snow-covered mountains to thA site of th
.e

crash. ill the rescuers found were the remna.nts of his body, which the wolves had

already discovered in trie meantime.

Thu s e l i mat i a di f f i cu l t i e s i n 5pai n na t u r a l l y r e s u l t ed i n a f e e l i ng of unea s i n e s s

on the part of all tne flying personnel, uneasiness which was intensified at the

t hough t of t ile dr ead f u l l y br ut a,]. t r eat ment t h ey c ou l d ax pe c t i n c a s e t hey s hou l d be

forced to land in o
 

hot down over Red-held territory .A

I t wa s a l so unf or t una t e t ha t t he uni t g had t o f l y a t s uch a hi g h s af e t y e,].
t i t u de

ov er t he mount ai.n 3 , s i nc e t h i s me ant t ha t t hey   rer e f l y i ng i n t h e c l ouds dur i ng t he

l as t l ap b ef or e ent ez•i ng enemy t er r i t ory . Si nc e t he f or mat i on au t omat i ca l l y 8  . sper s -

ed in the clouda, thia meant in turn that the sircraft loet their bonoentrated offen-

sive and defensive power and also that it waa difficult, if not impossible, to make

the rendezvous witb thei r fighter escorts, which were usually stending by in Avila,

Talavera, Maqueda, or Toledo.

On the other ha.nd  of course, all these difficulties represented a harah s hool

of exper i enc e , and t he Ge rman pi l ot s r api dl y per f e c t ed t Y e  .r s ki l l s i n s i r c r af i oper a-

tiox  and in navi{ ation.
This stood them in good stead later on, dur .ng the long per-

iod of night missions and during bad- ieather operations. .
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.G Luf t a f f e as a V h  he c u r i r d art e mo ent a_ t  er anand 1

During thc early phases of World  'ar II, the repercussiozas of the LegiQg's ex-

pe cience in 5pain were almost euclusively favorable. -

Th e commi t men t o f t he Leg i on i n Spai n ha d gi   c  GEr ma.n Luf tx af f e l eade r s a e l es r

idea of the conduct of an -- admittedly limited -- air war over and beyand th ..
front

l i ne s ; t he Ge rma.n a i r un3
.
t s and t he ant i a i r c ra f t ar t i l l er y and s i   na   . ao rnmi :ni cat i on s .

f or c e s po s s e gs ed a c adr e of per s onn e 
,-

f ami l i er a t f i r at ha.nd Wi t h t   e t a c t i c al and

technica2 experience garnered duri g the Sna.n
ish Civil War, and they possessed equiP-

ment whi ch had be en t hor ough].y t
.e s t ed und er a c t ua l mi l i t ar y condi t i oins . •

Th c; ne gat i.v © r e per ou s s i on s o f t he ex ne r i enc e gs.i ne d i n Spai n , i . e . t he er r one ou s -

ly interpreted or Wrangly applied theories of command and commitment and the mista Cen

techn,ical developments whicli they dictated, did not make themsvlves felt ur.til
Iater

- - but t h s n a 
.
l t he mo r e pa i nf u l l y . ,to

German Was nat the only n tion foraed to learn how dengeroug it isftransplantY

the ea erience and concluoions gained 3n one  rar indiscri.m
inatel r ta another , or --P

4

a s a ma t t er a f f a c t - - .e ren f r om on e t he a t er of o pe r at i on s t o anot her .

At the outbreak of Worid War IT, Staly, too, was atill too firmly under the in-

f uenae of the experience gained by her forces in Spain and Ethiopia.
And Russia,

in 1941, still adhered to the ariteria applicable to operations 3
.n

Spain and in the

locally limited Wars in Finland.

The dang er i nher ent i n co mpar i ng ,a c i v i l  ra.r , a co l oni a l war , or a l o c al l y l i -

mi t ed c onf l i c t on t he ane hand wi t h  a  . 
l oba l vra r on t he o t he r i s , of c our s e , quf t e

c l e as . Cowmand , pl anni ng', and t e ohni cal dev e l opment s e an be a1 1 t o o e a si l y g ti ded

i n t o t he   ong d i r ° c t i on by t he a s eumpt i o n o f f a l s e pre mi de a , azYd '     e al a.r i t Y af

v i s i o s na e ded t o r ec o,gn i z e t he demands of re a l i t y and t he po t e nt i al c  ev e l o pment s o f

t h e f ut ur e i s a l l t o o en s 3.
l y d i st r .a c t e d o r d i mmed . Er ror a i n pl ann3n g ,

i n t e ch

42 - Freiherr von Beust, op. eit.,
Part C, pages a7-94•

` . -.    . _,,• J .
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n i c   a l d e v e l o pme r.t , 3 n d i n t he ds l i     a t i a n o f s t r a t ,a,
gy

.
o f t +  n . ;c  ,:  

  +60 t ;   !  3  1
,t s  r  a

,    .    I
+, - - •    .'    • _  _ , --

  F I
' I

I
. I '  

•  
. .

ef f ec t unt i l l at er , wlzen t he i r or i g i n ha e l ong s i nc e be e n f or g at t en ; by t hex  , unf oP-

t un at e l y , i t i s u s ua l l y t oo l a t  .• t o c orr e ct t Y e or i    i na l mi s t aka s .

  'h i s i s b;  T o me an s i nt ended t o i mpl y t ha t  s er man Luf t  ra. 
  f e l eader s Aer e i n any

way r emi s s i n ev a l ua t i ng t r  .i ex pzr i r_nce g a i ne d dur i ng t ne Span i s   ' Ci v i l +Nar o r t ha t

t he u s c:f u l a mpec t s of tY:i s e xper i c i c e wer e r.o t f v.l l y ex pl oi t ed . I t i s qu i t e po s s i b l e

that, if World War II had ended in 19d.
1 or 1   2, thc ne ative effscts might never

hav e made t hems e l v e s f e l t . I i wou l d al so b e f a l
_
l a c i ou s , of cour s e , t o b l ame t he ez -

per i enc e of t r.e Condor Legi on i n Spa i n f o r a l l t he l a t er dc f ec t s not ed i n t he Ger man

Luf t wa f  'e . I t i s c ammon knoRl edg e t hat t he r. e We r e al so ot he r f ac t or s - - s hor t s i ght e d-

ness in the eve.lua
tion of military developments, underestimation of the enemy, poli-

tical rivalries, etc. -- which pldyed an important role. It carlnot be ignored, how-

ev er , t ha t t her e ar e at l ea s t t rir a e f ac t or 5 u•hi c    :  er   t o hav e di s a s t r ou s r eper cu s -

sions durin ; the later yes,rs of World War II which had thoir origin in the 5panish

Ci v i l  Vax .

1  lhe principle of strategic bombar operations as a prirnary factor ir_
bringing

abou t a de c i s i.on wa s r e l aga t ed t o t he back  :ro und .

T1nt i.
1 1q 36 , i n t he op i ni on a f t r e f i r s t Gt1n - r.a

l 5t df f Chi e f of t he Ger rnan Luf t -

 raf f e , t he bomb er s,i r c za f t wa s an i ns tr  l s c;nt t o be empl oy ed aga i n s t t he ner v e c en t ar s

o f t   i e eneny , hi s i ndu s t r i e s , b.i s t r an s por t and co  r  r.un i e at i ons ne t wor ks , and hi s

suppl y s ,y s t em• I n t a e l i gh t of t ne  :x per i enc e   u i n t d i n Sp s,i n , t r e bono   r wa s de-

gx aded t o a pur c l y t ac t i cal i n st r ume z t - - a f u nct i on   n ;i r e l y uns ui t e d t o i t s pur pos e .

hur i ng WoY•l d Wa r I I , t h e    +  :  t e r     11 i e s  . r o v ed t he f
.a

l l ac y of t i  e s ii f t i n Ger -

m . .n
th i rL : i n; . Toda.y , t h•  bomb er o.i r c ra f t i s r e c oE;n i z ec3 - - ev e ii ou t s i de t he f r arnewor   f

of ai r o pe Tat i on s i he: is  ; l ;re s - - a s one o f t he mos t i mpor t a..nt i ns t r ame nt s i n t hE mi l i -

t ar y and po l i t y c a . c ond ac t of wr  r f ur e .

2 } T   e ov t:r wr e l mi ngl y f r e q _ e n t ernpl oyff  e .  t c f t
.
 
.-:c  en t i  °;. 

(;er  uan Lu:  t  ,  a   'f e   i . e .

no t on l y bomber s , bu t   1 s o f i  ; ht er ai.rc ra 7t , r :  c o ;  nai s s s nc e a.i r cr af t , and a. lt i a i r -

_  _ -
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 1  c r s.
f t ar t i ? 1er y ) i    e o nne c;i i   n   t   i -   e -i  p  r '   '    s  -zSf ..t  e  

 
    -  _ . .̂ , r

  'r"  " I
•

  r   .
  .

t n e f r on t h a d t h e ef f ec t of pr.a c t i c a l l y subordi na f 3
.   arl i nde pendent Wehrmach   br auch

,.

t • t l.e  .r cny , i n c o T-  l e t E d. .3.r eg ar d o f i t s or _   i na l  .  i s ;, i on s a :. a i t s pot e iit i a l 3.t i e ,a ,

,
3 ; fsl i i d  , d by r  ' 'r a0?l l T :;  oi' 't h i s hi nd , J e r :n  .n   i r ]

.e ader s f a 3l e d e.l r, os t • or  -

   l e 't e l y t o r Gcovui z e t    e j  o t e r:t i d l. ef i ec t i v ane s s of t h   oFe r e.t i ons :.: 
f a s t r ong enemy

ui r f er c e (p ar t i cu l a r l y s t r at e  ;i e e.i r op :.r at i on   ) a gs i n s t t he German h i nt e r l and .

  ai l   .n g t o r : co;,z 1i z e i t , t h   y e.
1 s o f a i l   d t o t ak e i i i r_t o co n s i der at i on , t hu s und er -

ps t i ma t i n  a t ca w:   l e t e l y . The r e s u l t wa s s, n eg l c a t of izo ae ai r def ens e o e a svr e s .

Th e ev _ ?  t s of t h e Sp•  .u i sh Ci v i l yYar had l ed t o t i:e e at ab l i s h  tent of •   r t a i n pr i n-

c i pl
.e s , pr i n c i pl a s whi c h wer e v al i d and appl i c ab l e i n Sp s.i n bu i def i ni t e l y not su i t ed

t  generaiize,
tion . Yet e,s early as lgj7 uerman c:ir leaders began to shape their

t hi nk i ng a   ;d p l s n n i n.g on t he ba,s i s o f t  i e e xper i  ;nc e  ;ai ne d i n Spai n , and t hi s ai t i -

t u de ura.s
f i r ml y e s t s.ti l i sh ed 'e;;t t ? .e t i me t ne Ra.r i  e ;an . An d dur i n g t he l a s t y e ar s of

t he w  ,r , when t ?  e y g r a du a l l y c ar  e t o r eal i z e t h.; 
t t h  :y had madE a cni s t ak e , t hey h e-

ai t at e d t • nr aw t h.c ap   r opr i at e conc l ,  ai ons . I n s l b s t ant i a t i on of t h i s s t a t ement ,

let us refer to one exa ple on th '_.
technical sector: the ls,ck of a powerful long-

r an g e ba r?ber an d t h e c ans t a.r t di s 9i pat i on of t Y e li c- 1 11 a nd J u -  33 un i t s i n t a c i i e al

mi. s s i on s al ox  ,r
t he i ro nt . The f i a s co of t h e   e - 177 ( a   eavf bomber vrh i ch wa s nav . r

c   n:k l e t ad} a l s o s e r ve s t o su  -por t t he r b ov e st at eci :nt , a s do t he de s p?r at e s t o p- ga: 

s oi u t i ons i n t he  'o rm of t h e " l;i s t e l " or t he b omb- c ar r y i ng j e t f i   ht er ( t h e "Bl i ir  -

L. mb er ue- 2  2)
.

Understandably enough, the methods brought from Spain Were also aFplicable in

 ̀ i. r i d     ar I I , wher ev c r t he olaer a t i o n s conc er n? d  +e r e l i  ni t Ed i n t Er ms of i i rne and

g e  gr a phi c al ex.t ent , a :, f or ex   mpl e i n Pol a.nd {1 9 39) and i n  'r an c e ( 19Q 0
)

. I n t he s e

t wo aampa i gns , t Yie Luf t wa f f t - - a s i n Spai n - - wa,s f ac ed wi t h a wea.k enewy ai r f ar c e ,

of f er
which cuulc3 be presumed to   neither effective d.fenses nor independent offez sive

operations, in  ther words it vrag quite possible to dispense with operationa  againsi

s t r at eg i c t ai•g et s i n f e,v or of t ac t i ca l ope r at i o n :  i n suppor t of t he .gr ound of f en s i v e s .
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-    - _  _- ;,_ . _  _a t t a ak t hos e ca rr i e d ou t     Gl n s t ar  
  ^

, _ . . .L ;° .  .  -           _.  ,   . .  r         '  J . - .. .

.    g 5̀.e t a r g e t wer e t,he ex c ept i on r a Lher t han t he r u1 e , c .hd a a such c annot b e • ons i d       '

ed i n an ov er al l ev al ua t i on of c p ;r   .
t

.
i ons .

. ,

,
 

 

,
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_ _I t wa s not unt i l t he ":  =, ':t e of Yir i +a an

' :
  '-. _ _ ;,. 

y
.b c c a me a rapa r    n t , wh e n t h e s t r a t e g i

.c a i r ua i t s o f t h e U 'u t Wa f f e   p r o v e d   i  p     e   g-
  ,

l y i nc ape.b
l e - - i n t er ms o f st r en   t h t echn i c a l e u i  nefit t€.   q p , and s andard of traini 

-- of fulfilling the mission assigned to them, ns,mely to decide the outcome of the

war a ainst Great Britain by destroying her industries, her s up oly system, and -- no

less importan t -- the morwle of h r population.

The n ex t aWS  er.i.n ; came dur i n  t he c ampa,i   n i n t he Ea s t , when Ger man mi l i t ary  

l e ader a wer a ca 2w i n c ed t ti  ,t t hey c ou l d def aa t Sov i e t 3us s i a wi t hou t an a.i r f or c e ca-

pable of strategic a.ir warfare. By the tims they realized that this was impossible,

the prerequisite; , the resources, and the opportunity needed to shift suecessfully

to 9trategic operations were no lon er availa.
ble. The only instance -- brief but ex-

cecdingly successful -- of strategic air operations on t  e Eastern tront was the air

attack on Gorki and on Russian industries durin  the su nsc>r of 1943.  he spectacular

success of this one opcration only serves to suUStantiate thc stataments made s,
bove.

Dur i ng t rt e v ar•i ou s phr  s  :s of t he cx.  pai  ;- n i n 9 f r i c s. a s we l l , c ons i st en t s t r a t e -

 ic air operations over the enemy hinterlaud (specifically a ainst naval targetg and

s e apor t s   woul d Qer t a i r  l y h av e h   .d a,
1'av or abl e i nf l u en c e on t h e cour s e o f ev en t s .

  ca,ta8trophic concommitant of the lack of strate ic thinkin  on the part of

Ger man,y
' s a i r l e ader s wa s t he i r c on s F:gu ent i nub i l i t y t o  w a.l u a t e pr oper l y t he s t r a t e -

 

  y af t he e nem,y and i t s pot en t i al r e su].
t s .

Thp impressive demanstration of Briti.a
h und A. nerican  :ir strength over Germany

was an unmistaks.ble
lesson -- dnd a bitter pill. Great fsritain a.n

d the United States,

unhampered by the heritage of previous We.rs and t.heir resource9 unimpaired by tbe

early stage9 of ' lorld War TT, had recognized the requirements of mod  rn, total,war-

fa,re and despita s number of diff .cu
lties, par ticuls,r

ly in the case of Great Britain ,

had t r an s f or rned t hi s r e c o  ai t i on i nt o act i on .

Germany, on the otncr hand, had riat only neglected the potentialities of stra-

t eg i c a i r war f ax e f or h pr own conduc t of op  :r a t i ons , bu t h a d a l s o f a i l ed t o t a1  e i nt o
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a c count , f i r s t , fi,he ene   ' r E i r.'.         ' _,       i   '     .
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•

4 _'.
bi l i t y of t r s.ns f or mi n    i ng i .n t o e f f e c t i v e ac t ' cr r or s o  '    mr   ̀ pe r .

..  - ..  ,  
_ .  . . r; .-° - _ i

c ommi t t od i n conn e ct i on rni. t h Ger mai y ' s home ai r dc f ezl s e   s ,ys t em and t he c   n et ant di s -

sipation and exhaustion of the approp.r
iate air defenae weapons (the fighter aircraft

and tha antiaircraft artillery) in taetical operations design , d to support ground

actions at the front cs.nc
re traced back to this cardinal failure. Quite probably

Ge rman ai r l eadf  r s wer e s t i l l t oo f i r  nl y urlde r *r e i n f l u c:zc e o f cond i t i on s i n Spai n ,

where there had never bcen reaeon to fear ited air a.ttac
ks an the Legion's resr a.rea.

Lu f t wa f f e c oroma nd c i r c l e s , bo t ?̂ be f or e a.nd du r i no t he s eo ond wor l d  rar , vr  r e

 rr e at l y i nf l u enc ed b y t he s t r on ; per s onal i t ;  o f Fr e i h e r r von Ri ch t hof en . The uni t s

undar h i s c ottllnaiid dur i ng Wor l d War I I   t he Cl o s e - Su   por t a i r Di y i s i on dur i ng t he c am-

pa i   , n
i n t he  Ge s t i n 1q  .U; t he s i r c or ps a s s i  Yne d t o t h  > mdddl e s e c t or o f t h e f r ont

dur i ng t he c ainpa i gn i n Rus s i a i n 1 9 q1f 4 2 ; and t he   .i.r .
  l e e t a s s i gned i o t he s out her n

s e ct or of t     e Ea s  Ler n f ro nt dur 3.n  194
.
21 43 ) wer e a l way s t he on es s en t i nt o ac t i on at

t he cr i t i cal poi n t s i n t h e  -r ound oper at i ons . I n h i a own me t    od of o per a t i o n , i n i he

or g an i z at i an of h i s s t a,
f f s r ,nd t     e i r s ubor di nat e a,  :enc i e s , and i n t he c ommand o f hi s

units, von Richthofen was a f3rm adherent of "close-support tactics at all costs".

Wi t i  ou t e ec ept i on he empl oy ed a1 1 hi a un i t s i n c l o s e - auppor t oper a t i ons on be ha l f of  

 
t he Ara y , r egar dl e s s of t he i r dogr e e of c ombat r e adi ne s s or t he i r su i t ab i l i t y and u s e- '  

fulneas for this type of operation.
This aleo applied to the antiaireraft artillery.

Aga3.n and e,ga
in he smployed thern in large-scale operations requiring the pF ,rtic

ipa-

t i on o f al l
. av a i l abl e f or c e s . Tr e r e s ul t an t at t r i t i on of f or c e s , t he l o s s e s , and t he

con
 

e que nt need f or r e pl a c ement s wer e a,.l
l a t t ! lc: ex pens e o f o t h e r s ec t or s of t ha

f r ont and o t Y .ar s,r e a s of oper a,t i on ; i n t he l a st anal y s i s , of caur s Q, t hey ma de de ep
i

i nr o ade i n t o t he sub3t anc e of t   e Luf t x a f f e a s a Who l e . I t c annot be deni e d t hat

v on Ri cht ha f en ' s met hod 9 b rau  ht s a a e apc c t a c al a.r r e sul t s . Though of t en.
l i mi t e d i     ,

 '

t e r ms o f t i me and c  r e a , t Y:e s e r e s ul t s wer e unc: cni abl y t ang i b l e and t hu s v er ,y pe l c o ue .

t o t he Ar my , whi ch , ai' t er al l , hene f i t ed mos t b y t h ern . Thfl i nev i t abl e c vr_s e que:ne e

i

,.
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 wi t hi n t ._e Lu f t w• f f  . e g l eng t hy p er l od $ t h   #gh b z  _•;t h e Ng,r , wer e app2 i e d

a s a g en ar a 
_ pr a c t i c e , of t en a g a i n s t t h e b e t t e r j u dg.uen t of t he c omina nder s i n char   e

2nd t he l eader s o f t he i n di v i du al uni t s .
i

 ;
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.- - - .        f t e r t he Bat t l e o      r 'th 
. s   ,• . .. . _. .,

  _  .
 ; _

  g an t ,o be come a  pe.r en t s t er ii f ro nt , dur i n  • !  ,
o f 19d

,
2 . g l t hough I

i     :

  ' t hey s uf f e r ed t r emendo,.  s a t t h e f r ont , th e R , r e al i2 e t o mak e th em up

, and ev en t s r e i n f or c e t he i r s t r e n  ; t h be c au s g t h.e i r i udus t r i e s , t he i r oi l r e f i nar i e s ,
 
'   i b e i r t r an s por t and c ommuni .   t i on s ne t work s , ar d t h e i r suppl y s;  s t em i n t he h i n t e r -

lan d had hardly been subjected to air attack, not even at a time when the German

bombers wo  ld have been fully capable, in terms of raage and strength , of delitering

de at r uc t i v e bl ows ag 3i nat t }l es e t ar ge t s .

I n 19 43   wh zn i t  ra s appar e nt t o al l con c er ne d t hat a f unda.ment 8l er r o r ha•d.
be en

c ommi t t ed , i t x 3s t o o l a t e t o ch arig e t  ae me th od of empl oy me nt of t he Lu f t wa f f s .

VPhi l e c l o s e - su ppor t t a c t i c s had b een empl oy e d by ch oi c e u p t o t hi s poi nt , af t er 1 94 3

they eontinued to be employed by necessity, since the overa,
ll militaiy situation per-

.

mi t t ed no t hi ng °1 s e .
Thi s was t s  e not onl y ot' t h e La s t ar n f r o:  t but a l s o of a1 1 t he

o t h er t ne at er s of ope r a t i on and t he home f r ont . r ra m t r. i s t i me on , 4 on Ri ch t hof en ' s

i nf l u enc s be ga.n t a di mi ni s h , and t he me t ho d of empl ovme nt he de v e l o pgd i n Sp  ..n •  ea

r e c o  n i z ad t o be ou t of dat a . I t woul d , oi ' cou r s e , be unf a i r t a v on 8i ch i hof en a s a

personality to evaluate his very real accomplishments in Spain and during World V ar

II an d his many contrihutione to the general fieH of ;'coordinated operations of  
I
 

Luf t waf f e e.nd Lr my " ea c l us i v e l y f r om t h e poi nt of v i ew of t he negat i v e a s pes t s de s -

c r i b ed abov e . 9f t er al l , i t wa s t he r e npon si b i l i t v o f t h e L af t Waf f    t op- l ev F  I c ou• mand

to kPep the tactical employnEent of the air units witr.in a reasonablc Iimit without  

l o s i ng si ght of t h e ne ed i er s t ra t egi c ai r ope r at i on s a s we l l .
  !

 , ,
s  Kaarl Dr um

Nussdorf, 12 April 19 7 General der  'lieger a.D.
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